
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:   July 3, 2022 
Title:  When Jesus Comes - The Return of the Righteous King 
Text:  Revelation 19 
Theme:  The Exalted Christ Returns in Righteousness and Thoroughly Straightens all that 

is Crooked [vv. 11-16]. 
 
Introduction: 
 
One author notes, “The second coming of Jesus Christ to the earth is clearly referred to 1845 
times in the Bible, it is mentioned in 23 of the 27 books of the New Testament.  Out of the 260 
chapters in the New Testament the second coming of Jesus Christ is mentioned 318 
times.  During Jesus Christ’s lifetime at His first coming, He referred to His second coming 
twenty-two times. The second coming of Jesus Christ is the climax and the consummation of 
human history.  This morning we will begin to look at the second coming of Christ which is so 
different than His first coming when He was meek and humble and willingly laid down His life 
for the sins of the world.  When He returns the second time He will come as a conqueror and 
judge and king.”1 
 
THE EVENT described in Revelation 19 is the second coming of Jesus. The themes of wrath, 
bottomless pit, and coming are all present throughout the book of Revelation (6, 11, 14, 16, 19, 
and 20). 
 
Revelation 19:1-6 continues where 16:17 [the seventh bowl] begins, with the fall of Babylon. This 
same fall is revisited in 14:8 and 18:2. 
 
The pivotal moment toward which the Revelation builds is in the triumphant return of the 
exalted King. In His arrival, His people are blessed [delivered] and His enemies are [cursed] 
destroyed. This is what the entire book is moving us toward; the triumphant return of the 
exalted King to bring into play a new heaven and a new earth. This is the encouragement, hope, 
and comfort of His saints even as the world increasingly falls into darkness. 
 
The Relation Of The New To The Old 
 
It is important not to forget the relationship between the Book of Revelation and the “Old” 
Testament. The Old testament is old as relating to Testament or VASSAL TREATY. But it is 
always “New” as it relates to Storyline. 
 
Revelation and the “Old” Testament 

• The vocabulary 
• The imagery 

Biblical context: Isaiah 11 (v. 4); Daniel 7:9-14; see further John 5:22-24; 2 Thess. 2:8; Matthew 
24:36-51; John 5:22; 12:12-15, 44-50; 16:5-11 
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Structure  
Our passage has two structural markers. First, grammatically, there is the use of the phrases “I 
heard” and “I saw” marking the various ideas. Second, thematically, there is a form of repetition 
and parallelism that centers on the return of the righteous king. 
 
GRAMMATICAL 

1. After this I heard (vv. 1-5) 
2. Then I heard (vv. 6-10) 
3. Then I saw (vv. 11-16) 
4. Then I saw (vv. 17, 18) 
5. And I saw (vv. 19-21) 

 
THEMATICAL 

 The great whore is judged (v.1-6) 
o The great marriage supper of the Lamb (v.7-10) 

 The Return of the Righteous King (v.11-16) 
o The great supper of God (v.17-18) 

 The beast and false prophet judged (v.19-21) 
 
Inescapable 
Everything in Revelation is LOUD. Seventy-five times “great” [megas] occurs in Revelation. 
Apocalyptic Literature heightens everything with “great” and symbols and figures and 
movement. In this chapter alone, the idea of “great” occurs throughout. 
 

• A great voice (v. 1) 
• A ‘great’ multitude (vv. 1, 6) 
• A great whore (v. 2) 
• A people both small and great (vv. 5, 18) 
• A great God (v. 17) 

 
In addition to a loud event, there is a great multitude witnessing, verifying, authenticating the 
truthfulness of this moment. 
 

 Rev. 19:1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in 
heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 
 

 Rev. 19:6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of 
many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For 
the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 

 
The event is unavoidable and undeniable. Everyone, everywhere shall be privy to this moment 
in time. 
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Outline: 
 

I. The Great Whore Destroyed - I heard what seemed to be the loud voice 
of a great multitude in heaven (vv. 1-5) 
 

 Rev. 19:1-5 
1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying 
out, “Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2 for his judgments 
are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her 
immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” 3 Once more they cried 
out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” 4 And the twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the 
throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 5 And from the throne came a voice saying, “Praise 
our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.” 

 
We know the great prostitute is BABYLON, the Great City.  
 
We have read of her judgment from the seventh trumpet (14:8), the seventh bowl (16:17), and all 
the way through 19:5. 
 
Four thoughts on “her” destruction. 
 

A. It is a celebrating judgment (v. 1) 
 
1st Hallelujah (v. 1b)  
2nd Hallelujah (v. 3)  
3rd Hallelujah (v. 4)  
4th Hallelujah (vv. 5, 6)  
 

B. It is a true and just judgment (v. 2) we come back to this in verse 11. 
 
One of the arguments against capital punishment or the death sentence is the inability for us to 
get it right every time. Because we are human, we make mistakes. Our judgment can be flawed. 
But the day is coming when the perfect, flawless Son of God shall judge humanity and the 
judgment and outcome will perfectly align. 
 

C. It is an avenging judgment (v. 2) 
 
The prayer of the martyrs in the 5th seal (6:10) is answered in Revelation 19:2. Romans 12:19 tells 
us not to avenge ourselves because God shall one day have perfect vengeance. 
 

D. It is an eternal judgment (v. 3) 
 
How horrible, how terrible, how just. 
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II. The Pure Bride Received - I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 
multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty 
peals of thunder (vv. 6-10). 

 

 Rev. 19:6-10 
6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the 
Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for 
the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted 
her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous 
deeds of the saints. 9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are 
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true 
words of God.” 10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You 
must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the 
testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

 
A. The Father Reigns (vv. 6, 7b) 
B. The Son Receives (vv. 7c) 

 
As an officiating pastor of many weddings, one of the most precious moments is when the 
groom sees his bride in those initial moments of the wedding ceremony. This moment will be 
no less, but dramatically more than that moment. 
 

C. The Bride Rejoices (vv. 7a, 9, 10). Why does the Bride rejoice? 
 
1. She is Clothed (v. 8) 

 
The amazing thing about her garment is the working of the Spirit in her and through her so that 
her garments are described as “the righteous deeds of the saints.” 
 

2. She is Received (vv. 9, 10) 
 
That fact that you and I are at this supper is simple amazing. 
 

III. The Righteous King Returns - Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, 
a white horse (vv. 11-16). 

 
The entire book is working toward this event. 
 

 Rev. 19:11-16 
11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a 
flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one 
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knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he 
is called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white 
and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword 
with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will 
tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on 
his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 
Four descriptions are given concerning this King. 
 

A. He is Just (v. 11) 
 
As Christians, we endeavor to justify war. St. Augustine formulated a theology called, “Just 
War.” 
 
“The just war theory (Latin: bellum iustum) is a doctrine, also referred to as a tradition, of military 
ethics which is studied by military leaders, theologians, ethicists and policy makers. The 
purpose of the doctrine is to ensure that a war is morally justifiable through a series of criteria, 
all of which must be met for a war to be considered just. The criteria are split into two groups: 
jus ad bellum ("right to go to war") and jus in bello ("right conduct in war"). The first group of 
criteria concerns the morality of going to war, and the second group of criteria concerns the 
moral conduct within war. There have been calls for the inclusion of a third category of just war 
theory (jus post bellum) dealing with the morality of post-war settlement and reconstruction. The 
just war theory postulates the belief that war, while it is terrible but less so with the right 
conduct, is not always the worst option. Important responsibilities, undesirable outcomes, or 
preventable atrocities may justify war.”2 
 
We wish to be just, but only God is truly and thoroughly and unequivocally just. When He 
carries forward war and judgment, it will be without blemish. He knows and sees everything 
perfectly. 
 

B. He is Overwhelming (vv. 11-15) 
 
His blood dipped robe is the blood of His enemies (Isa. 63:1-4). He will crush His enemies in His 
winepress of wrath. 
 

 Remember Revelation 14:17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in 
heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle. 18 Then another angel, the one who has power 
over fire, came out from the altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the 
sharp sickle, saying, "Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the 
earth, because her grapes are ripe." 19 So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and 
gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press 
of the wrath of God. 20 And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood 
came out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred 
miles. 
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When Jesus returns, He will be dripping in the blood of His enemies. 
 

C. He is Supreme (v. 16)  
 
Five thoughts speak to this idea. 
 

1. A name no one knows 
 

 When Adam named the animals (Gen. 2), he was exercising dominion. No one knows 
His name for no one has dominion over Him. 

 Gen. 32:29; the angel of the LORD wrestling with Jacob “What is your name?” No name 
is given. 

 Samson’s father Manoah, “What is your name?” Why do you ask my name seeing it is 
WONDERFUL. 

 And yet, the revelation tells us His name. His name is THE WORD OF GOD (John 1:1-4). 
He has many names, but there is one name hidden from all but himself. 
 

2. A white horse 
3. Many diadems 
4. King of kings 
5. Lord of lords  

 
Never has there ever been a more appropriate and fitting assignment and application of that 
title. 
 

D. He is Coming 
 

 Matt. 24:30, 31 
30 And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF 
THE SKY with power and great glory. 31 "And He will send forth His angels with A 
GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four 
winds, from one end of the sky to the other. 

 

 2 Thess. 1:5-10 
5 This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you will be considered 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 6 For after all it is only 
just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who 
are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God 
and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty 
of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 
power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at 
among all who have believed--for our testimony to you was believed. 
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When Jesus comes, it will be with a ROD OF IRON. 
 
A ROD OF IRON 

 Ps. 2:9 You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's 
vessel.” 

 Rev. 2:27 and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in 
pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father. 

 Rev. 12:5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 
iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne,. 

 Rev. 19:15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, 
and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the 
wrath of God the Almighty. 

 
The word “rule” is poimaino. It means to shepherd, to feed. Psalm 23:4, His rod and staff 
COMFORT me. His rod and staff are not used on me, but against my enemies! When He wields 
His rod and staff, His enemies tremble and are destroyed. 
 
It is the same word used to describe the office and function of a pastor over a local church. The 
rod and staff of the office is for the sheep’s comfort. Only the lion, bear, and wolf need fear the 
rod and staff. 
 

IV. The Ravenous Birds Feed - Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, 
and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly overhead 
(vv. 17-18; See also Ezek. 39:17-20). 

 

 Rev. 19:17, 18 
17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds 
that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of 
kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, 
and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great.”  

 
A. The Ravenous Birds Obey Him (vv. 17, 21b). He calls and they come. 
B. The Ravenous Birds Carry Out His Purpose (v. 21b) 

 
They are gorged with the flesh of God’s enemies. The only other time John uses this word is in 
the feeding of the 5,000 and the filling up of the recipients (John 6:26).  
 
There are two meals pictured in our passage. In one, you are the meal and in the other you 
eat the meal. 
 

V. The Rebellious Armies Defeated - And I saw the beast and the kings of 
the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was 
sitting on the horse and against his army (vv. 19-21). 
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 Rev. 19:19-21 
19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war 
against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 20 And the beast was 
captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which 
he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its 
image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And 
the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the 
horse (vv. 11-16), and all the birds were gorged with their flesh (vv. 17, 18). 

 
This same pictured is restated in Revelation 20:7-10. 
 
Four thoughts about this army. 
 

A. It is Pervasive (v. 19). This is a national and global army. 
 
As we will see in Revelation 20, currently the devil cannot deceive the nations, but when he is 
released, he will go forth to deceive the nations. This deception will be convincing and seductive. 
 

B. It is Captured (v. 20). 
 
The word “captured” occurs 12 times in the NT. Ten by John and 8 of those in the Gospel and 
only once here in Revelation. It means to seize, to squeeze, and to grab. 
 

C. It is Deceptive (v. 20) 
 
The signs and wonders done by the beasts in Revelation are to deceive the nations. 
 

D. It is Condemned (v. 20) 
 
The end of this army will be the LAKE OF FIRE. This same idea is repeated in Revelation 20:7-
10. 
 
Now What? Application 
 

1. When Jesus returns, you will know it. His return is inescapable. As a believer in Jesus, 
you will be a part of this assembly. First Thessalonians 4:13-18 assures His people that 
they will be a part of His return.  

2. Babylon shall fall and the judgment is horrific. Are you suffering something right now? 
Perhaps you are struggling with uncertainty, doubt, inability, weakness, and relational 
collapse. Jesus will fix that. He is coming, have hope. 

3. Right now, Jesus prepares a place for you and you shall come into full possession of your 
inheritance and participate in the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

4. The Return of Jesus Comforts His People, but Terrifies His Enemies. 
5. All of Creation carries out Its Purpose in fulfilling His Story. Every raven, every fish, 

every rock fulfills God’s design. Nothing misses a beat. 
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6. It is unfathomable, but there is an end to evil and the full embrace of righteousness. 
7. Therefore, have hope in God. There is an end to your suffering, your anxiety, your 

confusion, your inability, and your weakness. HALLELEJUH! 
 
 

1 http://www.mcclearycommunitychurch.com/sermons/king-coming-revelation-1911-16  
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Just_war_theory  

                                                 


