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Sola Fide – “Through Faith Alone” 

Romans 3:19-31 

The Five Solas of the Reformation 

Theme:  Our right standing before the Father is solely and only based on grace alone through 
faith alone in Christ alone for the glory of God alone. 
 
Introduction:  
What is Biblical justification? Before we can dive into why justification in that historical setting 
[and even today] was being [and needs to be] challenged, we need to define what Biblical 
justification actually is. Justification is the action of declaring a person righteous in the sight 

of God. You are not made righteous in justification. It is imputation that makes one righteous. 
Thus, you are a sinner, yet a saint.  
 
Structure: 
 

I. His Righteousness Revealed (vv. 19-22a). 
 

II. His Righteousness Defined and Explained (“Righteousness”) 
 

III. His Righteousness Appropriated (vv. 22b, 23). 
 

IV. His Righteousness Supplied (v. 24). 
 

V. His Righteousness Proclaimed (vv. 25-26). 
 

Questions: 
What follows are three challenging questions concerning this “new” demonstration of God’s 
righteousness because of Jesus and appropriated through faith: 
 

1. Does justification by faith exclude boasting in my ability? YES! (vv. 27, 28) 
2. Does justification by faith also include the Gentiles? YES! (vv. 29, 30) 
3. Does justification by faith nullify the Law? NO! On the contrary, IT ESTABLISHES THE 

LAW! (vv. 31) 
 
Justification by faith alone is a core doctrine of Christianity. It divided the church in the 16th 
century and that division still exists today with Protestants and Catholics on opposite sides of 
the dividing line. Both sides maintain that their position is in line with orthodox belief.  Yet, it 
isn’t only the Roman Catholic within the extended umbrella of Christianity that struggles with 
by grace alone through faith alone theology. Groups such as Jehovah Witnesses and Mormons 
claim to be Christians but deny this core theology. 
 

• Do you know that you can’t? 
• Do you know that God can?  
• Do you know that Jesus did? 


