
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  February 13, 2022 
Title:  Jesus, the Ruler of Kings on Earth 
Text:  Rev. 1:1-8 
Theme: Regardless of what you see and hear, Jesus is the Ruler of Kings on Earth.  
 
Introduction:  
 
Have a table with cloth set. Revelation 1 sets the Table for what is about to be served. Whatever 
else might be happening in Revelation is set in this context. 
 
Our news cycle speaks of Russia, Putin, the Ukraine, President Biden, VP Harris, Elon Musk, a 
siege on the capital in Canada by Truckers, inflation, the cost of fuel, the cost of eating out, the 
virus, politics, Spotify, cancel culture, and on top of it all, your dog dies. What in this world is 
going on?! 
 
All of this consumes us. Yet, the tragedy when measured by the global community is 
immeasurable and unbearable. What does all of this mean? The Book of Revelation allows us 
to open our eyes and ears to see and hear the voice of God as to what in this world He is doing. 
 
“The word ‘Revelation’ translates the Greek word apokalypsis, which means ‘disclosure’ or 
‘unveiling.’ Revelation unveils the unseen spiritual war in which the church is engaged: the 
cosmic conflict between God and his Christ on the one hand, and Satan and his evil allies (both 
demonic and human) on the other. By revealing the spiritual realities behind the church’s 
trials and temptations, and by affirming the certainty of Christ’s triumph in the new heaven 
and earth, the visions of Revelation fortify believers to endure suffering. The reader of 
Revelation is encouraged to stay pure from the defiling enticements of the present world 
order.”1 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

 The Historical Context 
 
“It is not a secret that Revelation was written to an oppressed group of people who 
experienced a nightmare from Imperial rule. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus through John 
summons readers and hearers not to worship Caesar and not to hear imperial propaganda as 
the final word.”2 
 
“The Imperial cult was inseparable from that of Rome's official deities, whose cult was essential 
to Rome's survival and whose neglect was therefore treasonous.”3 
 
Many scholars see worship of the emperor as the background for the worship of the Beast in 
Revelation 13:4, 15-16; 14:9-11, 15:2, 16:2, 19:20, 20:4.  How prevalent was the imperial cult in 
Asia Minor?  Of the seven cities mentioned in Revelation 2-3, five have imperial priests and 
altars (all but Philadelphia and Laodicea) and six have imperial temples (all but Thyatira).  At 
Pergamum an imperial temple was established as early as 28 B.C.  The city was so central to the 
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imperial cult that Revelation describes this city as having the ‘throne of Satan.’  In short, a 
Christian in Asia Minor could not avoid the Imperial Cult.”4 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The Revelation from Christ (vv. 1-3) 
 
The Story is Christo-centric.  It is all about Jesus and from Jesus.  The Book of Revelation further 
develops the storyline explaining Jesus as the one “who is and who was and who is to come” 
(1:4, 8; 4:8; 11:17; 16:5).  
 

A. The PROCESS for this Revelation 
 

 God - Jesus – Angel – John – Churches – [US] (vv. 1-4) 
 

B. The PURPOSE of this Revelation 
 

a. Cmp. 1:1, 3 w/ 22:6, 10. “To show the things which must soon take place” 
 
“10 And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 
near.” This is in direct contrast to the word to the prophet Daniel. 
 
BDAG 992-93 s.v. τάχος has “quickly, at once, without delay Ac 10:33 D; 12:7; 17:15 D; 22:18; 1 Cl 
48:1; 63:4…soon, in a short time…Rv 1:1; 22:6…shortly Ac 25:4.” 
 
Some suggest because of the urgency laid out in Revelation that the Letter precedes the 
destruction of the Temple in 70AD. I do not believe the urgency demands the outcome. I believe 
the early church lived “in the last days” and the return of Jesus is always “soon to take place.” 
 

b. The intent is to reveal, not to conceal. 
c. Soon take place – tachos “a brief space” 1:1; 22:6 
d. “QUICKLY” - tachu Rev. 2:5, 16; 3:11; 11:14; 22:7, 12, 20 
e. What does “quickly” imply? 
f. “without delay” 
g. There is no “distance/far off” in Revelation. 

 
See also 1:3; 22:10 
 
The Question, “Where Is He?” The Answer, “In the absence of His imminent return, is God still 
active? YES!!!!!” 
 

C. THE PROMISE in the Revelation 
 

a. Blessed = 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14 [Cf. Beatitudes] “At peace, 
contented” 
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Who are they? 
The “Blessed” are those who believe in Jesus and persevere in the same. 
 
The word “blessing” [makarias] occurs seven times in Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 
22:7, 14). 
 

b. “He who reads.” This is singular while the next clause, “those who hear,” is 
plural. This reflects the early form of worship and one of God’s primary plans 
for taking in the Word. The Scripture was publicly read to the congregation.  

 
c. Hear 

 
d. Tereo - “To guard, watch over, preserve” or “observe, apply, obey.” See further 

Acts 12:5, 6.  Rev. 2:26; 3:3, 8, 10; 12:17; 14:12; 16:15; 22:7, 9. Obedience [keeping 
the Word] in Revelation is continued faith in the person and work of Jesus 
in the context of tribulation and suffering. 

 
II. The Salutation from the Triune God (vv. 4-5a). 

 
A. TO WHOM (v. 4a) 

a. “The seven churches that are in Asia.” 
 
“Grk ‘Asia’; in the NT this always refers to the Roman province of Asia. The Roman province of 
Asia made up about one-third of modern Asia Minor and was on the western side of it. Asia lay 
to the west of the region of Phrygia and Galatia. The words ‘the province of’ are supplied to 
indicate to the modern reader that this does not refer to the continent of Asia.”5 
 

B. OF WHAT (v. 4a) 
a. “Grace and Peace.” 

 
“The heart of John’s message for those primitive Christians (and, by extension, for us) is found 
in the benediction/greeting from the Triune God. ‘Grace and peace to you….’ Whatever we do 
with the numbers and the pictures and the rest of what follows, we must remember that the 
entire letter is intended to bring those two gifts to these suffering Christians.”6 
 
“In reading this letter, listeners must hear the voice of God speaking into their lives in ways that 
are comforting to their ears. The greeting of grace and peace informs Christians that their 
peace is not found in the language of the Empire but rather in the Pax Dei or the peace of 
God.”7 
 

C. FROM WHOM (v. 4c -5a) 
 
a. John (v. 4a) 
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There are several “John’s” in the New Testament. Many would suggest this “John” is the same 
who wrote the Gospel of John and the Letters from John. Others would suggest the “John” of 
the Revelation is not the same one as the author of the Gospel and the Letters. Regardless, the 
author of this Letter is “John” and ultimately God. 
 

b. God the Father (“from Him. . .” [v. 4b {“book ends” vv. 4b w/ v. 8}])  
 
“Note the exalted language he uses for God. By referring to God as ‘him who is (a direct allusion 
to ‘I Am Who I Am’) and who was (before anything else was, from all eternity) and who is to 
come (into the far reaches of any future you can imagine, to all eternity),’ John emphasizes the 
utter transcendence of God. What happens in time cannot change God; thus, grace and peace 
are assured. In the words that follow, John emphasizes the immanence of God. In Jesus Christ, 
God was with us as ‘the faithful witness,’ telling us the whole truth about God and his will for 
us, as ‘the firstborn from the dead,’ proving that even death cannot rob us of grace and peace, 
and as ‘the ruler of the kings of the earth,’ assuring us that God in the flesh is sovereign over all 
human sovereigns, even Caesar.”8 
 

c. God the Spirit “From the Seven Spirits (v. 4c)” 
 
I cannot see how this is anyone other than the Holy Spirit in light of context that is preceded by 
the Father and ending with the Son. 
 
“Imagery and metaphor dominate in the book of Revelation and in particular, John uses the 
metaphor of sevens to signify or describe the nature of the Holy Spirit. In Revelation 1:4, the 
seven spirits are a reference to the fullness of the Holy Spirit before God’s throne. Ministers 
of the Word must pay particular attention to the role, place, and function of the Holy Spirit 
in Revelation and to lose sight of that is to miss the meaning of this book. John uses the 
dynamic imagery of the Holy Spirit to stress the active presence and power of the Spirit in and 
among the congregation’s seven congregations of Asia Minor and consequently the presence 
and power of the same Spirit in the Church [global].”9 
 
“John’s bracing benediction is immediately followed by a dramatic doxology to Christ the 
King. In the process of praising Jesus, John uses phrases designed to build our faith and hope. 
He ‘loves us,’ present tense, continuative, all the time. He has freed us from our sins by his blood; 
this is a done deal, in the past. Thus, it is an unshakeable reality of life. And this loving King has 
made us to be a kingdom and priests. We may feel like unimportant peons under the thumb of 
the powers that be, but we are, in fact, royalty.”10 
 
Whatever else we read in chapters 2 and 3 concerning His church, this thought and theology 
form the unshakeable underpinnings that no amount of assault by the serpent and his minions 
can undermine. 
 

d. God the Son (vv. 5b-6). 
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III. The Doxology to Christ (vv. 5b-6). 
 
“The real definition of God which controls John's understanding is the one we find in Jesus. 
Jesus gives us the shape of God. He is the witness (1:5). The elaborate imagery about Jesus 
comes from the world of courts and kings, and the rituals which accompanied them. It was a 
way of saying: God has underlined that this Jesus really was the valid exponent of what God's 
being and doing, his going and his coming, are about.”11 
 

A. Notice the Titles assigned (v. 5a). 
 

 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
kings on earth. 

 
There is a logical progression in the passage. Each one leads us to the next one and culminates 
with the title, “The Ruler of Kings of Earth.” 
 

i. The faithful witness 
 
Jesus openly and publicly testifies of the Father to the people. 
 

ii. The firstborn of the dead 
 
“’The first-born of the dead.’ A Jewish Messianic title (Ps 88:28) and as in Col 1:18 refers to 
priority in the resurrection to be followed by others.”12 
 

iii. The ruler of kings of earth 
 
“Jesus by his resurrection won lordship over the kings of earth (Re 17:14; 19:16).”13 
 
“The chief or head, of all earthly potentates; who has them all under his dominion and control, 
and can dispose of them as he will.”14 
 
King of KINGS 

 Ezr 7:12 "Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the God of 
heaven, perfect peace. And now 

 Eze 26:7 For thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I will bring upon Tyre from the north 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, king of kings, with horses, chariots, cavalry and a 
great army. 

 Da 2:37 "You, O king [Nebuchadnezzar], are the king of kings, to whom the God of 
heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the strength and the glory; 

 1Ti 6:15 which He will bring about at the proper time--He who is the blessed and only 
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 

 Re 17:14 ¶ "These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, 
because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called 
and chosen and faithful." 
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 Re 19:16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, 
AND LORD OF LORDS." 

 (NAS95) 
 
Lord of LORDS 

 De 10:17 "For the LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, 
the mighty, and the awesome God who does not show partiality nor take a bribe. 

 Ps 136:3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

 (NAS95)  
 
“Revelation unites the rule of Christ with the status of believers. Christ’s identity as king 
directly shapes the identity of his followers.”15 
 
This is who He is; this is who you are! 
 

B. Notice the Work Achieved (vv. 5b-6) 
 
Similar to His titles, there is a logical progression in the passage. Each one leads us to the next 
one and culminates with Him making us a kingdom of priests. 
 
The Book of Revelation sets the stage for what is about to be seen and said.  
 

1. To Him who loves us [this is grace]. 
 
God’s love for Himself and us causes Him to actively seek our freedom from sin. As a 
consequence of who He is, and what He does, we become . . .  
 

2. To Him who freed us from our sins by His blood [this is peace]. 
 
There is a textual variant between the words “released/delivered” and “washed.” Both are 
biblical true and neither affects the meaning of this passage. The ESV goes with “freed.” 
 

 “And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its 
seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe 
and tongue and people and nation” (Rev. 5:9). 
 

 “I said to him, ‘My lord, you know.’ And he said to me, ‘These are the ones who come 
out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb’” (Rev. 7:14). 
 

 “And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of 
their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death” (Rev. 12:11). 
 

 “He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God” 
(Rev. 19:13). 
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Whatever the consequence, it was secured by His blood. There is nothing trite or tired by the 
wording. Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, the ruler of kings on 
earth offered up Himself as a substitutionary blood atoning sacrifice so that we would be 
delivered from our sin and become priestly kings! How can we state that in any more 
powerful way?  
 

3. To Him who has made us to be “kings” 
 
There is some ambiguity as to whether kingdom and priests are together such as a kingdom of 
priests or apart, two separate descriptions. 
 
The word “kings” [basileus] occurs 107 times in the NT. 
 
Matthew 22x 
Mark 12x 
Luke 10x 
John 13x 
Acts 20x 
Revelation 20x 
 
Kingdom [basileia] occurs 154 times in the NT 
 
It occurs 5 times in Revelation (1:9; 12:10; 16:10; 17:12, 17).  
 

4. To Him who has made us to be priests to His God 
 
“The regal and sacerdotal dignities are the two highest that can possibly exist among men; and 
these two are here mentioned to show the glorious prerogatives and state of the children of 
God.”16 
 
As a consequence of His titles and work, His people are . . .  

 Loved / We have acceptance 

 Released / We have freedom 

 Kingdom / We have identity 

 Priests / We have access 
 
Why, in their historical context, is this important to know? 
His people are not displaced, desolate, or deserted. His people are free, home, and welcomed. 
To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever, AMEN. 
 
“To him be glory] That is, to Christ; for it is of him that the prophet speaks, and of none other.   
For ever and ever]. To ages of ages; or rather, through all indefinite periods; through all time, 
and through eternity.  Amen.] A word of affirmation and approbation; so, it shall be, and so it 
ought to be.”17 
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Verse six ends with AMEN. We then move on to verse 7. We go from this towering doxology 
to a welcoming prophecy. 
 

IV. The Prophecy about Christ (v. 7). 
 

 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 

 
 
“Lest those 7 little churches miss his message, John follows his benediction from the Triune God 
and his doxology to Christ the King with a prophecy about that King. ‘Look, he is coming with 
the clouds….’ That little word ‘look’ (idou in Greek, meaning, ‘look, see, behold’ [29 verses in 
Revelation]) is central to Revelation. This letter is all about seeing what we usually cannot see, 
namely, Christ the King.”18 
 
“John concludes it with a bilingual double-whammy: ‘So it is to be’ (the Greek word yes), 
and ‘Amen’ (the Hebrew for let it be so).”19 
 
“In 1:7 the author continues to draw on Old Testament texts, this time more directly. He cites 
both Daniel 7:13 and Zech 12:10.”20 This statement begins in Zechariah 12:10, finds fulfillment 
in John 19:34-37 and repeats itself in Revelation 1:7. 
 

 Zechariah 12:10 
“I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of 
grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they 
will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him 
like the bitter weeping over a firstborn” (Zech. 12:10). 

 

 John 19:34-37 
34 “But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water 
came out. 35 And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows 
that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe. 36 For these things came to pass 
to fulfill the Scripture, ‘NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN.’ 37 And again 

another Scripture says, ‘THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY PIERCED’” 
(John 19:34-37). 

 
Jesus is the fulfillment of Daniel 7. This is proven in Matthew 28. Jesus is described as having 
received “all authority.” And at His ascension, He is carried away with “clouds.” This 
moment begins the end. At His 2nd Coming,  
 
Jesus Himself wraps up this initial thought before Pastor John begins to speak in verse 9. Listen 
to what Jesus says of Himself.  
 

V. The Declaration by Christ (v. 8). 
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 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is 
to come, the Almighty.” 

 
Jesus wants to make sure His audience leaves with a proper impression. Remember, He is 
working to reshape the way they think about the present. In this simple statement, Jesus fully 
identifies with God. He is claiming for Himself titles that refer to YHWH (v. 4a).  
 
Jesus is the first [at the beginning] and the last [at its ending] and the Almighty over all [in the 
middle]. 
 
“Verse 8 gives us the second overarching theme: God is God. Perhaps that is not so obvious a 
theme, but the constant battle in Revelation is between the true God, the God of Israel, the 
God of Jesus, and the false gods of this world epitomized in the emperor of Rome.”21 
 
The Greek word [pantokrator] occurs several times in Revelation, and only once in the rest of the 
New Testament [in 2 Cor. 6:18, in an Old Testament quote.] The word means ‘ruler over 
everything’. In the Old Testament, the concept of God as ‘the Almighty’ is expressed frequently 
– where it means Lord ‘of hosts’ or Lord ‘of the armies’. It refers to the incredible and 
unsurpassable power of God, and His authority to summon and enlist in the aid of His 
purpose and His people whatever resources and means He chooses. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. The return of Jesus is imminent. This is the one dominant thought in Revelation. Where Is 

He? He is HERE!!!! 
2. There is an intrinsic blessing to hearing and obeying this word. Do not stop believing in 

Jesus. 
3. Jesus is the Ruler of Kings on Earth. And it is this King of Kings who loves you, saves you 

by offering up Himself as the substitutionary blood atoning sacrifice, and makes you a kingly 
priest whereby placing you in His presence. This is a non-negotiable. No matter how you 
might read chapters 2 and 3, this is unchanging. 

4. Jesus is the first [at the beginning] and the last [at its ending] and the Almighty over all [in 
the middle]. This is the message of this chapter and our big take-away. 

 
“Whatever we do with the pictures that follow the individual letters to the 7 churches in 
chapters 2 and 3, we must always keep in mind these opening few words. Whoever the Beasts 
may be, whenever all this takes place, however we interpret the numbers that dot the letter, 
whatever we make of the 1000 years, John has relayed this series of pictures to give these 
persecuted Christians the grace and peace that are rooted in the persons of the Trinity and the 
work of Christ the King. We can survive anything if we are sure of that grace and peace.”22 
 
“One of the most stirring pages in English history tells of the conquests and crusades of Richard 
I, the Lionhearted. While Richard was away trouncing Saladin, his kingdom fell on bad times. 
His sly and graceless brother, John, usurped all the prerogatives of the king and misruled the 
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realm. The people of England suffered, longing for the return of the king, and praying that it 
might be soon. Then one day Richard came. He landed in England and marched straight for his 
throne. John’s castles tumbled like ninepins. Great Richard laid claim to his throne, and none 
dared stand in his path. The people shouted their delight. They rang peal after peal on the bells. 
The Lion was back! Long live the king! One day a King greater than Richard will lay claim to a 
realm greater than England. Those who have abused the earth in His absence, seized His 
domains, and mismanaged His world will all be swept aside.”23 
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deSilva, “The ‘Image Of The Beast’ And The Christians In Asia Minor: Escalation Of Sectarian Tension In 
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6 http://cep.calvinseminary.edu/sermon-starters/proper-29b/?type=lectionary_epistle 
7 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2825 
8 http://cep.calvinseminary.edu/sermon-starters/proper-29b/?type=lectionary_epistle 
9 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2825 
10 http://cep.calvinseminary.edu/sermon-starters/proper-29b/?type=lectionary_epistle 
11 http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/BEpChristtheKing.htm 
12 A.T. Robertson’s Word NT Word Pictures on Revelation 1:5. 
13 A.T. Robertson’s Word NT Word Pictures on Revelation 1:5. 
14 Adam Clarkes’ Commentary on Revelation 1:5. 
15 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2683 
16 Adam Clarkes’ Commentary on Revelation 1:6. 
17 Adam Clarkes’ Commentary on Revelation 1:6. 
18 http://cep.calvinseminary.edu/sermon-starters/proper-29b/?type=lectionary_epistle 
19 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=561  
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[Chicago: Moody, 1987; reprint, Neptune, N.J.: Loizeaux, 1991], 22–23 

                                                           


