
 

 

 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:   October 31, 2021 
Title:  THERE IS A ‘LINE’: The Five Solas of the Reformation 
Text:  1 and 2 Timothy 
Theme: The material principle of the Reformation is justification by grace alone (sola gratia) 
through faith alone (sola fide). This is what “provoked” the conflict | question. 
The formal principle of the Reformation is Scripture alone (sola Scriptura). This is what “proved” 
the conflict | answer. The five solas do not define for us all knowable truth, but they do set a 
line that must be known, studied, protected, and preached. WE MUST . . .  
. . . know, study, protect, and preach SOLA SCRIPTURA for the sake of our justification by grace 
alone through faith alone in Christ alone for the glory of God alone. 
 
Introduction: 
  
“[On], May 20th, 2019, a cylinder of platinum-iridium alloy will be removed from a vault in the 
Pavillon de Breteuil in Saint-Cloud, France, just outside Paris, and relocated to a museum, 
officially ‘retired’ in the terminology of metrologists, becoming the last object in human history 
to serve as a physical standard of measurement, or as metrologists tellingly describe such an 
object, an ‘artifact.’   
 
This cylinder of dense metal, not much larger than a golf ball … was created along with a few 
dozen sister cylinders at the end of the 19th century to act as the definition of the kilogram. This 
lonely hunk of platinum and iridium has defined mass around the globe for more than a 
century—from bathroom scales to medical lab balances. It has been kept under three nested bell 
jars in an underground vault at the International Bureau of Weights and Measures in Saint-
Cloud, accessible only with three separately controlled keys, while six of its sisters have been 
kept for reference as … witnesses.”1 
 
There is a place where a ruler and weight are kept. It is against this ruler and weight that all 
other measurements are judged. If the ruler or weight is lost or corrupted, then the means of 
determining what is or is not right is lost. For us to say “You can’t, God can, and Jesus did,” is 
only possible because of an immutable ruler and weight. For us to say, “Salvation from sin and 
death is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone,” is only possible because there is a 
ruler or weight against which all other thoughts or ideas are tested.  
 
We have a document received from God declaring as much. If the document falls, so also the 
means of determining the outcome. 
 
I wish to draw our attention to the Letter of the Apostle Paul to his disciple Timothy. Listen with 
me as we read a reoccurring idea through his Letter. 
 

 Understanding 1 and 2 Timothy 
 
First, let us consider the idea of teaching as a body of information that establishes a “line.”  
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Didaskalia [instruction] 
 

 1Ti 1:10 and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and 
whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, 

 1 Tim. 4:1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the 
faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 

 1Ti 4:6 In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ 
Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which 
you have been following. 

 1Ti 4:13 Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and 
teaching. 

 1Ti 4:16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, 
for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you. 

 1Ti 5:17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially 
those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 

 1Ti 6:1 All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of 
all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against. 

 1Ti 6:3 If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, 
those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 

 2Ti 3:10 Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, 
perseverance, 

 2Ti 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; 

 2Ti 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting 
to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to 
their own desires, 

 2Ti 4:15 Be on guard against him yourself, for he vigorously opposed our [logos] 
teaching. 

 
In his Letter to Timothy, Paul clearly establishes a “line” that defines “sound teaching.” 
 
Second, this “line” is to be known, studied, protected, and preached. 
 
Paul does not say anything different to Titus that he says to Timothy. Time, however, keeps us 
from examining Titus. We will only note Timothy. Listen to the repetition throughout. 
 
1 TIMOTHY 

 We are to stay the course (1 Tim.1:3-11). Paul was entrusted with the gospel and we are 
to entrust it to others (Compare 1 Tim. 1:11 with v. 18; See also 1 Tim. 6:20, 21 [“keep”]). 

 We are to retain sound doctrine which requires that we “fight” for the gospel (1 Tim. 1:18-
20). 
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 We are to point out what is sound (1 Tim. 4:6, 7). 

 We are to prescribe and teach these things (1 Tim. 4:11). 

 We are to give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching  
(1 Tim. 4:13). 

 We are to take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress will be 
evident to all (1 Tim. 4:15). 

 We are to pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, 
for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you 
(1 Tim. 4:16). 

 We are to work hard at preaching and teaching (1 Tim. 5:17). 

 We are to agree with sound words (1 Tim. 6:3). 

 We are to keep the commandment (1 Tim. 6:14). 
 
 
2 TIMOTHY 

 We are to openly identify with the gospel (2 Tim. 1:8 w/ 1:15-18). 

 We are to retain the standard of sound words (2 Tim. 1:13). 

 We are to guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure (2 Tim. 1:14). 

 We are to “keep” what has been entrusted to us (2 Tim. 1:14).  

 We are to entrust it to others (2 Tim. 2:2). 

 We are to continue in the things we have learned (2 Tim. 3:14). 

 We are to preach the word (2 Tim. 4:2). 

 We are to endure sound doctrine (2 Tim. 4:3). 

 We are to turn our ears toward the truth (2 Tim. 4:4). 

 We are to keep the faith (2 Tim. 4:7). 
 

 How significant or important is this? 
 

 Illustration – The Amazon River 
In 1 and 2 Timothy, Paul calls Timothy to this ruler or weight. In Timothy, it is a “line.” That 
“line” is to be known, studied, protected, and preached. That “line,” is like the mighty Amazon 
River, is identifiable, but exists with many tributaries. Not all of the tributaries carry the same 
bulk of water [thus, some tributaries are of less importance], but each in their own way 
contribute to make the Amazon River a mighty and unstoppable force. The volume and power 
of the Amazon is so significant that “You can still detect the fresher water from the Amazon 200 
miles out into the Atlantic.”2 
 
The Amazon is 4,000 miles long and feeds the surrounding areas. In its absence the region it 
covers would change and collapse. The river makes the area what it is. So also this doctrine of 
SOLA SCRIPTURA. 
 



 

 

 

4 

The five solas became codified in the 1900’s, but were birthed during this period of reformation. 
The five solas, like the Amazon River, are essential and primary points needing to be maintained 
by the church of Jesus. 
 
The five solas do not define for us all knowable truth, but they do set a line that must be known, 
studied, protected, and preached. 
 

 The issue in the 16th Century Church 
 
The issue in the 16th century church as still today is selling salvation. 
 
The Church sold justification through INDULGENCES. This became the “straw breaking the 
camel’s back.” 
 
Thus, theology says it this way.  
 
The material principle of the Reformation is justification by grace alone (sola gratia) through faith 
alone (sola fide). This is what “provoked” the conflict | question. 
The formal principle of the Reformation is Scripture alone (sola Scriptura). This is what “proved” 
the conflict | answer. 
 
Justification by grace through faith in Christ became the tipping point. The means of proving 
that point were the Scripture as the sole determiner of that truth. 
 

 Understanding the times in which Luther lived - THE STEW 
 
The church went from the “Christian” Crusades and Bubonic Plague of the Medieval Ages to 
the Renaissance.  “The Renaissance marked a period of cultural, artistic, political and economic 
revival following the Middle Ages. From the 14th century to the 17th century, the 
Renaissance promoted the rediscovery of classical philosophy, literature and art after a long 
period of cultural decline and stagnation.”3 
 
Individuals like Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Copernicus, Raphael, Galileo Galilei, William 
Shakespeare were all part of this explosive period of time. 
The Gutenberg Press – @1441The Latin Vulgate 
 
BY THE 13th century the power of the Roman Pope militarily and politically rivaled and was 
greater than many kings and emperors. It is into this historical movement, God brought an 
Augustinian Monk to shake the world. 
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 Martin’s “time-line” 
 
October 31, 1517 

 Born 1483 

 Wittenberg 1517 [34yr] 
o Put this in context. Martin Luther asked for a theological debate on a testy topic. 

He got a war. He was not simply challenging a church, but the church. There was 
only one church. 

 Diet of Worms 1521 [38yr]  
o At the Meeting, both political, academic, and religious powers combined to 

oppose Martin Luther. 
o Declares Luther a heretic 

 Translates Bible into German 1522-1534 
o Fundamentally, like all reformers, he wanted the word of God in the language of 

the people. 

 Died 1546 [63yr] 
 

 What does Sola Scriptura mean? 
 
Sola scriptura isn’t simply a study of biblical theology, but a study of the reformers response of 
sola scriptura against the historical context in which they lived. It is somewhat easy to speak of 
sola scriptura as a biblical study, but the study in their context is even more dramatic and 
pronounced, even as it should be in our own historical context. 
 
THE ISSUE was [and is] on what basis is a person justified? The means of answering that 
question is [for us] from the Scripture alone. 
 
What does Sola Scriptura mean? It does not mean, “No Creed but Christ” Or “No Creed but The 
Bible” 
 
I get a little anxious when someone says, “All I study is the Bible.” Why? Because the Bible 
isn’t studied in a vacuum. No one approaches the Bible without bias. Everyone’s present level 
of knowledge and past experiences shape how they read the Bible. Thus, “no creed but Christ 
and no book but the Bible,” does not mean “tradition, spoken, or Letter” has no input [2 Thess. 
2:15; 3:17; 1 Thess. 5:19-22; Acts 17:11]. Remember, Paul received the Hebrew Scripture but also 
was making provision for additional “authority.” Yet, with the addition of this New Testament 
[Covenant], there is still an … 
“. . . absolute, indisputable, line drawn in the Scripture that is unwavering, immutable, and 
complete. 
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Thus SOLA SCRIPTURA, teaches, “No one is a theological island unto themselves.” The Church 
fully recognizes God-given gifting to the church to enable the study, protection, and 
proclamation of that “line.” 
 

I hold in my hand the very word from God. It is unlike any other body of literature in the world, 
both past, present, and future.  
 

I do not dismiss the credibility of other bodies of literature, but I do not nor cannot assign any 
other body of literature the same source, weight [authority], and worth of this book. 
 

I do not wish to be at war with any other world religion or non-religious literature, but I cannot 
nor will I deny the source, authority, and worth of this book. 
 

FOR EXAMPLE – “A good thing becomes a bad thing when it replaces the best thing.” 
 

In Judaism, there are two tracks of authority. The first is the TORAH and the second is the 
TALMUD. The TORAH is received by Moses from God, but [in Judaism] fails to explain how 
one is to live in the minutia of life. The TALMUD was equally received by sages [by the wise] 
from God that explain how one is to live according to TORAH. Inside of the TALMUD, there is 
the oral law [Mishnah], the interpretation of the oral law [Gemara], and the sermonizing of the 
oral law [Midrash]. This oral law was written down between 200-400CE. For the Jew, binding 
authority and energy is spent studying the TALMUD alongside of the TORAH. And, in effect, 
cancels out TORAH. HOW? The TORAH is filtered through the TALMUD. No Jew knows the 
TORAH except through the TALMUD. This is part of the argument in Mark 7. 
 
Historic and Modern day Roman Catholicism will tell you the Bible as we know it is the inspired 
and received word from God. Their orthodoxy on this matter is absolute, but. It is the contrasting 
conjunction that will get them into trouble. They do not believe the individual is capable of 
reading and understanding the Bible, thus they created another authority running parallel to 
the Word of God through which the Bible was read, interpreted, and understood. This parallel 
and presiding authority was the church structure and teachings. 
 
“A good thing becomes a bad thing when it replaces the best thing.” 
 

 Luther’s initial intent was to reform the church, not to break from the church. When 
reform was impossible, then separation was inevitable.  

 
This is where the church titanic hit the Luther iceberg and Luther’s iceberg ripped the church 
titanic a significant gash. 
 

 The Priesthood Of The Believer 
 
One of the consequences of the Renaissance and the Reformation [as a subset of] was the 
priesthood of the believer. This means each individual apart from a mediating priest could 
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approach God. This does not mean the negation of Jesus and the Holy Spirit as our mediating 
advocate and intercessor. But it does mean we no longer needed the structure and hierarchy of 
the established church in approaching God. 
 
This idea, although right, also created an unfortunate bastard child which threw off all oversight 
and responsibility to history, the community, group, church, and government. The theological 
community we live in is a God-ordered structure. Those “tributaries” feed sola scriptura. But 
they must never replace sola scriptura. 
 
Luther’s initial intent was to reform the church, not to break from the church. When reform was 
impossible, then separation was inevitable. Today, as individuals, we feel little alliance to the 
church singular or the church plural. This individualizing and independence from others and 
the whole is not God’s way. We have people who profess Jesus, but do not come to church and 
then as a church we do not associate or align with other churches. This is unfortunate and has 
an unintended consequence. Luther’s path was forced on him. He never intended to become an 
island unto himself.  
 
That is why we must know, study, protect, and preach “the line.”  
 
Again, this does not mean the structure and hierarchy of the Christian community wasn’t 
necessary for the Christian life, but the church local wasn’t necessary in mediating between God 
and the individual. 
 
APPLICATION: [BUZZING HORNETS] 
 
In 1517, Martin Luther kicked the hornet’s nest. From 1517 to 1521, Martin Luther was dealing 
with the aftermath of the swarming hornets. He was getting stung. This all came to a head in 
1521 at the Diet of Worms. It is here, we have one of his most famous statements. 
 
At the Meeting, both political, academic, and religious powers combined to oppose Martin 
Luther and declares him a heretic. 
 

 Kicking The Hornet’s Nest 
 
“Since your majesty and your lordships desire a simple reply, I will answer without horns and 
without teeth. Unless I am convicted by scripture and plain reason--I do not accept the authority 
of popes and councils for they have contradicted each other--my conscience is captive to the 
Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right 
nor safe. Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise, God help me. Amen” 
 
Luther isn’t rejecting the outside authority. He is, however, refusing to assign them the same 
source, weight, and value as the Scripture. 
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Perhaps the most notable words spoken in the Reformation, this according to early printed 
reports, was Luther's reply at Worms when urged to recant. He uttered the memorable lines in 
German on this day, April 18, 1521, and then, upon request, repeated their gist in Latin for those 
who did not understand his native tongue. He was sweating, said witnesses. With a victory 
gesture he slipped out of the room.”4 
 

 Yet, was Luther alone?  
 

 John Wycliffe 
 
Luther, like all individuals, stand in a stream of flowing thought. There are two notable 
predecessors; John Wycliffe and John Hus. And significant, contemporaries. 
 
In the years before his death in 1384 he increasingly argued for Scriptures as the authoritative 
center of Christianity, that the claims of the papacy were unhistorical, that monasticism was 
irredeemably corrupt, and that the moral unworthiness of priests invalidated their office and 
sacraments. 
 
In keeping with Wycliffe's belief that scripture was the only authoritative reliable guide to the 
truth about God, he became involved in efforts to translate the Bible into English.  
 
The Council of Constance declared Wycliffe a heretic on 4 May 1415, and banned his writings, 
effectively both excommunicating him retroactively and making him an early forerunner of 
Protestantism. The Council decreed that Wycliffe's works should be burned and his bodily 
remains removed from consecrated ground. This order, confirmed by Pope Martin V, was 
carried out in 1428. Wycliffe's corpse was exhumed and burned and the ashes cast into the River 
Swift, which flows through Lutterworth. 
 

 John Hus 
 
When Hus’s hotheaded friend Jerome of Prague returned from Oxford University, he brought 
many of Wycliffe’s writings. They struck a chord with Hus and he hand copied many of these 
writings for his personal study. He agreed with Wycliffe that all people should be able to read 
the Bible in their own language. At that time, the Roman church threatened to execute anyone 
found reading the Bible in anything but Latin. 
 
On October 14, 1414 he began his journey to [the council of] Constance joined by 30 riders. A 
total of 30 charges were leveled against him, mostly false, including the charge that he’d referred 
to himself as the fourth person of the godhead. Repeatedly asked to recant, he refused unless 
convinced by scripture of his errors. His priests’ vestments were put on him, then ripped off and 
destroyed, as the priests declared that they were committing his soul to the devil. He was given 
a paper hat with pictures of the devil to wear, with the inscription (the chief proponent of a 
heresy or heretical movement). On July 6, 1415, Hus’s hands were tied behind his back with 
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ropes and a chain was placed around his neck. Wood and straw were placed all around him. 
Wycliffe’s writings were used as kindling for the fire. Before the fire was lit, Count Palatine 
gave him one last chance to recant. He responded, “God is my witness that the evidence against 
me is false. I have never thought nor preached except with the one intention of winning men, if 
possible, from their sins. Today I will gladly die.” As the flames began, he sang in Latin, “Christ, 
thou Son of the living God, have mercy upon me.” His ashes were scattered in the Rhine river. 
 
The last words of John Hus were that, “in 100 years, God will raise up a man whose calls for 
reform cannot be suppressed.” It was almost exactly 100 years later, in 1517, when Martin 
Luther nailed his 95 Theses of Contention onto the church door at Wittenberg.  
 

 See further William Tyndale. 
 

Church history is marked by those valiant individuals who stood resolute in their holding of the 
line. The men and women of the Reformation.  
 
See further https://romanroadsmedia.com/2015/10/5-women-of-reformation/  
 
That line forms an impenetrable barrier that stands unyielding against the onslaught of the 
enemy. You and I can make it say whatever we want it to, but God’s Word is unchanging.  
 

 [A Picture Of A Rock In A Flowing Stream]  
 
Current culture either bends the Bible to support its variant view or simply dismisses it outright 
to form its own narrative. But the Bible will not be changed. 
THERE IS A ‘LINE’ 
 

 Application 
 
I’m not really worried about the Roman Catholic Church. What I am worried about is when my 
enemy becomes my friend and nothing has changed in my enemy. Just because we might have 
a common enemy does not mean we are now friends. 
 
Every point in history is complicated. In hindsight, the present is always worse than the past 
simply because we forget. I consider the season we have lived through and are in and I think of 
all the pressure points of our situation and it makes my head spin. 
 

Hanging on for dear life! [Science, education, politics, medicine, religions, celebrity-ism, 

social and news outlets.] 
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• THESE two “arenas” are not incompatible, neither are they in competition. When you 
make the structure the authority over which the Scripture has no place or voice, you have 
made an idol out of the object and an enemy of the cross. 

• If we do not see the interplay between the Word of God and the context in which we live, 
we will become a dead language [a list of dead; non-spoken language known by a few 
experts] that no one knows but the priests, is completely irrelevant, and will soon be 
forgotten.  

 
• In linguistics, a dead language is (usually) defined as a language that some people 

still use, even if there are no native speakers left. Latin is probably the most widely 
known dead language.  An extinct language, on the other hand, is worse than a dead 
one. It’s a language no one bothers to study at all.5  

 
But our voice isn’t addressing every issue that surfaces in our current culture. Our voice is to 
preach and teach YOU CAN’T, BUT GOD CAN, AND JESUS DID. The only way you can go 
from where you are to where you need to be is BY GRACE ALONE THROUGH FAITH ALONE 
IN CHRIST ALONE and only the BIBLE ALONE teaches and preaches such a thing. 
 
WE MUST know, study, protect, and preach SOLA SCRIPTURA for the sake of our justification 
by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone for the glory of God alone. 
 
2 Timothy 2:9 “The word of God cannot be chained.” 
You and I might fail, this church local might fail, but the word of God shall never fail. 
 

1 https://lithub.com/as-of-today-the-last-physical-object-used-as-a-standard-of-measurement-is-no-more/  
2 https://www.quora.com/How-far-out-to-sea-does-freshwater-flow-from-a-rivers-mouth  
3 https://www.historyhit.com/most-important-renaissance-figures/   
4 https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1501-1600/martin-luthers-most-noble-words-
11629925.html  
5 https://www.globallanguageservices.co.uk/difference-extinct-language-dead-language/  

                                                           


