
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: June 26, 2022 
Title: The Tale of Two Contrasting Cities - THE FALL OF BABYLON 
Text:  Rev. 16:17-19:10 
Theme: Each “trinity” is building a city. Each a monument to their power and intent, but only 

one shall prevail. At the Coming of Jesus, all evil shall be destroyed and thrown into 
the Lake of Fire.  

 
Introduction:  
 
FOOL’S GOLD 
“Iron pyrite is a shiny mineral composed of iron disulfide. It looks somewhat like real gold, so 
it came to be called fool's gold. Fool's gold was often found during the gold rush of the 1840s in 
the U.S. Many inexperienced miners believed that they hit the mother lode upon finding a cache 
of iron pyrite. Unlike the real thing, fool's gold is a relatively worthless commodity because of 
its natural abundance and lack of industrial utility. Investments in hot stocks that seemed too 
good to be true, only to crash and burn, can be referred to as fool's gold. Journalists and Wall 
Street analysts sometimes use the term to describe overvalued stocks or bonds.”1 
 
Babylon, the world, is fool’s gold and is a fool’s investment. Babylon will take you further than 
you want to go, cost you more than you want to pay, and keep you longer than you want to 
stay. In the end, Babylon will kill your body and cost you your soul. 
 
OT REFERENCE: Isaiah 13:1, 9-16; 47:1, 8, 9; Jeremiah 50, 51. 
 
An Overview: 
The vision we have in revelation moves in and out, backwards and forwards. There is a 
dominate element holding it together and giving it continuity, but there is a repetition of the 
simple picture that expands and contracts the story. Each emphasizes and ends with the return 
of Jesus. You must know the story or you will be lost in the movement. 
 
Our Passage: 

1. 7th Bowl – Overview and Summary (Revelation 16:17-21) 
2. Babylon Exposed (17:1-18) 
3. Babylon Destroyed (18:1-19:5) 
4. Babylon Replaced (19:6-10) 

 
THE BIG IDEA in our passage is the fall of Babylon. This Babylon has been, is, and will be until 
Jesus comes. There are many “faces” to this Babylon. There isn’t a single Babylon, but many and 
all are gathered around the singular idea of destroying God’s people. We think of this great 
whore as an individual, but it is a city, an empire, an idea. John identifies for us the meaning of 
the symbol.  
 
In Revelation 18:4, a voice from heaven says, “Come out of her.” 
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 Rev. 18:3-5 
3 "For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the passion of her immorality, and the 
kings of the earth have committed acts of immorality with her, and the merchants of the 
earth have become rich by the wealth of her sensuality." 4 I heard another voice from 
heaven, saying, "Come out of her, my people, so that you will not participate in her sins 
and receive of her plagues; 5 for her sins have piled up as high as heaven, and God has 
remembered her iniquities. 

 
Although the image is of a literal city, the symbol is more insidious and pervasive than a 
physical, tangible city. I “wish” the object of our avoidance were as “easy” as something 
physical, concrete, and tangible. But it is something else and we will see this as we work through 
this passage and idea. 
 
The idea of Babylon in the Bible 

 

 Pentateuch: The word Babylon [Babel] occurs twice in the Pentateuch (Gen. 10:10; 11:9). 
 

“Of this person [Nimrod; Gen. 10:8] little is known, as he is not mentioned except here and in 
1Ch 1:10, which is evidently a copy of the text in Genesis.   
 

 Gen. 10:7-12 
8 Now Cush became the father of Nimrod; he became a mighty one on the earth. 9 He was 
a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod a mighty hunter 
before the LORD." 10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech and Accad 
and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went forth into Assyria, and built 
Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah, 12 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is 
the great city. 

 

Jewish Bible commentators portray this individual as a rebel against the Lord, a warlike giant, 
a murderer of innocent men, a mighty man in sin, an oppressor, a tyrant, and a hunter of men 
through persecution.2 
 

 Historical Books: Babylon as a world power and an enslaving empire occurs 44 times 
between 2 Kings 17:24 and Esther 2:6. The Aramaic form of Babel occurs seven times in 
Ezra 5:12, 13, 14, 17; 6:1, 5, and 7:16. 

 Wisdom Literature: It occurs three times in the Psalms (87:4; 137:1, 8). 

 The Prophets: And 131 times between Isaiah 13:1 and Zechariah 6:10. 

 New Testament: It is found only eleven times in the NT and six of those are in Revelation. 
 

It is a city, an empire, and an idea that enslaves and destroys. It is built on death producing 
death. All who enter into this city, all who embrace this idea, go further than they wish, pay 
more than they want, and stay longer than they desire. Babylon takes life and gives death.  
 
This is the tale of two contrasting cities. One produces death and the other life. What does this 
death dealer look like? 



 

 

3 

 
OUTLINE: 
 

I. Babylon Exposed | Described (Rev. 17:1-18) 
 

A. What the city looks like 

1. She feeds promiscuity (17:1, 2, 4; 18:3 [e.g. “sex trafficking; pornographic, she 

represents the complete collapse of morality, etc.”). 

2. She has sway over an innumerable host (17:1, 15). 

3. She rides a scarlet beast (vv. 3, 7; cf. 12:3). 

4. She has the appearance of wealth (v. 4). 

5. She is identified as Babylon the Great (17:5; 18:2). 

 

The place of judgment, Israel’s source of desolation, isolation, and separation will be destroyed 

and forever removed from her experience. Her enemies will be smashed, every tear will be 

wiped away! 

 

6. She is a slayer of God’s people (v. 6; 18:24). 

7. She causes wonder in those who see her (v. 6). 

8. She is hated by the earthly powers and the Great Red Dragon (17:16). 

 

The powers that animate the city shall ultimately consume the city. Her energy source feeds her 

destruction. The beast is the fuel consuming the city. What happens in vv. 15, 16 works out the 

purpose of God (v. 17). 

 

9. She is the great city (17:18). Never is she ever anything but “great.” There is 

something breathtaking at the enormity of this city. 

 

10. She is a prison for every abhorrent thing (18:2). 

11. She is destroyed with fire (17:16; 18:9, 18). 

12. She is wept over by those who profited from her ill-gotten gain (18:9-19). 

13. The people of God rejoice at her downfall (18:20). 

14. She will be completely annihilated and forgotten (18:21-24). 

 
What is this place, this city? Let me call you to connect this place, this city with the power of a 
fallen world overseen by the father of lies. Consider how the apostle John, Pastor John speaks of 
“the world.” 
 

B. The idea of “world” in the writings of John  
 
We will not consider how the NT treats the idea of the world and we will only consider how the 
apostle John uses world in one specific application.  
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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (57xNT) 
 

1. The whore in Revelation 17 and 18 is the world in 1 John 2:15-17 and the world spoken 
of by Jesus in John 17.  

 

 John 16:33 
33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world”  

 

 John 17:14-16 
14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of 
the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the 
world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I 
am not of the world.  

 
Thus, the world we are “in” but not “of” is an antichrist world seducing and deceiving us 
through the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. It is that world described 
as “a great whore.” Remember, the assault against us isn’t just physical persecution, but spiritual 
deception and otherworldly seduction. 
 
THE LETTERS OF JOHN (17xNT) 
 

2. Notice how the great whore is described in the same ways 1 John 2:15-17 warns us to 
avoid. 

 

 1 John 2:15-17 
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And 
the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever. 

 

Now, notice with me how this description plays out in our chapter. 
 
THE BOOK OF REVELATION (3xNT) 
 

a. The lust of the eyes (Rev. 17:4). The fallen world is appealing. There is something 
within our makeup that resonates with this. The world seeks to exploit that sin 
nature. It seeks to excite us in our rebellion against God. 

 
It is an advertisement calling out to us, promising us a more and a better and exciting existence. 
It tells us we can have more and be more. That we deserve this life and the life to come. And yet 
it is this world that will take you further than you want to go, cost you more than you want to 
pay, and keep you longer than you want to stay. 
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Babylon is described like a predator, a pillager, and a thief. She is a seductress. The imagery is 
graphically provided in Proverbs 7:6-27. 
 

b. The lust of the flesh 
 

i. Whore [porne] occurs 12 times in NT. Mostly in Revelation and always as 
a “great” whore. It is also used to describe Rahab (Heb. 11:31; James 2:25). 

ii. Acts of immorality [porneuo] occurs seven times in NT; five of those in 
Revelation [see also 1 Cor. 6:18; 10:8]. 
 

 Rev. 2:14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching 
of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that 
they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. 

 Rev. 2:20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself 
a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and 
to eat food sacrificed to idols. 

 The word ‘teach’ in both passages occurs only here in Revelation. It is 
didasko. 

 Rev. 17:2 with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with 
the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” 

 Rev. 18:3 For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, and 
the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth 
have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.” 

 Rev. 18:9 And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury 
with her, will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. 

 
iii. Fornication [porneia] occurs 25 times in NT and the most in Revelation [7 

times] 
 

 Rev. 14:8 Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she 
who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.” 

 Rev. 17:2 with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with 
the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” 

 See also Rev. 17:4; 18:3; 19:2 
 

The world takes all that is good and corrupts it. Although the power of sexual attraction and 
appetite are inflamed and intensified in this passage, the intent is the graphic appeal to attract 
and snare. She has the power to enslave and destroy. It is this “woman” [city, empire, and idea] 
that will take you further than you want to go, cost you more than you want to pay, and keep you longer 
than you want to stay. 
 
There is this progression from the eyes, to the flesh, and culminating to pride. Those who gorge 
themselves on the world’s meal are deceived by their own self importance and power. 
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c. The pride of life (Rev. 17:2; 18:3 [listen to this very graphic depiction of this world 

in 18:11-17]) 
i. Kings and merchants (Rev. 17:2; 18:3, 17) 
ii. Drunk ([methuo] Rev. 17:2, 6) 
iii. Waxed rich ([plouteo] Rev. 18:3, 15, 18) occurs 12 times in the NT; 5 times 

in Revelation. 
 
All we see and hear from 1 John 2:15-17 and now in Revelation 17 is an ancient and well worn 
path. 
 

C. The Path to Personal Destruction 
 
In Genesis 3:6 we read the following. 
 

 6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; 
and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 

 
“From these three sources all natural and moral evil sprang: they are exactly what the apostle 
[John] calls the desire of the flesh; the tree was good for food: the desire of the eye; it was 
pleasant to the sight: and the pride of life; it was a tree to be desired to make one wise.”3 
 
It is the same pathway of temptation faced by Achan, David, AND Jesus. 
 

 Achan - Joshua 7:20, 21 

 King David - 2 Sam. 11:2-4 

 Jesus - Matthew 4:1-11 
 
We are never ignorant of the devil’s methods (Eph. 6:11 [methods]). 
 

 It is this world the devil is described as the prince of this world (John 12:31; 16:11) and 
the god of this age (2 Cor. 4:4). 

 It is this world that has been used, victimized, and exploited by the devil to thwart and 
challenge and distract from the word and work and worship of God. 

 It is this world that we are in, but not of. 

 Our world is reflected by the local church, this family of families, the household of God, 
the dwelling place of God, the temple of God. The world we are a part of is not of this 
world. 

 You can dismiss the weightiness of this truth, but you do it to your peril and the peril of 
your offspring. 
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II. Babylon Destroyed (18:1-19:5 [see also 14:8]) 
 
NOTICE THE CONTRASTING PICTURE 
 

A. The Response 
 

vv. 9- 20 those who fed off and profited from Babylon weep at her destruction. 
 

Notice the contrasting response to the fall of Babylon between vv. 9-19 and then verse 20. 

Remember the fifth seal in Revelation 6? The martyr’s prayer – how long? Remember the sixth 

seal in Revelation 6? This statement in verse 20, 24 is in response to 6:10, 11. Look with me at 

Rev. 19:2. 

 

In the New Testament, the Greek word hallelujah only occurs in Revelation and it only occurs 

here in chapter 19. 

 Rev. 19:1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in 
heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 

 Rev. 19:3 Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever 
and ever.” 

 Rev. 19:4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and 

worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 

 Rev. 19:6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of 
many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For 
the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 

In our hearts and minds we yearn for biblical justice. We want justice, but the world seeks such 

in the absence of God. The world wants and tries to parrot what the bible answers, but the world 

refuses to bow before it and thus, God. Their response is distorted, partisan, and rather than 

answer the question, inflates and exacerbates the problem. They cry for social justice which is 

only a parody and mutation of a justice absent of God and thus an abhorrent falsification of the 

right thing. We must always seek to be just and act justly, but according to the guidelines and 

dictates of the Bible. We long for the day when all that is crooked, malicious, victimizing, 

exploited, and abused shall be corrected and eradicated. In the day of evil’s destruction, the 

people of God shall rejoice and sing HALLELUJAH! 

 
Finally, we see the contrasting picture of another city. 
 

B. The City 
 

1. Babylon – The Bride of the Beast 
2. The New Jerusalem – The Bride of God 
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III. Babylon Replaced (19:6-10) 
 

A. WHEN JESUS RETURNS - AT THE 2ND COMING three things happen 
 

1. The enemies of God are judged. 

2. The people of God are avenged. This ties us back to the 5th seal in Revelation 6:10; 16:5-7, 

and 17:6. Do not forget that the 2nd coming answers the prayer of the martyrs. 

3. The vision of God is completed. It is finished (16:17). 

 
B. What is the good news in all of this? 

 
1. Jesus has already overcome this world (John 16:33). 
2. In Him, you have overcome this world (1 John). 
3. And one day soon, He will reclaim this world for the full re-installment of His Kingdom 

on earth even as it is in heaven (Matt. 6:10; 2nd coming in Revelation). 
4. Thus, today and in that day, we can say, sing, and shout – HALLELUJAH! 

 
NOW WHAT? Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Even as we exist in tribulation, we are in it, but not of it. This present world is not our final 
resting place. This is not the city whose builder and maker is God. How then should we live? 
Let us note the Prophet Daniel for a response to this evil. 
 
Daniel was in Babylon, but he was not of Babylon. What can we learn from his experience? 
 
DANIEL 
“The book has two distinct parts:  

 A series of six narratives (chapters one to six) and  

 Four symbolic visions (chapters seven to twelve).  
 
DANIEL 1; 3; 6 

1. They would not eat from the King’s Table (1:8-21 [{vv. 8-16}  
purity – their religious diet]). 

2. They would not bow before the King’s Idol (3:1-30 [{vv. 13-23}  
praise – their religious devotion]). 

3. He [They] would not conform to the King’s Command (6:1-25 [{vv. 10-24}  
prayer – their religious disciplines]). 

 
The specificity and application of this changes in every generation, but ever generation is 
confronted by a world animated by the unholy trinity. And we need to wake up to that reality. 
 
Friends, we are in this world, but not of it. Let us not forget this. 
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1 https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/foolsgold.asp  
2 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Genesis 10:8. 
3 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Genesis 3:6. 

                                                           


