
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Title: “One Plan, One Savior, One People”1 

Text: Heb. 11:8-16; 39, 40; Rev. 21:1ff 

Theme: The Book of Revelation concludes the single Story of Scripture running from Genesis 
through Revelation with Jesus as the Center. This Story has always been a singular plan, 
with a singular Savior, and a singular people. Today I desire for us to consider this 
thought along three distinct lines. First, the Bible’s One Story; Second, the Bible’s One 
Savior; And finally, the Bible’s One People. 

 
Introduction: 
 
I was raised in a Roman Catholic family that observed meatless Fridays. There were ten of us 
and my mother was always very creative. All I remember was eating fast. I was also a textured 
eater, so there were some foods I did not like. My mother did not give us options. With our own 
children and grandchildren, we always “make” them eat at least a spoonful of the item and 
somehow, they find that painful and traumatic. 
 
Every week for the last 20 years I’ve prepared a Sunday dinner for this church family. I invite 
you to come and dine. I want you to think, to study, to be Bereans (Acts 17:11). Metaphorically, 
I’m serving a meal. I don’t want you to skip the meal or turn your nose up at it. I want you to 
taste it, even if the meal itself is new to you. I’m not serving fast food or even restaurant food. 
I’m serving you a homemade meal from scratch. And it is nutritionally dense. You might not 
like it, but please try it. Only God the Holy Spirit can cause us to change. And I rest knowing 
that is what He has done and is doing in me and in you. 
 
Personal Word: I was a dispensationalist. All of my theological formation was in dispensational 
thought and I both taught and defended dispensationalism. What happened? Years ago, I began 
doing biblical theology rather than systematic theology and also began speaking of the Bible 
telling a single Story with Jesus at the center. Without intending to, this two-fold shift moved 
me away from dispensationalism as a system. This took well over ten years. It has only been 
within the last seven years that I began formalizing my understanding of the Book of Revelation. 
I am still on a journey of discovery. But because of my hermeneutic, and that of this church, the 
conclusions I am coming to are outside of a dispensational framework which affect one’s 
eschatology and the relationship Old Testament Israel has to the New Testament Church. 
 
Why this study? In our study on Revelation 7, we noted how there is only one people of God, a 
multitude no one can number. And in Revelation 11, we noted how the two witnesses are 
symbolically represented as olive trees and lampstands [i.e. Israel and the church] as the one 
people of God.  
 
We have made the statement that believing Jews become the New Testament Church, much like 
a caterpillar becoming a butterfly. What believing Israel was, the New Testament church is and 
ultimately will be in the eternal state, united in the unadulterated and undistracted worship of 
God. Thus, the church does not replace Israel or is in competition with Israel or running in 
parallel to Israel. But rather, the church is the ever increasing and completing of Israel. Both 
believing Jews and believing Gentiles form the one people of God. 
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The unifying of the two is in distinction to their separation. Rather than separating each into two 
distinct plans or people, we are seeing them, as well as all the believing, as the single people of 
God. 
 
This is one of the qualifying distinctions between a dispensational understanding of the Bible 
and a non-dispensational understanding of the Bible. 
 
When we discuss dispensational and non-dispensational distinctives, we end up discussing the 
relationship of Old Testament Israel to the New Testament Church and the implications of this 
for the future kingdom. The conclusions one comes to is a result of their hermeneutic. You 
either believe the promises made to Israel are literally fulfilled in Israel as to a land, seed, and 
blessing or you believe the promises made to Israel are actually fulfilled in Christ as the land, 
seed, and blessing. Those two ideas have become polarized opposites.  
 
Why these two separate and distinct outcomes? It all comes down to how you read your Bible.  
 
We believe and teach “We should read Scripture through the lens of Jesus with the 
understanding that it all centers around Him. The New Testament should always interpret the 
Old Testament. When the writers of the New Testament use Old Testament references, they 
were revealing the true meaning of those Old Testament passages in light of the incarnation and 
how Jesus fulfilled those prophecies.”2 
 
The consequence of our Christological lens is one plan, one Savior, and one people. 
 
In today’s study, I invite you to walk with me through the Bible and see how the Book of 
Revelation answers for us many of the multiple moving parts. There is a logical and canonical 
sequence to the study. I trust it will prove immensely profitable for you. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. One Plan - The Bible as a Single Story 
 

 Acts 2: 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men 

 Eph. 1: 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel [plan] of his will, 

 Heb. 6: 17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise 
the unchangeable character of his purpose [will | plan], he guaranteed it with an oath 

 
The plan of God might have multiple moving parts, but it is singular and unified. There is 
nothing random or responsive. God’s plan or will guides and guards the immediate and 
ultimate fulfillment of His Vision for His creation. Nothing and no one can stop Him from 
completing His Story. 
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The entire Story promises the reader that God shall keep His promise by providing a Seed from 
a woman who shall crush the serpent and his Seed. This selective Seed shall bring victory 
through a bloody substitutionary sacrifice. The Gospel writers explain to the reader that JESUS 
is the FULFILLMENT OF THE SEED PROMISE and the COMPLETION OF THE BLOOD 
PICTURE.  
 
Each Gospel writer believes they have proven their point. By the time we get to the end of each 
gospel, the triumph of this storyline culminates with resurrection and ascension. The Book of 
Revelation picks up where each of the four gospels end, with the ascension of Jesus. The intent 
of this conclusion is to confirm that what has been told is true AND how that story continues to 
this day. 
 
The Bible teaches that this single plan from Genesis through Revelation has a single Savior. 
 

II. One Savior – Tracing God’s Singular Redemptive Purpose 
 

 Luke 24:25-27, 44-49 
27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

 

 John 5:39, 40 
39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is 
they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 

 

 John 14: 6  
6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” 
 

 Acts 4: 12  
12 “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” 
 

 1 Tim. 2:5-7 
 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 
time. 7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not 
lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

 
a. From Adam to Christ 

 
I believe in a young earth, thus, after 2,000 years God selected Abraham to be the Father of those 
who believe in the Promise. But before Abraham, we go from Adam to Shem covering 2,000 
years. Abraham was a descendent of Noah’s son, Shem. Thus, from Adam through Shem and 
then from Shem to Abraham’s father Terah, we read of one people. 
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I do not believe the first 2,000 years have a distinct group from the next 2,000 years called 
Israel or the last 2,000 years called the church. I believe all three “periods” form a single 
people. All people who believe in the promise form one people. 
 
All of humanity from Adam until now has a single Savior and a single means of 
appropriating this provision stated in the promise. It has always been by grace alone through 
faith alone in Christ alone. 
 
The entire Story traces a single plan, a single Savior, and a single people. 
 

 Notice the storyline of Genesis 1-11. 
 

 Notice also how the Abrahamic promises are fulfilled already historically and “not-yet” 
in Jesus. 

 
b. Let’s talk about Jesus as fulfillment 

 
1. In the New Testament, Jesus becomes the antitype of the type. He is the 

substance to every shadow. All promises, prophecies, patterns, and pictures 
not only pointed to Jesus, but find their fulfillment in Jesus. He is the ultimate 
AMEN. 

2. The Book of Revelation is the end of the biblical storyline. No one understands 
Revelation correctly that does not see it as the end of the Genesis Story. 
Everyone acknowledges Revelation as having more Old Testament allusions 
than any other New Testament book. Everything funnels and collapses to this 
choke point. 

 
We can agree there is one plan and one Savior. As a consequence of this, there is one people. 
 

7 One People - The New Covenant3 
 
We have already noted how believing Jews became the New Testament Church, much like a 
caterpillar becomes a butterfly. The continuity of that story, that plan, can also be seen in the 
Temple/Garden language running from Genesis through the Book of Revelation. What 
believing Israel was, the New Testament church is and ultimately will be in the eternal state, 
united in the unadulterated and undistracted worship of God. Thus, the church does not replace 
Israel or is in competition with Israel or running in parallel to Israel. But rather, the church is the 
ever increasing and completing of Israel. Both believing Jews and believing Gentiles form the 
one people of God. 
 
We have also noted how from Adam to Abraham you have believers that are not distinct in 
God’s one plan or have a different Savior from the next 2,000 years called Israel or the last 2,000 
years called the church. We noted how all three “periods” form a single people. All people who 
believe in the promise form one people. 
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a. Our Initial Observations 
 
This idea seeks to answer the question, “Does the Bible teach there are two peoples of God, 
Israel and the Church? 
 
Our initial observation is, “Not only does the bible not teach that there are two distinct peoples 
of God, Israel and the Church, but it is opposed to this idea. The teaching of the New Testament 
is that the modern day Church is really just the expansion of God's people Israel. According to 
Paul, being an Israelite has never been based merely on outward ethnicity (Rom. 2:28-29; 9:6-8); 
but those who have been called according to God's promise are Abraham's true seed (Rom. 9:8). 
Hence, all who have faith are Abraham's children, and the true Israel of God (Rom. 4:11-17; 
Galatians 3:6-9, 26-29; 4:21-31; 6:16; Phil. 3:3; 1 Pet. 2:9-10; Rev. 2:9) [whether they be Jew or 
Gentile].”4 
 
Does the New Testament teach this idea? 
 

b. The New Testament Evidence 
 

i. The Gospel of John (John 10:14-16; 11:49-52; 17:20-23) 
 
We know John writes to a global audience. Listen to what Jesus says in John 10:14-16. 
 

 14 “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have 
other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So, there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 

 
Jesus does not say He will have two flocks, one being the Nation of Israel and one being the 
Gentiles. He has one flock, made of people from all tribes, tongues and nations. In His Olivet 
Discourse (Matt. 24, 25), Jesus speaks of “sheep and goats” (Matt. 25:31-45). One is either a part 
of that one flock or they are a part of “the goats.” 
 
Consider John 11:49-52 or 17:20-23. They all speak to this singular idea of ONE PEOPLE. 
 
In John 11:51-52, Caiaphas, who was the high priest prophesied that Jesus would die not only 
for the nation but He would die to bring all God’s people into one.  
 

 “He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that 
Jesus would die for the nation, and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the 
children of God who are scattered abroad.”  

 
In His high priestly prayer, Jesus prays not only for His disciples but for all who would believe 
in Him through the word of the disciples, that they would all be one. The disciples preached the 
word of the salvation through Jesus to both Jews and Gentiles during their ministries.  
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 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 
that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be 
in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me” John 17:20-21.  

 
ii. The Book of Acts 

 
In the Book of Acts, we see the Gospel starting to spread first throughout Judea and then to 
Samaria and then to ends of the earth. Throughout this spread we start to see inclusion of the 
Gentiles into the people of God.  
 
In Acts 10, Peter has a radical vision in which God reveals the inclusion of Gentiles in salvation 
through Jesus. 
 
In Acts 15, we hear James quote from Amos about Gentile inclusion.  
 

 “’After this I will return, and I will build the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild 
its ruins, and I will restore it, that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord and all the 
Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who makes these things known from 
of old’” (Acts 15:16-18 [Amos 9:11-12]).  

 
The Apostles saw one plan, one Savior, one people, and one church, made up of both Jews and 
Gentiles. There is no reason to think and no support in Scripture to assume that this one people 
will eventually be separated into two people with different plans for ethnic Israel and the 
church.  
 

iii. The Book of Romans (11:17-20) 
 
“When Paul deals extensively with the whole question of the place of Jews and Gentiles in the 
people of God, in Romans 11, he shows that there is just one people, symbolized by one good 
olive tree; unbelieving ethnic Jews may be broken off of that tree of true Israel and believing 
Gentiles may be grafted in; but there is still one tree, one body, one people of God.  
Paul [also] teaches elsewhere that there is no difference between Jew and Gentile in Christ (Gal. 
3:26-29; Col. 3:11), but that all believers are members of the same body, citizens of the one 
commonwealth of Israel, inheritors of all the promises made to Abraham (Eph. 2:11-22; 3:6; Gal. 
4:26-31; Phil. 3:20; Heb. 12:22-23).  
In short, there is and always has been one people of God, and that people includes all those who 
are grafted in to God's “good olive tree” to become Abraham's children by faith, whether ethnic 
Jews or Gentiles.”5 
 
The root is the promises made to the patriarchs. No one, at any time, would be saved apart from 
the condescending grace of God. And everyone from Adam until now has come by grace alone, 
through faith alone, in Christ alone. 
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iv. The Book of Galatians (Gal. 3:28, 29) 
 
The entire book of Galatians fights against the division brought by Peter between the believing 
Jews and the believing Gentiles. In the letter to the Galatians, Paul points to Christ as being the 
offspring of Abraham and that those who are in Christ are the offspring of Abraham through 
faith not through a physical connection to Abraham.  
 

Gal. 3:15-18 

 15 “To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls 
it or adds to it once it has been ratified. 16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and 
to his offspring. It does not say, ‘“And to offspring’s,’ referring to many, but referring to 
one, ‘And to your offspring,’ who is Christ. 17 This is what I mean: the law, which came 
430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make 
the promise void. 18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by 
promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise” (Galatians 3:15-18).  
 

 Gal. 3:23-29 
23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the 
coming faith would be revealed.  24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, 
in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no 
longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, 
heirs according to promise (Galatians 3:23-29).  

 
v. The Book of Ephesians (Eph. 2:11-22) 

 
In the letter to the Ephesians, Paul continues to show how Jews and Gentiles are one in Christ.  
 

 Eph. 2:11-22 
11 “Therefore, remember that are one-time you Gentiles in the flesh, called the 
uncircumcision by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands – 
12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated by the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise having no hope and 
without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both 

one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the 
law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new 
man in place of the two making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one 
body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace 
to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both 
access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So, then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
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cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord. 22 In Him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 

God by the Spirit” (Ephesian 2:11-22).  
 
In Christ, Jews and Gentiles are brought together to form one new man, both partakers in the 
promises and heirs with Christ.  
 

vi. The Book of Hebrews (Heb. 11:8-16; 39, 40) 
 

 Heb. 11:8-16 
8 “By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to 
receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith 
he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with 
Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 10 for he was looking for the city which 

has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. . . 13 All these died in faith, without 
receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a 
distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For 
those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. 15 

And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they 
would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that 
is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has 
prepared a city for them.” 

 
Listen, had the physical land been the fulfillment of the promise, they would have had it. But 
they weren’t looking for the physical land. They were desiring a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. 
 
Notice Hebrews 13:12-14. 
 

 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered 
outside the gate. 13 So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 14 For 
here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come. 

 
Notice how chapter 11 ends. 
 

 39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, 40 because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us 
they would not be made perfect. 

 Living Bible - 39 And these men of faith, though they trusted God and won his approval, 
none of them received all that God had promised them; 40 for God wanted them to wait 
and share the even better rewards that were prepared for us. 

 
They, with us, would inherit the promise, this heavenly city. They, like us, would come into full 
possession of their inheritance. Now notice what Revelation does in Revelation 21. 
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vii. The Book of Revelation (Rev. 21) 
 
Remember, Revelation 21 is in contrast to Revelation 20:11-15. Just as God has prepared a place 
for the unbelieving (Matt. 25:41), so also has He prepared a place for the believing (Matt. 25:34; 
John 14:3). 
 

 Rev. 21:1-8 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed 
away, and there is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, 
and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be 
among them, 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer 
be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things 
have passed away." 5 And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things 
new." And He *said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." 6 Then He said to me, 
"It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the 
one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 7 "He who overcomes 
will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. 8 "But for the 
cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and 
sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death."  
 

 Rev. 21:9-17 
9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 
came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I will show you the bride, the wife of the 
Lamb." 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed 
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of 
God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper. 12 It had 
a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were 
written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. 13 There 
were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and 
three gates on the west. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on 
them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 The one who spoke 
with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, and its gates and its wall. 16 The 
city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the 
city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal. 17 And 
he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to human measurements, which are 
also angelic measurements. 

 
The city Abraham desired is unveiled in Revelation 21.  
 

1. Notice verses 2 and 9, the city is the bride. 
2. This bride is called the New Jerusalem (vv. 2, 10). This in in contrast to the prostitute and 

Babylon.  
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3. The city is also called the tabernacle (v. 3). The symbolism is one of union, of presence. 
4. This city is made up of 12 tribes and 12 apostles. Throughout Revelation the 24 Elders, 12 

tribes, and 12 apostles collectively speak of the one people of God.6 
5. This city is also a cube (v. 16). This cube speaks of the holy of holies. It is the place where 

His people encounter their God. 
 
The New Jerusalem is the place prepared, the one people of God who dwell with Him and Him 
with them for their joy. The city isn’t about brick and mortar, but about people and relationship. 
This is what everyone from Adam to Abraham looked for and this is what we find fulfilled in 
Christ. 
 
Hebrews 11:39, 40 assures the reader that together we are the one people of God and together 
we shall dwell with God forever. 
 
NOW WHAT? 

1. The gospel is for everyone, everywhere, at all times. There is no one anywhere that does 
not need the gospel. 

2. The gospel is color blind. It cares nothing about ethnicity.  
3. God has a singular plan and a singular Savior to save a singular people. As the church, 

we are made up of a multitude that no one can number and we welcome all to become 
part of His one flock. 

4. And together we worship and adore Him. Let us spread this good news to everyone, 
everywhere until Jesus comes. 

 
Let us pray. 

1 The outline for this study was developed by Angela Ketterhagen, May 19, 2022. 
2 One Plan, One Savior, One People, Angela Ketterhagen, May 19th 2022. 
3 One Plan, One Savior, One People, Angela Ketterhagen, May 19, 2022. 
4 https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/qna/twopeople.html  
5 https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/qna/twopeople.html 
6 For a short read on the idea of the city being either a place or a people see, Is the New Jerusalem a place—or a 
people? May 18, 2020 by Ian Paul https://www.psephizo.com/biblical-studies/is-the-new-jerusalem-a-place-or-a-
people/  
 

                                                           


