
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  May 15, 2022  
Title:  The Final Exodus - Round Three [the third cycle of sevens] 
Text:  Rev. 8:1-11:19 
Theme: The Second Coming of Jesus answers the prayers of His people and merge His will 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Introduction: 
For many years, I looked at Revelation as a time of doom and gloom where God was going to 
unleash His wrath against the unbelieving inhabitants of planet Earth. I always saw it as future, 
something I would never experience or encounter. It never crossed my mind that it was a Letter 
written to encourage the suffering people of God. That is wasn’t just about the future, but also 
the past, and the present.  
 

Listen to how author Michael Horton describes this same tension. 
 

“Some Christians are waiting for destruction.  Whenever they see news reports on yet another 
rogue nation achieving the capacity for making nuclear bombs, they sigh, “Well, Armageddon 
is pretty near at hand.  Good thing we won’t be here when the earth is blown up.”  In their view, 
there will be a secret rapture of believers, followed by a seven-year tribulation under the cruel 
scepter of the antichrist.  After this, Satan will be bound for a golden age of a thousand years.  
Then he will be released to wreak havoc again one last time, followed by yet another fall (a 
rebellion of human beings and angels).  Only after the earth is completely destroyed will we live 
and reign forever with Christ in heaven. But is this what Scripture says?  On the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus teaches us to expect a long period of wars, earthquakes, and other calamities (Matt 
24).  “All these are the beginning of birth pains,” he says (v. 8).  This period began as his 
followers were persecuted and cast out of the synagogues, and the temple was destroyed by 
the Romans in AD 70.  On the one hand, it will be a period of intense persecution of the church 
(v. 9).  On the other hand, even through persecution the gospel will spread to the ends of the 
earth.  But the end will not come, Jesus says, until the gospel has been proclaimed to all people. 
Do you see the paradox?  We are living in this period that is simultaneously an age of prosperity 
where the salvation of God is reaching the ends of the earth, yet also an age of tribulation and 
suffering.  The church will thrive in growing and spreading even as the world will become more 
corrupt and hostile to Christ’s kingdom.  After this lengthy period, Jesus explains, he will return 
with his angels to gather his elect from the whole earth and judge the nations.”i 
 
Our passage continues to answer the questions:  1) “How long?” (Rev. 6:10) and  2) “Who can 
stand?” (Rev. 6:17b) and both are answered at His 2nd Coming. 
 

With Jesus, we entered into the LAST DAYS leading to the LAST DAY or the END OF THE 
AGE.  Revelation gives a picture of what those LAST DAYS look like. 
 

The LAST DAY - 2nd COMING 
The 6th Seal (6:12-17) 

The 5th  Trumpet / 1st Woe (9:1-12) 
The 6th  Trumpet / 2nd Woe (9:13-11:14) 
The 7th  Trumpet / 3rd Woe (11:15ff) 

The 7 Bowls (15-19) 
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God, in His wisdom, orders His Story and the telling of it begins in Genesis and ends in 
Revelation. The Revelation has more Old Testament illusions than any other New Testament 
book. It is the fitting conclusion and culmination of God’s Story. Just as the Exodus from Egypt 
was accomplished through signs and wonders with a catastrophic Red Sea moment leading His 
people into the Promised Land, so also the Exodus from this tribulation will be accomplished 
through signs and wonders with a catastrophic Second Coming moment leading His people into 
the New Heaven and Earth. 
 
The seven trumpets and bowls image the final exodus whereby God destroys His enemies and 
delivers His people. 
 
Revelation 8 “mirrors” the exodus event. 
 

 First, prayer | suffering (Exod. 2:23-25; Rev. 6:10; 8:1-5) 
 
I see in the image of Revelation 8:1-5 the same image of Exodus 2:23-25. 
 

 Exodus 2:23-25 
23  Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. And 
the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for 
help because of their bondage rose up to God. 24 So God heard their groaning; and God 
remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 God saw the sons of Israel, 
and God took notice of them. 

 
The prayers of God’s people will not go unanswered. 
 
Before I leave this area of prayer, I wish to enforce prayer by encouraging you to pray. First, 
pray in story. Realize right now you are before the Father and He sees and hears you. This 
should not be terrifying, but comforting. Does God see me when I sin? Of course, but He isn’t 
imputing that sin to my account. God sees you and hears you in your suffering. Your prayers 
are a part of a whole and a heavenly choir that joins others in worship before the Father. Second, 
do not measure your prayer. Praying isn’t something that has volume. Don’t think of intensity 
or time. Just pray. Third, do not quantify prayer. It is true, you can pray for selfish reasons, but 
the only “bad” prayer is the prayer not prayed. Finally, when you pray understand how, right 
now both the Son and the Spirit are interceding and advocating for you before the Father. All of 
your messed-up emotions and jumbled theological thinking gets straightened out by your 
advocates and intercessors. Do not worry about saying the right thing, just pray. God hears your 
groaning. Amen. So, talk to God, trust Him, and continue to believe He is too wise to make a 
mistake and too loving to be unkind. 
 

 Second, Plagues | Reclaiming (The 10 Plagues; Trumpets; Bowls) 
 
The “Signs and Wonders” idea occurs throughout God’s repeating Exodus. 
Exod. 7:3; 10:1; Deut. 4:34; 6:22; 7:19; 26:8; 29:3; 34:11 
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This “de-creation” precedes the “re-creation.” 
 
As we consider these plagues throughout Revelation, let us first understand how what has been, 
is, and will be. First, the difference is Jesus. Jesus parts time into two sections. The first section 
takes us to Jesus and the second section takes us from Jesus. Jesus is the pivot point taking us 
through the last days. Second, trying to assign past or current events to the various plagues can 
be problematic. Systems seeking signs will always find them. By drilling down as to what the 
plague might be, we lose sight of the forest. Although we are always evaluating and assessing 
whether or not we read Revelation literally or as literature [i.e. apocalyptic literature]. If we read 
this literally, we drill down on the specificity of the text and lose sight of what it is actually trying 
to say. By examining the trees, we lose sight of the forest. Finally, the details of this passage 
communicate tribulation and calamity; perseverance and hope. 
 

 Third, Power | Climax (Red Sea Crossing; 2nd Coming) 
 
Like the Exodus through the Red Sea, at His coming Jesus will destroy His enemies and rescue 
His people. 
 

 Fourth, Presence |Tabernacle |Promised Land (Exod. 3:7-10; 21:1-3, 22 New Heaven and 
New Earth) 

 
Thus, the trumpets and bowls “mirror” the plagues in the Exodus. 
 
Overview of the Seven Trumpets: 

 The Opening Scene is one of Prayer (8:1-5).  The Prayer of God’s people will not go 
Unanswered 

 The first four trumpets describe the tribulation in which the church exists (8:6-13) until 
Jesus Comes.  In the first four seals, the Nations groan. In the first four trumpets and 
bowls, the creation groans. 

 
The first four trumpets lead us to the fifth. The first four describe the last days. The fifth 
trumpet marks His 2nd Coming which is the last day. 
 

 The last three trumpets describe the events surrounding His 2nd Coming (9:1-21; 11:15-
19). 

 
The emphasis in this section and in the book of Revelation is the second coming when Jesus 
reclaims and re-creates all things. 
 
Focus - WHEN JESUS COMES 
 
Notice the phrase “who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year” (9:15). It 
was in the fullness of time (Gal. 4:4) Jesus came the first time and it will be in the fullness of time 
He comes the second time. There is precision in God’s plan. No act is accidental or random; each 
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thread plays into the divine tapestry. Nothing happens in our world that God has not and is not 
ordering. 
 

I. The Opening of the Bottomless Pit [The 5th Trumpet / 1st Woe (9:1-12)] 
 
“Bottomless pit” is one word in the Greek of the New Testament and is literally the ‘abyss,’ 
which means ‘bottomless, unbounded, the pit, or the immeasurable depth. 
 
The “bottomless pit” occurs in Revelation 9:1, 2, 11; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1, 3. 
 

A. It appears to be a holding place [i.e. jail/prison] for demons/beast/devil. 
B. This place restricts their activity. The bottomless pit has authority over evil’s power. 
C. This restraint will be removed and the inhabitants of this place will be emptied and 

thrown into the lake of fire. 
D. Satan is currently bound in this “bottomless pit.” 

 
II. The Gathering of the Nations for War [The 6th Trumpet / 2nd Woe (9:13-11:14)] 

 
See also Rev. 16:14 
 
The binding of Satan keeps him from deceiving the nations. Upon his release, he will deceive 
the nations to gather themselves against God in one final, climactic battle. 
 
Gog and Magog (Rev. 20:7-10) 
Armageddon (Rev. 16:16) 
The Fall of Babylon (18) 
 
The armies of the horsemen are two hundred million (9:16) 
The rest of mankind did not repent (11:20; cf. 2:21; 6:16; 9:6; 14:9-11; 16:9, 11, 21; 18:15-19) 
 
The coming of Jesus is a two-edged sword. All of God’s redemptive activities carry with them 
judgment. His people are saved and His enemies are smashed; rescue and ruin; deliverance and 
destruction. Thus, as we long for His coming, it is a day of darkness and destruction to the 
unbelieving. 
 
Listen, the judgment of God against the unbelieving is just (9:20, 21). Revelation 20:11-15 tells us 
the unbelieving are ultimately cast into the lake of fire. This eternal conscious separation from 
God in the lake of fire is contrasted with the eternal conscious presence of God in the new heaven 
and new earth. 
 
The doctrine of eternal damnation isn’t a result of earthly opinion, but divine assessment. We 
do not understand Scripture through the lens of our emotion. We understand our emotion 
through the lens of Scripture. 
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As cringe worthy as the response of and judgement on the unbelieving is at the coming of Jesus, 
it is openly taught in the Bible. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade people (2 
Cor. 5:11).  
 
This passage culminates with the end of the age. 
 

III. The End | Consummation of the Ages [The 7th Trumpet / 3rd Woe (11:15ff)] 
 
It is “easy” to hear Psalm 2 in Revelation 11. 
 

 1 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against his 
Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” 
 

 4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.  5 Then he will 
speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, 6 “As for me, I have set 
my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

 

 7 I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten 
you.  8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth 
your possession.   

 

 9 You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 

 10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 11 Serve the LORD 
with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in 
the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled.  Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

 
The very nations who rage against Him shall one day pay homage to Him (Ps. 2). 
 
WHEN JESUS COMES 
This same three-fold pattern is repeated in 2 Thessalonians 2 and Revelation 20. 
 
This final coming has six salient features. 

1. The releasing of “Satan” 
2. The gathering of the nations against God 
3. The destruction of those Nations  
4. The resurrection of the dead 
5. The judgment of all creation 
6. The final assigning of the unbeliever and the believer. 

 The unbeliever in the lake of fire 

 The believing in the new heaven and the new earth. 
 
Thus, at the End of The Age, at the End of The Millennium, at the End of The Tribulation, 
Six Things Will Happen. All three terms speak to the same singular moment. 
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1. The Releasing of “Satan” 
2. The Gathering of the Nations Against God 
3. The Destruction of those Nations  
4. The Resurrection of the Dead 
5. The Judgment of All Creation 
6. The Final Assigning of the Unbeliever and the Believer. 

 The Unbeliever in the Lake of Fire 

 The Believing in the New Heaven and the New Earth. 
 
Here is the question we all ask. When shall all of this come to pass? Where are we on this 
TIMELINE?  
 

a. Are we there yet? No, but we are closer now than when we began! 
b. We are closer now than at the ascension of Jesus! 

 
The idea of pinpointing specific events in order to predict the coming of Jesus isn’t the intent of 
Scripture. This message of setting all things right is a message of hope and comfort and 
encouragement for all people of God from Adam all the way through the nation of Israel to the 
final person saved during this present age.  
 
In this tribulation, God calls us to steadfast perseverance. God calls us to trust Him and to carry 
on even as we struggle in and through tribulation. God has not abandoned us and the prayers 
of His people will not go unanswered. 
 
NOW WHAT? 

 First, the prayers of God’s people shall not go unanswered. 

 Second, God is in control of the in-between. 

 Third, a hard stop is coming when all unbelief shall be destroyed and all believers shall 
be rewarded. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade men. 

 Fourth, who is it that you need to pray for and perhaps approach with the gospel? Don’t 
delay. Use those God given opportunities to share Jesus with your world. 
 

i Michael Horton, Core Christianity, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2016), 155. 

                                                           


