
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  November 14, 2021 
Title: Sola Fide - “Through Faith Alone”1 
Text: Romans 3:19-31 
Theme: What Jesus does all other world religions call you to do. Jesus gifts us the end; all other 

world religions call you to earn it. 
 
Introduction:  
 
“Stephen Crowley is the worst dad ever. Or, that’s 
what you might think if you believed the playfully 
Photoshopped images of his daughter, Hannah, that 
went viral on Reddit two years ago, and were 
featured here on Mashable.”2  
 
Our response to such pictures is, “What were you 
thinking?” Well, when people believe they can work 
their way into heaven and dismiss, add to, or 
minimize the person and work of Jesus, my response 
is, “What are you thinking?” 
 
Simon of Samaria thought he would buy religious power (Acts 8:9-25). “He took Peter to be like 
himself, a [charlatan] performer who would sell his tricks for enough money. Trafficking in 
things sacred like ecclesiastical preferments in England is called "Simony" because of this offer 
of Simon.”3 
 

 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered 
them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the 
Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could 
obtain the gift of God with money! 

 
Many world religions are systems that believe they can “buy” through financial resources or 
good behavior the favor of God. Their salvation is auto-soteric [self-salvation]. The consequence 
of this failure is actually dangerous and is life threatening. The doctrine of justification is 
something no one can afford to get wrong.  
 
B.B. WARFIELD, the notable Reformed Theologian states, 
  
“THERE ARE fundamentally only two doctrines of salvation: that salvation is from God, and 
that salvation is from ourselves. The former is the doctrine of common Christianity; the latter is 
the doctrine of universal heathenism.”4 
 
The issue of one’s justification isn’t about being nice, but about being right. And the “right” 
we speak of isn’t in the horizontal, but in the vertical. That is where the struggle and clarity is 
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needed. I do not desire to be unkind, but neither do I desire to be unclear. Any individual or 
institution that believes or promotes an auto-soteric ideology of justification is wrong and that 
ideology is the doctrine of demons.  
 
C.S. Lewis quote on men believing doing good is enough. 
 
When I speak of Roman Catholicism, I am not speaking of an individual, but of an institution. 
Your right relationship before and with the Father is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ 
alone for the glory of God alone. 
 

 Historical Development of Christian Orthodoxy 
 
As we have noted, Christianity as a religion did not occur in a vacuum. We have centuries of 
church history and over those centuries, doctrine has developed and evolved. Most of our 
orthodox doctrines came about as a response to error. Many of the Epistles written by the 
Apostles were responses to problems arising in the early church. Our creeds and confessions 
came out of a similar process. As errors arose there was a need to define and clarify exactly what 
Christian’s believed and what the Bible taught.  
 
“Leo X, the pope in 1517, needed funds to complete the building of St. Peter's Basilica in 
Rome.  Leo entered into an arrangement that essentially sold indulgence franchises that allowed 
the franchisee to retain about half the funds raised by selling indulgences in return for sending 
to Rome the other half for Leo's construction project.”5 
 
This sale of indulgences in Germany took off with scandalous claims by those selling them. 
People were told that these indulgences would make them cleaner than Adam and Eve before 
the fall and had as much power as the cross. Those who wished to buy them for deceased loved 
ones were told “as soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.”  
  
“According to Catholicism, upon death, the souls of those who rejected Christ are sent to hell. 
The souls of those who accepted Christ and performed sufficient acts to be purified of sin go to 
heaven [although no one ever knew if they had done enough to go to heaven. In Roman Catholic 
theology there is never any certainty as to whether one will or will not go straight to heaven.] 
Those who died in faith but did not complete the steps to be purified are sent to purgatory where 
they undergo temporary, painful punishment until their souls are cleansed. Purification by 
torment may be lessened by suffering during life and the offerings [i.e. indulgences, buying a 
removal of punishment in purgatory] and prayers of others on the sinner’s behalf. Once 
purification is complete, the soul may go to heaven [again, although no one ever knew if they 
had done enough to get out of purgatory and go to heaven.]”6 
 

A modern-day Roman Catholic believes their deceased loved ones are in heaven, but their 
theology does not grant them this certainty. They are only expressing a wishful hope. 
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This teaching [as is true of all auto-soteric teaching] is a subjective means of perpetuating an 
uncertain cycle leaving the penitent ambiguous as to finality. 
 

 Definition of Justification 
 

So, what is Biblical justification? Before we can dive into why justification in that historical 
setting [and even today] was being [and needs to be] challenged, we need to define what Biblical 
justification actually is. Justification is the action of declaring a person righteous in the sight 

of God. You are not made righteous in justification. It is imputation that makes one righteous. 
Thus, you are a sinner, yet a saint.   
 

Luther maintained that the doctrine of justification by faith alone is the article on which the 
church falls or stands.7 John Calvin agreed with the urgency of the matter saying it was the hinge 
on which everything turns.8 This doctrine addresses our most serious problem as fallen 
creatures. How can we be right with God? 
 

Justification in its final analysis is a legal pronouncement from the voice of God. It is a legal 
declaration whereby God declares people to be just. Justification can only occur when God, who 
is just, becomes the justifier by declaring a person to be just in His sight.  
 

If the Reformers were basing their argument for justification by faith alone on Scripture alone, 
what does Scripture actually say about this doctrine? 
 
Structure: 
 
My desire this morning is to plainly teach one passage that clearly lays out how justification is 
by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone to the glory of God alone. 
 
Our primary passage is Romans 3:21-31. There are five parts to Paul’s explanation of God’s 
righteousness and then a three-fold response or challenge by his audience.   
 

I. His Righteousness Revealed (vv. 21-22a). 
 

 19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no 

human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 21 But now the 
righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear 
witness to it.  

 

A. It is “apart from the Law” (v.21a) 
 

1. The Law reveals God and we delight. 
2. The Law reveals humanity and we despair. 
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B. It is “witnessed to by the law and the prophets” (v.21b) 
 
Notice 1:2; 16:25, 26. The Hebrew Scripture speaks in shadow of the substance. The Hebrew 
Scripture witnesses to the substance through shadow (3:21), but it is the substance that 
thoroughly reveals (1:17, 18), publicly displays (3:25), and demonstrates (3:26) God’s rightness 
in saving sinners. 
 
Jesus is the substance to every shadow we see in the old covenant. Jesus is the better Adam, the 
better Abraham, the better Moses, the better David. He is the fulfillment of every law, every 
promise, and every prophecy. Jesus is the promised seed and completion of the blood picture 
we see repeated over and over again in the Old Testament. Jesus Himself pointed out that every 
prophecy and promise given in the Old Testament were about Him.  
 

 “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). 

 
Calvary lays out God’s love for His people, but it is more than His love for us. Calvary fixes the 

fall. It is God’s corrective so that what He set out to do will be done.   Calvary is God’s absolute 
demonstration of His commitment to His Vision for creating.  
 

II. His Righteousness Defined and Explained 
 

• The word RIGHTEOUSNESS [dikaiosune] found in 3:21 occurs in 30 verses in Romans. 
A sibling [dikaios] occurs in 7 verses. In our passage, it is found in the following verses 
(vv. 10, 21, 22, 25, 26). 

• Within this same family is our word justified [dikaioo {14 verses}]. In our paragraph, it 
occurs in verses 20, 24, 26, 28, and 30.  

• The overarching idea is that in order for God to be vindicated [I.e. justified] in declaring 
sinners righteous, He had to appease or satisfy His own standard for justice. He met that 
standard in the life and death of His Son Jesus.  

• How is this righteousness both appeased and appropriated? 
 
III. His Righteousness Appropriated (vv. 22b, 23). 

 
 Romans 3:33-26 

22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 

received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 

A. It is “through faith in Jesus Christ” (vv. 22a, 25 [Romans 3:20, 22, 24, 25, 27, 30, 
31]) 
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As image bearing individuals, we have the capacity of choice, but the idea that we recognize our 
sinfulness and see the provision in the person and work of Jesus for the saving of our souls, is a 
gift of His grace.  God has designed us to appropriate His provision through means of faith. 
 

WHAT IS FAITH 
Faith is knowledge of, assent to, and unreserved trust in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
Saving faith sees itself the sinner for what they are and Jesus for what He is. Notice two quick 
examples of this in Luke 18:13, 14 [the publican] and Luke 18:18-27 [the rich young ruler]. 
 
“Saving faith is a gift of God, (Eph. 2:8). Such faith is not something man produces within 

himself, (Jn. 1:11-13). As sobering as it is to recognize, it is important to understand that if God 

does not grant this undeserved gift to a sinner, their heart remains unchanged, unbelieving, and 

unredeemed, (Heb. 11:6). If God does not mercifully, powerfully, and irresistibly intervene in our 

suicidal rebellion against him, we freely and willfully continue plodding our path to perdition, 

(I Cor. 1:18). So, what is saving faith? According to the Westminster Shorter Catechism, saving 

faith is first and foremost faith that is ‘in Jesus Christ.’ ‘Faith’ as a thing in itself, no matter how 

sincerely exercised, is no grounds of salvation or favor with God. The only faith which unites a 

soul to salvation is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, (Acts 4:12). To put it into my own words, saving 

faith is a free and unmerited gift, granted only to undeserving sinners, according to God’s 

sovereign grace, through which we personally receive an irrevocable share in the full salvation 

accomplished for us by the Lord Jesus Christ.”9  

 

“Hebrews 12 verse 2 says Jesus is the author and perfecter of faith. All faith within the one who 

believes was authored by Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:29 says it’s been ‘granted’ unto us to believe 

in Jesus Christ. And Acts 3 verse 16 says all faith in Christ is faith that has come from and 

through Christ. So, all faith in Christ originates in Christ Himself. He must grant this faith, and 

He grants it to those who have been chosen by God from before the foundation of the world. 

Second Peter 1:1 says faith must be given.”10 

 
B. It is “upon all that believe” (vv.22b, 26) 

 
Faith and believing are working synonyms in our passage. They come from the same word 
family. 
 
Natural man in his sinful state has no affection for Christ or the things of God. They are in active 
rebellion against Him. Sinful man will always choose that which his heart desires and that is his 
sin.  
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We are justified by faith but even that is not something we can generate ourselves. Faith is the 
creative act of God in the heart of man. In the hearts of believers, God intervenes and changes 
the disposition of the soul and creates faith where only faithlessness existed.  
 
Why is the gift extended to everyone? AND why must it be by grace through faith and not by 
works and faith? 
 

C. It is universally needed (v. 23) 
 

1. A past fact (“all have sinned” aorist active indicative) 
2. A present reality (“come short” present passive indicative) 

 

Sin creates. . .  

• A debt we cannot pay. 

• A gap we cannot span. 

• A vacuum we cannot fill. 

• A shame / guilt we cannot cover. 

• A stain we cannot remove. 

• An alienation we cannot reconcile and 

• A weight we cannot lift. 

 

The Bible makes it very clear that this fallen nature afflicts all mankind.  
 

 “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together 
they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one” (Rom. 3:10-12). 
 

 “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 

 

Not only are we sinners, we are slaves to sin. We cannot do what needs to be done to be justified 
and reconciled to a holy God. God demands perfection and God hates sin. If God demands 
perfection and man is incapable of doing any good and is born into iniquity, what hope do we 
have? How are we justified? How are we saved and how is our relationship to God reconciled?  
 

IV. His Righteousness Supplied (v. 24). 
 

 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift [dorean], 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  

 

This idea is the same as found in Ephesians 2:8 
 

 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not 

a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
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God Himself made a way for mankind to be reconciled to Him. He sent His only Son to bear the 
penalty for sin. Jesus was born as a helpless baby and lived a sinless life in perfect obedience to 
His Father. He willingly went to the cross, bore all the sins of His people and endured the wrath 
of God on behalf of those whom God had given Him (Eph. 2:1-5).  
 

What God then does, we are incapable of doing. We are justified freely as a gift.  The word 

means “without price!”  The word “gift” is found nine times in the New Testament.  Perhaps 

one of the best passages bringing out its meaning is found in John 15:25.   

 
“But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, they hated me without 

a cause.”  (John 15:25) 

 

There is no reason or cause within the sinner that moved God to act.  He did what He did 

without a cause or cost to the recipient. 

 

A. It is freely given: “as a gift” (v.24) 
B. It is grace based: “by his grace” 
C. It results in justification: “being justified” present passive participle 
D. It is solely and only in Christ Jesus 
E. It is upon all who believe (vv. 22, [“through faith in”] 24, 26) 

 

What He offers, we are almost incapable of comprehending. It sounds to good to be true, but it 

is. Everything God has done is made available to us free of charge. 

 

As a consequence of His work and this appropriation by grace through faith two outcomes are 

true. 

 

V. His Righteousness Proclaimed (vv. 25-26). 
 

 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 

A. God Is Propitiated (v. 25) 
 

1. In the court of law, guilt has been pardoned (“justification”). 
2. In the slave market, debt has been paid (“redeemed”). 
3. In the temple, wrath has been appeased (“propitiation”).  

 

The crucifixion and sacrifice of Christ conciliates God, who would otherwise be offended by 

human sin and would demand penalty for it.  
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B. God Is Vindicated (v. 26) 
 

God, in forgiving sinners, was accused of being “soft toward sin.”  Here, at the cross, He is 

vindicated. God has no basis for pardoning the guilty in the past. Everything He has said and 

done vindicates Him. What God does in and through His Son is just and through His Son, He 

can justify those who believe in the rightness of God’s actions. 
 

God’s accusers are silenced. His justifying of sinners is valid. He is vindicated. God Himself is 
declared just even as He declares sinners just. The vindication of God rests solely in the person and 
work of Jesus. Because of who Jesus is and what Jesus did, God is just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus. 

 
QUESTIONS 
What follows are three challenging questions concerning this “new” demonstration of God’s 
righteousness because of Jesus and appropriated through faith: 
 

1. Does justification by faith exclude boasting in my ability? YES! (vv. 27, 28) 
 

2. Does justification by faith also include the Gentiles? YES! (vv. 29, 30) 
 

3. Does justification by faith nullify the Law? NO! On the contrary, IT ESTABLISHES THE 

LAW! (vv. 31) 
 

IT IS FINISHED 
Jesus does exactly what the Law said He would do. In fulfilling the Seed Promise and 
completing the Blood Picture, Jesus fulfills every shadow promise. 
 

• The debt has been paid! 

•  The gap has been spanned! 

• The vacuum has been filled! 

• The shame / guilt has been covered! 

• The stain has been removed. 

• The alienation has been reconciled and 

• The weight has been lifted! 

 

Because the GOSPEL is so RADICALLY GOOD NEWS we seek to soften its impact by 
explaining away its GOODNESS and adding disclaimers and qualifiers. But in the GOSPEL 
there are no Buts or Brakes. 
 

Justification by faith alone is a core doctrine of Christianity. It divided the church in the 16th 
century and that division still exists today with Protestants and Catholics on opposite sides of 
the dividing line. Both sides maintain that their position is in line with orthodox belief.  Yet, it 
isn’t only the Roman Catholic within the extended umbrella of Christianity that struggles with 
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by grace alone through faith alone theology.  Groups such as Jehovah Witnesses and Mormons 
claim to be Christians but deny this core theology. 
 

• Do you know that you can’t? 
• Do you know that God can? 
• Do you know that Jesus did? 

 

If you want to debate about whether your standing before God is by grace alone through faith 
alone in Christ alone for the glory of God alone, then I’m not your guy. But if you find yourself 
aching in your soul over your sin and standing before the Father and you want to hear the good 
news in Jesus, then I’m your guy.  
 

Let us Pray. 

1 Much of the content of this study is from Justification by Faith Alone, Angela Ketterhagen, TH302 Christian Doctrine II, 
September 19, 2021.  
2 https://mashable.com/article/dad-photoshops-daughter-dangerous-situations 
3 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Acts 8:18. 
4 https://www.monergism.com/autosoterism  
5 http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/luther/lutherindulgences.html  
6 https://www.gotquestions.org/how-to-get-to-heaven.html 
7 “Because if this article [of justification] stands, the church stands; if this article collapses, the church collapses.” (WA 
40/3.352.3). https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/luthers-saying/  
8 John Calvin, the father of our Reformed theological tradition, highlighted the importance of this text. Calvin called the 
process by which God saves us “the main hinge upon which religion turns. John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 
3.11.1.  
9 https://www.covenantgracegso.com/blogwriting/2021/5/3/saving-faith-is-a-gift-of-gods-grace  
10 https://ask.ligonier.org/podcast-episodes/how-is-faith-a-gift  

                                                           


