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“The Binding of Satan – The Final Judgment” 
Rev. 20:1-15 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

 
Theme: The reign of the righteous king ends with the consigning of all evil and its minions. 
 
Introduction:  
 
THE STRUCTURE 
There is an intentional paralleling in this chapter between verses 1-3 and 7-10. In the first, Satan 
is bound. In the second, Satan is released. Just as in verses 4-6, we see thrones and in verses 11- 
15, we see a throne. 
 
Vv. 1-3  Satan Bound 
Vv. 7-10 Satan Released 
Vv. 4-6 Thrones  
Vv. 11- 15  Throne 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The Binding of Satan (vv. 1-3) 
 

A. The same word used in Matthew 12:29 for “Satan” being bound [deo] is the same 
used in Revelation 20:2 for Satan being bound. 

 
B. The word for “plunder” in Matthew 12:29 means “to seize, to spoil.” It is a 

compound word made up of the prefix dia and the word harpazo. 
 
C. God is “plundering” or taking back what is His as rightful heir, creator, and 

redeemer. 
 
D. At the cross, Jesus defeated Satan (Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8).  
 
E. The releasing mentioned in 2 Thessalonians 2:7 is the opening of the bottomless 

pit. When the pit is opened, then [and only then] will Satan be able to deceive the 
nations into a final battle with God. 

 
F. Currently, Satan has no power over the nations. He can exercise power and 

influence over communities, states, and a country. But he has no collective power 
over the nations. 

 
  



 

 

II. The Reigning of the Saints (vv. 4-6) 
 

A. Everyone has experienced the first death. This is spiritual death. We are all dead 
spiritually (Rom. 5:12). This is your physical birth. 

B. All believers have experienced the first resurrection. Those who believe in Jesus are 
raised from death to life (John 5:24). They are given spiritual life. This is the first 
resurrection. Those who have died in Jesus, currently reign with Him in the 
heavenlies (Eph. 2:1-6) [i.e. the Millennium]. This is your new birth when you are 
“born-again.” 

C. All unbelievers will experience the second death. Those who die without believing in 
Jesus are already dead spiritually and will be consigned to the Lake of Fire with the 
Devil and his angels at the second coming of Jesus. 

D. All believers will experience the second resurrection at the second coming of Jesus 
Christ. This is spoken of in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

 
III. The Defeating of the Nations (vv. 7-10) 

 

See also Rev. 11:7; 13:1, 3, 8, 10, 13-14; 16:14-16; 17:14; 19:19-20; 20:8. 
 

This last battle is the battle of Gog and Magog. It is Armageddon. 
 

IV. The Opening of the Books (v. 11-15) 
 
Of all the books opened, only one matters and that is the book of life. If you are not in the book 
of life, you will be in the Lake of Fire. Your name in the book of life causes you to have “works” 
that are indicative of life (v. 15). 
 

 These works are the righteous garments/linens of the saints (Rev. 19:8, 11). 

 These works are the crowns cast at Jesus’ feet (Rev. 4:4, 10). 
 

The book of life [Jesus Seed] causes the book containing what they had done [Gospel Fruit]. If 
there is no fruit, there was no root. Perhaps another way of saying this is, “All believers have 
rewardable fruit.” There is no such thing as a “fruitless” Christian. 
 
Now What? [Where do we go from here?] 

1. Satan is currently bound. He is under the control of God. 
2. Your loved one who knows Jesus is with Jesus ruling and reigning. 
3. There will be a horrific global battle against the people of God whereby God will judge 

His enemies and avenge His people. 
4. When Jesus comes, evil will be fully and finally dealt with once and for all. 

 

 Are you saved? Is your name written in the book of life? If so, rest in Jesus. If not, be 
saved today. 

 Are you worried and anxious about the future? If so, rest in Jesus. He’s got this and will 
judge all of His enemies and avenge all of His saints. 

 


