
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  May 1, 2022 
Title:  How Long Before You Will Judge and Avenge Our Blood? - The Lamb Opened the Seals 
Text:  Revelation 6:1-17 
Theme: We are living in a time when God is aggressively putting things straight. He will one 

day thoroughly straighten all that is crooked.  
 

Christians are the most persecuted religious group in the world, according to a Christian think-
tank. The Center for the Study of Global Christianity (CSGC) says 900,000 Christians have been 
'martyred' in the last decade, equating to 90,000 a year and one every six minutes. Jan 13, 2017.1 
 

 More than 70 million Christians have been martyred in the course of history. More than 
half were martyred in the 20th century under communist and fascist government 
(Gordon-Conwell Resources). 

 In the 21st century, roughly 100,000 to 160,000 Christians were killed each year (Gordon-
Conwell Resources and World Christian Database, respectively). 

 Roughly 1,093,000 Christians were martyred, worldwide, between 2000 and 2010 (World 
Christian Database).2 

 
Introduction:  
 

 Revelation is primarily present, not primarily future 
 

A dispensationalist sees chapters 4 and following as still yet future. A Dispensationalist believes 
chapters 4 and 5 happen after the “rapture” of the church prior to an intentional, defined seven-
year tribulation. For example. 
 

• For two chapters we’ve visualized the scene at God’s heavenly throne room. This 
majestic, awe-inspiring scene reminds us that no matter who is governing on earth, 
God the Father reigns from his heavenly throne and deserves our praise (Rev 4). 

• At some point in the future, God the Son will step forward to carry out divine justice 
on the world. Just as he carried out the Father’s will by enduring a sacrificial death for 
us, he will carry out the Father’s will as well by administering judgment on the earth 
(Rev 5).3 

 

I do not believe this is a proper understanding of Revelation. I believe Revelation 4 and 5 
happened at our Lord’s ascension, enthronement, and He has already opened the scroll. We are 
living in tribulation and are awaiting His second coming. 
 

 What is happening in chapter 6? 
 

King Solomon made the following observation about life in general. 
 

 Ecclesiastes 1:9, 10 
9What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done, and 
there is nothing new under the sun. 10 Is there a thing of which it is said, “See, this is 
new”? It has been already in the ages before us. 
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The Book of Revelation tells the biblical Story in parts (7) and as a whole (11, 12; 20:1-10). 
Although, what it addresses has been, is, and will be, what makes the time from Jesus until now 
different than what has happened prior to His first coming? 
 

First, Galatians 4:4 tells us that Jesus came in the fullness of time. There is a divine 
appropriateness to the events around us. Although what we read of war, death, and famine has 
been, is, and will be, there is an end coming to all of this pain.  
 

Second, as a consequence of His arrival, we have a focusing on the GOSPEL. This entails His 
life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension. 
 

Third, when Jesus spoke to His disciples in the upper room just prior to the cross, He said He 
would leave and in leaving He would be preparing a place for them (John 14:1-5). This “place” 
is the reconstituted Garden. He is going to bring everything back to the Garden.  
 

The Apostle John assures his readers that Jesus is right now preparing that place. He is 
reclaiming what is His through signs and wonders. He is thoroughly straightening this broken 
and crooked world and He will finish this when He returns and creates the NEW HEAVEN 
AND NEW EARTH. 
 

Finally, the final punctuation point to this entire Story is His Second Coming described 
repeatedly in Revelation (6, 11, 14, 16, 19, and 20), 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10, and 2 Peter 3:3-14. 
 

This is what sets our moment apart from what preceded His incarnation. 
 
Now, there are four movements within this chapter. Each one leads us forward. With that in 
mind, let us consider chapter 6. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The Lord’s Tribulation [The Lamb opened the seals (6:1-8)]. 

 
There are two complimentary, but contrasting ideas in chapter six. First, is what you see. Second, 
is what is actually taking place. What you see are the four horsemen of the apocalypse. What is 
actually taking place is God reclaiming what is rightfully his as heir, creator, and redeemer. 
 
One commentary makes the following observation. 
 
“The first four seals seem to belong together (6:1-8). (1) They are introduced by one of the four 
living creatures (6:1, 3, 5, 7). (2) [‘Come’ precedes each seal.] (3) Each seal contains the image of 
a horse and rider (6:2, 4, 5, 8). (4) In each of the seals there is a progression of meaning given for 
each of the four seals: conquering, making war, famine, and death. (5) Each of these seals is 
opened by the Lamb, Jesus Christ. (6) Each seal is given its authority by Christ (‘and to him 
was granted…’). John sees the whole process of judgment under the control of God. The 
conqueror has only what Almighty God allows him to have. God is completely sovereign so 
His people do not need to be dismayed.”4 
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A. First, let us consider what we see - The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse  

 
Old Testament Allusions: Zechariah 1; 6; Jeremiah 15 
 
This imagery of horses occurs elsewhere in Zechariah and Jeremiah. The horsemen do God’s 
bidding. There is a sequential and logical progression in the four horsemen. 
 

1. The first seal – Imperialism (vv. 1, 2) 
 
Imperialism – “imperialism, state policy, practice, or advocacy of extending power and 
dominion, especially by direct territorial acquisition or by gaining political and economic control 
of other areas. Because it always involves the use of power, whether military or economic or 
some subtler form, imperialism has often been considered morally reprehensible, and the term 
is frequently employed in international propaganda to denounce and discredit an opponent’s 
foreign policy.”5 
 
This image stands in contrast to the Christ image of Revelation 19. The sequence of the four 
horsemen is logical. Imperialism leads to war, war to famine, and famine concludes with 
death. 
 
“The white horse is mounted by a rider who ‘had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he 
went out conquering and to conquer’ (Rev. 6:2). Some have confused this image with the one in 
Revelation 19, also a rider on a white horse. A quick comparison of chapters 6 and 19 reveals the 
two riders have little in common except that they ride white horses. The white horse rider in 
chapter 6 is bent on conquest. The intent of the rider in chapter 19 is to exact divine and just 
retribution for sin. This rider is called "Faithful and True" and he judges and makes war with 
justice (19:11). He is called "the Word of God" and his name is "King of kings and Lord of Lords" 
(19:13, 16). The rider on the white horse in Revelation 19 is unmistakably Jesus, the triumphant 
Messiah coming to rule the world. Who, then, is the rider of the white horse in Revelation 6? He 
is accompanied by three other mounted horses. Their riders portray destruction and death. The 
white horse and its rider should be interpreted in a consistent manner. It would not make sense 
for this rider to represent the conquering Christ who restores peace to earth. In the expanded 
symbolic universe of Revelation, perhaps the white horse rider of chapter 6 represents false 
messiahs who claim to represent Jesus. They conquer others ‘in his name,’ so to speak. We could 
say the image even refers to all saviors — religious or secular — who come in the name of peace 
and justice but bring war and tyranny. Thus, the two riders on white horses serve as 
theological bookends for Revelation. The messiah figure in Revelation 6 is a fraudulent copy 
of Jesus Christ, the true messiah. When the white horse rider of Revelation 6 goes out to 
conquer; havoc and death result. When the Messiah on the white horse of chapter 19 goes out 
to conquer; he ushers in peace and salvation. As Revelation can be thought of as a tale of two 
cities — Babylon the Great and the New Jerusalem — it is also a tale of two systems. There is a 
false system represented by its messiahs who think they can bring peace through conquest (as 
did the Roman Empire). But only Christ can bring in lasting peace and eternal life in the 
kingdom of God.”6 
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Remember, the Book uses contrasting pictures throughout. 
 

2. The second seal – war (vv. 3, 4) 
 

“The second horse's meaning seems clear. It is a symbol of war, of slaughter and bloodshed. The 
red horse has a rider who takes "peace from the earth" and wields a ‘great sword.’ In his wake, 
people ‘kill one another’ (6:4). The Greek word usually translated ‘slay’ has a more ferocious 
meaning. ‘Slaughter’ or ‘butcher’ would bring out its nuanced meaning more forcefully. The 
horse rider has a great or huge sword, indicating the extent of the carnage he creates.”7 
 

3. The third seal – famine (vv. 5-6) 
 

“This rider represents hunger and famine. We can see this from the symbols accompanying him. 
The horse he rides is black, a color that describes a famine-racked body. The black horse has a 
rider with ‘a pair of scales in his hand’ (6:5). A scale would be used to measure and carefully 
dole out food. It could refer to bread being rationed by weight in a famine, or grain being 
measured by volume. Revelation describes a condition where basic goods are sold at greatly 
inflated prices. Thus, the black horse rider depicts times of deep scarcity or famine but not of 
starvation.”8 
 

4. The fourth seal – death (vv. 7, 8) 
 

“The pale horse has a rider called ‘Death,’ and "’Hades was following close behind him’ (6:8). 
The Greek word for ‘pale,’ chloros, elsewhere in Revelation describes the yellow-green of 
vegetation (8:7; 9:4). The word is the root for the English ‘chlorine.’ It is here used for the tell-
tale and sickly look of death due to a virulent pestilence. The hue or tint in view here is probably 
to be understood as the color of a corpse — of death.”9 
 

The four horsemen of the apocalypses are markers in every age. These same markers are 
present in Matthew 24 and 25. These markers are pointing us to Jesus. What sets this moment 
apart is the LDBRA of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

B. Second, let us consider what is actually taking place – The Lamb broke one of the 
seven seals 

 

1. The Lamb opened (vv. 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 12; 8:1). 
 

“When the Lamb opened (hote ênoixen to arnion). First aorist active indicative of anoigô. This 
same phrase recurs in rhythmical order at the opening of each seal (Re 6:1,3,5,7,9,12) till the last 
(Re 8:1), where we have hotan ênoixen (hotan rather than hote calling particular attention to 
it).”10 
 

2. The command to “Come” (vv. 1, 3, 5, 7), 
 

“Come (Erchou). Present middle imperative of erchomai, but with exclamatory force (not strictly 
linear). The command is not addressed to the Lamb nor to John (the correct text omits kai ide 
"and see") as in Re 17:1; 21:9, but to one of the four horsemen each time.”11 
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Twenty times the word “beast” [zoon] occurs in the NT. Only three are outside of Revelation 
(Heb. 13:11; 2 Pet. 2:12; and Jude 10). It is only in Revelation we have the four living creatures | 
beasts and all of them refer to the four (Rev. 4; 5; 6; 7:11; 14:3; 15:7; 19:4). 
 
The word describing the evil “beast” is therion. This is a dangerous, venomous, or wild beast. 
Of the thirty-eight times it occurs in the NT, only 8 are outside of Revelation. Never is it used of 
Satan and his “ilk” except in Revelation. And in Revelation, all but once is it used of something 
other than the evil, anti-god beasts (Rev. 6:8). Its occurrence begins in 11:7 and then proliferates 
in chapters 13 and following. 
 
Although all “beasts” bow before God, there are contrasts taking place. The four living beasts 
positively serve God and carry forward His will in calling forth the four horsemen. The evil, 
malignant beasts negatively serve God and carry forward His will.  
 
Thus, the Lamb through secondary causation calls forward this “tribulation.” 
 

3. “They were given authority” (vv. 2, 4, 8). 
 
v. 2 “Was given (edothê). First aorist passive indicative of didômi.”12 
 
v. 4 “The word ‘permission’ is implied; Grk ‘it was given to him to take peace from the earth.’”13 
 
v. 8 The word “authority” is exousia. It is the same in Daniel 7 and Matthew 28. 
 
If chapters 6 and following show God reclaiming what is rightfully His, then the seals, bowls, 
and trumpets are His doing. God is in control of your tribulation. He uses secondary means, but 
He is guarding and guiding your life. You are here because God has ordered it. If the Book of 
Job and the story of Joseph and the life of Jesus teaches us anything, God can be trusted. Can 
you accept and believe He is too wise to make a mistake and too loving to be unkind? The Book 
encourages and comforts the suffering people of God. This book assures the persecuted that 
they will be avenged and the perpetrator of that persecution will be judged. 
 
Listen to the singular nature of this story we claim to believe. Listen to the apostle Paul in 
Romans 8. 
 

 Rom. 8:16-28 
16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, 
heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that 
we may also be glorified with Him. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the 
anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For 
the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, 
in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans 
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and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, but also we 
ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For in hope we 
have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already 
sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 
26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 27 

and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that God causes all 
things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose. 

 
Friend, do not give up and throw in the towel. The end is in sight. Here is how God reclaims 
what is His.  
 
From the four horsemen, we move to the fifth seal. 
 
II. The Martyr’s Prayer [How long before you judge and avenge (6:9-11)].  
 

A. Their Testimony (v. 9) 
 

 9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who 
had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had 
maintained; 

 
B. Their Prayer (v. 10) 

 

 10 and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, will 
You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 

 
C. Their Reward (v. 11a) 

 

 11 And there was given to each of them a white robe;  
 
The garment [himation] is prominent in Revelation (3:4, 5, 18; 4:4; 16:15; 19:13, 16). 
The robe in our passage occurs four times in Revelation (6:11; 7:9, 13, 14). Both appear to be used 
interchangeably. 
 
This garment is the imputed righteousness of our Lord Jesus given to His people. 
 

D. Their Assurance (v. 11b) 
 

 and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their 
fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would 
be completed also. 
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Notice how it isn’t the number who would be saved, but the number “killed!” That isn’t 
something we typically hear.  
 

 Matthew 24:14 "This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come. 

 Re 14:6 ¶ And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue, and people, 

 
The gospel’s advance and the martyrs’ blood work in tandem. 
 
“Tertullian, one of the 2nd century Church Fathers wrote that "the blood of martyrs is the seed 
of the Church." 
 
The gospel advances in the blood of the martyr. This is inevitable. 
 
The question is asked and the answer follows (vv. 12-16). 
 
III. The Lord’s Response (the wrath of the Lamb [this marks His second coming {6:12-17}]).  
 
This is the first of several appearances of His second and final coming. In the Book of Revelation, 

the word “wrath” occurs only in conjunction with the 2nd coming of Jesus. Otherwise, the people 

of God are in tribulation.  

 

2nd Coming –  
6:12-17 
[Wrath - 6:16, 17] 

2nd Coming –  
11:15-19 
[Wrath - 11:7, 18] 

2nd Coming –  
14:14-20 
[Wrath - 14:10] 

2nd Coming –  
16:12-16; 19:17-21; 20:7-10ff 
[Wrath - 16:19; 19:15] 

 
Two thoughts are given concerning His coming. 
 

A. The Cosmos | Universe shakes (vv. 12-14). 
 
This language and vocabulary are always used with reference to the working of God. 
 
Old Testament Allusions: Isaiah 13:9, 10; Ezekiel 32:7, 8; Joel 2:10; 3:15; Haggai 2:6, 7; Matthew 
24:29 

 Joel 2:10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the 
moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining: 

 Joel 3:15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their 
shining. 

 Matt. 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens shall be shaken: 
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All of this horrific language speaks to God’s fullest and final shaking where He completes His 
design. 
 
Listen to how Peter describes this in 2 Peter 3:3-13. 
 

 2 Pet. 3:3-14 
3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, 
following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For 
ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of 
creation." 5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God 
the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 

through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7 But by 
His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of 
judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 8 But do not let this one fact escape your 
notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years 
like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 10 But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a 
roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works 
will be burned up. 11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of 
people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, 
and the elements will melt with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we are 
looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 

 
In that day when God judges the rebel and avenges the martyr, the sinner hides. 
 

B. The Sinner Hides (vv. 15-17b). 
 
Old Testament Allusions: Isaiah 2:10, 19, 21 
 
God shall bring the self-righteous and openly rebellious to their knees. The imagery reflects 
Psalm 2 and 2 Thess. 1. 
 

 2 Thess. 1:5-10 
5 This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you will be considered 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 6 For after all it is only 
just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who 
are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God 
and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty 
of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 
power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at 
among all who have believed--for our testimony to you was believed. 
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Hide occurs three times in Revelation. Twice here for sinners hiding and once of the hidden 
manna (Rev. 2:17). It is the same word used in the Septuagint of Adam and Eve “hiding” from 
God in the Garden of Eden.  
 
“In these three verses, God shakes the universe like a rag doll. As a result, the entire world 
will know that there is a God. They will also know that His divine wrath is unleashed against 
their rebellion.14 
 
It is in this moment of our Lord’s return that the sinner asks the inescapable question. 
 
IV. The Sinner’s Question (v. 17c) [Who can stand?] 
 
Old Testament Allusion: Malachi 3:2; Joel 2:11; Psalm 130:3, 4 
 
The answer to that question is found in chapter 7. 
 
Hebrews 2:1-4 poses the same question. 
 

 Heb. 2:1-4 
1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we 
do not drift away from it. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 3 how will we escape 
if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it 
was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also testifying with them, both by signs 
and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His 
own will. 

 
If you choose to reject Jesus, you cannot escape the righteous judgment of God upon you. You 
will either receive the grace of God in Christ Jesus or the wrath of God from Christ Jesus. Which 
will it be? 
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. God oversees and controls all tribulation.  
2. And this tribulation has meaning and purpose behind it. It is not arbitrary, random, or 

meaningless. Always remember God is too wise to make a mistake and too loving to be 
unkind. 

3. A Day of Theo-centric justice is coming. 
4. Only those who are sealed by the Father shall endure. If you are saved, do not be anxious, 

but do be assured. If you are not saved, either fear or get saved. 
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