
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  July 10, 2022 
Title:  The Binding of Satan | The Final Judgment 
Text:  Revelation 20 
Theme: The reign of the righteous king ends with the consigning of all evil and its minions. 
 
Introduction:  
 
Our intent in our study of Revelation 20 is not to discredit a literal 1,000 year reign of Jesus on 
Earth. If, however, no number in Revelation is to be taken literally, then there is no reason to 
think the 1,000 year period of time is to be taken literally. To think there was a starting point that 
cause the clock to begin ticking would be erroneous. The pages of the calendar are being 
removed and we are moving ever closer to the coming of Jesus, but God controls the time table. 
 
The only way to understand Revelation 20 properly is to see how John continues to fold events 
into each other. What he has said, he says, and will say. Each repeating of events looks at it from 
different angels and perspectives. This is no less true of Revelation 20 and the judgment of God’s 
people and enemies. 
 
If one thinks sequential, it will be difficult to reconcile all of the elements. I would like to answer 
two questions as it relates to the Millennium. 
 
First, what is the Millennium?  
 
The Millennium is the time period between the first coming of Jesus and His second coming. In 
His first coming, we have the beginning of the end of the age. At His second coming, we have 
the end of the age. 
 
This Millennium is notable for several reasons.  
 

1. In the Millennium, Jesus reigns. 
2. In the Millennium, all ethnicities co-exist. 
3. In the Millennium, all animals co-exist. 
4. In the Millennium, all diseases disappear. 

 

In many ways, the Millennium sounds like “heaven” and it is. Those who have believed in Jesus 
and have preceded us in death are in this Millennial Kingdom with Jesus. 
 
Second, when is the Millennium? The Millennium is right now. From the ascension of Jesus to 
the Second Coming of Jesus. It is an undetermined period of time. This Millennium has Jesus 
presently reigning in heaven over this tribulation. When He comes a second time, heaven and 
earth will merge. 
 
Now, let us continue by noting our structural journey through the Book of Revelation. 
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 Revelation is like a multilayered cake. 

 Each layer tells the same story with a slightly different vantage point and additional 
flavor. 

 Those “layers” are the  
o 7 Messages 
o 7 Seals 
o 7 Trumpets 
o 7 Bowls 

 The editorials or commentaries are the frosting between the layers. 

 The “editorials” are 
o The 2 Witnesses (11) 
o The Woman, Dragon, & Beasts (12-14) 
o The Fall of Babylon (17-19) 
o The “1,000” Years (20) 

 Every cycle | layer and editorial in Revelation ends with the coming of Jesus to judge His 
enemies and avenge His people. EVERY ONE OF THEM! 

 Each of the Editorials retell the Biblical Story. 

 All of them are snapshots of various parts. 

 Each of the Editorials narrows and concentrates the intensity of the part told. 

 Revelation 20 is a frosting between the layers.  

 John could have taken us from 19 directly into 21. 

 But he didn’t. Why? Because John’s style is to keep retelling the single story from different 
angles or perspectives. 

 Revelation 20 is a retelling of the entire story from the ministry of Jesus at His first coming 
to the ministry of Jesus at His second coming. 

 The ministry of Jesus begins “the last days” and will take us “to the end of the age.” 

 Revelation 20 gives us this story. 
We have seen in Revelation how this moment is marked by at least three events. For example, 
in the 5th, 6th, and 7th Trumpet we have the events surrounding the second coming restated. 
 
WHEN JESUS COMES 
1. The Opening of the Bottomless Pit   [The 5th  Trumpet / 1st Woe (9:1-12)] 
2. The Gathering of the Nations for War [The 6th  Trumpet / 2nd Woe (9:13-11:14)] 
3. The End | Consummation of the Age [The 7th  Trumpet / 3rd Woe (11:15ff)] 
 
THE STRUCTURE 
There is an intentional paralleling in this chapter between verses 1-3 and 7-10. In the first, Satan 
is bound. In the second, Satan is released. 
Just as in verses 4-6, we see thrones and in verses 11- 15, we see a throne. 
 

Vv. 1-3  Satan Bound 
Vv. 7-10 Satan Released 
Vv. 4-6 Thrones  
Vv. 11- 15  Throne 
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Let us begin with the binding of Satan. 
 
Outline: 

 
I. The Binding of Satan (vv. 1-3) 

 

 1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is 
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, 
and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, 
until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 

 
A. The same word used in Matthew 12:29 for “Satan” being bound [deo] is the same 

used in Revelation 20:2 for Satan being bound. 
 
From Matthew 12, we should be able to see how Jesus in His first coming and ministry bound 

Satan and has been plundering his kingdom. 

 

 Matt. 12:29 Or how can anyone enter the strong man's house and carry off his property, 

unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house. 

 

 Luke 11:20-22 
20 But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon 

you. 21 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are 

undisturbed. 22 But when someone stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he 

takes away from him all his armor on which he had relied and distributes his plunder. 

 

B. The word for “plunder” in Matthew 12:29 means “to seize, to spoil.” It is a 
compound word made up of the prefix dia and the word harpazo. 

 

From Matthew, we know Satan seeks to stop the plan of God (Matt. 4:10; 16:23).  We also learn 

from Matthew’s gospel, Jesus bound the strong man and is now “plundering his house” (Matt. 

12:25-29). This same story occurs in Mark 3:20-27. Mark will use the same words as Matthew. It 

is the only time this word occurs. 

 

The word for “plunder” means “to seize, to spoil.” It is a compound word made up of the prefix 

dia and the word harpazo. Harpazo is a strong word used of a violent taking (Matt. 11:12), of 

being taken by force against one’s will (John 6:15), of wolves catching sheep (John 10:12), of no 

one able to pluck anyone out of God’s hands (John 10:28, 29), of Philip being caught away by 

the Spirit of the Lord (Acts 8:39), of Paul almost being pulled apart (Acts 23:10), of Paul being 
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caught up to Paradise (2 Cor. 12:2, 4), of God’s people being caught up by the Lord at His coming 

(1 Thess. 4:17), and of the Christ being caught up into heaven at His ascension (Rev. 12:5).   

 

Currently, Jesus is “plundering” the strong man’s house through the spread of the gospel and 

the planting of churches. He is right now reclaiming what is His as rightful heir, creator, and 

redeemer. 

 
C. God is “plundering” or taking back what is His as rightful heir, creator, and 

redeemer. 
 

D. At the cross, Jesus defeated Satan (Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8).  
 

What happened to Satan at the cross? 

 

Note also how Satan was defeated at the cross (Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8). This initial defeat although 

inaugurated, has yet to be consummated (1 Cor. 15). However, right now, He is cast out of 

heaven (Luke 10:18; John 16:11; Rev. 9:1; 12:8, 9). Despite his immediate defeat, he is currently 

the prince of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2) and the prince of this world (John 16:11) for an 

indefinite period of time known only to God (Rev. 20 [“a thousand years”]). As a prince, he has 

a “kingdom” marked by darkness (Col. 1:13; Acts 26:18). As a prince, he has authority. This is 

seen repeatedly from Revelation 12 and 13. “Authority” to do what? 

 

 Luke 10:17-20 
17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your 

name." 18 And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. 19 

"Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 

power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you. 20 "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, 

that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven." 

 

 John 12:30-33 
30 Jesus answered and said, "This voice has not come for My sake, but for your sakes. 31 

"Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 32 "And 

I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself." 33 But He was saying this 

to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die. 

 

 John 16:8-11 
8 And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 

judgment; 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 and concerning 

righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; 11 and concerning 

judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 
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 Col. 2:13-15 
13 When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He 

made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having 

canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to 

us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 When He had 

disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed 

over them through Him. 
 

How can Satan be bound and defeated at the cross and yet still be the prince of the power of the 

air? 
 

 John 16:8-11 
8 And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 

judgment; 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 and concerning 

righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; 11 and concerning 

judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 
 

 Eph. 2:1, 2 
1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked 

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of 

the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
 

 Heb. 2:14, 15 
14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook 

of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of 

death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject 

to slavery all their lives. 
 

E. The releasing mentioned in 2 Thessalonians 2:7 is the opening of the bottomless 
pit. When the pit is opened, then [and only then] will Satan be able to deceive the 
Nations into a final battle with God. 

 

F. Currently, Satan has no power over the nations. He can exercise power | influence 
over communities, states, and a country. But he has no collective power over the 
nations. 

 

Two thoughts about this binding. 
 

First, the binding does not mean he is inoperable. 
 

We know from Mark’s gospel that the devil seeks to snatch the Word of God from bearing fruit 

(Mark 4:15). He still “binds” people (Luke 13:16). It is the same word occurring in Matt. 12:29 

and Rev. 20:2. He is still entering people and energizing evil through people (John 13:27; Acts 

5:3).  
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Second, the binding assures us of a future, permanent, and finalized restraint. 

 

As noted earlier, Satan was defeated at the cross. Moreover, there is still a fuller and final 

expression of this defeat (Rom. 16:20; Rev. 20), but this opening conquest empowers 

perseverance in the people of God. Satan has been and continues to be under the authority of 

God (1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Tim. 1:20). He does God’s bidding.  

 

II. The Reigning of the Saints (vv. 4-6) 
 

 4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of 
Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image 
and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until 
the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the 
one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but 
they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand 
years. 

 
One of the “problems” within this passage is reference to the “first resurrection” and the “second 
death.” How are we to make sense of this? Part of our problem is the parallel idea isn’t present. 
For example, we read of a first resurrection, but not of a second resurrection. We also read of a 
second death, but not of a first death. How might we understand this? I offer the following 
answer to this question. 
 

 Everyone has experienced the first death. This is spiritual death. We are all dead 
spiritually (Rom. 5:12). This is your physical birth. 

 All believers have experienced the first resurrection. Those who believe in Jesus are 
raised from death to life (John 5:24). They are given spiritual life. This is the first 
resurrection. Those who have died in Jesus, currently reign with Him in the heavenlies 
[i.e. the Millennium]. This is your new birth when you are “born-again.” 

 
Ephesians 2:1-6 speaks of the believer as having been raised with Christ and seated with Him in 
the heavenlies. Surely, this refers to the first resurrection that all believers currently enjoy. 
 
Those who have partaken of the first and have died are corporately present with Christ, to be 
absent from this body is to be present with the Lord. At His second coming, those who have 
preceded us in death, shall be raised first and join Christ in His return to receive His bride and 
overthrow His enemies. This is the second resurrection. 
 

 All unbelievers will experience the second death. Those who die without believing in 
Jesus are already dead spiritually and will be consigned to the Lake of Fire with the Devil 
and his angels at the second coming of Jesus. 
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 All believers will experience the second resurrection at the second coming of Jesus 
Christ. This is spoken of in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

 
III. The Defeating of the Nations (vv. 7-10) 

 

 7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and 
will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they 
marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and 
the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil 
who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and 
the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

 
See also Re 11:7; 13:1, 3, 8, 10, 13-14; 16:14-16; 17:14; 19:19-20; 20:8. 
 
This last battle is the battle of Gog and Magog. It is Armageddon.1 
 
This battle isn’t because they hate Israel. This battle happens because they hate God. We are not 
on the victor’s side because we align with Israel. We are on the victor’s side because we believe 
in Jesus. 
 
The only time the descriptive “lake of fire” occurs in the NT is here. 
 

 Rev. 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles 
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and 
them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning 
with brimstone. 

 Rev. 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever 
and ever. 

 Rev. 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

 Rev. 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake 
of fire. 

 
In Matthew 25:41 and 46, Jesus speaks of this Lake of Fire as being an eternal fire and 
punishment. 
 

 41 "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the 
eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; 46 "These will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

 
As we have noted repeatedly, the dark side of His return is the finalized judgment against the 
unbelieving rebel. 
 



 

 

8 

IV. The Opening of the Books (v. 11-15) 
 

 11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth 
and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and 
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the 
books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, 
Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one 
of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into 
the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not 
found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

 

 This judgment is inclusive and exposing. 

 This judgment is based on \ out of the book of life (vv. 12, 15). 

 This judgment is works based (Matt. 25:31-46). 
 
Of all the books opened, only one matters and that is the book of life. If you are not in the book 
of life, you will be in the Lake of Fire. Your name in the book of life causes you to have “works” 
that are indicative of life (v. 15). 
 

 These works are the righteous garments| linens of the saints (Rev. 19:8, 11). 

 These works are the crowns cast at Jesus’ feet (Rev. 4:4, 10). 
 
The book of life [Jesus Seed] causes the book containing what they had done [Gospel Fruit]. If 
there is no fruit, there was no root. Perhaps another way of saying this is, “All believers have 
rewardable fruit.” There is no such thing as a “fruitless” Christian. 
 
Now What? [Where do we go from here?] 

1. Satan is currently bound. He is under the control of God. 
2. Your loved one who knows Jesus is with Jesus ruling and reigning. 
3. There will be a horrific global battle against the people of God whereby God will judge 

His enemies and avenge His people. 
4. When Jesus comes, evil will be fully and finally dealt with once and for all. 

 
Are you saved? Is your name written in the book of life? If so, rest in Jesus. If not, be saved today. 
Are you worried and anxious about the future? If so, rest in Jesus. He’s got this and will judge 
all of His enemies and avenge all of His saints. 
 
Let us pray. 
 

1 https://faithconnector.s3.amazonaws.com/teachingfaith/files/The_Last_Days_Volume_12/gog_and_magog-
armageddon.pdf this article shows how the battle of Gog and Magog is Armageddon.  

                                                           


