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“TEN REASONS WHY I believe Revelation Teaches  
a Single Coming at the End of the Tribulation.” 

Revelation 3:22-4:1 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

 
Theme:  Although the Church exists in Tribulation, God keeps her until His Second Coming.  
 

OUTLINE: 
 

I. Nowhere in the Old Testament is a rapture of the church preceding a seven-year 
tribulation taught. 
 

II. No one in the 1st century church would have read the idea of a rapture preceding a 
seven-year tribulation in any of the New Testament Letters. 

 
III. Not one single early church creed or council or confession deals with END TIMES or 

ESCHATOLOGY. Why? Because the church in tribulation with a singular, undivided 
coming was accepted, normal, and simple. 
 

IV. The overarching structure of the Book of Revelation. 
 

A. The intentional Symbolism of Apocalyptic Literature [i.e. Revelation] 

B. The picture of contrasts running from chapter 1 through chapter 22. 

C. The repeating phrase, “I will show” and “I was in the spirit” (1:1; 4:1; 17:1; 21:9; 22:6). 

D. The use of “after these things.” 
 

V. The Separation of Tribulation and Wrath in the Book of Revelation.  
 

A. In the Book of Revelation, the word “wrath” occurs only in conjunction with the 

second coming of Jesus. Otherwise, the people of God are in tribulation.  

B. Nowhere in 1 and 2 Thessalonians are tribulation and wrath combined. In addition, 

the emphasis between 1 Thess. 4 and 5 is one of audience, not time. 

C. The New Testament writers place the believer [i.e. the church] in tribulation. The 

church is never spoken of as being exempt from tribulation, but rather as being kept 

in tribulation. 
 

VI. John’s experience in Revelation 1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10 parallels Paul’s experience in  

2 Corinthians 12. 
 

  



 

VII. The use of the Greek word harpazo and the Latin word Rapture in the Book of 

Revelation and the Writings of the Apostle Paul. 
 

A. Pastor John uses the word four times in his Gospel (John 6:15; 10:12, 28, 29) and once 
in the Revelation (12:5).  

B. The Apostle Paul uses the word three times (2 Cor. 12:2, 4; 1 Thess. 4:17). 
 

VIII. The Promise of Being Kept by God in the Book of Revelation. 
 

IX. The Call to Patient Endurance in the Book of Revelation.  
 

X. The Singularity of the Story and the One People of God in the Book of Revelation. 

 

Now What? 
1. Expect persecution for your faith in Christ. 
2. Be encouraged. Nothing can remove you from the hand of God (John 10:25-30). 
3. He is coming quickly. Revelation assures us of this.  
4. Finally, hold fast to Christ. No matter what else might be going on in your world, endure. 

Every day is a good day to serve Jesus by serving one another.  
 

 


