
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  April 10, 2022 
Title:  “Behold, a Throne” 
Text:  Revelation 4 and 5 
Theme: Revelation assures the church in tribulation that God is in control by giving her a 

vision of the THRONE. 
 
Introduction:  
 
As we read chapters 4 and 5, we must read them as a singular vision. 
 
What is this all about? 
It is written to encourage a persecuted Church by reminding them of . . .  

1. Who God is and 
2. His Control to bring His Story to its proper end. Both . . .  

a. For the believing and 
b. For the unbelieving 

 
This entire Letter tells us how He goes about doing this. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
The Book of Revelation 

 This Present Age 1-14 

 The Age to Come 15-22 
 
“The book is written in repeating sections, each of which run parallel to one another. Each part 
covers the same time period from the first to the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. At the 
same time, each has a different focus and level of detail. Additionally, they are arranged in 
an ascending climatic order. A way of comprehending this is to visualize a seven transparent 
floor-plans, stacked together.”1  
 
Chapters 2 and 3 describe the church in the Last Days [from Pentecost to His Second Coming]. 
Chapters 4 and 5 describe what exists in heaven during this same period.  
 
Chapters 4 and 5 form a cohesive picture. The beginning of 6:1 tie together what we just read in 
chapters 4 and 5 with the beginning of chapter 6. 
 
“They show Jesus as the One who fulfills Daniel’s prophecy, receiving a kingdom and giving it to the 
saints.”2 Notice the parallelism between Revelation 4 and 5 and Daniel 7. 
 
One of the challenges we have is when this “vision” occurs. Is this vision one that begins after 
the ascension of Jesus or after the rapture of the church? 
 
If it is this idea of a pre-tribulational rapture of the church, then this vision of the throne is yet 
to happen. This imagery has been “dormant” for 2,000 years and as a consequence this vision 
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brings no hope, encouragement, or comfort to a persecuted and suffering church. For a pre-
tribulational position, this vision is future, not present. 
 
Nonetheless, I personally believe this vision is a result of our Lord’s ascension forty days after 
His resurrection. 
 
This picture contrasts with chapters 2 and 3. Here is what you see, but here is what is really 
going on. 
 
This is in keeping with 1 Corinthians 15:23-26 
 

 1 Cor. 15:23-26 
23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His 

coming, 24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, 

when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until 

He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is 

death. 

 
Jesus has received from His father authority to reign and this reign reveals itself in and through 
tribulation. The language of this reign is “rod of iron.” 
 

 Ps. 2:8, 9 
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your 
possession. 9 You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a 
potter's vessel.” 

 

 Rev. 2: 26, 27 
26 The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give 
authority over the nations, 27 and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen 
pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father.  
 

 Rev. 12:5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 
iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, 
 

 Rev. 19:15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, 
and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the 
wrath of God the Almighty. 

 
Jesus receives from the Father authority the Father took from the “beasts” (Dan. 7).  The 
authority received by Jesus, He gives to His people to “rule” over creation. This fulfills 
humanity’s design (Gen. 1:26-28). 
 
THUS, one of the reasons I believe we are in the tribulation is because Jesus is currently reigning. 
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Now, let us consider nine ideas from chapters 4 and 5. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. FIRST, we see the DOOR (v. 1) 

 
It is a perfect passive participle. The door was opened for John. He did not open it, God did. 
 
Stress is laid on God acting, causing, controlling, and leading. 
 
The divide between heaven and earth is perceptual. Heaven and Earth are only separated by 
“doors.” Although there will be a fusion of these two and currently they are “separated,” the 
divide between the two is one of perception, not reality. We refer to death as “passing.” 
 
II. SECOND, we see the THRONE (vv. 1-6). 

 
OT ALLUSIONS [ECHOES] - Isa. 6:1; Jere. 17:12; Ezek. 1:26; 10:1; Dan. 7:9 
 
“The record of John’s experience introduces two images that dominate the rest of the book: the 
throne of God and the Lamb of God. The word ‘throne’ appears 43 times from chapter 4 until 
the end of the book (19 times in chapters 4 and 5 alone), and the word ‘Lamb’ (referring to Christ) 
28 – 7x4 – times. They reveal in pictures the essential theology of the book of Revelation: God 
the creator reigns and is worthy of our complete devotion, and Jesus the faithful, slaughtered 
Lamb of God reigns with God, equally worthy of our complete devotion.”3 
 
What John saw: “A throne stood in heaven” (4:2b-8a). The word “throne” occurs in fifty verses 
in the New Testament. John uses “throne” in thirty-six verses [47X] in Revelation with twenty 
occurrences in chapters 4 and 5. 
 
Chapter 4 is a Theophany 
Chapter 5 is a Christophany 
 
Verse 5 reminds us of Mt. Sinai, God’s transcendence. His apartness. 
 
“The position from which the Father rules the affairs of His universe (Ps. Ps. 47:8; Isa. Isa. 6:1; 
Dan. Dan. 7:9-10). The throne pictures both sovereignty and judgment (Rev. Rev. 20:11).”4 
 

A. “He who sat on the throne” 
 

Notice the multiplicity of the prepositions used through this section in relation to THE 

THRONE. 

 

1. On (4:2, 9; 5:1, 7, 13) 

2. Around (4:3, 4, 6; 5:11) 
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3. From (4:5) 

4. Before (4:5, 6, 10) 

5. Between (5:6) 

 

The image is one where the THRONE is the center of attention. The THRONE and the one 

who sits on the THRONE dominate the imagery. 

 

AND YET, the THRONE itself has no value. It becomes priceless because of He who sits on 

that THRONE. 

 

The impression one is to have is that the one who sits on the THRONE is GOD and thus IN 
CONTROL. 
 

The power of the THRONE isn’t established by wealth, but by influence. The image is of ONE 

WHO has AUTHORITY OVER ALL THINGS. Everything that is about to be seen and heard is 

controlled by the ONE WHO SITS ON THE THRONE. 

 

III. THIRD, we see the description of THE ONE SITTING on the throne (vv. 3-6). 

 

OT ALLUSIONS [ECHOES] – Ezek. 1:28 [See also Revelation 1:14-16] 
 

The Jews would never speak of God apart from some secondary means. Thus, precious stones 

are used. They take what they can to speak of what they can’t. 

 

 Exodus 24:9, 10 
9 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 
10 and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of 

sapphire, as clear as the sky itself. 

 

 Ezekiel 1:26-28 
26 Now above the expanse that was over their heads there was something resembling a 

throne, like lapis lazuli in appearance; and on that which resembled a throne, high up, 

was a figure with the appearance of a man. 27 Then I noticed from the appearance of His 

loins and upward something like glowing metal that looked like fire all around within it, 

and from the appearance of His loins and downward I saw something like fire; and there 

was a radiance around Him. 28 As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy 

day, so was the appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such was the appearance of the 

likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice 

speaking. 

 

  



 

 

5 

 Daniel 7:9, 10 
9 I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His 

vesture was like white snow and the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was 

ablaze with flames, its wheels were a burning fire. 10 A river of fire was flowing and 

coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, and 

myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were 

opened. 

 

 Revelation 1:14-16 
14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a 

flame of fire. 15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a 

furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters. 16 In His right hand He held 

seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like 

the sun shining in its strength. 

 

IV. FOURTH, we see the AUDIENCE surrounding the THRONE [we will consider chapters 
4 and 5 together as to audience] 

 
A. The twenty-four elders (4:4, 10; 5:4, 6, 8, etc.) 

 
This descriptive of 24 and elders occurs repeatedly through Revelation. All of them are referring 
to the same group (4:4, 10; 5:5, 6, 8, 11, 14; 7:11, 13; 11:16; 14:3; 19:40).  
 
The 12 Tribes of Israel and the 12 Apostles. As symbols, they speak to the complete people of 
God. They represent all the People of God. The number 12 occurs extensively throughout the 
Bible and represents completeness. 
 
Some would suggest each group makes up the “two” people of God. I, however, see both Israel 
and the Church making up the “one” people of God. 
 

B. The Four Living Creatures (4:6; 5:6, 11) 
 
OT ALLUSIONS [ECHOES] – Isa. 6:1-3; Ezekiel 1:5, 10; 10:14.  
 
Definitely Angelic and either Seraphim or Cherubim. 
 
In addition to these two groups, chapter 5 adds three more groups or individuals. 
 

C. A Strong Angel (5:2) | Many angels (5:11) 

 

Compare Revelation 5:13 with Philippians 2:9-11. 
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D. Every created thing (v. 13) 

 

John’s intent is for us to be overwhelmed by the inclusive and thorough cosmic involvement of 

worship by the created and redeemed. 

 

V. FIFTH, we hear the SONG to the CREATOR (vv. 8-11). 
 
When one reads the two chapters it appears chapter four celebrates God the Father as Creator 
and chapter five addresses God the son as Redeemer. The two complement each other.  
 
The word “song” occurs three times in Revelation (5:9; 14:3; 15:3).  However, a case can be made 
for reading/hearing far more songs than the occurrence of the word for “singing.” 
 
Mark S. Wilson notes how, “Many people think Revelation is a dark, frightening book. But 

despite this initial appearance because of the plagues and disasters in the book, Revelation 

really is a joyful book, filled with songs and rejoicing. In the list below, I have counted as 

songs every section where the NIV has set the text apart visually from the narrative.”5 

 

See 1:5; 4:8, 11; 5; 7:10; 11:15; 12:10; 14:3; 15:3; 16:5; 18:2ff; 19:1ff. 

 
What an incredible way of reading the Revelation. Revelation is a hymnal filled with songs of 
worship for the church in Tribulation. 
 
VI. SIXTH, we see the SCROLL (5:1-5). 
 

Why does John want the “book” opened? What does this book say? Why does John weep when 

no one is found worthy to open the “book”?  

 

Pastor John wept. 

“The pronoun is emphatic: ‘no one could open it: I for my part wept for the impossibility.’ Why 

he wept will be variously explained, according to the view taken of the meaning of the Book.”6 

 

From my perspective, I think the “Book” is the title deed to the Earth. God is reclaiming what is 
His as its rightful heir and restoring the Earth back to the Garden. 
 
The scroll is the title deed to Creation. It is the title to the land. The deed claims/identifies 
ownership. Only Jesus can conquer and capture creation for the glory of God the Father. It is as 
this time every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father (Phil. 2:9-11). 
 

“The events which transpire following the loosing of the seals are directly related to Christ’s 

inheritance: [Psalm2:1-3 describe[s] the rebellious world forces gathered together to try to 

prevent God’s Messiah from taking tenant possession or administration of the earth. [Psalm 
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Ps. 2:7] records that when the Messiah confronts this challenge, He will declare what God 

has already decreed concerning Him: “Thou art my Son.” . . . the biblical term “son” involves 

the concept of “heir” (Gal. Gal. 4:7). Thus, as God’s Son, the Messiah is the heir of an 

inheritance given to Him by God. Psalm Ps. 2:8 presents God’s description of that 

inheritance: “I shall give thee the nations for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 

earth for thy possession.”7 

 
The saints reigning over the earth is the same as Adam and Eve reigning over the Garden. 
The idea that the saints sit on thrones (4:4; 5:10) and reign goes back to humanity having 
DOMINION (Gen. 1:26, 28). 
 
Pastor John knows what the book contains, what it says. Revelation 6 and following tell us the 

content and consequence of the scroll opened. 

 

The Book of Revelation runs parallel to the Book of Acts. Revelation explains in great detail 

the march of God and the triumph of God in fulfilling His vision for creation. 

 

VII. SEVENTH, we see the LAMB (5:6-7). 
 
OT ALLUSIONS [ECHOES] – Gen. 49:9, 10; Isa. 11:1, 10; [NT] Rom. 15:12; Heb. 7:14 
 
Notice His titles [see also Revelation 1:5, 6]. 
 

 The Lion from the tribe of Judah 

 The Root of David 
“Has overcome” (nikao). When did the Lamb overcome? 
Cf. 1 Cor. 15:27, 28; Col. 2:14, 15; John 16:33 
A Lamb standing (the language is intentional) = was sitting after the cross (“It is Finished” [Eph. 
1:20; Col. 3:1]) and now stands in Revelation (speaks of a readiness to act, “Come Lord Jesus”). 

 Seven Horns = Omnipotence 

 Seven Eyes = Omniscience 

 Seven Spirits = Omnipresence 
 
From my perspective, in His death, burial, and resurrection, Jesus receives the book and begins 
claiming the earth as His own (1 Cor. 15:27, 28). Thus, at His resurrection, ascension, and 
Pentecost, Jesus began to reign. This does not cancel out the imagery of Rev. 19-22. There is still 
a point in time when He will return and set up Heaven on Earth as petitioned in the Lord’s 
Prayer.  
 
If Pentecost inaugurates Him restoring the Earth back to the Garden, then Revelation 6:1 has 
already began. 
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The symbolism of Jesus as a Lamb features prominently throughout the Book of Revelation. 

Remember, the Book of Revelation is not just from Jesus, but of Jesus. 

 

Notice the eight descriptions John assigns to this Lamb.8 

 

1. A Sacrificial [or Slain] Lamb (Rev. 5:6; 7:14; 13:8). 

2. A Worshipped Lamb (5:8-13; 7:9-10; 14:4; 15:3). 

3. A Sovereign Lamb (6:1, 7, etc.; 8:1).  

4. A Wrathful Lamb (6:16; 14:10). 

5. A Pastoral Lamb (7:17). 

6. A Powerful Lamb (12:11; 14:1; 17:14; 21:27; 22:1, 3). 

7. A Rewarding Lamb (19:7, 9).  

8. A Radiant Lamb (21:22, 23). 

 

H. H. Snell has aptly summarized the position held by the Lamb in Revelation: “In the 

Revelation, THE LAMB is the center around which all else is clustered, the foundation on 

which everything lasting is built, the nail on which all hangs, the object to which all points, 

and the spring from which all blessing proceeds. THE LAMB is the light, the glory, the life, the 

Lord of Heaven and earth, from whose face all defilement must flee away, and in whose 

presence fullness of joy is known. Hence, we cannot go far in the study of the Revelation, without 

seeing THE LAMB, like direction-posts along the road, to remind us that He who did by Himself 

purge our sins is now highly exalted, and that to Him every knee must bow, and every tongue 

confess.”9 

 

VIII. EIGHT, we HEAR the NEW SONG to the REDEEMER (5:9-14). 
 
The new song is the old song completed. It is the second stanza with a repeating refrain or 
chorus: WORTHY! 
 
Nowhere in the Old Testament is YHWH offered up for the sins of the world. Let us reflect back 
to Revelation 1:5, 6 where “the Ruler of Kings on Earth” is the one who loves us and forgave us 
of our sin BY HIS BLOOD. 
 

1. He is slain (v. 9a) 
2. He redeems (v. 9b) 
3. He makes (v. 10) 
4. He is adored (v. 12) 
5. He is God (v. 13) 

 
FINALLY, let us note where all of this leads. 
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IX. NINTH, we see and hear the WORSHIP they offer (4:10; 5:14). 
 

 Rev. 4:10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and 
worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying, 

 

 Rev. 5:14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 

 

Our only response to this VISION is to be one of worship. If our takeaway is an argument as to 
placement, we have missed its intent. This VISION is to fill us, right now, in this moment, with 
hope, and comfort, and encouragement.  
 
From these two chapters let us close with five thoughts. 
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
1. The world is GOD | CHRIST Centric. It isn’t about you, but Him. It isn’t about the world 

and its events, But God and His World. 

2. God Controls Everything. You are not in control. Neither are those who would work evil. 

3. Salvation from sin and death is found only in Christ Jesus the Lord. Everything else 

“selling” salvation is wrong. 

4. All of creation shall WORSHIP Him. With or without consent, all shall bow before Him. 

5. The Church in Tribulation can [and should] SING. We are, in Christ, the church 

triumphant. 
 

What do you see? If you see nothing but LIONS, AND TIGERS, AND BEARS, you have missed 

the purpose of the VISION. If you see JESUS, you are seeing and hearing what the Spirit is saying 

to the church. 
 

Let us Pray. 

1
 http://www.truthistheword.com/the-structure-of-the-book-of-revelation/  
2 https://kimberlinglutheran.com/2012/07/19/revelation-lesson-6-heavenly-worship-part-1/ 
3 Michael J. Gorman, Reading Revelation Responsibly: Uncivil worship and Witness following the Lamb into the New 
Creation, 103. 
4 https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-5/revelation-5-1.html#30499E  
5 http://www.revelation.giffmex.org/?p=273 
6 Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges on Revelation 5:4. 
7 https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-5/revelation-5-1.html#30499E  
8 Taken in part from a work submitted by David Gonzales. 
9 Notes on the Revelation with Practical Reflections, by H. H. Snell. 

                                                           


