
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:   February 6, 2022 

Title:  The King Reclaims His Inheritance 

Text:  Revelation 5:1-14 

Theme: As the rightful heir to the cosmos, Jesus, in His victory, reclaims what is 

rightfully His through signs and wonders. 

 

An Introduction: 

How Daniel 9:24-27 relates to the Book of Revelation? Why this focus on Daniel 9 and now 

the Book of Revelation? 

 

First, listen to a popular way of reading Daniel 9:24-27 that I do not agree with: 

 

“This chapter looks at the most significant prophecy in Daniel, and that’s saying 

something. The way I see it as I read the Bible in its plain sense is that the next event on 

the eschatological calendar is the rapture, the emergence of the antichrist, the 

inauguration of the 7-year tribulation or 70 weeks in Daniel, and, at the end, the Battle of 

Armageddon – the Second Coming. The vision of the 70 weeks is the backbone of 

prophecy about Israel, Christ, and the antichrist. Fewer predictions in Scripture have 

been interpreted in as many ways as the 70 weeks of Daniel.1 

 

“My desire for you is to be able to read prophecy passages (Matthew 24, Luke 21, 1 
Thessalonians 4-5, 2 Thessalonians 1-2, the Book of Revelation, and more), and then 
using Daniel’s 70th week, be able to figure out where everything fits.”2 

 

How do I read Daniel 9:24-27 and what implications does that have on the reading of 

Revelation? 

 

A. I believe its first and initial fulfillment has ended. First, in 2nd cent. BCE. Then, in the 
1st cent. AD.  It was a word to those Jews at that time. It appears clear, there is a 
repeating pattern picked up by Jesus and projected on to the Temple’s destruction in 
70AD (Matt. 24:4-31).  
 

B. If the above is true and Daniel’s 70 weeks did end in the 1st Century AD, then there is 

no future 70th week | seven years waiting to be fulfilled. It has already been fulfilled 

both for Daniel and for Jesus. 

 
1. As a consequence of this, the 7 seals, trumpets, and bowls are not taking place 

during a literal seven-year period. I do believe in a tribulation, but not a seven-
year duration. 

2. As a consequence of this, I do not believe in a rapture preceding the tribulation 
simply because there isn’t a seven-year tribulation. I do, however, believe in a 
coming where God’s people will be gathered to Him. And this coming is 
imminent. 
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C. I believe Jesus at His 1st Coming initiates the death of sin [the first 3 infinitives of 

Daniel 9:25] and the reign of righteousness [the last 3 infinitives of Daniel 9:25]. Jesus 
at His 2nd Coming completes or finalizes the six infinitives (2 Thess. 1:5-12; Rev. 
19:1ff). 

 

Moving on from there, this does impact how we study the Book of Revelation. The study of 

Revelation, however, even apart from Daniel 9 is controlled by three things. 

 First, what is the purpose of John in writing Revelation? 

 Second, what is the structure of John in writing Revelation? And finally,  

 Third, what is the style John uses in writing Revelation? 

 
So, let us begin with the purpose of John in writing Revelation. 
 
I. The Perspective of the Book 

 

A. It is an historical book that has already happened (Pre-70AD) 

B. It is a futuristic book that has yet to happen and does not begin until after the 

rapture of the church. 

C. It is a timeless book that tells the tale of redemptive history and the battle between 

the Seed of the Woman [good] and the Seed of the Serpent [bad].  

 

• It encourages and comforts the reader by, “It telling them where they were, where they 

are, and where they will be and how they will get there.” 

• The New Testament writers always saw themselves in the last days. It began at 

Pentecost and ends with the Second Coming (Acts 2:17; 2 Tim. 3:1; James 5:3; 2 Pet. 3:3). 

 

II. The Purpose of the Book 

 

A. To Encourage a Suffering Church 

 

The book of Revelation is first and foremost a letter written by the Apostle John to the churches 

in Asia Minor during the 1st Century AD (see chapters 2-3) at around 90AD.  It is written to 

encourage a suffering church and to remind them that their story is a part of God’s larger Story. 

 

Multiple times John references the “tribulation” of his audience (1:9; 2:9, 10; 7:14). This is 

consistent in the NT; for example: Paul in 1 and 2 Thessalonians uses the same word in 1:6; 3:3, 

7; 2 Thess. 1:4, 6. 

 

B. To Reveal God’s Purpose in Tribulation 

 



 

3 

In the REVELATION, God comforts His people by reclaiming all things rightfully His (Rev. 
2-19) as Creator (Rev. 4) and Redeemer (Rev. 5). As He pushes His agenda forward, He is 
reconstituting the Garden for the joy of His people (Rev. 21, 22).    
 
Everything happening in our [God’s] world is accomplishing His purpose.  This looks and feels 
like TRIBULATION.  Yet, God controls the TRIBULATION.   
 
Thus, as the rightful heir to the cosmos, Jesus, in His victory [DBRA], reclaims what is rightfully 

His through signs and wonders. 

 
C. To Reveal Jesus Christ as the center of the Story 

 
“The phrase ἀ̟οκάλυψις ᾿Ιησοῦ Χριστοῦ (apokalupsis Iēsou Christou, “the revelation of Jesus 
Christ”) could be interpreted as either an objective genitive (“the revelation about Jesus 
Christ”), subjective genitive (“the revelation from Jesus Christ”), or both (M. Zerwick’s 
“general” genitive [Biblical Greek, §§36-39]; D. B. Wallace’s “plenary” genitive [ExSyn 119-21]). 
In 1:1 and 22:16 it is clear that Jesus has sent his angel to proclaim the message to John; thus, the 
message is from Christ, and this would be a subjective genitive. On a broader scale, though, the 
revelation is about Christ, so this would be an objective genitive. One important point to note is 
that the phrase under consideration is best regarded as the title of the book and therefore refers 
to the whole of the work in all its aspects. This fact favors considering this as a plenary genitive.”3 
 
The Story is Christo-centric.  It is all about Jesus and from Jesus.  The Book of Revelation further 
develops the storyline explaining Jesus as the one “who is and who was and who is to come” 
(1:4, 8; 4:8; 11:17; 16:5).  
 

 Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 

D. To Reveal God’s Overarching Plan 

 

Five themes or topics permeate John’s writing to the Church.  

 

1. The Sovereignty of God (Occurrence of the word, “Almighty” [pantokrator – all-
ruling] Rev. 1:8; 4; 5; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:6, 15; 21:22). 

 
The idea of God’s sovereignty is also placed in the context of Roman sovereignty. The question 
is, “Who is in charge, who has the power, and to whom do you [the citizen] owe allegiance, who 
will you obey?” There is an intentional contrast between all earthly powers and authority and 
that of God’s power and authority. 
 

2. The Sacrifice of Jesus Christ (Rev. 5:6, 9, 12). 
3. The Sealing of the Holy Spirit (Rev. 7:3-8). 

 
This sealing stands in contrast to that of the Serpent’s seal [I.e. 666]. 
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4. The Assault of the Serpent and his seed (Rev. 12; etc.) 
5. The Suffering of His People (I.e. Tribulation). 

 

The serpent’s seed has always sought to destroy God’s Story and the woman’s offspring. The 
Letter of Revelation unveils for the Christian what the Christ life looks like on the horizontal as 
they pledge their love and loyalty to King Jesus. 
 

All five of these themes drive the church to reshape and rethink how they view suffering and 

tribulation. 

 

E. ONE BIG QUESTION 
 

 One of the BIG questions we ask is this:  

 How does God get us . . . 

 from where we were (past),  

 to where we are (present),  

 to where we will be (future)? 
 

F. ANSWER 
 

 Revelation tells us how God accomplishes/completes His Story and what this means for 
us. The Letter describes where we currently are through a series of repeating cycles and 
how “life” is moving ever closer to its final correction by God. 

 Each set or series is like an expanding and contracting accordion. The “sets” are 
simultaneous and not sequential. They all describe the same period, but from a different 
perspective and each build to a more dramatic, ascending, and finalized conclusion. 

 
III. The Structure of the Book 

 
A. The Big Picture 
 

As we think of the Revelation, we need to put it inside this larger single Story that begins in 
Genesis and ends in Revelation. Think of the entire biblical Story as concentric circles.  
Concentric circles fit inside each other, are the same distance apart all the way around, and all 
have the same center. The idea of the Garden where God meets His people for their joy and His 
glory is the center of every circle. 
 

B. The Number ‘Seven’ 
 
Keywords in Revelation would include: 

 Throne (found 45 times) 

 King (37) 

 Lamb (27) More than any other New Testament book 
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 Angel (74) more than the entire New Testament combined 

 Seal (23) 

 Book (38) 

 Worship (24) more times than any other New Testament book 

 Seven (40) more than the rest of the New Testament combined 
 
“The book is written in seven sections, each of which run parallel to one another. Each part 
covers the same time period from the first to the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. At the 
same time, each has a different focus and level of detail. Additionally, they are arranged in an 
ascending climatic order. A way of comprehending this is to visualize a seven transparent floor-
plans, stacked together.”4  
 

1. The Significance of Seven in the Jewish Calendar. 
 
7th Day = Sabbath Day 
7th Month = Sabbath Month 
7th Year = Sabbath Year 
7 x 7 Sabbath Years = Year of Jubilee [49th Year] 
70 x 7 = Season of completion or fullness 
 
“Seven was symbolic in ancient near eastern and Israelite culture and literature. It 
communicated a sense of “fullness” or “completeness” (שבע “seven” is spelled with the same 
consonants as the word שבע “complete/full”). This makes sense of the pervasive appearance of 
“seven” patterns in the Bible.”5 
 

2. In the Book of Revelation there are series of “sevens.”  Over 40 times in thirty-
one verses the number “seven” occurs in Revelation. 

 

 Seven Churches (Rev. 1:4, 11, 20) 

 Seven Spirits (Rev. 1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6) 

 Seven Golden Lampstands (Rev. 1:12, 20; 2:1) 

 Seven Stars (1:16, 20; 2:1) 

 Seven Seals (5:1, 5; 6:1) 

 Seven Angels (8:2, 6; 15:1, 6, 7, 8; 16:1; 17:1; 21:9) 

 Seven Trumpets (8:2, 6) 

 Seven peals of thunder (10:3, 4) 

 Seven thousand people were killed (Rev. 11:13) 

 [Red Dragon] Seven heads / Diadems (Rev. 12:3; 13:1; 17:3, 7, 9) 

 Seven Plagues (15:1, 6, 8; 21:9) 

 Seven Golden Bowls (15:7; 16:1; 17:1; 21:9) 

 Seven Kings (17:10) 

 The Beast / One of the Seven (17:11) 
 
The Book of Revelation speaks to the fullness of God’s activity, its completion, its ending. 
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C. Its Old Testament “Footing” 

 
“There are over five hundred references to the Old Testament in the Book of Revelation.”6  
 

• UBS Greek NT has no entries for Revelation in its Index of Quotations. However, it does 
have 632 entries in its Index of Allusions and Verbal Parallels. 

 
“Of the 404 verses in the book of Revelation, seemingly 278 of them make some allusion to the 
Old Testament. That is 68.8% of the verses! And some of these verses contain two, or even three, 
allusions to the Old Testament.”7 
 
There are many similarities between Revelation and the Old Testament. In fact, of the 39 Old 
Testament books, one writer has found that Revelation alludes to 24 of them.  
 
For example, Revelation 1:7, 8 with Dan. 7:13, 14; Zech. 12:10 and Isa 41:4; 44:6; 48:12. 
 
Rev. 1:7 BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even 
those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen. 
 

Dan. 7:13 "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One 
like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was 
presented before Him. 14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That 
all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not 
be destroyed. 
 
Zech. 12:10 "I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have 
pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep 
bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn. 

 
8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, 
the Almighty." 
 

Isa. 41:4 "Who has performed and accomplished it, Calling forth the generations from the 
beginning? 'I, the LORD, am the first, and with the last. I am He.'" 
 
Isa. 44:6 "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
'I am the first and I am the last, And there is no God besides Me. 7 'Who is like Me? Let 
him proclaim and declare it; Yes, let him recount it to Me in order, From the time that I 
established the ancient nation. And let them declare to them the things that are coming 
And the events that are going to take place. 
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Isa. 48:12 "Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I am 
also the last. 13 "Surely My hand founded the earth, And My right hand spread out the 
heavens; When I call to them, they stand together. 

 
“Certainly then, by having a good knowledge of the Old Testament, and especially such books 
as Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah, one likely will have an easier time understanding the 
book of Revelation.”8  
 

D. A Pictures of Contrasts 
 
This encouragement happens through a consistent and thorough picture of contrasts. 
 

 
 
This is a non-negotiable aspect of the Books Structure. The third precursor to our study is the 
style or genre in which the Book is written. 
 

IV. The Style of the Book 
 
“Apocalyptic literature is a type of writing that uses language in a figurative, image based, and 
visual venue. It is strongly symbolic. Its intent is to show God’s control of history. The 
symbolism appears otherworldly. The image or symbol represents or signifies something. What 
it represents is real, but the image itself may not be.”9  
 
“Revelation stands in the apocalyptic ‘wing’ of authentic, divinely inspired prophecy 
(emphasizing visionary experience, symbolism, and literary art).”10 “The most important thing 
to know about the literary form of the book of Revelation is that it uses the technique of 



 

8 

symbolism from start to finish. Instead of portraying characters and events directly, much of 
the time the author portrays them indirectly by means of symbols.”11  
 
The Revelation is often read literally, when it should be read figuratively. This short presentation 
understands the Revelation as Apocalyptic Literature or symbolic. 
 
For Example; real things are assigned symbolic meaning. 
 

 Jesus as a Lamb (Rev. 5:6, 8, 12, 13). 

 Satan as a Serpent (Rev. 12:9, 14, 15). 

 Angels as stars (Rev. 1:20). 

 Churches as Lampstands (Rev. 1:20). 

 Two witness as olive trees and lampstands (Rev. 11:3, 4) 
 
For Example; Numbers are assigned significance and occur as mnemonic devices or means of 
remembering something else. 
 

 Chapters 2 and 3 7 Churches 

 Chapters 6-8:5 7 Seals 

 Chapter 7  144,000 Jews 

 Chapters 8:6-11:19 7 Trumpets 

 Chapter 13:16 666 

 Chapter 16  7 Bowls 

 Chapter 20  Millennium 
 
Because of the above four categories [perspective; purpose; structure; and style] I offer you 
seven concluding thoughts. 
 

V. Some Concluding Observations  
 

1. First, this is a revelation from and of Jesus Christ. This is a Christo-centric book. 
 

2. Second, they are written to a church in tribulation and for the purpose of 
encouraging and comforting.  
 

3. Third, God is pictured as ruling and reigning as He rightfully reclaims what is 
His as Creator and Redeemer through signs and wonders. He is the rightful heir 
of the cosmos. 
 

4. Fourth, because it is “apocalyptic” literature, do not read the book like it’s a 
newspaper. Current events are NOT a commentary on the Book of Revelation. 
You can find a parallelism between any time in history and the book of 
Revelation. 
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5. Fifth, expect to see a repeating and contrasting Story from the Old Testament to 
the New Testament.  

 
6. Sixth, don’t forget that Revelation is a very pastoral book. Pastor John writes in 

exile for his faith in Jesus. He writes a pastoral letter to a suffering church in 
order to comfort and encourage them even while they are going through 
tribulation.  

 
Friends, be encouraged.  This Letter encourages His church by contrasting what they see 
happening around them and what is actually taking place behind the scenes. GOD IS IN 
CONTROL and He is fulfilling His purpose and design for all things. It might not look like it 
while we live in a broken world, but everything God does moves His Story closer to its final 
expression. 

 
7. Seventh, Revelation should reshape how we think and how we view our 

suffering and tribulation. We think suffering is outside of God’s will, but 
suffering is God’s will and is His means of reclaiming what is rightfully His.  

 
Friends, be encouraged.  Right now, by means of tribulation, God is reclaiming what is rightfully 
His, and right now He is in control by guiding “what is” toward “what will be.” Right now, 
Satan has been defeated at the Cross and is currently bound. Right now, The Kingdom of God 
has come and Jesus is currently reigning. It does not look like it, BUT this is what is really going 
on behind the scenes. 
 
Friends, be encouraged.  There is a fuller and final moment when He returns and His will shall 
be done on earth as it is in heaven (Matt. 6; Rev. 17-22). But for now, we ought to see our 
circumstances as the outworking of His purpose and design in reclaiming what is rightfully His 
as Creator and Redeemer. 
 
Next week we will begin in chapter 1. 
 
Let Us Pray. 

1 https://fcfamily.org/blog/2021/08/18/70-weeks  
2 Daniel’s 70th Week: One of the Keys to Unlocking the End-Times, Steven J. Hogan 
https://www.zionshope.org/blogs [Marv Rosenthal] 
3 https://netbible.org/bible/Revelation+1 on Revelation 1:1. 
4 http://www.truthistheword.com/the-structure-of-the-book-of-revelation/ 
5 https://bibleproject.com/podcast/significance-7/  
6 http://johnsnotes.com/documents/OldTestamentReferencesintheBookofRevelation.pdf 
7 https://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=11&article=886 
8 https://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=11&article=886  
9 Unknown 
10 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/revelation/#genre-setting 
11 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/revelation/#genre-setting 
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An Undetermined Period of Time1st Coming

 

THE PERSPECTIVE
• Historical [past; it does not 

affect you]

• Futuristic [yet to happen; it 
does not affect you]

 

THE PERSPECTIVE
• Timeless Tale [What has been, 

is, and will be]

 



EMPHASIS
• The LETTER reminds Christ’s

Church that their story is part of 
His larger Story.

 

EMPHASIS
• As the rightful heir to the 

cosmos, Jesus, in His victory, 
reclaims what is rightfully His 
through signs and wonders.

 

THE PURPOSE
• To Encourage a Suffering 

Church.

• To Reveal God’s Purpose in 
Tribulation.

 

THE PURPOSE
• To Reveal Jesus Christ as the 

center of the Story.

• To Reveal God’s Overarching 
Plan.

 

THE STRUCTURE
• The Big Picture

• The Number ‘Seven’

• Its Old Testament “Footing”

• A Picture of Contrasts

 

From Garden To Garden

From Genesis To Revelation

 

 

•1 The Beginning
• Repeated themes from different perspectives and/or increasing intensity.

•2, 3 Seven Churches

•4, 5 Heaven’s Perspective
•A Scroll with Seven Seals

•6, 7 Seven Seals

•8-15 Seven Trumpets

•16 Seven Bowls

•19-22 The End

 



 

ONE MORE TIME, the BIGBIGBIGBIG picture

• The Letter encourages His 
church by contrasting what they 
see happening around them 
and what is actually taking place 
behind the scenes.

 

Prologue - The Ascended/Enthroned Christ [1]

What You See What is Really Going On

Interlude / Big Picture

2, 3 1st Cycle of 7 Churches 4, 5 The Throne / The Scroll

6 2nd Cycle of 7 Seals 7 The Sealing of God’s People

8, 9 3rd Cycle of 7 Trumpets 10-15 The Story Retold

16 4th Cycle of 7 Bowls 17-20 The Return of the Righteous 

King

Epilogue – The Making of All Things New [21, 22]

 

Contrasting Parallels in the Book of Revelation
What We See

We see the “bad” happening all around us . . .

What is Really Going On

. . . but God is really carrying out the “good.”

Thief (3:3; 16:15) Blessed (1:3; 19:9)

Persecuted (2:9, 10) Overcomer (2; 3; 21:7)

Throne of Satan (2:13; 13:2) Throne of God (4; 5)

The Mark of the Beast (13:18) The Seal of God (7)

Great Red Dragon (12, 13) The Father (Rev. 4)

The Beast (12, 13) The Son (14:1ff; throughout Rev.)

The False Prophet (12, 13) The Holy Spirit

He comes as a JUDGE He comes as a BRIDEGROOM (19:7)

The Wrath of the Dragon (12:12, 14) The Wrath of the Lamb (6:16)

The Blood of His Enemies 14:13-20; 19:13) The Blood of His People (6:10; 16:6; 17:6; 19:2)

The Great Harlot (17, 18) The Bride (21)

Babylon (17, 18) New Jerusalem (21:1ff)

Great Supper of God (19:17, 18) Marriage Supper of the Lamb (19:6-11)

Great White Throne (20:11) The 1st Resurrection (20:5, 6) “Bema Throne”

The Binding of Satan (Rev. 20) The Reigning of the Saints (Rev. 20)

Lake of Fire (20:15) “Garden of Eden” (21; 22)
 



THE STYLE
How To Read Apocalyptic Literature

 

APOCALYPTIC
• For Example; real things are 

assigned symbolic meaning.

• For Example; Numbers are 
means of remembering 
something else.

 

CONCLUSION
• First, this is a revelation from 

and of Jesus Christ. This is a 
Christo-centric book.

• Second, they are written for 
encouragement and comfort. 

 

CONCLUSION
• Third, God is pictured as ruling 

and reigning as He rightfully 
reclaims what is His as Creator 
and Redeemer through signs 
and wonders. 

 

CONCLUSION
• Fourth, because it is 

“apocalyptic” literature, do not 
read the book like it’s a 
newspaper. 

 

CONCLUSION
• Fifth, expect to see a repeating 

and contrasting Story from the 
Old Testament to the New 
Testament. 

 

CONCLUSION
• Sixth, don’t forget Revelation is 

a pastoral book. Pastor John 
writes in exile for his faith in 
Jesus. 

 

We have done an injustice to the 
Book of Revelation by making it 

an object of merchandise by 
“selling” its content and 

sensationalizing its message.

 



CONCLUSION
• Seventh, Revelation should 

reshape how we think and view 
our suffering and tribulation. 

 

ENCOURAGED
• The Book of Revelation reveals a 

triumphant Christ who is 
reclaiming His inheritance as its 
rightful heir.

 

ENCOURAGED
• He is doing this through 

Tribulation by brandishing His 
Scepter | Rod of Iron (Isa. 11:4; 
Rev. 2:27; 12:5; 19:15).

  

 


