
 

Greetings: 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  March 20, 2022 
Title:  Laodicea: The One Who Is Amen 
Text:  Revelation 3:14-22 
Theme: Those who are poor, blind, and naked are to come to Jesus so they will be rich, see, 

and unashamed.  
 
Introduction:  
 
As we continue to read through the Book of Revelation, our desire is to understand this word 

from the Holy Spirit to His Church. We are neither trying to prove nor disprove any one system 

of eschatology. We really desire to hear what God says to us by the Spirit about Jesus. Thus, our 

study. 

 

The church in Laodicea is unique among the seven. It is the only church of seven which receives 

only criticism, and no positive remarks. 

 
Historical Context: 
 

 The City’s Location 
 
 “Colossae, Laodicea, and Hierapolis were three closely-situated cities mentioned by Paul in the 
New Testament, each possessing Christians. Laodicea was ~10 miles ~WNW of Colossae. 
Hierapolis was believed to be ~13 miles ~NNE of Laodicea. These three cities formed a crude 
triangle, the so-called "tri-city" area.”1 
 
“Laodicea was a wealthy city during the Roman period. Not only was Laodicea located on major 
trade routes that connected it to important cities like Ephesus, Smyrna and Sardis, but also it 
was a center of textile production and banking.”2 
 

 Roman Persecution in the 1st Century 
 
“The Book of Revelation was penned during the Roman emperor Domitian’s reign (r. 81–96 
C.E.). Domitian was notorious for being the first Roman emperor who declared himself a god 
while still alive. This affronted Christians, Jews and the Roman Senate alike. The Christians at 
Laodicea were affected by Domitian’s decrees. Their response to this persecution—which even 
involved their ability to buy and sell—is what causes the author of Revelation to call them 
‘lukewarm.’”3  
 
There appears to be a natural progression from “leaving one’s first love” to “I stand at the door 
and knock.” The threat in Ephesus was the removal of their “lampstand.” By the time we reach 
Laodicea, the church is completely unsaved and absent of Jesus. He is on the outside, knocking 
to be invited in. 
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Outline: 
 
What I do not wish for us to do is read this passage and all passages in the Book of Revelation 

as a New Testament fruit without hearing its Old Testament root. You cannot read Revelation 

properly without understanding its Old Testament source. Everything in this passage is 

continuing a conversation started in the Old Testament. The Book of Revelation is the “head” or 

conclusion of the biblical Story. The New Testament doesn’t simply quote the Old Testament. 

The New Testament is the conclusion of the Old Testament. The addresses in Revelation are 

connected to the Old Testament believers. Notice all of the references to the Old Testament in 

Revelation 2 and 3. As a consequence of this structure, the church is reflective of, echoes, the 

Garden in Eden. Like the Tree of Life, the church symbolically as a lampstand remind His people 

of the Garden. 

 
In addition, these seven churches are indicative of all churches in every age. As Pastor Giles 
noted last week in our study of Thyatira, “Whether each church received their own copy or the 
letter traveled from church to church, I find it hard to believe that each church mentioned only 
focused on what was written to and about them exclusively. They were all reading each other’s 
mail! Could Smyrna have looked at the cities on either side of them and thought, ‘Well, at least 
I’m not Ephesus or Pergamum.’? I guess they could have, but it’s more likely that they understood 
the intent of apocalyptic literature and received the message to the seven churches as a complete 
picture, a complete message regarding the presence of Jesus in their midst and their gospel 
presence in their location.”4 
 
Now, with those two ideas in mind, let us consider the letter to the church in Laodicea. 
 
I. The One Who Is AMEN - The Person of Christ (Reference to Son of Man from Rev.1 - 

Christ’s self-description in Rev 1:12-20 [v. 14b]) 
 

 14 “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, 
the beginning of God's creation. 

 
“The basic meaning of the Semitic root from which it is derived is ‘firm,’ ‘fixed,’ or ‘sure,’ and 
the related Hebrew verb also means ‘to be reliable’ and ‘to be trusted.’ The Greek Old Testament 
usually translates amen as ‘so be it’; in the English Bible it has frequently been rendered as 
‘verily,’ or ‘truly.’”5 
 
Also found in Isaiah 65:16.  
 
“Interestingly, the word translated true here is the same word that the translators of the 
Septuagint used to render the word amen in Isaiah, and both true and faithful are equivalents of 
amen, which means that the second phrase is a literary expansion of the first. The point is that 
Christ is true to his Word, true to himself, and true to his people. There is no apathy or 
indifference in him. Unlike the brethren in Laodicea, he is genuine. Christ also gives hope. In 
spite of the church’s artificiality, he assured it that it was not beyond repair. This is what he 
meant when he designated himself further as the beginning of the creation of God.”6 
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“’The beginning and the creation of God.’ The word ‘beginning’ is the Greek word arch meaning 
(a) first in time or (b) first in place, cause, or origin. The point is Jesus Christ is the origin, the 
cause, the Creator of all things (John 1:3; Col. 1:16-17; Rev. 1:8; 21:6). He is the Creator of this 
earth, now fallen under the curse of sin through rebellion to Him. But He is also the Creator of 
the coming kingdom and the eternal state of a new heavens and earth in which dwells perfect 
righteousness (cf. Isa. 65:17f).”7 
 

 Isa. 65:16, 17 
16 Because he who is blessed in the earth will be blessed by the God of truth; And he who swears in the 
earth will swear by the God of truth; Because the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are 
hidden from My sight! 17 For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will 
not be remembered or come to mind.  

 

 Rev. 21:5 And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He said, "Write, 
for these words are faithful and true." 

 

 2 Cor. 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new 
things have come. 

 
The One who is AMEN shall complete all He promises. He is the faithful, the first, and the final 
Word from God. The second part speaks to their problem.  
 
II. The commendation (Laodicea lacks this) 

 
Jesus praises the church in Laodicea for nothing. Not one word of commendation. What 
happened? In Revelation 2 and 3, each “problem” is a symptom sourced in one primary area. 
All problems in a local church are gospel problems. The Church is always in danger of gospel 
drift.  I believe the church in Laodicea is an apostate church. It took decades to get there, but it 
has left the gospel and forgotten Jesus. There are seven thoughts I wish to share with you 
concerning their/our situation in tribulation.  
 

1. The progression | digression [collapse] from Ephesus to Laodicea is real. The church 

exists in struggle. There are always “wheat and weeds” in every church (Matt. 13ff). 

If not careful, the church will lose its testimony in their community. 

2. Treating symptoms don’t solve problems. The problem is the gospel. 

3. Leadership is responsible for guarding the gospel and against the drift. Choose 

wisely. 

4. If we assume the gospel, in time, we will distort the gospel, and in time, we will end 

up with no gospel at all.  

5. If you do not guard the gospel by passing it on to the next generation; the church will 

fail. Teaching the children of our fellowship is MISSION CRITICAL. 

6. If you do not stop gospel drift, you will end up on the shores of unbelief. Consider  

1 Tim. 1:19. 

7. Finally, when the church forgets the gospel, it ceases to exist even if the sepulcher is 
painted white (Matt. 23:27). 
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In each of the seven letters to the seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3, the first word is JESUS 

and the final word is JESUS. Now, let us consider the specificity of their problem. 

 
III. The Problem (Smyrna and Philadelphia lack this [vv. 15-17]) 
 

 15 “‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So, because 
you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, I 
have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.  

 
The Lord’s reaction wasn’t because they were people of commerce. His response was toward 
their attitude of self-reliance. They claim one thing, but are in reality something entirely 

different (See also 3:1). 
 
“Laodicea was a wealthy town that was known as a strategic banking center. They used their 
own wealth to pay for the reconstruction of the city after a devastating earthquake in A.D. 60, 
rejecting offers of financial aid from Rome. The city was also famous for the soft, black wool it 
produced and its ancient medicine, particularly an eye salve. All three industries – finance, wool, 
and eye salve – came into play in this letter. Laodicea’s water supply was also relevant to the 
message in this letter as the water had to travel several miles through an underground aqueduct 
before reaching the city. Therefore, the water arrived foul, dirty, and tepid – lukewarm, just like 
the people in the church.”8  
 
Although this is an apostate church completely forgetting the gospel, they are equally an invited 
church. 
 
IV. The Invitation (vv. 18-20) 
 
Notice the three-fold nature of the singular invitation [BUY | repent | OPEN].  
 

 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that 
you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, 
so that you may see.  

 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.  

 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to 
him and eat with him, and he with me.  

 
 
 
 

 
The appeal is to the unbelieving. God uses this time of tribulation to draw people to Himself.  
 
  

Banking [Rich] Poor Gold Rich 

Black Sheep [Garment] Naked White Garment No Shame 

Eye Salve [Sight] Blind Eye Salve Sight 
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Listen to the graphic language of Isaiah 55:1 and 2. 
 

 Isaiah 55:1, 2 
1 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without price.  2 Why do you spend your money for that which is 
not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 
Let us pause for a moment and unpack this idea of “repenting.” 
 
The word “repent” [metanoeo] occurs in ten verses in Revelation. Otherwise, John does not use 
the word either in his Gospel or in his Letters.  Again, we have made repentance more than it is. 
Repentance, like confession, is agreeing with God concerning your thoughts and actions. It is 
caused by God. God is always calling people to change the way they think and act concerning 
themselves and Jesus. Six times in chapters 2 and 3 the word ‘repent’ occurs and is to the 
corporate church and the unbelieving with it. After that, it is found in two passages four times. 
 

 Rev. 9:20, 21 
20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their 
hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: 
which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, 
nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts. 

 

 Rev. 16:9, 11 
9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these 
plagues: and they repented not to give him glory. 11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their 
pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds. 

 
The word “repentance” as used in the New Testament occurs in the context of the unbelieving.  
 
God with compassion and passion calls the unbelieving in Revelation 2 and 3 to REPENT. He 
says to those who do not believe, “Come.”  
 
God uses all “tribulation” to draw the unbelieving to Himself. This tribulation is a sign of God’s 
love for His people. Through this tribulation, God is reclaiming what is rightfully His. This 
tribulation is punitive to those who will not repent. It is pedagogical [instructive] to those 
who do. All tribulation and suffering and hardship and persecution calls to His people to trust 
Him, to hold fast to Him.  
 
And yet, inside of this apostate church there are those who have believed and continue in that 
belief. Here what the Spirit says to them. 
 
V. The Promise [Effect] (“to him who overcomes” [vv. 21, 22]) 
 

 21 The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down 
with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” 

 
What the Father promised and fulfilled for Jesus; He, in turn, promises and will fulfill for us. 
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This idea of DOMINION occurs in the ‘letter’ to those in Thyatira. 
 

 Rev. 2:26, 27 
26 'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY 
OVER THE NATIONS; 27 AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF 
THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father; 

 
It is also descriptive of those who reign with Christ for a thousand years in Revelation 20:4. 
 

 Rev. 20:4 Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls 
of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and 
those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and 
on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

 
It is the same thought expressed by Daniel 7:27. 
 

 Dan. 7:27 'Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole 

heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting 
kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.' 

 
And this thought takes us all the way back to Genesis 1:26-28. 
 

 Gen. 1:26-28 
26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

 
Whatever this dominion is, fulfills Genesis 1:26-28. God created His people to have dominion. 
All His people will come into full possession of their inheritance. 
 
In our Lord’s high priestly prayer, he prays for his people. Listen to his declaration. 
 

 John 17:11-15 
11 "I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, 
keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are. 12 
While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded 
them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition [same as 2 Thess. 2:3], so that the Scripture 
would be fulfilled. 13 But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have 
My joy made full in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because 
they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask You to take them out of the world, 
but to keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

 
None of God’s people will fail to enter into full possession of the inheritance. 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
1. What do we know that is true of Jesus? He is God’s faithful, first, and final Word. All He has 

promised shall come to pass. 
2. If you do not know Jesus, repent and believe. 
3. If you do know Jesus, hold fast to Christ. 
4. Be assured that all of God’s promises are YES and AMEN in JESUS. 
 
There are issues in your present circumstances that operate outside of world events. All of your 
struggles in this present moment are not tied to world events. God’s word to you is, “Trust Me.” 
There are other issues that operate on the global scale that preoccupy your mind and make you 
anxious in your spirit that you cannot control. 
 
When we hear and read the language of WW3, many become anxious. When we read of Russia 
invading the Ukraine, or China manipulating the world market, or Canada’s Prime Minister 
Trudea stripping individual rights and pillaging the bitcoin bank accounts of people who do not 
agree with him, or a global pandemic [or plandemic], or the controlling of the global economy 
by the world’s elites, or the pushing of a mask mandate, or Pfizer now pushing a fourth or 
annual “shot,” and the destruction of personal rights, liberties, and freedoms, or the very porous 
nature of our southern border. What are we to do!?  Friends, listen to the words of Jesus.  
 

 John 14:1-3 
1 Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father's house are many 
dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be 
also. 

 
Listen to how pastor John comforts and encourages the people of God is describing Jesus. 

 Rev. 1:4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was 
and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 

 Rev. 1:7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, 
and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.. 

 Rev. 1:8 I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, 

the Almighty. 

 
Now listen to how Pastor John ends his letter of comfort and encouragement. 
 

 Rev. 22:7 And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this 

book. 

 Rev. 22:12 Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has 

done. 

 Rev. 22:20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 
The same “Sun melting the butter is hardening the clay.” Friends, do not be troubled, Jesus is 
coming. 
 
Let us Pray. 
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