
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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The attraction of the Psalter is its struggle. It owns life’s brokenness. It also and equally places in the soil 

of this brokenness, the seed of faith. And from this seed in that soil, hope is born. It is because of this 

pattern and universal experience, people of faith are to praise YHWH, the God of Promise. 

 

Date:  August 22, 2021 

Title:  Praise YHWH, The God of Promise 

Text:  Psalm 150 

Theme:   In many ways, this Psalm assures us that what we know of God in our heads and 

believe on in our hearts always shows itself in what we do with our hands. 

 

Introduction:  

What does this passage have to do with me? Only the most isolated individual is unaware of 

what is happening in the country of Afghanistan. As Christians, we get wrapped up in the 

politics of the situation on a political, national or patriotic level. But there is something more 

happening that is related to our faith in Christ alone.  

 

What It Means To Follow Christ In Afghanistan: 
Afghan Christians cannot worship openly. They must worship in homes or other small venues, 
and evangelism is forbidden. Christians and seekers are highly secretive about their faith or 
interest in Christianity, especially following a surge of arrests in the past decade. Beatings, 
torture and kidnappings are routine for Christians in Afghanistan. Although waves of 
Christians have moved to neighboring countries to worship openly, Afghan house churches 
continue to grow. A small number of Christians are martyred every year in Afghanistan, but 
their deaths generally occur without public knowledge. A few are also in prison, but 
imprisonment is not common. Christian converts from Islam are often killed by family members 
or other radicalized Muslims before any legal proceedings can begin.1 
 

The appeal of this Psalm is no less true for the Hebrew remnant, the American Christian, and 

the Afghan believer. 

 

“Without doubt the final hymn of the Psalter can be described as the climax, or grand finale, of 

the Israelite faith’s most known hymnbook. In this psalm, sound and action are blended into a 

picture of ecstatic joy. The whole universe is called upon to magnifyYHWH, the God of Israel.”2 

 

“Careful reflection on the faith experiences described in the Psalter results in a diverse 
kaleidoscope of vastly different portrayals – at once so real, and yet sometimes so deterring. 
There are cries and tears of lament, anger and vengeance; prayers for relief; trust that creates 
hope; the exuberant joy of praise and thanksgiving; wise reflection and many more – all 
portrayals of faith experiences built around the acting and felt absence or presence of the 
Israelite God, Yahweh. 
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Chaos, pain and destruction often threaten to dampen the existence and meaning of life. Praise 
and joy appear less often in the first part of the book. In Psalms 90-150 (Books IV-V) hymnic 
forms, hymns and hymnal pieces increase (Spieckermann 2003:142). Ultimately, these songs of 
praise cannot be suppressed and the different hymn collections (Pss 113-118; 135-136) culminate 
in the final Hallel (Pss 146-150) – the crescendo or fortissimo of the most famous Israelite 
hymnbook. Psalm 150 appears to be the grand finale of this crescendo. Its content and atmosphere 
portray a language of pure praise. Is this text a denial of the previously described pain, doubt, 
anger, disbelief, or experiences of hopelessness? Does the psalm offer a realistic faith 
experience for individuals and faith communities? Or is the ritual act of praise a blind tool to 
manipulate the divine power towards outcomes of deliverance, healing, upliftment of distress, 
bringing about hope, or other positive incentives?”3 
 

The attraction of the Psalter is its struggle. It owns life’s brokenness. It also and equally places 

in the soil of this brokenness, the seed of faith. And from this seed in that soil, hope is born. It is 

because of this pattern and universal experience, people of faith are to praise YHWH, the God 

of Promise. 

 

In many ways, this Psalm assures us that what we know of God in our heads and believe on in 

our hearts always shows itself in what we do with our hands. 

 

Historical Context: 

 

“Both Psalm 1 and 150 are ‘corner’ psalms (Eckpsalmen); the one to introduce and the other to 

conclude the Psalter. In Psalm 1 the individual is addressed and the importance of the Torah is 

emphasized for the joyful and happy life in the community of Yahweh believers. Psalm 150 is a 

universal call on all that breathes to praise the same God vigorously.”4 

 

Literary Context: 

 

Like Psalms 146, 147, 148, and 149, Psalm 150 begins and ends in Hebrew with the word 

Hallelujah.5 Further, Guzik notes that each of the five books of Psalms ends with a doxology, 

[The last Psalm in each section {41, 72, 89, 106} end with “Blessed be YHWH.”] with Psalm 150 

representing the conclusion of the fifth book as well as the conclusion of the entire work.6 Henry 

notes that this final psalm parallels the first psalm in that they have the same number of verses.7 

 

“Psalm 150 is the fifth and final psalm of the final Hallel. This doxology is not only bound by the 

inclusion framework - the Hallelujah calls in all five psalms - but on a redactional level as well 

the psalm as a whole forms the final or fifth doxology at the end of Book V (see Pss 41:14; 72:18-

20; 89:53; 106:48; 150). This final collection’s summonses to praise Yahweh are therefore not only 

molded into a five-part Torah character, but it conceptualizes a Hermeneutics of Praise for the 

Book of Psalms as a whole.”8 
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“Together with the four psalms of the final Hallel (Pss 146-150) it builds the doxological climax 

of the Psalm book. A close reading of the text reveals that the tenfold imperative summons for 

praise (vv. 1b-6), together with the imperative Hallelujah framework (vv. 1a, 6b), only reflect a 

constituent part of the usual Old Testament hymn.”9 

 

Hallelujah - The root appears thirteen times in Psalm 150 in the imperative mood.10 

 

Biblical Context: 

 

The vocabulary and posture of this Psalm can be noted throughout the Hebrew Scripture and 

the Wisdom Literature. As we will see, the New Testament carries forward the idea of a 

universal proclamation for all of creation to praise the Lord. Let us consider this idea in our 

current passage. 

 

Structure: 

 

The 2 identical phrases form solid bookends for the psalm.  (Another name for this ‘bookending’ 

technique is ‘inclusion’, or ‘inclusio’.11 

 

I. Where we Praise Him (v. 1B) 

 

 Praise God in his sanctuary; 

    praise him in his mighty heavens!  

 

When Solomon stood before the altar he exclaimed,  

 
 1 Kings 8:27  

But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain You, how 

much less this house which I have built!  

 

 Acts 7:49 

Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. What kind of house will you build for Me, says the 

Lord, or where will My place of repose be?  

 

 Acts 17:24 

The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in 

temples made by human hands. 

 

 2 Chronicles 2:6 

But who is able to build a house for Him, since the heavens, even the highest heavens, cannot contain 

Him? Who then am I, that I should build a house for Him, except as a place to burn sacrifices before Him? 
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The building of the Temple and God’s inability to be contained by such a structure. “In ancient 

times the earthly temple was understood to be a symbolic universe, a meeting place between 

heaven and earth.”12 

 

The Psalmist presupposes God’s dwelling place in the Temple placed in Jerusalem and yet, he 

expands the vastness of space occupied by God. This entire world, all of creation is His sanctuary 

and, in this sanctuary, God is to be praised! 

 

When Moses stood before the bush that burned, God told him to remove his sandals for the 

ground he stood on was “holy.” It is “sanctuary.” 

 

II. Why we Praise Him (v. 2) 

 

 2 Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
    praise him according to his excellent greatness! 

 

The psalmist offers us two reasons as to why we praise Him. The first stanza celebrates God’s 

actions and the second marks His attributes. 

 

If we step back just a little and look at Psalm 145, we see the use of this word. 

 
 Ps 145:4 One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts. 

 Ps 145:11 They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power; 

 Ps 145:12 To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. 

 

1. God created the heavens and the earth 

2. God chose the Fathers of Israel 

3. God brought Israel out of Egypt 

4. God led his people through the wilderness 

5. God revealed Himself at Sinai 

6. God granted Israel the Land of Canaan 

7. God raised up kings in Israel 

8. God chose Jerusalem 

9. God sent His prophets13 

 

“Hebrew, the multitude of his greatness. Let the praise in elevation correspond with this; let it 

be such as shall properly express this; let all be employed that will contribute to make this 

known, or that will be appropriate to this. Hence, the psalmist proceeds to call on all to make 

use of everything, by instrument and voice, that would in any manner set forth the praise of 

God.”14 
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III. How we are to Praise Him (vv. 3-5) 

 

Verses 3-5 catalogue the largest list of musical instruments in the whole of the Psalter. Naming 

nine types of musical instruments. For this reason, it is also called "the musicians' psalm". 

 
3 Praise him with trumpet sound; 

 
praise him with lute and harp! 

 
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; 

 
praise him with strings and pipe! 

 
5 Praise him with sounding cymbals; 
 
praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
 
 “Psalm 150 names nine types of musical instruments to be used in praise of God.[7] While the 

exact translation of some of these instruments is unknown, the Jewish commentators have 

identified the shofar, lyre, harp, drum, organ, flute, cymbal, and trumpet.[8] Saint Augustine 

observes that all human faculties are used in producing music from these instruments: "The 

breath is employed in blowing the trumpet; the fingers are used in striking the strings of the 

psaltery and the harp; the whole hand is exerted in beating the timbrel; the feet move in the 

dance".15 
 

“Verses 3-5 detail the method by which the worshipers are to offer praise to God. Music and 

dancing were an integral part of worship in the ancient Near East. In Exodus 15, for example, 

after the Israelites safely crossed the Red Sea, Miriam ‘took a tambourine in her hand’ and all 

the women followed, ‘with tambourines and with dancing.’ In 2 Samuel 6:14, we read that when 

the ark of the covenant was being brought into Jerusalem, ‘David danced before the Lord with 

all his might.’ According to 1 Chronicles 25:4-6, David appointed temple musicians like the sons 

and daughters of Heman, who were ‘under the direction of their father for the music in the 

house of the Lord with cymbals, harps, and lyres for the service of the house of God.’”16 

 

Whatever is at your disposal, use it to praise YHWH!  

 

IV. Who is to Praise Him (v. 6A) 

 

 6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 
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There is always an inclusive nature of God’s redemptive purpose. From the beginning of 

creation, humanity was to give God praise. In the worship of God, there is neither male nor 

female, bond nor free, Jew nor Gentile. All are to praise Him. 

 

There is no limit, no restraint, no boundary, no height, nor depth, nor breadth, or width that 

falls outside of this call. Friends, one day every single created thing is going to bow before the 

one who alone is worthy and declare that Jesus is the Lord of lords and the King of kings and 

all of it will be to the glory of God the Father through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Application: 

 

“The praise of Psalm 150 therefore cannot (and does not) obliterate pain, doubt, thoughts of 

vengeance, misfortune and failure. In other words, this praise is no cancellation of Psalms 2-149. 

This praise carries the scars of life.”17 

 

READ - Notice Philippians 2:1-13. 

READ - Notice Revelation 4 and 5. 

 

The Apostle Paul after reviewing Israel’s history and how we are to work as a community 

concludes in 1 Cor. 10:31 

 
 31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32 Give no offense to Jews or 

to Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own 
advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved. 

 

From top to tail; from Genesis through Revelation (15:3, 4), God as Triune is to be Praised. Who 

He is and what He has done shall one day be affirmed by all of the created order. 

 

I have only one concluding point and that is this. Let us weigh what we do and whether we eat 

or drink or whatsoever we do, let us do it to the glory of God. 
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