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Date:  June 5, 2022 
Title:  This Means War! – The Great Red Dragon 
Text:  Rev. 12 
Theme: The enemy of God is fully exposed and his demise is rendered certain by the 

person and power of God.   
 
There is a brokenness brought on by sin that appears all too common and makes us all too 
comfortable with its pervasive and pungent stench. We have adjusted to its presence. 
 
And yet, something just doesn’t seem right. 
 
It is like the sound of living too close to the train tracks or when surrounded by the buzzing of 
white noise. Pretty soon we don’t even see it or smell it. And yet, there is something within us 
telling us that something isn’t right. Although our experience is no different than those of our 
predecessors, we have experienced much of that feeling over the last two years.  
 
My grand-father’s mother’s brother on my mother’s side lived to be a hundred and had a write 
up in the local newspaper titled, “two cigars and a glass of whisky.” At the end of the article he 
stated he was concerned about the price of gas. You see, nothing is new under the sun! 
 
And yet, something just doesn’t seem right. 
 
For example: 
The Drug Fentanyl 
“Fentanyl is a Schedule II controlled substance that is similar to morphine but about 100 times 
more potent.”1  
“Provisional data from CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics indicate that there were an 
estimated 100,306 drug overdose deaths in the United States during 12-month period ending in 
April 2021, an increase of 28.5% from the 78,056 deaths during the same period the year before.”2 

 “42% of pills tested for fentanyl contained at least 2 mg of fentanyl, considered a 
potentially lethal dose. 

 Drug trafficking organizations typically distribute fentanyl by the kilogram.  One 
kilogram of fentanyl has the potential to kill 500,000 people.” 

It is possible for someone to take a pill without knowing it contains fentanyl. It is also possible 
to take a pill knowing it contains fentanyl, but with no way of knowing if it contains a lethal 
dose. 
 
“Customs and Border Protection (CBP)’s Laredo field office seized 588 pounds of the powerful 
synthetic opioid fentanyl during the 2021 fiscal year, an eleven-fold increase over the 50 
pounds detected in 2020. 
Overdoses from fentanyl have become the leading cause of death for Americans ages 18 to 45, 
according to the latest data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.”  
 
Something just doesn’t seem right. 
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School Shootings 
A shooting at an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas, has killed 19 children and two adults 
marks and the 27th school shooting this year. This comes just 10 days after a shooting at a Tops 
supermarket in Buffalo, N.Y., that took the lives of 10 people. 
 
Something just doesn’t seem right. 
 
The Absence and Failure to Acknowledge God and the ever increasing rise of immorality, the 
small value placed on pre-birth life, gender confusion, and predatorily sexuality takes us into a 
pit of dismay and increasing debauchery with a lack of restraint or voice (Rom. 1). 
 
Something just doesn’t seem right. 
 
Memorial Day 
We just marked Memorial Day as a nation reminding us that we exist in a broken world. It is a 
world where nations rise up against nations. 
 
Memorial Day should remind us that something just doesn’t seem right. 
 
The prevalence of liars, greed, and injustice is so pervasive and impersonal as to make us 
indifferent and hopeless in this fallen broken world. And yet, although acting through fallen 
humanity, there is more. There is an active agent seeking to use fallen and tarnished instruments 
to escalate and deconstruct God’s redemptive purpose. Thus, we ask our question, “Why does 
the world appear to be at odds with our Christian worldview? 
 
Introduction:  
 
Who’s behind all this evil and heartache and brokenness? This passage pulls back the “curtain” 
and reveals the malignant, menacing, and malicious force behind all of this. THE DEVIL! The 
three great enemies of our soul are the world, the flesh, and the devil. And this passage before 
us exposes this active agent identified as the great red dragon. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
In review, note what we have considered up to this chapter. Revelation 12 marks the literary 
center in this book. Revelation 12 is a pivotal point, a turning point in Revelation. It open a new 
section in Revelation. 
 
The primary theme of this chapter is WAR! 
 
Before venturing into the study, let us consider a handful of larger ideas in the chapter. The first 
are signs and the second will be how the Revelation marks time. 
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SIGNS | Symbols in Revelation 
 

In Revelation chapters 12, 13, and 14 the main figures of the Great Tribulation are described, and 
this great sign introduces the first of the seven: 

1. The woman, representing Israel. 
2. The dragon, representing Satan. 
3. The man-child, referring to Jesus. 
4. The angel Michael, representing the angelic host. 
5. The offspring of the woman, representing Gentiles and Jews who come to faith. 
6. The beast out of the sea, representing the antichrist. 
7. The beast out of the earth, representing the false prophet who promotes the antichrist. 

 

SIGNS as used by John 
 

The word “signs” or “miracles” or “wonders” occurs seven times in Revelation. The apostle 

John is fond of this word. Many speak in the Gospel of John of the SEVEN SIGNS.  
 

 John 20:26-31 
26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, 

the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you." 27 

Then He said to Thomas, "Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here 

your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing." 28 Thomas 

answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" 29 Jesus said to him, "Because you 

have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed." 
30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in 

His name. 
 

John’s intent in recording “signs” is for belief. The usage of “signs” in Revelation does not 

appear to carry the same intent. In Revelation, “A sign is a symbol of a reality. A sign is a 

symbolic representation of a reality. These signs are symbolic of a greater reality.”3  
 

The first of signs [simeion] in the Book of Revelation. 
 
Track with me for a moment the use of “signs” in Revelation. 
 

1. A Woman Clothed with the Sun (Rev. 12:1) 
 

 “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and 
the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars” (Rev. 12:1). 

 

2. A Great Red Dragon (Rev. 12:3) 
 

 “And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, 
having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads” (Rev. 12:3).  
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3. Then I Saw Another Beast (Rev. 13:11ff) 
 

 “And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the 
earth in the sight of men” (Rev. 13:13). 

 

 “And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which 
he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, 
that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and 
did live” (Rev. 13:14). 

 
4. Then I saw the Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet (Rev. 16:13) 

 

 “For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of 
the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty” (Rev. 16:14). 

 

 “And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles 
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and 
them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning 
with brimstone” (Rev. 19:20). 

 
It is clear from Revelation that the Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet work “miracles” or 
“signs.” 
 
This is where we hear Matthew 24:24. 
 

 Mt 24:24 “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great 
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very 
elect.” 

 
And it appears this is what we are reading of in Revelation 12. 
 

5. Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels (Rev. 15:1) 
 

 Rev. 15:1 “And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels 
having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.”  

 
Thus, Revelation is clear as to the many “signs” taking place during this season and increasing 
as we move closer to His second coming. Thus, the ever increasing descent into personal, 
national, and global debauchery is moving us ever closer to the return of Jesus. 
 
The second area of interest in Revelation is time. 
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MARKING TIME in Revelation 
 
Revelation 12 

 1,260 days (12:6) 

 A Short Time (12:12 [which is the primary means of understanding time markers]) 

 A Time, Times, ½ Time (12:14) 
 
Revelation 11, 13  

 42 Months (11:2; 13:5) 

 1,260 Days (11:3, 4) 

 3 ½ Days (11:9, 11) 
 
Daniel 8, 12  

 2,300 days (8:14) 

 A Time, Times, ½ Time (7:25; 12:7) 

 1,290 days (12:11) 

 1,335 days (12:12) 
 
Daniel 9:24-27 

 Seventy weeks have been decreed (v. 24) 

 For one week, but in the middle of the week (v. 27) 
 
How does John use “time” in Revelation? 
 
TIME in REV. 
 
Kairos 

 Re 1:3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

 Re 12:12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters 
of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, 
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. 

 Re 12:14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into 
the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a 
time, from the face of the serpent. 

 Re 22:10 And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the 
time is at hand. 

 
SEASON in REV. 
 
Chronos 

 Re 2:21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 

 Re 6:11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, 
that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their 
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 
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 Re 20:3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, 
that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: 
and after that he must be loosed a little season. 

 

“Revelation is constantly . . . combining promises of the exodus with promises of the end of 
exile. This is found most clearly in the use of the equivalent time periods ‘three and a half years’, 
’42 months’ and ‘1,260 days’ that we find in chapters 11 and 12. [If the trumpets and bowls reflect 
the final exodus, then it is easy to see and hear how the number 42 speaks of the wilderness]. 
The number 42 corresponds to the desert wanderings, since the total time in the desert is 42 
years if you include the sojourn at Kadesh Barnea, and the people stop at 42 places listed in 
Numbers 33. But John’s calculation using ‘perfect’ months of 30 days each makes this equivalent 
to the time of ‘tribulation’ in Daniel 7.25 and 12.7. For John, the followers of Jesus are both in a 
time of exodus wanderings, heading towards the Promised Land, and in a time of ‘tribulation’ 
as they await final deliverance.”4 
 

Observations 
1. All the numbers marking time assure His people that He is measuring “time.” It is not 

going on indefinitely (12:12; 17:10). 
2. There is a time and/or season for everything (Ecc. 3:1). There is a specificity to God’s plan 

(Rev. 9:15). Although you and I consider 2,000 years as a long time, for God, it is but a 
day (2 Pet. 3:8 [vv. 3-14]). 

3. But, it is not for us to know the time or season (Acts 1:6, 7 [same words in Revelation]; 
Matt. 24:3, 32-36). Jesus will tell His disciples,  

 

 Mt 24:36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but 
my Father only. 

 

4. His disciples often asked, but He refused to give them an answer to their question, but 
gave them instruction toward perseverance and steadfastness.   

5. He called them to faithful endurance knowing the time they were in was “short” and his 
return would be “quick.” They were to be assured that GOD WAS IN CONTROL and 
that HE WAS WORKING. They were told to be encouraged and not to faint. 

6. Therefore, your suffering is short. Do not be anxious, hold fast to Christ and endure. 
 

This wilderness, tribulation season is marked in three ways in our passage. From this we are to 
be encouraged during this season of war. Note the three things said of this wilderness we are 
currently in. 
 

1. Prepared (v. 6) 
 

The wilderness is a place of preparation [prepared by God]. 
It is the same word Jesus uses in John 14 and in Matthew 25:34 and 41. 
 

2. Nourished (vv. 6, 14) 
 
The wilderness is a place of preservation [nourished]. It is the word used of God feeding the 
birds of heaven in Matthew 6:26 and Luke 12:24. God shall care for you right now. 
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 Seed spreader 

 Split rail fence 

 Money back from the hospital [we overpaid | they overcharged] 
 
God will take care of you. And yet, it is war. 
 

3. Persecution (v. 11, 14, 17) 
 
The wilderness is a place of persecution and WAR. 
 
Now, after this lengthy introduction, let me offer you four thoughts from this passage 
concerning the Great Red Dragon. 
 
Outline: 
 
The first six verses take us from Promise to Present. 
 
The intent of this chapter is to reveal the great enemy of God and of our souls. There are many 
parallel and supporting passages, but I will work to keep us in our passage. 
 

I. Part One - The Dragon Described 
 
The Great Red Dragon (vv. 3, 4) 
 

 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and 
ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of 
heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was 
about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it.  

 
“The first time we see him, in the book of Genesis, it’s as a serpent. By the time we read 1 Peter 
5, he’s a lion. By the end of the Bible, in Revelation 12, he’s a dragon!”5 
 
We see this assault against the woman’s seed from the very beginning of the Biblical Story. 
We can remember Herod’s destruction of the little children in Matthew’s Gospel. 
We can remember Satan’s temptation against the Christ. 
 
Dragon is a transliteration of the Greek word. Revelation is the first and only time Satan is 
referred to as a dragon. 
 
Notice the descriptive of this Great Red Dragon. 
 

1. He is described as Red and Great (Rev. 12:3, 9). 
 

 Re 12:3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having 
seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. 
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The only other time red occurs in Revelation is Rev. 6:4, the red horse, the horse of WAR. 
 
The word “great” occurs extensively in Revelation. Everything is upfront and expanded. 
 

2. He is described as having power and authority over others (Rev. 12:3, 4, 7). 
 

 Re 12:4 And his tail *swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the 
earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that 
when she gave birth he might devour her child. 

 
The seven heads represent mountains (Rev 17:9) and the ten horns represent kings (Rev 17:12; 
cf. Dan 7:7-8, 20, 24). We’ll find out more about these heads, horns, and crowns in Revelation 13. 
 
Similar language occurs throughout the Bible. 
 
Jesus said, Luke 10:18 And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like 
lightning. 
 

3. He is described as being at WAR with the child and with the angels of God (Rev. 12:4, 7, 
13, 16) and the people of God. 

 

 Re 12:7 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the 
dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, 

 
4. He is described as the serpent of old, the devil, and Satan (Rev. 20:2). 

 

 Re 20:2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, 
and bound him for a thousand years; 

 

5. He is described as part of the trinitarian anti-Christ (The Dragon, the Beast, and the False 
Prophet] Rev. 13:1, 2, 4, 11; 16:13). 

 

 Re 13:1 And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming 
up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten 
diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. 

 Re 13:2 And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of 
a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power 
and his throne and great authority. 

 Re 13:4 they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and 
they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war 
with him?" 

 Re 13:11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns 
like a lamb and he spoke as a dragon. 

 Re 16:13 And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of 
the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; 
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II. Part Two – The Dragon’s Design 
 

He is described as one who seeks our destruction (v. 6), deceives (12:9), and is the accuser (Rev. 
12:10) of the believer.  
 

A. Devour 
 
John uses the word “devour” (v. 6) to speak of the dragon’s intent. It is the Greek word 
katesthio.   
 
It occurs 15 times in the New Testament. Matthew, Mark, and Luke use it to describe birds 
eating the gospel seed in Matthew 13:4 (Mark 4:4; Luke 8:5) and of the religious leaders 
“devouring” the homes of widows (Matt. 23:14; Mark 12:40; Luke 20:37). Mark 4:15 tells us it 
is “Satan [who] comes and takes away the word which has been sown in them.” Luke also 
uses it to describe the devouring of wealth by the elder brother of his prodigal sibling (Luke 
15:30). 
 
Paul uses it only twice (2 Cor. 11:20; Gal. 5:15). 
The Gospel of John uses it once to describe, “The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up” (John 
2:17). Revelation uses it the most. Revelation 10:9, 10 use it to speak of John “eating” the little 
book. It is used of the two witnesses whose fire “devours their enemies” (Rev. 11:5). It is 
found in our passage and then in Revelation 20:9 of God’s fire devouring His enemies. 
 
The word used in 1 Peter 5:8 for the devil devouring is katapino. This is the same word in Rev. 
12:16 for the earth swallowing up the flood water from Satan. 
 

B. Deceive 
 
The word occurs extensively in Revelation. The idea of this deception is to knock you off course, 
out of orbit. Take you away from what is natural. 

 Re 2:20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman 
Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit 
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 

 Re 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, 
which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast 
out with him. 

 Re 13:14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which 
he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they 
should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 

 Re 18:23 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the 
bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the 
great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. 

 Re 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles 
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them 
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that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone. 

 Re 20:3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that 
he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after 
that he must be loosed a little season. 

 Re 20:8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, 
Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the 
sea. 

 Re 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where 
the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

 
Jesus uses this word extensively in the Olivet Discourse describing the period surrounding 
the second coming. 
 

 Mt 24:4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, take heed that no man deceive you. 

 Mt 24:5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

 Mt 24:11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 

 Mt 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and 
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 

 
We are deceived, if we think this world is a friend to grace. The brokenness in our world is 
leveraged by the great enemy of our soul. 
 

C. Accuses 
 
This word occurs only once in Revelation and once in John, but five times in Acts. In Acts and 
John, it is a legal accusation against a law. 

 Joh 8:10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, 
Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 

 Ac 23:30 And when it was told me how that the Jews laid wait for the man, I sent straightway 
to thee, and gave commandment to his accusers also to say before thee what they had against 
him. Farewell. 

 Ac 23:35 I will hear thee, said he, when thine accusers are also come. And he commanded 
him to be kept in Herod's judgment hall. 

 Ac 24:8 Commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by examining of whom thyself mayest 
take knowledge of all these things, whereof we accuse him. 

 Ac 25:16 To whom I answered, It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, 
before that he which is accused have the accusers face to face, and have licence to answer for 
himself concerning the crime laid against him. 

 Ac 25:18 Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought none accusation of such 
things as I supposed: 

 Re 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is 
cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 
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Think about this. Satan accuses you as a violator of God’s Law and he is right in his accusation. 
But we have an advocate who pleads in our behalf showing our blamelessness before the Law. 
There is therefore NO CONDEMNATION. Despite your great failure, God declares you 
righteous! 
 

III. Part Three – The Dragon Defeated 
 
He is described as being temporarily defeated and ultimately overthrown (Rev. 12:9; 20:2). 
 

A. Defeated (v. 8) “Could not prevail” ischuo occurs 1x in Revelation. A sister word 
occurs three times. Two references are sited. 

 
What he cannot do; God can. 

 Re 5:12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 

 Re 7:12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, 
and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
B. He was thrown down! ([ballo] Rev. 12:4, 9, 13, 15, 16; 19:20; 20:3, 10, 14) 

 

 Re 12:9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil 
and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels 
were thrown down with him. 

 Re 12:13 And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted 
the woman who gave birth to the male child. 

 Re 20:10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night 
forever and ever. 

 
C. Conquered (v. 11) nikao we have already noted how John dominates the use of this 

word in the NT. 
 
This is the same word used in Revelation 2 and 3 to describe the church as coming into full 
possession of their inheritance. It is also used by John in First John. 
 

 1Jo 2:13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. 
I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto 
you, little children, because ye have known the Father. 

 1Jo 2:14 I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the 
beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of 
God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one. 

 1Jo 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that 
is in you, than he that is in the world. 

 1Jo 5:4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith. 
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 1Jo 5:5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son 
of God? 

 
We have victory over the devil because of our faith in the Word of God assuring us Jesus is the 
Son of God. He is our victory. We have no strength in ourselves. Our victory over the flesh, the 
world, and the devil is an imputed victory and it is real! 
 
While we exist in tribulation, in this wilderness, we are protected and provided for. God has 
already given us the victory over the great enemy of our soul. 
 
And yet, nowhere does the New Testament paint a picture of the Christian life as anything other 
than one of war. 
 

IV. Part Four – The Dragon’s Desire (vv. 14-17). 
 

 14 But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she could fly into 
the wilderness to her place, where she *was nourished for a time and times and half a 
time, from the presence of the serpent. 15 And the serpent poured water like a river out of 
his mouth after the woman, so that he might cause her to be swept away with the flood. 
16 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and drank up the river 
which the dragon poured out of his mouth. 17 So the dragon was enraged with the 
woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her children, who keep the 
commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

 
The next five verses provide the second part of verses 7-12. The first part speaks of the war in 
heaven and this section addresses the war that takes place on earth. The Dragon is at war with 
the one people of God: Israel and the Church, all ethnicities making up the one people of God 
are under assault. 
 
Friends, we are in tribulation, we are in this wilderness, but we sit squarely before His second 
coming and the Promised Land. We will come into full possession of this inheritance. Hold fast, 
do not lose heart, and don’t quit.  
 
Now What? Where do we go from Here? 
 
1. The Serpent’s Seed wages a relentless war against the Seed of the Woman. 
2. This enemy is determined to deceive you, is accusing you, and seeks to devour you. This 

enemy is after your complete failure. 
3. This enemy, however, has been defeated by the angels, thrown down to the earth, and 

conquered by the blood of the lamb and imputed to the people of God. God’s program will 
end in triumph and you will come into full possession of your inheritance. 

4. During this wilderness moment, God is protecting you, He is providing for you, and He is 
perfecting you even though it is a time and season of persecution. 

5. You need not fear and you need not be anxious, God will preserve His people and God will 

punishes His enemies. 
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Listen with me as I read for us the hymn by Martin Luther entitled, A MIGHTY FORTRESS. 

 1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
does seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

 2 Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God's own choosing. 
You ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same; 
and he must win the battle. 

 3 And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God has willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, 
for lo! his doom is sure; 
one little word shall fell him. 

 4 That Word above all earthly powers 
no thanks to them abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill: 
God's truth abideth still; 
his kingdom is forever!  

1 https://www.dea.gov/resources/facts-about-fentanyl  
2 https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/nchs_press_releases/2021/20211117.htm  
3 https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/66-41/the-war-of-the-ages-part-1 John MacArthur is correct on 

the symbolism in Revelation. He is incorrect in saying this is supporting a literal hermeneutic. He refuses to 

acknowledge Revelation as a representation of Apocalyptic literature. 
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4 https://www.psephizo.com/biblical-studies/is-the-new-jerusalem-a-place-or-a-people/  
5 Christian Health Care Newsletter, February 2022, “The enemy’s weapons are illusion and fear, so keep your 
eyes on Jesus!” by Will Cooper, Chief Operating Officer, p. 3. 


