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Six Initial Observations Concerning the Seven Churches 
Revelation 2-3 [Read Revelation 1] 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

 
Theme:  Let him who has ears to hear, hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  
 
Introduction: 

“Throughout these visions, John uses apocalyptic language in which symbols serve as word 
pictures of the cosmic struggle between Jesus Christ and his already defeated but ever defiant 
foe, the devil.”1 
 
Outline: 

 
I. Each letter follows a common pattern or structure.  
 
II. In the absence of Jesus, there is no church. 

 
A. The connection between chapters 1 and 2, 3. 

 
B. The Garden imagery is intentional (2:1; 1:12, 13). 

 
Jesus is holding and walking among His churches. 
 

III. Tribulation is a part of the church’s story. And in tribulation, the church is called to 
persevere.  

 
Listen to the occurrence of the word “Patient Endurance” Hupomone ESV “Patient Endurance” 
[1:9; 2:2, 3, 19; 3:10: 13:10; 14:12]. 
 

IV. The initial recipients of the letters are the angels as messengers and then to the pastors 
of churches and through them to the church and churches (Rev. 1:1-3).2 

 
V. The symbolism of the church as a lampstand reminds the people of God of the Garden 

in Eden. The Lampstand is the Temple Menorah and the Menorah is the Tree of Life. 
 
VI. Finally, the Holy Spirit’s sealing guarantees that the promises made to the overcomer 

in each of the letters (2, 3) shall be fulfilled (19-22).  
 
Now What? 
1. In the absence of Jesus, there is no church (chapter 1). 
2. Tribulation is a part of the church’s story. And in tribulation, the church is called to 

persevere. 
3. Church leadership must guard the gospel.  



 

 

4. The symbolism of the church as a lampstand reminds the people of God of the Garden in 
Eden.  

5. Finally, the Holy Spirit’s sealing guarantees that the promises made to the overcomer in each 
of the letters shall be fulfilled. Even while we live in tribulation, we must understand how 
God is even now reclaiming what is rightfully His as creator and redeemer through signs 
and wonders. 
 

1 This material is from Dr. Kim Riddlebarger. 
file:///C:/Users/Patrick/AppData/Local/Temp/To%20The%20Church%20in%20Ephesus%203%20edited.pdf 
http://kimriddlebarger.squarespace.com/downloadable-sermons-on-the-bo/  
2 See also http://biblequicknotes.com/files/present/rev2-3.pdf  

                                                           


