
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  June 12, 2022 
Title:  “Let Not Your Hearts Be Troubled” [John 14:1-6] 
Text:  Two readers: chapter 12; chapters 13:1-14:5 
Theme: We need not fear or be anxious for Jesus won!  
 
Introduction:  
 
Over 43 times in Revelation we read the word, “Hear.” Pastor John writes to the church and 
calls the church to “hear,” to “listen” to the word in Revelation. The Book of Revelation informs 
us as to what is happening so that we would not be ignorant, surprised, or caught off guard. 
Because of Revelation, we know the world in which we live. The message and purpose of 
Revelation is very specific. It calls us to singularly believe in Jesus and to hold fast to Christ. 
 
The threat in Revelation isn’t just in persecution, but in deception and seduction. Our own 
depravity causes us to become drunk by power, addicted by greed, unsettled by sensual 
satiation, overwhelmed and enslaved by the hook of sin. 
 
Thus, we live in perilous times. We are anxious and troubled about many things. And yet, Jesus 
tells His disciples and us, not to be troubled, but to believe in Him. How does that fit with this? 
 

 John 14:1-6 
1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know 
the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 
What we see is the shadow repeating pattern 
 
One of the tensions we find throughout Revelation is asking the wrong question. The question 
isn’t who the dragon is or the beast from the sea or from the earth, but what is it? 
 
Many wonder where we are in the timeline of the end times. Personally, I believe we are in 
shadows of this right now. I do not know if we are in the substance [no one knows and in 
fact, trying to figure this out is to miss the message of the New Testament], but we are in the 
shadow. It is the flavor of the substance, but still only shadow.  
 
When Jesus is ready to return the following will happen. 
 

1. The Releasing of “Satan, the ‘Sea’ Beast, and the ‘Earth’ Beast” 
2. The Deceiving and Gathering of The Nations Against God. 
3. The Destruction of Those Nations. 
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4. The Resurrection of All Dead. 
5. The Judgment of All Creation. 
6. The Final Assigning of The Unbeliever and The Believer. 

 The Unbeliever in The Lake of Fire. 

 The Believer in The New Heaven and The New Earth. 
 
When this happens, we will know it. The end will happen quickly. Thus, John’s language of 
a short time or little season or one hour. The end comes like a thief in the night or the 
twinkling of an eye. All of this happens rapidly. 
 
In John’s Gospel and in Revelation, John uses the idea of a specific hour for the unfolding of His 
purpose for the end of the age (Rev. 9:15; 14:7, 14). 
 

 Re 3:3 'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. 
Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what 
hour I will come to you. 

 Re 3:10 'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from 
the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test 
those who dwell on the earth. 

 Re 9:15 And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month 
and year, were released, so that they would kill a third of mankind. 

 Re 11:13 And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven 
thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory 
to the God of heaven. 

 Re 14:7 and he said with a loud voice, "Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour 
of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea 
and springs of waters." 

 Re 14:15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a loud voice to Him 
who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has come, because 
the harvest of the earth is ripe." 

 Re 17:12 "The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a 
kingdom, but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 

 Re 18:10 standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment, saying, 'Woe, woe, the 
great city, Babylon, the strong city! For in one hour your judgment has come.' 

 Re 18:17 for in one hour such great wealth has been laid waste!' And every shipmaster 
and every passenger and sailor, and as many as make their living by the sea, stood at a 
distance, 

 Re 18:19 "And they threw dust on their heads and were crying out, weeping and 
mourning, saying, 'Woe, woe, the great city, in which all who had ships at sea became 
rich by her wealth, for in one hour she has been laid waste!' 

(NAS95) 
 
Thus, we might not be in that moment, in this moment, but we can enter into that moment in 
“the twinkling of an eye.” 
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Let us remind ourselves where we are and what John’s purpose is in writing. 
 
Revelation is like a multilayered Cake. 
 

• Revelation is like a multilayered cake. 
• Each layer tells the same story with a slightly different vantage point and additional flavor. 
• The editorials or commentaries are the frosting between the layers (e.g. Rev. 7, 10-13, 17, 18) 

• Revelation is not only prophetical, but also political.  
• Let us consider this thought for just a moment. John was commenting on his culture, its 
leadership Nero, and the nation of Rome. John recognizes that there is an evil in the world 
influencing institutions. What was true then, is true now, and will be until Jesus comes. 

• We are people of extremes. John’s “world” is a world animated and influenced by the Devil 
and yet controlled by God.  

• It is making a statement about the present as well as the future. 
 
John’s Emphasis is on the SECOND COMING. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE | PATTERNS 
 

PATTERNS 

The 3rd Cycle of Seven “Trumpets” The 4th Cycle of Seven “Bowls” 

12 13 14 15, 16 17 18 19 
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Great 
Red 

Dragon 

The 
BEAST 
from the 
Sea (vv. 
1-10 [the 
Anti-
Christ]) 

The 
Destruction 
of Evil at the 
Battle of 

Armageddon, 
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Jesus  
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Introduction to 
the 4th Cycle Of 

Seven 
“Bowls” 

The 
Great 
Harlot 
vv. 1-18 
“The 

Woman 
is the 
Great 
City” 

Babylon 
Falls | is 
Destroyed 

The 2nd 
Coming, 
Hallelujah, 

Jesus 
Wins! 
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from the 
Earth 
(vv. 11-
18 [The 
False 

Prophet]) 
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Now our passage.  
If there is ever a time when you should see, “Lions, Tigers, and Bears,” it is now in Revelation 
12 and 13. 
 
The unholy trinity is fully unmasked in these two chapters. What do we know based on this 
passage? 
 

 Notice the unholy comparison. 

 Notice the relationship they have to each other. 

 We are in the shadow of expression, but there is an hour when the substance of this evil 
will show itself. 

 
The big reveal is coming! Let us consider all three. 
 
I. What do we know of the GREAT RED DRAGON? (Rev. 12) 

 

A. He has power, throne, and authority (12:3 “seven heads, ten horns, seven diadems” [cf. 

13:2]). 

B. He has minions (12:4). 

C. He seeks to destroy the woman and her offspring (12:4, 15, 17). 

D. He is warring against God’s angels (12:7). 

E. He is defeated by God’s angels (12:8). 

F. He is cast out of heaven to earth (12:4, 8, 10, 12, and 13). 

G. He is a deceiver (12:9). 

H. He is an accuser (12:10). 

I. The People of God overcome Him by the blood of the Lamb (12:11 [cf. John 16:33]). 

J. His time is short (12:12). 

K. He is the persecutor of God’s people (12:13). 

 

Now, let us consider chapter 13. 

CONTRASTS 

The Dragon (12) The Father (Rev. 4) 

The Beast from the Sea (13) The Son (Rev. 5) 
“The Lion and the Lamb” (Rev. 5:5, 6) 

The Beast from the Earth (13) 
“he had two horns like a lamb and he spoke 
as a dragon” (13:11) 

The Holy Spirit (7 Spirits | Sealing) 

The Mark of the Beast (13:16) The Sealing of the Father (14:1) 

“The Woman is the Great City [Babylon]” 
(Rev. 16:17) 

The New Jerusalem, the Bride Adorned (Rev. 
21:2) 

“The Lake of Fire” (Rev. 20:11-15) “The New Heaven and Earth” (Rev. 21:1-8) 
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II. What do we know of the BEAST FROM THE SEA? (Rev. 13:1-10) 

 

A. The DESCRIPTION of the BEAST comes from DANIEL 7. John combines all of the 

beasts together into one beast. This beast is the fulfillment of Daniel 7. 

B. The BEAST is different than the GREAT RED DRAGON (13:1) 

C. The BEAST comes out of the SEA. We will note this imagery in a moment. 

D. Like the DRAGON, the BEAST has power, throne, and authority (“ten horns, seven 

heads, and ten diadems [13:1]). 

 Rev. 17:8-13; the intent of this rebellion is to wage war against the Lamb (17:14). 

E. The DRAGON gives the BEAST his power, throne, and authority (13:2). This is a 

parallel idea from Daniel 7. 

F. The BEAST appears to have a mortal wound (13:3, 14, 15). 

 The Son of God is slain (Rev. 5:6, 9, 12; 13:8) 

 The People of God are slain (Rev. 6:9). 

 The 1st BEAST appears to have been slain/wounded (Rev. 13:3; 18:24). 

 Everything works to parrot God. 

G. The DRAGON and the BEAST stand as counterfeit deities seeking the worship of its 

followers (13:3-6). They do this through “signs and wonders.” They want to give you 

“evidence” to believe. 

H. The BEAST seeks to overcome the people of God (13:7). 

I. He does persecute the people of God who are called on to persevere and faith (13:7-10). 

J. The BEAST speaks blasphemies against GOD (Rev. 13:6). 

K. The powers of rebellion will give their authority to the Beast and together with him will 

wage war against God (Rev. 17:9-18). 

L. The great prostitute rides him (17:1). 

M. He will come out of the bottomless pit before going to the Lake of Fire (17:8). 

 

We identify this beast as the antichrist. 
 
The word ANTICHRIST occurs only in the Letters of John. 

 

• 1Jo 2:18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, 

even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. 

• 1Jo 2:22 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 

antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. 

• 1Jo 4:3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of 

the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the 

world. 

• 2Jo 1:7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not 

acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the 

antichrist. 
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NAMES FOR THE ANTICHRIST 

• The Man of Sin (2 Thess. 2:3, 4). 

• The Beast (Rev. 13:1-8). 

• A Little Horn (Dan. 7:24, 25). 

• False Christ (Matt. 24:24). 

• Antichrist (1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 Jn. 1:7) 

 

YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD AS MINE! 

1. Antiochus IV Epiphanes (2nd Cen. BCE) 

2. Herod 

3. Nero (54-69 CE) | Rome 

4. The Russian tsar Peter the Great 

5. Benito Mussolini 

6. Adolf Hitler 

7. Putin | Selenski 

8. Most US Presidents 

 

This beast is an antichrist power and personage. This beast is a conglomeration of the beasts in 

Daniel’s prophecies. 

 
For John, this governmental authority was ROME, both empire and emperor. And what John 
says here, repeats itself throughout history and nations. This is a typological image. When God 
opens the bottomless pit, the power coming out of the pit will demand total allegiance and 
conformity. 
 
Yet, we need not fear or be anxious of those who hold power for they have none unless God 
gave it to them. Listen to how Daniel speaks of this.  

 Daniel 7 speaks of these evil kingdoms and how they are ordained by God (Dan. 2:21, 37; 
4:17, 25, 32; 5:21).  
 

o Daniel 2:20, 21, 37, 38 
20 Daniel said, "Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, For wisdom and 
power belong to Him. 21 "It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He 
removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men And 
knowledge to men of understanding. 37 "You, O king, are the king of kings, to 
whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the strength and the 
glory; 38 and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds 
of the sky, He has given them into your hand and has caused you to rule over them 
all. You are the head of gold. 
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o Daniel 4:17, 24, 25, 34, 35  
17 "This sentence is by the decree of the angelic watchers And the decision is a 
command of the holy ones, In order that the living may know That the Most High 
is ruler over the realm of mankind, And bestows it on whom He wishes And sets 
over it the lowliest of men.“ 24 this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the 
decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king: 25 that you be 
driven away from mankind and your dwelling place be with the beasts of the field, 
and you be given grass to eat like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven; 
and seven periods of time will pass over you, until you recognize that the Most 
High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes. 
34 "But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven 
and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and 
honored Him who lives forever; For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
And His kingdom endures from generation to generation. 35 "All the inhabitants 
of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host 
of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand 
Or say to Him, 'What have You done?' 
 

o Daniel 5: 20-23  
20 "But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit became so proud that he behaved 
arrogantly, he was deposed from his royal throne and his glory was taken away 
from him. 21 "He was also driven away from mankind, and his heart was made like 
that of beasts, and his dwelling place was with the wild donkeys. He was given 
grass to eat like cattle, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven until 
he recognized that the Most High God is ruler over the realm of mankind and that 
He sets over it whomever He wishes. 22 "Yet you, his son, Belshazzar, have not 
humbled your heart, even though you knew all this, 23 but you have exalted 
yourself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of His 
house before you, and you and your nobles, your wives and your concubines have 
been drinking wine from them; and you have praised the gods of silver and gold, 
of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which do not see, hear or understand. But the 
God in whose hand are your life-breath and your ways, you have not glorified. 

 
Whatever and however and whoever this power is, God controls it. This is a controlling idea in 
Revelation. God is in control. He is playing out what He prepared. 
 
Now, let us note the beast from the earth.  
 
III. What do we know of the OTHER BEAST FROM THE EARTH? (Rev. 13:11-18) 

 

1. This “other” BEAST is allos not heteros (13:11). He is different, but of the same “kind.” 

He was like the GREAT RED DRAGON and the 1st BEAST (13:11). The “same” but 

“different.” Allos is used of the Holy Spirit (John 14:16). Heteros is used of “another 

gospel” by Paul (Gal. 1:6). 
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2. The first beast speaks of some kind of government power. The second beast is some kind 

of religious power. The 2nd beast promotes the doctrine of demons.  

3. He appears like a lamb (V. 11). Only time in revelation that does not refer to Jesus. 

4. Like the first BEAST he has power, throne, and authority (13:12-15). 

5. The 2nd BEAST points people to the 1st BEAST (13:12-18). 

6. He enforces worship of the 1st BEAST (13:12-18). 

7. He is considered THE FALSE PROPHET (19:20) 

 

Again, rather than trying to answer, “Who is this,” we should ask, “What is this?” 

 

Why this emphasis on SEA and EARTH? 

 

In our study of Revelation 10, we read the following. 

 
 Re 10:2 And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, 

and his left foot on the earth, 

 Re 10:5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his 

hand to heaven, 

 Re 10:6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the 

things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and 

the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: 

 Re 10:8 ¶ And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go 

and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the 

sea and upon the earth. 

 

Pastor Giles pointed out how the image in Revelation 10 sets us up for Revelation 13. God 

desires to assure the reader that He controls the SEA and the EARTH. No one and nothing 

inside of those realms act independent of God’s direction and desire. 

 

Before we leave chapter 13, notice how this chapter ends. 

 

IV. The MARK OF THE BEAST (Rev. 13:18) 

 

“The thirteenth chapter of Revelation brings before us the most famous number in the world -- 
666. If you get that number on your license plate or on your credit card it sends shivers of fear 
down your spine!”1 
 
The number is one less than 7. It is below 7. [Thomas Schiener]2 If seven is the number of God, 
then six is the number of men. This mark is a counterfeit mark to the sealing of the father in 
Revelation 7 and 14. 
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Because of the picture of contrasts, this is not a literal or visible mark. Those who are unsaved 

are marked. Those who are saved are equally marked. This mark is known to God. 

 

The BEAST demands total allegiance. They give their lives to this king, to this state. Those who 
refuse to worship this beast cannot buy or sell. This isn’t just local or national, but global. When 
this happens, it is the end. You and I do not and will not “live” in that world. That world is the 
end of this age and the beginning of the next. Even though we are in the last days, we are not in 
the last day (singular). And the last day when all of this happens is a short time, a little season, 
and one hour. 
 

• If the idea of the NUMBER makes you fearful or anxious or excited, then you have missed 
John’s point entirely. Rather than fixate on the mark of the beast, we need to fall in love 
with the one who seals His people. 

• As a Christian, you have nothing to fear or to be anxious about as it relates to the END 
OF THE AGE. 

 
When this happens, we will know it. The end will happen quickly. Thus, John’s language of a 
short time or little season or one hour. The end comes like a thief in the night or the twinkling 
of an eye. All of this happens rapidly. 
 
But our passage does not end with chapter 13. Pastor John wants us to walk into chapter 14. 
 
V. What Do We Know of The Lamb (Rev. 14) 

 

Chapter 14 stands in stark contrast to the horror and carnage displayed in Chapters 12 and 13.  

 

v. 1 Then I looked and behold. 

Twenty-nine times John says or hears, “BEHOLD.” It is a grand gesture, the extending of one’s 

arms and says, “Behold.” It is used as an imperative. It is a call, an invitation to see.  We are to 

be arrested by what is seen or heard. 

 

 “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 

him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen” (Rev. 1:7). 

 “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have 

the keys of hell and of death” (Rev. 1:18). 

 “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty 

and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads” (Rev. 14:1). 

 “And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son 

of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle” (Rev. 14:14). 

 “And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in 

heaven was opened” (Rev. 15:5). 

 “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he 

walk naked, and they see his shame” (Rev. 16:15). 
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 “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was 

called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war” (Rev. 19:11). 

 “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 

men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 

with them, and be their God” (Rev. 21:3). 

 “And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto 

me, Write: for these words are true and faithful” (Rev. 21:5). 

 “Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this 

book” (Rev. 22:7). 

 “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as 

his work shall be” (Rev. 22:12). 

 

What are we to behold? A Lamb standing on Mt. Zion surrounded by a multitude that cannot 

be numbered worshiping Him (14:1). 

 

The author desires for us to remember who sits on the throne and rules over all things as Heir, 

Creator (Rev. 4) and Redeemer (Rev. 5). Chapter 14 provides an image repeated throughout 

the Letter. 

  

Those mentioned in 14:1 are the same in Revelation 7. 
We get caught up by and then distracted and thus deceived when we fixate on the Lions, Tigers, 
and Bears in Revelation. But any fixation in Revelation on anything other than God is fixating 
on the tree and missing the forest. 
 

 In Daniel, the BEASTS are controlled by God. 

 In Christ, the BEASTS are slain by God. 

 In Revelation, we have the VICTORY of the LAMB. 
 
Listen to Daniel 7:14. 
 

 Daniel 7:14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

 
Can we not hear Revelation 4 and 5 and 6 and 11 and 14 and 16 and 19 and 20? God wins! 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 

1. As God’s people, Satan is out to destroy you. 
2. It is right for Christians to believe we are in the last days. We are right in believing that 

there are antichrists operating aggressively against Christianity.  
3. We are right to be suspicious of empires and emperors and religions. Any organization 

that welds power is to be held loosely and lightly and is to be looked upon cautiously 
and guarded. 
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4. Never ever forget that God controls all of it, even as a fallen, anti-Christ organization. 
They are doing His bidding. They are not running amuck without any oversight or 
control. 

5. Always remember, we are in it, but not of it. I cannot isolate myself from all of this, but 
I can insulate myself from its deception. By isolating ourselves from this world, we give 
ground and allow evil to expand and influence the next generation.  

6. Our protest inside of and against these corrupted institutions must be by the doing of 
good works and by loving one another. 

7. You and I need not be fearful or anxious about the world in which we live. God has 
prepared this moment and is providing for our needs and protecting us from its evil so 
that we will come into full possession of our inheritance. 

8. Finally, listen to John’s admonition to the church. Revelation 13:9, 10 “If anyone has an 
ear, let him hear. If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills 
with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith 
of the saints.” 

 
Let Us Pray 

1 https://www.raystedman.org/new-testament/revelation/when-men-become-beasts  
2 https://audio.cliftonbaptist.org/audio/2009/2009-03-15_The_State_as_the_Antichrist_Rev_13_1-
18_Tom_Schreiner.mp3  

                                                           


