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Continued on the other side 

ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR  

We are to PRAISE GOD because HE IS GOOD and HE IS GREAT. 
 

“Whatever the LORD Pleases, He Does” 

Psalm 135 
 

This Psalm calls us to PRAISE YHWH. Two reasons are given. First, God is good and second, God is great. 

Let us consider this Psalm and why we need to build our house on the rock. 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 
 

“This Psalm has no title. It is mainly made up of selections from other Scriptures. It has been called a 

mosaic, and compared to a [mosaic] pavement.”1 

 

THE STRUCTURE: 
 

I. The Call to PRAISE God ([Prologue] vv. 1-3) 

 

Four times in the first three verses we are invited to praise Him and once to sing praises to Him. To praise 

Him is to extol Him because of His person and His work. The causes for this outburst are found in verses 

4-18. 

 

The parallel idea is found in verses 19-21. Were the Psalmist concludes with PRAISE THE LORD. It is in 

praising God that we are blessing God. Four times in three verses the Psalmist uses BARAK, “To bless.” 

 

II. The Causes for PRAISING God (vv. 4-18) 

 

Why should we praise Him? Two qualities are noted.  

 

A. For the LORD is good; (v. 3) 

 

How is He good? Two things are noted. 

 

1. For His name is pleasant | beautiful (v. 3) 

2. For He has chosen Jacob for Himself (v. 4) 

 

B. For the LORD is great (vv. 5-18) 

 

How is He great? Four things are noted. 

 

1. He directs Creation (vv. 5-7) 



 

 

 

a. He makes [ESV] | He causes [NASB] 

b. He makes [ESV] | He makes [NASB] 

c. He brings forth [ESV] | He brings forth [NASB] 

 

2. He destroys Nations (vv. 8-11) 

 

Two events are cited. 

 

a. The Exodus from Egypt 

b. The Conquering of the Promised Land 

 

3. He delivers His people (vv. 13, 14) 

 

Throughout this Psalm there is various forms of parallelism. Here, we see Synthetic Parallelism - the 

second line (or following lines) adds to the first. 

 

4. He deflates false gods (vv. 15-18) 

 

Notice how this Psalm ends. 

 

III. The Call to BLESS God ([Epilogue] vv. 19-21) 

 

It is in the PRAISING OF GOD that He is BLESSED. We bless God by acknowledging who He is, what He 

has done, and our trust in Him. At the end of our days, when everything appears to have fallen apart as 

we encounter the winds of adversity, it is as we sit on that rock that we will find our rest, our hope, and 

our happiness. Friends, YHWH IS GOOD and we know that YHWH IS GREAT and that He is too wise to 

make a mistake and too loving to be unkind. 

 

THE EMPHASIS: 

 

It is only as we see Him as a GOOD GOD and a GREAT GOD that we will trust Him to be too wise to make 

a mistake and too loving to be unkind. 

 

APPLICATION (US/NOW):  
 

I do not know what you are experiencing or going through, I only know that your only rest, hope, and 

happiness is found in God. Will you trust Him to do for you what you cannot do for yourself? Will you 

believe that although you do not know why, He is too wise to make a mistake and too loving to be 

unkind? 

 

His people must trust Him even when they do not understand Him.  

1 https://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php?com=spur&b=19&c=135  

                                                           


