
 

Greetings: 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: April 3, 2022 
Title:  10 REASONS WHY I believe Revelation teaches a Single Coming at the End of the 

Tribulation.  

Text:  Revelation 3:22-4:1 

Theme: Although the Church exists in Tribulation, God keeps her until His Second Coming.  
 
Introduction:  
 
What is that?  
 
This past week Kirsten and I have our daughter and family from New Zealand visiting. While 
putting together a five-foot puzzle made up of various animals, I asked Boaz our 5-year-old 
grandson, what is it? I looked it up with the “oracle.” The “all seeing eye” said it was a Pangolin. 
 
“Found in Asia and Sub-Sahara Africa. Pangolins have large, protective keratin scales, similar 
in material to fingernails and toenails, covering their skin; they are the only known mammals 
with this feature. They live in hollow trees or burrows, depending on the species. Pangolins are 
nocturnal, and their diet consists of mainly ants and termites, which they capture using their 
long tongues. They tend to be solitary animals, meeting only to mate and produce a litter of one 
to three offspring, which they raise for about two years.”1 
 
Identifying what it is and calling it by its proper name is helpful. I might wish to call it an 
anteater or an armadillo, but it is a Pangolin. By calling it by its name isn’t to shame it or judge 
it. It simply is what it is. By identifying it as a Pangolin, we are also saying what it isn’t. It isn’t 
an aardvark or apple. It isn’t a bat or buffoon. It is a Pangolin. Thus, names and labels can be 
helpful for identifying what something is. 
 
How is this helpful to our current study in Revelation? 
 
In our study of Revelation, we have sought to do biblical exegesis and biblical theology. We 

have attempted to steer clear of labels within systematic theology. Sometimes this is 

unavoidable. Today might be one of those studies where labels can prove helpful. 

 

I do not believe there is a rapture of the church taking believers out of tribulation. I believe we 

are in tribulation and there will be an intensifying of this tribulation at the coming of Jesus who 

controls this intensification. Jesus Christ is the one who will end all of this tribulation for His 

church and He will put an end to all evil when He pours out His wrath upon them at the Great 

White Throne Judgment and Lake of Fire. 

 

One of the passages used by those who believe the church is removed from a seven-year period 

of tribulation is Revelation 4:1 and its place in the flow of the Book of Revelation.  My challenge 

in our study is to see if Revelation 4:1 does remove the church from tribulation or if the church is 
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in and remains in tribulation until Jesus comes. Again, our desire is to hear what the Spirit says 

to the churches.  

 

I have offered the idea that Revelation gives us a picture of the past, present, and future through 

repeating cycles of seven. Rather than being sequential, they happen simultaneously until the 

climactic moment of our Lord’s Second Coming to set all things straight. 

 

The Present Age (1-14) 

The Age to Come (15-22) 

 

 1 Cor. 15:23-26 
23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His 

coming, 24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, 

when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He 

has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death. 

 

Before venturing further, let me explain the idea of tribulation. The tribulation we speak of is 

not the tribulation of a difficult marriage or parenting a difficult child or putting up with a 

difficult boss or struggling against a difficult body. All of this is some form of suffering as a 

consequence of sin’s demerit, but this is not the tribulation we speak of in our study. 

 

The tribulation we speak of in our study is the consequence of believing in Jesus. This tribulation 

is an active persecution by others because of one’s faith in Christ. This tribulation is spoken of 

throughout the New Testament and graphically described in Revelation. It is this tribulation we 

are addressing and it is this tribulation, I believe, believers are experiencing and will experience 

until Jesus comes.   

 

As we transition from chapters 2 and 3 into chapters 4 and 5 let us consider 10 REASONS WHY 

I believe Revelation teaches a Single Coming at the End of the Tribulation. 

 

OUTLINE: 

 

I wish to begin our study with three quick observations as to why I do not split the coming of 

Jesus into two parts (i.e. a pre-trib. rapture and a post-trib. coming separated by 7 literal years 

called the tribulation). 

 

I. Nowhere in the Old Testament is a rapture of the church preceding a seven-year 

tribulation taught. 

 

A pre-trib. rapture and a post-trib. coming separated by 7 literal years called the tribulation has 

to be read back into the Old Testament. 
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II. No one in the 1st century church would have read the idea of a rapture of the church 

preceding a seven-year tribulation in any of the New Testament Letters. 

 

Why? Because the Old Testament does not teach a pre-trib. rapture and a post-trib. coming 

separated by 7 literal years called the tribulation. No Messianic Jew in the first century would 

read the New Testament Letter with a pre-trib. rapture and a post-trib. coming separated by 7 

literal years called the tribulation. 

 

III. Not one single early church creed or council or confession deals with END TIMES or 

ESCHATOLOGY.  

 

Why? Because the church in tribulation with a singular, actual, and undivided coming was 

accepted, normal, and simple. 

 

Of all the issues addressed by the early church, never were they dealing with eschatology. Why? 

Because they were unified around a singular, actual, and undivided coming. 

 

In light of this, let us now go to the Book of Revelation for the other seven reasons why I do not 

split the coming of Jesus into two parts (i.e. a pre-trib. rapture and a post-trib. coming separated 

by 7 literal years called the tribulation). 

 

IV. The overarching structure of the Book of Revelation. 

 

A. The intentional Symbolism of Apocalyptic Literature [i.e. Revelation] 

 

All the numbers in Revelation are symbolic. They speak to something else.  

 3 - the number of witness, testimony;  

 4 - the four corners of the earth;  

 6 - the number of “man”;  

 7 - number of perfection or completion;  

 10 - completeness;  

 1,000 - large number; 144k – immeasurable.  

This symbolism is equally true of the images. 

 

B. The picture of contrasts running from chapter 1 through chapter 22. 

 

There is an intentional picture of contrasts running throughout the Book. 

 

C. The repeating phrase, “I will show” and “I was in the spirit” (1:1; 4:1; 17:1; 21:9; 22:6). 

 

There is a repeating pattern showing the different “visions” Pastor John receives. The pattern 

doesn’t show chronology, but content. It isn’t about sequence, but substance.  



 

 

4 

 

‘I WILL SHOW’ (1:1; 4:1; 17:1; 21:9; 22:6) 

 Rev. 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the 

things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant 

John, 

 Rev. 4:1 After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first 

voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will 

show you what must take place after this.” 

 Rev. 17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, 

“Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many 

waters, 

 Rev. 21:9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 

last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the 

Lamb.” 

 Rev. 22:6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the 

God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must 

soon take place.” 

 

Coming alongside of this statement is the following statement, “IN THE SPIRIT” (1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 

21:10). After John is taken up in the spirit to “heaven,” He is shown Jesus reclaiming the Earth 

in order to restore the Garden. 

 

The fourth structural element speaking to a single tribulation and a single coming is the phrase 

“after these things.” 

 

D. The use of “after these things.” 

 

“After this” and “What must take place after this.” Six times this phrase occurs in Revelation. 
The idea is a, “Change in the panorama, not chronology (Re 7:1, 9; 15:5; 18:1; 19:1).”2  In the 
visions received there is a change of picture and scene, not of progression or sequence. 
 
Thus, structurally, Revelation does not teach two comings; one prior to a seven-year period of 

tribulation and one at the end of this seven-year period. A fifth reason as to why I believe 

Revelation shows us a church in tribulation is the separation of tribulation from wrath.  

 

V. The Separation of Tribulation and Wrath in the Book of Revelation.  

 

There are those who combine the idea of tribulation with wrath. They would acknowledge we 

are in a form of “tribulation,” but it isn’t the tribulation or the Great Tribulation. 

 

I emphatically believe the church [the believer] is exempt from God’s wrath. And I do believe 

there will be an intensifying of evil and thus, tribulation at the coming of Jesus, but I do not 
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believe the church is exempt from tribulation. And I do not believe there is coming an isolated 

seven year period of tribulation. I do not for the following three reasons. 

 

A. In the Book of Revelation, the word “wrath” occurs only in conjunction with the 2nd 

coming of Jesus. Otherwise, the people of God are in tribulation.  

2nd Coming –  
6:12-17 
[Wrath - 6:16, 17] 

2nd Coming –  
11:15-19 
[Wrath - 11:7, 18] 

2nd Coming –  
14:14-20 
[Wrath - 14:10] 

2nd Coming –  
16:12-16; 19:17-21; 20:7-10ff 
[Wrath - 16:19; 19:15] 

 

B. Nowhere in 1 and 2 Thessalonians are tribulation and wrath combined. In addition, 

the emphasis between 1 Thess. 4 and 5 is one of audience, not time. 

 

1. The distinction between Tribulation and Wrath in 1 and 2 Thessalonians. 

 

Tribulation | Suffering 

Thlipsis | Thlibo  

 1Thess. 3:3 that no one be moved by these [tribulations]: For you yourselves know that 

we are destined for this. 4 For when we were with you, we kept telling you beforehand 

that we were to suffer [tribulation]; just as it has come to pass, and just as you know. 7 

for this reason, brothers, in all our distress and [tribulation] we have been comforted 

about you through your faith. 

 

Wrath 

 1Th 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ,  

 

2. The Structure of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. 

 

The structure of this passage (1 Thess. 4, 5) forces us to treat the two paragraphs singularly. The 

difference is perspective. Chapter four speaks to those who have died before Jesus comes. 

Chapter five speaks to those who are alive when Jesus comes. Both end with the same words. It 

is a word of encouragement for those who are afflicted (4:18; 5:11). 

 

The point of both paragraphs (4:13-18 and 5:1-11) is not sequence, but event.  The two form one 

indivisible truth – Jesus is coming.  It is this hope that brings comfort to the sorrowing and 

strength to the weak. 

 

This paragraph is often cited as evidence of a pre-tribulation gathering. Yet, there is nothing in 

this passage or letter teaching or even suggesting that this resurrection and coming is before a 

severe period of coming tribulation. In fact, the Bible consistently teaches otherwise.  
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C. The New Testament writers place the believer [i.e. the church] in tribulation. The 

church is never spoken of as being exempt from tribulation, but rather as being kept 

in tribulation. 

 

Consider with me several verses of Scripture (Acts 14:22; Phil. 1:27-30; 1 Thess. 3:3, 4;  

2 Tim. 3:10-12). 

 

 John 16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the 
world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world." 

 

 Acts 14:22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the 
faith, and saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." 

 

 Second Timothy 3:10-12 
10 Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance,  
11 persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at 

Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me!  12 Indeed, 

all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

 

This tribulation described in the New Testament is a present reality. By looking at the church 

global, we see a church in tribulation. 

 

The sixth reason as to why I do not believe present believers will be removed prior to the 

tribulation is found in Revelation 4:1. 

 

VI. John’s experience in Revelation 1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10 parallels Paul’s experience in 2 

Corinthians 12. 

 

2 Corinthians 12: 1-4 
1 Boasting is necessary, though it is not 
profitable; but I will go on to visions and 
revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man in 
Christ who fourteen years ago--whether in 
the body I do not know, or out of the body I 
do not know, God knows--such a man was 

caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I know 
how such a man--whether in the body or 
apart from the body I do not know, God 
knows-- 4 was caught up into Paradise and 
heard inexpressible words, which a man is 
not permitted to speak. 

Rev. 4:1, 2 
1 After these things I looked, and behold, a 
door standing open in heaven, and the first 
voice which I had heard, like the sound of a 
trumpet speaking with me, said, "Come up 
here, and I will show you what must take 
place after these things." 2 Immediately I was 
in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was 
standing in heaven, and One sitting on the 
throne. 
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When we compare John’s experience with that of Paul we see how both are caught up and both 

see the same types of objects. Only Pastor John is allowed to speak of what he sees whereas Paul 

is unable to do so. Many of the prophets [i.e. Daniel, Isaiah, and Ezekiel] had similar experiences. 

 

This leads us to our seventh point. 

 

VII. The use of the Greek word harpazo and the Latin word Rapture in the Book of 

Revelation and the Writings of the Apostle Paul. 

 

The word “rapture” does not occur in our English Bibles. We get the word by way of St. Jerome 
(c. 347-420 A.D.). In his work of revising the Latin New Testament from the Greek New 
Testament, he translated the Greek word ἁρ̟άζω into the Latin “rapiemur.” The Latin verb form 
is “rapio” and means to be “caught up” or “taken away.” From these Latin words come our 
English word “rapture.” 
 

There is nothing within the word suggesting time. Thus, to think rapture means “pre-trib.” is an 
incursion into the idea. It is an imposition placed on the word by one’s theological 
presuppositions.  
 

A. John uses the word four times in his Gospel (John 6:15; 10:12, 28, 29) and once in the 
Revelation (12:5).  

 

 Joh 6:15 When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to 
make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone. 

 Joh 10:28, 29 
28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and 
no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 

 

 Re 12:5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: 
and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

 
John assures his audience that no one and nothing can take the believing out of the Father’s 
hands. His use in Revelation speaks of our Lord Jesus’ ascension to heaven after His 
resurrection. 
 
John does use the word anabaino in twelve verses in Revelation (4:1; 7:2; 8:4; 9:2; 11:7, 12; 13:1, 
11; 14:11; 17:8; 19:3; 20:9). The word “come up” does not inherently mean “rapture.” This 
“ascending” or “coming up” only speaks of something going up, whether it is smoke, an object, 
or a person.  
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B. The apostle Paul uses the word [harpazo] three times (2 Cor. 12:2, 4; 1 Thess. 4:17). 
 

 2Co 12:2-4 
2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know that this 
man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, 
God knows— 4 and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 

 

 1Th 4:17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 

 
Paul experienced a catching away. In addition, he speaks of a “catching away” for those who 
are alive and remain when Jesus comes again. 
 
What is the primary point of harpazo? When our Lord returns for His people, no force created 

will be able to stop Him from accomplishing His purpose.  Nothing can keep Him from us. 

When God acts the dead are raised to life. Thus, we believe in an actual, literal, visible, and 

imminent coming of our Lord Jesus. 

 

The eighth reason as to why I believe the church experiences tribulation is the promise of being 

kept by God in the Book of Revelation. 

 

VIII. The Promise of Being Kept by God in the Book of Revelation. 

 

 Rev. 3:10 'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from 

the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those 

who dwell on the earth. 

 John 17:12 "While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have 

given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so 

that the Scripture would be fulfilled. 15 "I do not ask You to take them out of the world, 

but to keep them from the evil one. 

 

Revelation 3:10 ties to John 17:12 and 15. Jesus prays for them to be kept, not removed. Keeping 

does not mean removal, but guarded. God guards His people in tribulation by sealing them. His 

keeping does not exclude martyrdom (Rev. 6:9-11; Heb. 11-12). 

 

He assures His people by noting how they are in the book of life written before the foundation 

of the world (Phil. 4:3; Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27; 22:19). They need not be anxious. His 

people shall come into full possession of their inheritance. 

 

You and I need not fear tribulation. Regardless of the serpent’s rage, we are kept in it. God 

preserves what is His. 
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Let me offer a ninth reason as to why I do not split the coming of Jesus into two parts (i.e. a pre-

trib. rapture and a post trib. coming separated by seven literal years called the tribulation). 

 

This Preservation by God causes the Perseverance by the Saints. 

 

IX. The Call to Patient Endurance in the Book of Revelation.  

 

Pastor John speaks of his patient endurance in tribulation. He uses the word “patient 

endurance” seven times (1:9; 2:2, 3, 19; 3:10; 13:10; 14:12). 

 

It is the same family of words used for the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 10:22; 24:13; Mark 13:13). 

 

 Matt. 10:22 and you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to 

the end will be saved. 

 Matt. 24:13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

 Mark 13:13 And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to 

the end will be saved. 

 

In Revelation 2:25, 26, Pastor John exhorts the church to hold fast until Jesus returns. This 

strongly suggests they are in tribulation. 

 

Pastor John also speaks of holding fast (2:13, 25; 3:11 [krateo]). 

 

And again, it is not the tribulation of a difficult marriage or parenting a difficult child or putting 

up with a difficult boss or struggling against a difficult body. Every motivational preacher, 

teacher, coach, counselor, and seminar tells us how to change our lives and not to give up. But 

this isn’t what the New Testament is calling us to. The New Testament tells us to hold fast in a 

hostile anti-faith, anti-Jesus world. 

 

The final reason as to why I believe we are in tribulation is the singularity of the Story and the 

one People of God in the Book of Revelation. 

 

X. The Singularity of the Story and the One People of God in the Book of Revelation. 

 

Since Revelation is the consummation of the Old Testament Story, we should see the theme of 

Revelation as a continuation and culmination of that Story. As noted earlier, chapters 2, 3 see 

the people of God on earth. Chapters 4 and 5 sees these same people in heaven. Both groups are 

the people of God and the only difference is, those on earth are alive and those in heaven have 

died and entered into the Millennial Heaven | Kingdom. 
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To think God deals exclusively with an ethnic group and then in Christ combines these ethnic 

groups [which is the thrust of the SEED PROMISE and the VISION AND MISSION of God] and 

then once more separates these ethnic groups and these ethnic distinctions carry forward after 

the work of reconciliation is strained. The Nation of Israel was only the pathway through which 

the PROMISED SEED would come. It is to the Nation and then through the Nation to the Nations. 

 

Every promise made to Israel is fulfilled in Christ. 

 

Although the word “ecclesia” [church] does not occur after chapter 3, the idea of “one people” 

does. The language of Revelation graphically speaks to a singular people of God. This group is 

made up of 24 elders; 12 tribes, 12 apostles; every “tribe, language, people, and nation, a 

multitude that no one can number. In chapter 11, the two witnesses as olives trees and 

lampstands speak to the singularity of God’s people. 

 

I do not believe God is dealing differently with different ethnicities. The gospel is necessary for 

every color and every culture. His promises are for all peoples. He deals with His people and 

His non-people. Both groups need the gospel and the only hope for both groups is JESUS. 

 

I have offered ten reasons as to why I see a singular tribulation and a singular coming.  

 

Why does this matter?  
First, we have a responsibility to the Word of God. God entrusted to us this Word and we, as a 
church, are stewards of this Word.  
Second, we have a responsibility to each other. How we engage one another over this topic and 
in light of this topic is important. Our views on this matter reflect these two responsibilities. 
 

In light of all this, let me offer you four concluding thoughts. 
 
Now What? 

1. Expect persecution for your faith in Christ. Stop thinking you will be saved from it and 
start opening your eyes to our brothers and sisters who are hated, persecuted, and killed 
for their faith in Christ alone. The serpent hates the woman’s offspring. Come to grips 
with this. There is at work right now a malignant evil that seeks the destruction of Christ 
and His church. I do not wish for us to develop a dark, cynical, or suspicious spirit or 
attitude toward the unbelieving, but let us not equally think the fallen world ruled by the 
god of this age, the prince of the power of the air, the prince of this world is passive, 
neutral, or our friend. 

2. Be encouraged. Nothing can remove you from the hand of God. Pastor John elsewhere 
makes the following statement. 

 

 John 10:25-29 
25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 
Father's name bear witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not 
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among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I 
give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of 
my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able 
to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  
 

In the Revelation, Pastor John assures us of God’s “mark” upon us and our names in His “Book 
of Life.”  
 

3. He is coming quickly. Revelation assures us of this. The return of Jesus could/can 
happen today. Right now, that return is imminent. 

4. Finally, hold fast to Christ. No matter what else might be going on in your world, 
endure. Every day is a good day to serve Jesus by serving one another. Your mission field 
are those within your circle of responsibility whether that is your home, your family, or 
your workplace. Stay faithful to Christ by actively serving the gospel to those in your 
circle of responsibility. 

 
Let us pray. 
 

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pangolin  
2 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Revelation 4:1.  

                                                           


