
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: July 24, 2022 
Title:  You Have The “Winning Ticket” And You Don’t Have to Worry About the Balance 
Text:  Revelation 22:6-21 
Theme: Friends, you have the “winning ticket” and you don’t have to worry about the balance. 

 
Introduction:  
 

THE GOLDEN TICKET 

“Five Golden Tickets were hidden in Wonka Bars and shipped out into countries all over the 

world. The search for them turned into a worldwide mania and each ticket find was a press 

sensation. The five children that eventually found them were Augustus Gloop, Mike 

Teavee, Charlie Bucket, Veruca Salt and Violet Beauregarde.”1 

 

This is the shock and unbelievable surprise to realize you have the golden ticket. Let me, 

however, provide us another unfortunate perspective to all of this. 

 

“HARD LUCK - The unluckiest lottery winners of all time who missed out on MILLIONS 

because of lost tickets and payment problems.  

YOU'D think having your lottery numbers come up would make you among the luckiest 
people alive – but for some, it's been the unluckiest thing to ever happen to them.  
That was the case for one young couple this week who missed out on the £182million 
Euromillions [$185 Million US] jackpot – when they realised their winning ticket payment hadn't 
gone through.  
Rachel Kennedy, 19, and Liam McCrohan, 21, from Hertfordshire were ‘absolutely heartbroken’ 
when they realised their usual numbers had come up, but they had won nothing. 
The couple, both students, had played the winning numbers of 6, 12, 22, 29, 33, 6 and 11 for five 
weeks in a row before all seven digits appeared in Friday's draw. 
Rachel's account was set up to automatically buy a Euromillions ticket with her usual numbers 
but because her account did not have the right funds, the ticket payment did not go through. 
‘I called the number thinking that I had won £182million and they said ‘yeah you've got the right 
numbers but you didn’t have the funds in your account for the payment of the ticket so it didn’t 
actually go through’, Rachel said.”2  
 

Friends, you have the “winning ticket” and you don’t have to worry about the balance. 

  

After a relatively short study of six months, we have arrived at the end or epilogue of Revelation. 

This book began with an appeal, an invitation to read, hear, and keep this book. The question is, 

“Have you, have we read this Book, have we heard this book, and have we kept this book?” 

Have we heeded His word and come to JESUS? Remember, this is a Revelation from Jesus and 

of Jesus. Have you heard and seen JESUS in this study? What a shame it would be if in all of 

this, you have missed JESUS. 
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It is true, because we have shifted theologically in our eschatology, I have had to explain and 

contrast dispensational and non-dispensational thought, but Revelation isn’t about either. 

Revelation is about JESUS.  

 

Revelation shouts, “You have the “winning ticket” and you don’t have to worry about the 

balance.” 

 

Historical context: 

 Revelation is written to those who are crushed by persecution and called to hold fast to 

Christ.  

 An emphasis in Revelation is on the Second Coming of Jesus. 

 Revelation is an appeal to the unbelieving to repent otherwise they will face the wrath of 

God and the Lake of Fire. 
 

There are five conclusions we can observe in this closing paragraph. 
 

The first conclusion we observe is the intentional structure in the book of Revelation and the 

Bible as a whole.  

 
I. The BOOKENDING of the Bible and of Revelation. 

 

 Revelation communicates through a series of repeating cycles each one giving us different 

aspects and parts of the same Story. This is true because the Bible teaches a single unified 

story and Jesus is at the Center. 

 In addition, John communicates its message through a prolonged picture of contrasts. 

 Revelation is the fitting conclusion to the biblical storyline. It has more Old Testament 

imagery and reference than any other New Testament book. 

 The book of Revelation has bookends. Chapters 1-3 and chapters 21 and 22.  
 

There is an intentional parallel between Revelation 1 and Revelation 22 as well as Genesis 1 and 
Revelation 21-22. John’s intent is to show us the closing of the loop. He takes us from the Garden 
in Eden to the Garden in the new heaven and earth.  
 

The first bookend can be seen between the book of Genesis and that of Revelation. 
 

A. Genesis and Revelation 
 

 The Bible begins with God speaking into existence creation and ends with God speaking 
into existence a new creation (Rev. 21:5).  

 The Bible begins with God and man in a Garden and ends with God and man in a Garden.  
 In Genesis, Adam and Eve were barred from the Tree of Life and in Revelation 22, His 

people partake of the Tree of Life. 
 In Genesis, they walked with God and saw His face and in Revelation, we will walk with 

God and see His face. 



 

 

3 

 
The second bookend can be seen between chapters 1 and 22. 
 

B. Revelation 1 and Revelation 22. 
 

“Now the first thing I want you to see here is that the last section of Revelation is undoubtedly 
connected to the first section of the book.  
1. Contain “to show his servants [the things/what] must soon take place” (1:1; 22:6) 
2. John is identified by name as the witness who “heard and saw these things” (1:9; 22:8) 
3. Contain the phrase, “the time is near” (1:3; 22:10) 
4. Contain the phrase “Behold [he is/I am”] coming [soon]” (1:7; 22:12) 
5. Contain the phrase “I am the Alpha and Omega” (1:8; 22:13) 
6. The sending of an angel (from God (1:1; 22:6); from Jesus (22:16)) 
7. “Blessed [are those/is the one”] who keep[s] [what is written/the words of the prophecy of 
this book]” (1:3; 22:7).”3 
 

The third bookend can be seen between chapters 2 and 3 and chapters 21 and 22. 
 

C. Revelation 2 and 3 with Revelation 21 and 22. 
 

There is also a parallel between the promises made to the overcomer in Revelation 2 and 3 and 
coming into the possession of those promises in Revelation 21 and 22. This structure is 
intentional. 
 

Friends, you have the “winning ticket” and you don’t have to worry about the balance. 
 

The second conclusion we observe is the natural relationship between chapters 21 and 22.  

 
II. The relationship of Revelation 21 walking us into Revelation 22. Revelation 22 forms a 

fitting conclusion to the entire Revelation. 
 

Chapter 21-22:5 describe the “reward/blessing” of His presence, glory, and face. 
 

Revelation 21 
A. The Presence of God (vv. 1-8 “He will dwell among them”) 

 

vv. 1-8 What is New [“He will dwell among them” “Behold, I am making all things new” v. 5 

[cf. 2 Cor. 5:17]; “It is done” v. 6] 

 New Heaven (v. 1) 

 New Earth (v. 1) 

 New Jerusalem (v. 2; 3:12) 

 [New] Presence (v. 3) 

 [New] Condition (v. 4) 

 New Name (2:17; 3:12) 

 New Song (5:9; 14:3) 
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B. The Glory of God (vv. 9-21 “Having the glory of God”) 
 

vv. 9-21 The Bride Described [“The Glory of God reflected in the Bride” vv. 11, 23, 24, 26] 

The glory of God (Exod. 33:23) is reflected in the salvation of His people (12 Tribes, Apostles 
[vv. 12-14; Nations vv. 24-26]) 
 

C. The Face of God (vv. 22 – 22:5 “They will see His face”) 
 

vv. 22-2:5 What is No Longer (“They will see His face” 22:4) 

 No Sea (21:1) 

 No longer any death (v. 4) 

 No Temple (v. 22) 

 No Sun (v. 23) 

 No Night (v. 25) 

 No one who practices [sin] (v. 27) 

 

God becomes for us what the shadow once was. Revelation concludes by assuring us JESUS IS 

ENOUGH IN THIS LIFE AND IN THE LIFE TO COME. 

 
Pastor Giles in our study of Revelation 21:1-22:5 stressed the contrast between Exodus 34 where 
no one could see the face of God and Revelation 22:4 where we will see the face of God. 
Everything about Revelation is relational. If you have a relationship with God, you are in the 
New City. If you have no relationship with God, you are in the Lake of Fire. 
 
Friends, you have the “winning ticket” and you don’t have to worry about the balance. 

 
The third conclusion we observe is the urgency of the message in Revelation. Jesus is coming.  

 
III. There is an urgency, a resolve to the Message of Revelation. Several patterns are 

present. The first is the repeating of the phrase, “Behold I come quickly (vv. 7, 12, 20).” 
 

1. Quickly / tachu [Matt. 3x; Mark 2x; John 1x; Rev. 2:5, 16; 3:11; 11:14; 22:7, 12, 20] 

2. Little season 
3. Short time 
4. One hour 

 
Come quickly 

 “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the 

things which are written in it; for the time is near” (Rev. 1:3). 

 

 “I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown” 

(Rev. 3:11). 

 

See Also 
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 11 “Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; 

for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 12 The night is almost gone, 

and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor 

of light. 13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in 

sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy” (Rom. 13:11-13). 

 

 5 “Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for nothing, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:5-7). 

 

 7 “The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the 

purpose of prayer. 8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love 

covers a multitude of sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 10 As each 

one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the 

utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which 

God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 

belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Pet. 4:7-11). 

 

Comes as a thief 

 Matt. 24:43; Luke 12:39; 1 Thess. 5:2; 2 Pet. 3:10; Rev. 3:3; 16:15 

 

There is a nearness, an abruptness, a closeness to the return of Jesus. This is the language and 

imagery of Matthew 24 and 25. It is not something that is out there, but near.  

 
“The New Testament teaches that the ‘end times’ began 2000 years ago. Don't take my word for 
it. Just listen to the NT writers who describe their days as ‘the end of the ages’ (I Corinthians 
10:11; Hebrews 9:26) and ‘the last hour’ (I John 2:18). They declare ’the end of all things is at 
hand’ (I Peter 4:7), ‘the day is at hand’ (Romans 13:12), and ‘the hour has come’ (Romans 13:11). 
This is true because (I Corinthians 7:29), ‘the appointed time has grown very short’. Therefore, 
Paul and James both announce ‘the Lord is at hand’ (Philippians 4:5; James 5:8). In fact, as James 
adds, ‘the Judge is standing at the door’ (James 5:9). In light of this, it's not surprising that the 
angel talks to John in 22:6 about ‘what must soon take place’ and reminds him in verse 10 that 
‘the time is near’. In terms of God's plan for the world, we are most definitely in the ninth 
inning...with no possibility of extra innings. This is it. The word ‘soon’ must be understood in 
light of this.”4 
 
Friends, you have the “winning ticket” and you don’t have to worry about the balance. 

 
The fourth conclusion we observe is the emphasis on the WORD, the message John brings.  
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IV. Next there is the repeating of the word, “Word” in Revelation 22. 
 
Notice the emphasis on “word” logos [vv. 6, 7, 9, 10, 18, 19] 

 

 Re 1:2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of 

all things that he saw. 

 Re 1:3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 

those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

 Re 1:9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the 

kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word 

of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

 Re 3:8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can 

shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my 

name. 

 Re 3:10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the 

hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the 

earth. 

 Re 6:9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that 

were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

 Re 12:11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 

testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 

 Re 19:9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage 

supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 

 Re 19:13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The 

Word of God. 

 Re 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: 

and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word 

of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received 

his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ 

a thousand years. 

 Re 21:5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said 

unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 

 Re 22:6 And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of 

the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly 

be done. 

 Re 22:7 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy 

of this book. 

 Re 22:9 Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy 

brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God. 

 Re 22:10 And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the 

time is at hand. 
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 Re 22:18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, 

If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are 

written in this book: 

 Re 22:19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 

God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the 

things which are written in this book. {out of the book...: or, from the tree of life} 

 

Revelation is a Word from God about the true Word of God. This Word [Jesus] is to be 

believed. 

 
1. The words of this prophecy are faithful and true (v. 6). This prophecy, this word is JESUS. 

2. The words of this prophecy are to be kept (vv. 7, 9). The keeping of His Word is the 

coming to His Word stated in verses 17 and 20. Those who believe the gospel are those 

who keep and come to the gospel. And the gospel is JESUS. 

3. The words of this prophecy are to be opened (v. 10 [this is in contrast to Daniel 9:24; 12:4]). 

There is this universal proclamation of the gospel and a universal invitation to the gospel. 

And the gospel is JESUS. 

4. The words of this prophecy are not to be added to nor subtracted from (vv. 18, 19). 

Unfortunately, unlike any other book in the Bible, evangelicals have made how one 

understands Revelation some kind of theological litmus test to determine orthodoxy. If 

you don’t speak of literalism or rapturism or tribulationalism or israelism or 

millennialism in the exact same way, we cannot have intimate fellowship around JESUS. 

I am all for labels and systems as a point of discussion, but I am against making the label 

the code word for orthodoxy. The issue isn’t the accuracy or peculiarity of your 

eschatology, but the faithfulness and truthfulness of the gospel. And the gospel is JESUS. 

 
If you haven’t heard JESUS or the GOSPEL in our study of Revelation, then you have added to 
or taken away from this prophecy. Regardless of where you are eschatologically [and that river 
runs both ways], if you have not heard JESUS, then Satan has snatched away the seed. 
 
Friends, you have the “winning ticket” and you don’t have to worry about the balance. 

 
The finally conclusion we observe is the centrality and primacy of JESUS.  

 
V. Our final emphasis in this passage is the description of Jesus (vv. 6, 9, 12, 13, 16, 18, 

19, 20). 
 
Who is coming? Jesus is coming. Notice how Jesus is described in our passage. 

 

 Jesus is the faithful and true (v. 6a). 

 Jesus authors the message received/delivered by His prophets (v. 6b). 

 Jesus is to be worshipped exclusively (v. 9). 

 Jesus will render to everyone proportionately and appropriately (v. 12). 
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 Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega (v. 13). 

 Jesus is the root and the descendant of David (v. 16). 

 Jesus is the bright morning star (v. 16). 

 Jesus is the ultimate arbiter of all justice (vv. 18, 19). 

 Jesus is the singular source dispensing unmerited favor and grace (v. 21). 

 
Friends, you have the “winning ticket” and you don’t have to worry about the balance. 

 
NOW WHAT? Where do we go from here? 

 

1. Study revelation, not eschatology. 

2. The book of Revelation, like all the books in the Bible, have a very intentional structure 

with Jesus at the center. 

3. God is right now making all things new and we will see His face. 

4. Do not add to nor take from this Word. Revelation wasn’t given to build an eschatology, 

but to see Jesus. 

5. Revelation is about Jesus and Jesus is the gospel. 

 

 

1 https://roalddahl.fandom.com/wiki/Golden_Ticket  
2 Mar 11 2022 https://www.the-sun.com/news/2063293/lottery-winners-lost-ticket-unclaimed-prizes-check/ 
3 https://www.wayofgracechurch.com/sermons/sermon/2015-11-15/i-am-coming-come-revelation-22:6-21  
4 https://www.wayofgracechurch.com/sermons/sermon/2015-11-15/i-am-coming-come-revelation-22:6-21 

                                                           


