
 

 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  February 27, 2022 
Title:  Six Initial Observations Concerning the Seven Churches 
Text:  Revelation 2, 3 [reading Revelation 1] 
Theme: Let him who has ears to hear, hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  
 
Introduction: 
 
“Throughout these visions, John uses apocalyptic language in which symbols serve as word 
pictures of the cosmic struggle between Jesus Christ and his already defeated but ever defiant 
foe, the devil.”1 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Each letter follows a common pattern or structure.  
 

A. The Commission to the Angel (“To the angel of the church in…”) 
B. The Character of Christ (Christ’s self-description in Rev 1:12-20) 
C. The Commending of the Church (Laodicea lacks this) 
D. The Correcting of the Church (Smyrna and Philadelphia lack this) 
E. The Calling from the Spirit (“He who has an ear, let him hear…”) 
F. The Comforting of the Church (“To him who overcomes…”) 

 
II. In the absence of Jesus, there is no church. If the gospel is lost, the church is lost. 

 
This is provable in two ways. 
 

A. The connection between chapters 1 and 2, 3. 
 
Revelation 1 “Sets the Table.” You cannot read Revelation 2 and 3 apart from Revelation 1. 
Moreover, running parallel to chapters 1-3 are chapters 4 and 5.  
 
When we lay the opening statements to each of the seven churches against the description of 
Jesus in Revelation 1, the parallels are exact. Furthermore, each descriptive is pulled from an 
Old Testament idea. The author desires to leave no doubt that this Church is His Church. He is 
both the author and finisher, the center and source of this Church. 
 

B. The Garden imagery is intentional (2:1; 1:12, 13). 
 

 Gen. 3:8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among 
the trees of the garden. 
 

 Rev. 2:1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the 
seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands. 
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 Rev. 1:12, 13 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven 
golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed 
with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 

 
Jesus is holding and walking among His churches for their joy and His glory. 
 

III. Tribulation is a part of the church’s story. And in tribulation, the church is called to 
persevere. 

 
Pastor John writes to encourage a suffering church and calls them to perseverance. Their loyalty 
to Christ is challenged by their tribulation.  The issue is fundamentally a call to gospel loyalty, 
purity, and affection. In this area, all churches struggle.  
 

 Rev. 1:9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the 
patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

 Rev. 2:9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the 
patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

 Rev. 2:10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw 
some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have 
tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

 Rev. 2:13 I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, 
and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who 
was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 

 Rev. 6:11 Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the 
number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to 
be killed as they themselves had been. 

 Rev. 11:7 And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the 
bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them.  

 Rev. 13:10 And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the 
bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them. 

 

Tribulation is a part of the church’s story. Notice the New Testament emphasis on facing 
tribulation. 
 

[diogmos] 

 2 Thess. 1:4 Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your 
steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are 
enduring. 

 

[dioko] 

 2Tim. 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

 Rev. 12:13 And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he 
pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 
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[thlipsis] 

 John 16:33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world. 

 Acts 14:22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the 
faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. 

 1 Thess. 1:6 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the 
faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.: 

 1 Thess. 3:3 that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that we 
are destined for this. 

 1 Thess. 3:7 for this reason, brothers, in all our distress and affliction we have been 
comforted about you through your faith. 

 2 Thess. 1:4 Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your 
steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are 
enduring 

 2 Thess. 1:6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict 
you. 

 
Finally, listen to the occurrence of the word “Patient Endurance” Hupomone ESV “Patient 
Endurance” [1:9; 2:2, 3, 19; 3:10: 13:10; 14:12]. 
 
Every church problem is a gospel problem. Every church challenge is a gospel challenge. 
 

IV. The initial recipients of the letters are the angels as messengers and then to the 
pastors of churches and through them to the church and churches (Rev. 1:1-3).2 

 
Although, the word “angel” occurs in seventy-two verses in Revelation. Nowhere is it translated 
“messenger” or “pastor.” It is never anything other than an angelic being. If this is the exception, 
it is an exception. Nonetheless, because this is its consistent usage, I believe the transference of 
this revelation is the same as noted in Revelation 1:1 [God – Jesus – Angels – John – Church]. To 
the question, “Do churches have angels?” the simple answer is, “Yes.” Angelic activity is all 
around us. Angelic activity is never something we seek, but should most assuredly assume. 
 
What John receives from the angel passes to the pastors and then to the people. We see both the 
singular and the plural church in the occurrence of the word “church.” 
 
We read “churches” twelves times in Revelation (1:4, 11, 20; 2:7, 11, 17, 23, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; 22:16) 
and the singular seven times (2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14). 
 
Pastor John is showing the reader two contrasting pictures: the one seen and the other unseen 
although equally real. They co-exist and both are real. 
 
According to Acts 20:28ff, leadership is responsible to guard the flock by guarding the gate, and 
if not careful, the wolves from within will destroy their gospel allegiance. This same idea occurs 
in 1 Corinthians 3. If pastors do not lay the gospel foundation, then the result is wood, hay, and 
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stubble. Rather than self-examination, the leadership must look at the whole and make sure each 
piece is proclaiming and strengthening the gospel. 
 

 Acts 20:28-31 
28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 
29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 
flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw 
away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did 
not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears.  

 

Why this order? Because when leadership goes bad, churches go bad. Pastors/Leadership 
must guard the gate. The church is always in danger of gospel drift. From our past we have 
learned, “An assumed gospel, in time, becomes a distorted gospel, and in time, becomes no 
gospel at all.” All the good that can be done becomes the enemy of the best that must be done. 
This is why we must guard the gate. What you draw/attract them with is what you attract 
them to. Elders, guard the gospel gate. 
 

V. The symbolism of the church as a lampstand reminds the people of God of the 
Garden in Eden. 

 

Moses was told to put a lampstand [menorah] in the Tabernacle and then the Temple (Exod. 
25:31-40). This same idea is reiterated in Numbers 8:1-4.  
 

The Temple lampstand symbolizes the TREE OF LIFE in the Garden. Jesus walking among the 
lampstands reflects God walking in the Garden and existing in the Temple. That same imagery 
transfers to the seven churches in Revelation. God is in their midst walking, knowing, and 
speaking. The Tree of Life and its symbolism in the Menorah and the imagery/symbolism of the 
Lampstands remind the believing that God is in their midst and He is our ultimate source of 
illumination. He alone makes plan the unseen. The Church, this church, is a place of encounter 
and is to be, in our community, a light in the dark place/world. 
 

What God did there, He does here, and will do in the future. 
 

VI. Finally, the Holy Spirit’s sealing guarantees that the promises made to the overcomer 
in each of the letters shall be fulfilled.  

 
The question we might ask ourselves is how do we get from Revelation 2 and 3 to Revelation 
19-22? The answer is the sealing of God’s people found throughout Revelation. 
 

Every promise made in the conclusion of each individual letter finds its fulfillment in chapters 
19-22.  The call to persevere in the gospel is a promise kept by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Faithful is He who calls you, who also will do it (1 Thess. 5:23, 24.). What God calls us to do, He 
does. Yes, the horizontal is brutal, challenging, and marked by tribulation, suffering, and failure. 
The struggle is real, but so also the victory. God’s vision and mission will not and cannot fail no 
matter how threatening and damaging the dragon rages. 
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Why do I say this? We have already begun noting how the mark of the beast in Revelation 13:17, 
18 has a contrasting parallel in the sealing of the Spirit in Revelation 14:1. And this sealing of 
God on the People of God causes them to receive their inheritance (Eph. 1:13, 14). 
 

 Eph. 1:13, 14 
13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of 
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

 Notice also Eph. 4:30  
 30“Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption.” 
 
Even while we live in tribulation, we must understand how God is even now reclaiming what 
is rightfully His as creator and redeemer through signs and wonders. He will fulfill His vision 
for all of creation. 
 
Now What? 
1. In the absence of Jesus, there is no church (chapter 1). If the gospel is lost, the church is lost. 
2. Tribulation is a part of the church’s story. And in tribulation, the church is called to 

persevere. What guarantee do we have that it will?  
3. Church leadership must guard the gospel. They must heed Paul’s counsel in Acts 20:28-31. 

Because when leadership goes bad, churches go bad. Pastors/Leadership must guard the 
gate. The church is always in danger of gospel drift. From our past we have learned, “An 
assumed gospel, in time, becomes a distorted gospel, and in time, becomes no gospel at 
all.” All the good that can be done becomes the enemy of the best that must be done. This 
is why we must guard the gate. What you draw / attract them with is what you attract them 
to. Elders, guard the gospel gate. 

4. The symbolism of the church as a lampstand reminds the people of God of the Garden in 
Eden. We come together to remember and encounter Him. God is here walking in our midst. 

5. Finally, the Holy Spirit’s sealing guarantees that the promises made to the overcomer in each 
of the letters shall be fulfilled. Even while we live in tribulation, we must understand how 
God is even now reclaiming what is rightfully his as creator and redeemer through signs and 
wonders. 
 

1 This material is from Dr. Kim Riddlebarger. 
file:///C:/Users/Patrick/AppData/Local/Temp/To%20The%20Church%20in%20Ephesus%203%20edited.pdf 
http://kimriddlebarger.squarespace.com/downloadable-sermons-on-the-bo/  
2 See also http://biblequicknotes.com/files/present/rev2-3.pdf  

                                                           


