
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  April 24, 2022 
Title:  Jesus, the Ruler of Kings on Earth  
Text:  Rev. 1:5; 4-22; Misc. 
 
A Word of Introduction: 
 
As we continue our study of the Book of Revelation, we find ourselves at the end of chapter 5 
and the beginning of chapter 6. The primary question we ask ourselves is “When did Jesus 
receive the authority to open the scroll and when did He open that scroll?” 
 
Some suggest the scroll is opened only after a pre-tribulation removal of the church prior to the 
seven years of intense tribulation. Others, such as myself, think and teach He received this 
authority and opened the scroll at His ascension. His ascension is only a point-in-time moment 
representing the entire arc of His life from the Garden in Genesis 1 to the Garden in Revelation 
22. 
 
In God’s good providence, He guided us to consider these truths and study the Book of 
Revelation during the Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost season. What we are studying in 
Revelation has a historical starting point and that historical starting point is His resurrection, 
ascension, and Pentecost. 
 
How do I, and we, come to this conclusion? Answering that question is my desire in our present 
study. 
 
Theme:  Jesus, as the fulfillment of the Seed Promise, received all authority at His ascension to 
rule all nations in fulfillment of the original creation mandate and is thereby currently ruling in 
the Millennium and over our tribulation reclaiming what is rightfully His until “His will is done 
on earth as it is in Heaven.” 
 
Introduction: 
The Bible is a singular and unified Story with Jesus at the center. Unfortunately, we often read 
passages in isolation resulting in a skewed understanding and application.  There is an 
intentional design to the entire storyline, from Genesis to Revelation. What is that design and 
how does JESUS fit into all of it? 
 
The Book of Revelation, like the Gospel of Matthew, uses a rich regal vocabulary to speak of 
Jesus. Listen to just a few. 

 Matt. 1:6 and Jesse the father of David the king.  And David was the father of Solomon 
by the wife of Uriah,  

 Matt. 2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 

 Matt. 2:2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star 
when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

 Matt. 2:3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
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 Matt. 27:37 And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, 
the King of the Jews.” 

 

 Rev. 1:5 And from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of kings on earth.  To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 
blood 

 Rev. 17:14 They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.” 

 Rev. 19:16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of 
lords. 

 
We have also noted how the word “throne” permeates the Book of Revelation. A throne in a 
monarchy context speaks of absolute power and status. The world around that throne bows 
before that throne. 
 
Although Israel had “shadow” kings, they looked for the king who would rule with absolute 
and undefiled power (Matt. 6:10).  Ultimately, this ideal comes in Jesus. Let us now consider 
how this idea of an absolute and undefiled power finds fulfillment in Jesus. 
 
Opening Illustration: 
When a song is recorded there are often multiple tracks coming together to produce a singular, 
unified song.  
 
“Tracking is the process of recording the various instruments that are used to perform a song. 
Usually, a song is recorded one track at a time. Every time you record a new track, you hear all 
the other ones you’ve recorded as well. This is the process of multi-track recording.”1 
 
That is what we have here. Thus, let me offer you eleven reasons why Jesus fulfills the original 
creation mandate and is currently Ruling in the Millennium and over our tribulation. 
 
And although I only offer you eleven reasons, the Bible from “top to tail” speaks to this singular 
image woven tapestry. I only point out eleven of those “threads” amidst roughly 30 thousand 
verses. But eleven passages will suffice. 
 
Outline: 
 

1. Genesis 1:26-28 - The Original Creation Mandate  
 
As image bearers, God designed us to “till and fill the earth.” His intent was to fill the earth with 
the glory of His name as the waters cover the earth. The means to that end was for His people 
to “till and fill.” In His absence, we attempt such endeavors through corrupted means resulting 
in pain and suffering, oppression and victimization. But God’s design has always been, and will 
one day be, for the entire created order to sing His glory and worship before Him. His quest 
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isn’t only for this world, but all worlds and the entire created order. And what God has foretold 
shall be fulfilled. 
 
This COSMIC mandate of COSMIC glory drives the entire storyline of the Bible.  
 
We read of this in Numbers and Isaiah and Habakkuk. 
 

 Num. 14:21 but indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD. 
 

 Psalm 72:18-20 
18 Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone works wonders. 19 And blessed 
be His glorious name forever; And may the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen, 
and Amen. 20 The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended. 

 

 Isa. 11:8-12 
8 The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his 
hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 10 Then in 
that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the 
peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 11 Then it will happen on that day that 
the Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand The remnant of His people, 
who will remain, From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from 
the islands of the sea. 12 And He will lift up a standard for the nations And assemble the 
banished ones of Israel, And will gather the dispersed of Judah From the four corners of 
the earth. 

 
[as I read Zechariah 14:8-15, listen for Revelation 21, 22] 

 8 And in that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern 
sea and the other half toward the western sea; it will be in summer as well as in winter. 9 

And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only 
one, and His name the only one.  10 All the land will be changed into a plain from Geba 
to Rimmon south of Jerusalem; but Jerusalem will rise and remain on its site from 
Benjamin's Gate as far as the place of the First Gate to the Corner Gate, and from the 
Tower of Hananel to the king's wine presses.  11 People will live in it, and there will no 
longer be a curse, for Jerusalem will dwell in security.  12 Now this will be the plague with 
which the LORD will strike all the peoples who have gone to war against Jerusalem; their 
flesh will rot while they stand on their feet, and their eyes will rot in their sockets, and 
their tongue will rot in their mouth. 13 It will come about in that day that a great panic 
from the LORD will fall on them; and they will seize one another's hand, and the hand of 
one will be lifted against the hand of another. 14 Judah also will fight at Jerusalem; and 
the wealth of all the surrounding nations will be gathered, gold and silver and garments 
in great abundance. 15 So also like this plague will be the plague on the horse, the mule, 
the camel, the donkey and all the cattle that will be in those camps. 
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 Habakkuk 2:14, like Numbers 14:11, places the statement in the context of judgment. 
Nothing and no one can stop God from fulfilling His purpose and thus, promise. 
 

“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the 
waters cover the sea.” 

 
Nonetheless, the original creation mandate to rule through human mediation collapses under 
the insidious intrusion of and unbearable weight of sin. 
 

2. Genesis 3:6-8 – The Derailment 
 
The first covenant made with humanity is a VASSAL TREATY in the Garden in Eden (Gen. 2:15-
17). It is a conditional covenant that Adam and Eve violated. The second covenant made with 
humanity is a ROYAL GIFT COVENANT in Genesis 3:15. This covenant is an unconditional 
covenant God alone will keep and fulfill. 
 
Adam and Eve broke the conditions of the VASSAL TREATY and from out of the soil of this 
violation or derailment, comes the birth of promise. 
 

3. Genesis 3:15, 21 – The Promise Made 
 
The Promise made is two-fold. First, there is a SEED PROMISE. Second, there is a BLOOD 
PICTURE. This unconditional covenant will be kept and fulfilled by God alone in behalf of His 
people. 
 

4. Genesis 12:1-3 – The Promise Explained 
 
Genesis 12 introduces an expansion on THE ROYAL GIFT COVENANT of Genesis 3:15. Most 
note three elements: a land (12:1), a seed (12:2), and a blessing (12:3). 
 
The blessing is the SEED PROMISE coming through Israel found in Christ coming to the Nations. 
The blessing of the SEED PROMISE is for all the NATIONS. ALL NATIONS SHALL be blessed 
in and because of CHRIST. 
 
This becomes apparent in the elevation of the SEED PROMISE through the line of JUDAH and 
DAVID. 

 
5. Genesis 49:10; Num. 24:17; 2 Sam. 7:12, 13; Isa. 11:1; Rev. 5:5; 22:16 –  

The Promise Narrowed 
 

 Isa 11:1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots 
will bear fruit. 
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Everything in Scripture isolates the line of DAVID in the line of JUDAH. It is a descendent of 
DAVID who will RULE THE NATIONS. 
 
When we shift to the PSALMS, we hear this theology in their lyrics they sing.  
 

6. Psalm 22:27, 28 – The Promise Sung 
 
THE NATIONS 

 27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of 
the nations will worship before You. 28 For the kingdom is the LORD'S and He rules 
over the nations. 

 

 Ps 2:8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth 
your possession. 

 Ps 47:8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy throne. 

 Ps 72:11 May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him! 

 Ps 72:17 May his name endure forever, his fame continue as long as the sun!  May people 
be blessed in him, all nations call him blessed!  

 Ps 86:9 All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O Lord, 
    and shall glorify your name. 

 
THE KING 

 Ps 10:16 The LORD is king forever and ever; the nations perish from his land. 

 Ps 24:7-10 
7 Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory 
may come in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty 
in battle! 9 Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King 
of glory may come in. 10 Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of 
glory! 

 Ps 47:2 For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth. 

 Ps 47:6, 7 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 7 For God is the 
King of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm!  

 
This storyline sung by the Nation of Israel is the defining song of the movie. Whatever benefit 
falls on the created is a result of God ruling through Jesus the NATIONS. 
 
FROM the Psalms, we read of this future promise pictured in the Vision of Daniel. 

 
7. Daniel 7:9-14 – The Promise Pictured 

 
Daniel comforts an enslaved people by reminding them that God shall slay all “beasts” and shall 
rule over all the Nations. 
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The vision Daniel has in chapter 7 is terrifying (Dan. 7:1-8). The powers of this world under the 
authority of the Serpent’s Seed are horrific. But Daniel sees another scene. One that he and we 
need to remember. The truest power comes forward. There are thrones, but in the midst of these 
thrones, these powers, sits one whose power is absolute. He removes from the powers of this 
world, their dominion and gives it to the Son of Man. Daniel lived in a time of captivity where 
the world powers held sway. Yet, a day is coming when God will sit on the throne and remove 
from the Beast and its minions their power and all of this power will be given to the Son of Man.  
 
All three verses begin with the same Aramaic words (hava chaza). 
 
A. I Looked – The Sitting of the Ancient of Days [Dominance - God Enthroned in Majesty 

(7:9-10)]  

 
There is a multiplicity of thrones, but there is only one throne that rules over all. The language 

of “thrones” speaks to “dominion and authority.” The Ancient of Days takes His seat on the 

throne and flames issue forth.  Hundreds of thousand stand before Him and serve Him who has 

authority to judge and bring about justice.  The four beasts are effortlessly dealt with by the 

Ancient of Days (v.11-12) who has the ultimate DOMINANCE over the earth.   

 

The Aramaic word “dominion” [sholtan] occurs in Daniel 4:3, 22, 34; 6:26; 7:6, 12, 14, 26, 27. 

In the Septuagint, exousia occurs in Daniel 7:6, 14, and 27. 

 

What is also of interest is the occurrence of the Greek word for Kingdom in Daniel and in 

Matthew [basileus]. In the Septuagint, it is found throughout Daniel. Our interest is in Daniel 

4:34. 

 

 34 "But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and 

my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him 

who lives forever; For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom 

endures from generation to generation. 

 

This last statement uses both exousia and basileus as synonyms.  

 

Basileus occurs again in Daniel 7:24 and 27. 

 

 24 'As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise 

after them, and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings. 
25 'He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, 

and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his 

hand for a time, times, and half a time. 26 'But the court will sit for judgment, and his 

dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever. 27 'Then the 

sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole 



 

 

7 

heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will 

be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.' 

 

Fifty-four times Kingdom occurs in Matthew. Twenty-two times King occurs in Matthew. In 

Matthew, Jesus is clearly identified as THE KING OF ISRAEL and THE KING OF KINGS. 

 

B. I Looked – The Conquering of the Beast [Defeat - Destruction of The Beast (7:11-12)]  

 
The Beast is killed. And the “secondary” beasts are stripped of their dominion and their reign is 
given to the son of man.  
 
C. I Looked – The Gifting of the Son of Man [Dominion - Jesus’ Heavenly Coronation as 

King Over All Nations (7:13-14) 

 
What is of interest is to note the word “dominion” in Daniel 7:14 in the Septuagint is the same 
Greek word used in Matthew 28:18 for “authority” [exousia]. 
 
This ruler is the true human that the first human, Adam, was meant to be but failed.   
Everywhere we go in the Story, God is defeating the Serpent’s Seed and putting down its 
challenge. Jesus defeated sin and death (Dan. 7:15-28). At His resurrection and ascension and 
Pentecost, He inaugurated His Kingdom, His dominion. Daniel 7:27 says Jesus gives His 
authority to His people and they extend that authority even as they are under His authority. 
This moment is seen in Matthew 10 with the sending of the 12 and in Matthew 28 in the sending 
of His Church and in the Book of Acts. He is right now claiming what is rightfully His as heir, 
Creator, and Redeemer.  This is the Book of Revelation. This passage like many others assures 
us as much (Hab. 3:17-19). 
 
Now, notice how Matthew 28 shows the fulfillment of Daniel 7. 
 

8. Matthew 28:16-20 – The Promise Fulfilled 
 
Forty days earlier, the Jews celebrated Passover and Jesus was crucified. He laid in rest for three 
days during the Feast of Unleaved Bread. On the third day, the feast of first fruits, He rose from 
the grave. Now forty days later, shortly after Jesus’ instructions in our passage, He ascends to 
the Father’s right hand. It is in His ascension, He leaves His church with the Great Commission. 
Ten days from this ascension and a full fifty days after Passover, the nation of Israel will 
celebrate the Feast of Pentecost. It is on the Feast of Pentecost that God fulfills His promise to 
return to His temple in carrying out His Vision. 
 
The Gospel of Matthew showcases Jesus as the fulfillment of the SEED PROMISE and the 
fulfillment of the BLOOD PICTURE. Jesus is proven to be the KING OF THE NATIONS. The 
note sounded in Psalm 22:28, pictured in Daniel 7 reoccurs in Matthew 28:18. Jesus has every 
right to do and say as He does and said.  This right has been secured by Him through birth, 
through obedience, and through inheritance. There is an intentional sequence throughout 
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Matthew’s Gospel taking us from His genealogy to His ascension. The Book of Acts picks all of 
this up and we will note all of this in our coming studies. 
 
What we call the Great Commission is the Mission of the Church tying us to the Garden in Eden 
of Genesis 1, 2 and to the “No Temple state” in Revelation 21:22 when God’s vision of covering 
the earth with a knowledge of His glory as the waters cover the sea is fulfilled. The intent of this 
single Story with Jesus at the center is for God in Christ to be glorified for the joy of His people. 
 
Every single story only makes sense and is truly heard when we tie all of it to this one-story 
theme. Matthew 28 drives us into and from this story. Matthew 28 “fulfills” Daniel 7. Thus, for 
us to understand Matthew 28, we must note Daniel 7. 
 
Jesus is the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy. Jesus secured this authority through His 
resurrection from the dead and ascension to the Father’s Right Hand (Rom. 1:4). 
 

 Romans 1:4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the 
dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 
As noted earlier, this is the same word used in Daniel 7 in the Septuagint. 
 
The authority secured by the Ancient of Days is now given to the Son of Man. Jesus Christ is the 
lyrical content of the Psalmist’s song. This idea is defining. When we read our Bible’s, we read 
them from the vantage point of the New Testament authors and they read their Bibles [the 
Old Testament] through the lens of Jesus Christ.  
 
Now, listen to how the Gospel of Luke connects the Story and takes us into the next chapter. 
 

9. Luke 24:45-49; Acts 1:8; 2:1-10; Rev. 4-5; 6-14 – The Promise Initiated 
 

 Luke 24:49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in 
the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 Acts 1:4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 

 Acts 2:33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from 
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are 
seeing and hearing. 

 Acts 2:39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 

 
The book of Acts records selected historical accounts and theological discourses that form the 
link between the Gospels and the Epistles, tracing the development of Christianity from Jewish 
Jerusalem to Gentile Rome.  There is a primary idea behind the Book of Acts as it relates to the 
one Story of God.  This continuity is notable by comparing Luke 24 with Acts 1. The book of Acts 
can be roughly divided into three sections. 
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 Chapters 1-7: This section deals with the beginnings of the gospel witness and the 
establishment of Christianity in Jerusalem. The key people are the Apostles and particularly 
Peter. 

 

 Chapters 8-12: This section regards the spread of Christianity to Judea and Samaria through 
preaching and persecution. Philip preaches in Samaria, Peter to Cornelius in Caesarea and 
the Apostle Paul encounters Christ on the way to Damascus. 

 

 Chapters 13-28: The final portion of Acts has to do with the spread of the Gospel to the ends 
of the Roman Empire through the ministry of the Apostle Paul and associates like Barnabus, 
Silas, Luke and Timothy. 

 
The Day of Pentecost and the Book of Acts declares THE KING who is to rule THE NATIONS 
has arrived and is about to INITIATE or INAUGURATE the PROMISE to cover the earth with a 
knowledge of His glory as the waters of the sea.  
 
Luke wants the reader to know how the COSMIC MANDATE of Genesis 1:24-26 is now being 
fulfilled. 
 

 The Letters of Paul (Ps. 110:1; Acts 2:34-35; Eph. 1:22; Heb. 1:13; 10:13 [1 Cor. 15:25, 26]) 
 
The Apostle Paul and the author of Hebrews describe Jesus as reigning. 
 
What we need to see and understand is how Revelation 2-14 runs parallel to the Book of Acts 
and the Letters of the New Testament. This is so apparent, it is difficult to see how we overlook 
it.  
 

1. The Book of Acts provides a history of God’s Creation Mandate being fulfilled. 
2. The Letters of the NT provide local church instruction to the problems living in 

Tribulation. 
3. The Book of Revelation provides further understanding, encouragement, and comfort to 

the church’s current tribulation and ultimate triumph at the 2nd Coming of Jesus. 
 

 Revelation 2, 3; 4-14 
 
Even as the church exists in tribulation, the purpose of God for COSMIC GLORY and the 
reestablishing of a COSMIC GARDEN continues to move triumphantly forward. 
 
Right now, our Lord and Savior, with His people, rules from His Millennial Kingdom over 
earthly Tribulation with a Rod of Iron. 
 
We must not be deceived or ignorant concerning this matter. God is drawing us ever closer to 
His final act. 
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10. Revelation 15-20 – The Promise Completed | The Age to Come 
 
Prior to the 2nd Coming of Jesus, there will be a final battle against evil and the full making of all 
things new. 
 
Even as He controls the storm of tribulation, He is drawing us ever closer to evil’s final assault 
and His certain victory. 
 

11. Revelation 21, 22 – The Promise Realized | “His will is done on earth as it 
is in Heaven” (Matt. 6:10). 

 
Revelation 21 and 22 shows the completion of the Story from Genesis through Revelation. The 
biblical Story isn’t all that can be said, but enough said for us to know the Story and be assured 
that God wins and does keep all of His promises in Christ Jesus.  
 
Now What? Where do we go from here? 

1. Don’t Be Anxious. You are right now living in the Story of God where Jesus rules and 
reigns over a broken and troubled world. He is reclaiming what is rightfully His as heir, 
creator, and redeemer. 

2. Do Be Assured. You can have complete confidence that God’s purpose and plan are 
being played out before your very eyes. Right now, this church and all gospel preaching, 
church planting churches, are advancing the Vision of God and working until He comes. 

 
Let us Pray. 
 

1 https://www.waves.com/six-stages-of-music-production  

                                                 


