
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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The attraction of the Psalter is its struggle. It owns life’s brokenness.  

It also and equally places in the soil of this brokenness, the seed of faith.  

And from this seed in that soil, hope is born. It is because of this pattern and universal 

experience, people of faith are to praise YHWH, the God of Promise. 

 

Date:  August 15, 2021 

Title:  Drawing Near to God - THREE VERSES, TWO PICTURES, ONE POINT1 

Text:  Psalm 133 

Theme: Drawing Near to God as a Community in the Spirit of Unity 

 

Introduction:  

 

Over the last several weeks, Pastor Giles has taken us on an epic hike through the majestic 

mountain range of the Psalms. Each path and peak open up new outlooks of awe ending in rest. 

When Pastor Giles came to Waukesha Bible five years ago, he took me along on a journey of 

hiking and camping. Hiking has become for me a great discipline of exercise and rest. But hiking 

has two parts. You can either do it alone or you can do it with others. Solo hiking is fun, but 

accompanied hiking can be much better, especially if you like those you hike with. The pursuit 

of God is to be done as a community in the spirit of unity. The idea of singular pursuits is 

unnatural and abnormal. 

 

“[One year ago, this month {2020}, the largest sapphire cluster weighing in at ½ a ton was 
discovered, but only recently revealed.] The world's largest star sapphire cluster has been 
unearthed by accident in a backyard in Sri Lanka. Sri Lankan authorities say that the cluster was 
found by workmen digging a well in the backyard of a house in the gem-rich area of Ratnapura, 
reports BBC. The name Ratnapura, in fact, means city of gems, and it is known as Sri Lanka's 
gem capital. The sapphire cluster, which weighs around 510 kilograms or 2.5 million carats, was 
discovered in the house of a gem trader who does not want to reveal his full name of location 
for security reasons. He was identified only as Mr Gamage by BBC. "The person who was 
digging the well alerted us about some rare stones. Later we stumbled upon this huge 
specimen," he told the media outlet. Mr. Gamage alerted authorities to his find, but it took over 
one year to clean the cluster before they could analyze and certify it. During the cleaning process, 
a few stones fell out and were found to be high quality star sapphires, pale blue in color - but 
experts have warned that though the specimen has a high carat value at 2.5 million, all the stones 
inside the cluster may not be high-quality. "It is a special star sapphire specimen, probably the 
biggest in the world. Given the size and its value, we think it will interest private collectors or 
museums," an official of the National Gem and Jewelry Authority of Sri Lanka said, according 
to Ceylon Today.  
The rock has been named the "Serendipity Sapphire." Experts say it has an estimated value of 
up to $100 million in the international market.”2 
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The story is amazing, but it was no accident that they found a gem in the “city of gems.” Today, 
our study is in the “book of gems,” and we will find a gem. It is easy to forget what we are 
looking and handling when we open up the Word of God. Yet, this book is a “field filled with 
gems” and we will find one in this shortest of Psalms.  
 
Let us Pray 
 

Three times a year the entire nation of Israel was to gather in Jerusalem in celebration of various 

feast days marking their relationship with God. This would become even more pronounced after 

the kingdom split in 933BCE [Jeroboam made two golden calves in Dan and Bethel to keep the 

people from returning to the Temple (1 Kings 12:25-33)], the dispersion of the Northern Tribes 

in 722BCE, and the destruction of Jerusalem in 586BC.  

 

As they traveled to the city, this Psalm is one they would sing as they ascended the path leading 

to God. This path leads us to the place of God’s presence. It was also suggested that the 15 

ascension Psalms were recited on the 15 steps leading into the Temple proper. 

 

Remember, the pilgrim feasts came first in 1445BCE when the LAW existed. The Psalm was 

written after 1050BCE and was compiled into its present format after 586BCE. This Psalm, 

written by David, occurred in a time period from 1050-1010BCE. This means from Abraham in 

Genesis 12 until 1 Samuel 17 this Psalm did not exist. In addition, the Psalms were not 

“packaged” until much later. “The Book of Psalms is an anthology of pre-existent material, 

probably compiled [either immediately following the exile by individuals like Ezra or] by the 

2nd century BCE at the latest.”3 

 

This Psalm was not written specifically for the ascent to the annual pilgrim feasts. This Psalm, 

however, was appropriately assigned that application by pre-exilic Israel. And the Rabbis found 

it fitting to attach this clump of Psalms as a mnemonic device to assist the Nation in their journey 

toward God. This Psalm highlights a certain virtue the community of faith was to bring as they 

drew near to God. 

 

Thus, it wasn’t until after the exiles with a Nation thoroughly scattered, that this Psalm rose to 

prominence as a Psalm of ascent in one’s journey toward God during the three pilgrim feasts in 

Israel. 

 

What the Psalmist sings and prays for is the spirit of unity as they draw near to God. 

 

Even the feast days of Israel were to be used to unify the Nation around the single Story. 
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 Deuteronomy 16:16 "Three times in a year all your males shall appear before the LORD 

your God in the place which He chooses, at the Feast of Unleavened Bread and at the 

Feast of Weeks and at the Feast of Booths, and they shall not appear before the LORD 

empty-handed. [NASB] 

 

Three Pilgrim Feasts – Each one is a means of REMEMBERING 
Passover [Unleavened Bread] – Celebrates the Deliverance of God through 
the Exodus 

Early Spring 

Feast of Weeks [Pentecost] – Celebrating the Provision of God through Crop 
Harvest 

Later Spring 

Feast of Booths – Celebrates the Provision of God in the Wilderness  Fall 
 

This Psalm is part of a cluster of Psalms titled, “The Songs of Ascent [Psalms 120-134].”  

 

 “It is a common Hebraic idiom that you always went up to Jerusalem. Wherever you happened 

to be, even if you were five thousand feet higher than Jerusalem, you still went up to Jerusalem 

which was down five thousand feet, because it was the great city. You went up to Jerusalem. The 

people would go up to Jerusalem for the three great feasts: Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, and 

the Feast of Tabernacles. The pilgrims (the people from all over Israel) would sing these fifteen 

songs as they went up.”4 

 

In a real sense, the nation has been scattered for mission; now they are to gather for worship. 

 

Historical Context: 
 

According to 18th-century theologian John Gill, David may have composed this psalm after he 

was unanimously crowned as king by the united tribes of Israel, or after his son Absalom's revolt 

was put down and the tribes hurried to show their loyalty to David.  

 

Perhaps we felt was King David felt, when we were initially separated by the Pandemic and 

then regathered for the first time after a long absence. There was a spirit of unity in our drawing 

near to God as a community. 

 

If such is the case, David prays for a divided nation and rejoices in a unified gathering. This 

same prayer becomes part of the ascent Psalms sung as the nation journeyed to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the feast days. 

 

Biblical Context: 
 

There is no direct quoting of this Psalm in either the Hebrew Scripture or the New Testament. 

The idea of unity, peace, and togetherness, however, are found throughout both testaments. 
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Structure: 

 

I. The Opening Exclamation or Prayer - The Principle of Pursuing God as a Community in 

the spirit of Unity [His Thesis (v. 1)] 

 

 Behold, how good and pleasant it is 
    when brothers dwell in unity! 
 

The word good [tov] occurs repeatedly in the creation account of Genesis 1. We ask, “How was 
the meal?” and we respond with a shrug of the shoulders, “It was good.” As if to imply, I’ve 
tasted better. Or we might say in response, “It was good [with eyes wide open].” Tov is good 
with eyes wide open. In Hebrew, the idea of “good” carries power, design, and reverberation. 
Biblical good is powerful and impactful. It has response. 
 
Pleasant – delightful | sweet 

 Ps 16:11 Thou wilt shew me the path [a well-trodden road] of life: in thy presence is 
fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

 Ps 135:3 Praise the LORD; for the LORD is good: sing praises unto his name; for it is 
pleasant. 

 Ps 147:1 Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; 
and praise is comely [suitable | beautiful]. 

 
The word translated “unity” means “together.” The idea is living at peace with one another. 
 
“This statement refers to the extended family structure of ancient Israel, where brothers would 
often live in proximity to one another (Deut. 25:5), giving the family greater social prominence 
and security. However, in its later application in the nation of Israel it probably envisions unity 
within the covenant community.”5 
 
How many of us within our own families have tension and strife and drama? How unfortunate 
it is when within our family of families division is common and unity is absent. God desires for 
us to draw near to Him as a community in the spirit of unity. 
 
As a family of families, we have had those moments when the gathering is so special you pray 
Jesus would return because it simply cannot get any better than this. When this happens, it is 
powerful and impactful. It is a beautiful and suitable thing. This type of unity is felt. It is known.  
 
The Psalmist provides two pictures or examples through similes using “like” or “as” to describe 
this unity. 
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II. Two Striking Pictures – The Picture of this Unity (vv. 2, 3A) 

 

Both statements are ones of joy and celebration. Each uses synthetic or climatic parallelism. Each 

second line adds to and culminates in one final statement. 

 

A. First Simile – the Oil running down Aaron’s Beard (v. 2) 

 

 2 It is like the precious oil on the head, 
    running down on the beard, 
on the beard of Aaron, 
    running down on the collar of his robes! 

 
Perhaps our initial response is, “Yuck!” Yet, the imagery of anointing is tied to the offices of 
prophet, priest, and king. 
 

 Exodus 29:7 Then you shall take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him. 

 
The word “pour” occurs in Exodus 25:12 and 26:37 for casting or pouring the rings in the 
construction of the Temple. 
 
Why the imagery? God appointed a priesthood that would intervene for His people through 
mediation before God’s Holy Self. Kings who would guide the Nation in righteousness and 
Prophets who would reveal God’s Words to them. In each of these offices, there is joy and 
celebration.  It is through this mediation His people would find audience with Him. When the 
anointing ran down, His people were drawing near to God. This anointing was a beautiful thing. 
It was sweet. 
 
There is a second simile or picture explaining what this unity “felt” like. 
 

B. Second Simile – the Refreshing, Life Giving Waters from Mt. Hermon (v. 3A) 

 

 3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 
    which falls on the mountains of Zion! 

 
The English captures the word play with Aaron, Hermon, and Zion. 
 
Hermon refers to Mount Hermon, located north of Israel. Some suggest the Mt. of 
Transfiguration (Matt. 17:1) is Mt. Hermon. 
 
“His point is that the same kind of heavy dew that replenishes Hermon may also be seen on 
Zion’s hills.”6 That is the blessing of life and satiation. 
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“Deuteronomy 11:13-15 is part of a promise that God gave to the nation of Israel that if they 
would love Him (Deuteronomy 11:1) and keep His commandments (Deuteronomy 11:8) then 
He would bless them. The blessing is described in the entire chapter and verses 13-15 is a 
promise of enough rain to grow their crops and feed their animals. 
 
 [This rain gave great occasion of celebration and joy. This is the emotional response the picture 
invokes.] In Israel the early rains came in the autumn (October-November [Fall Feasts]) and the 
latter rain came in the spring (March-April [Spring Feasts]).”7 
 
The early and later rain always signified the blessing of God upon His people either historical 
or eschatological. The coming of the rains brought joy to the hearts of His people. Such rain was 
beautiful and sweet. Both similes speak of joy and celebration. When the people of God draw 
near to God as a community in the spirit of unity, it is a thing of beauty. 
 
Finally, we come to our last point. 
 
III. One Singular Pursuit | the Goal is God – The Purpose for this Unity [Reason (v. 3B)] 

 

All similes contain the phrase coming or running down, anticipating the blessing of God that 

runs down in the last verse.8 

 

The goal is God. Every time we gather as a community, we are looking to encounter God as a 

community. That encounter is enhanced when done in the spirit of unity. This is our pastoral 

passion as a staff and Elder team as we gather each week that somehow God would visit each 

of us as individuals and as a community of faith and that we together as brothers and sisters 

would be in pursuit of Him. 

 

 For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, 
    life forevermore. 

 

 The Blessing sits in parallel with “Life Evermore.” Thus, the gift God gives is God Himself. “In 

Him was life, and the life was the Light of men” (John 1:4). 

 

In Jerusalem sits the Temple. In the Temple, sits YHWH.  It is never the Temple proper where 

the blessing or eternal life lies. It is what the Temple speaks to. 

 

Everything is flowing toward the Temple. Everything is flowing toward Jesus. We are ascending 

toward God. We are traveling toward Him as a community in the spirit of unity.  Now, let us 

consider one last stop. 
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King Hezekiah pursued this unity while the nation was divided in 2 Chronicles 30. It is a very 

telling story. Some laughed at the invitation to return while others humbled themselves and 

returned. 
 

Ezekiel 37:16-28 speaks of a time when the Nation of Israel shall become one nation. 
 

IV. Now What? - The Person of Jesus Christ 
 

Jesus prayed a similar prayer (John 17:20-23). 
 

 John 17:20-23 
20  “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through 

their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that 

they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 The glory which 

You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in 

them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know 

that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.” 
 

Jesus is the answer to the Psalmist’s prayer. We draw closer to God in the person and work of 

Jesus and we do this as a community in the spirit of unity. 
 

Paul reiterates this same idea in Ephesians 3:2-7. Paul believes the outcome of the gospel is a 

unified body. What we have in fact, does show itself in act. The Jesus Seed does produce this 

Gospel fruit. 
 

 Ephesians 3:2-7 
2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in 

love, 3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one 

body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, 

one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in 

all. 7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift. 
 

In this passage, Paul shows us the face of this unity. Jesus achieved unity through His death, 

burial, resurrection, and ascension [DBRA]. This unity acts in humility, gentleness, patience, and 

tolerance. In Jesus we go from the ideal to the real. Jesus has caused us to be one in Him. The 

appropriation of this unity in real time shows itself through humility and gentleness. 

Philippians 2:1ff speaks of us putting others ahead of ourselves. And uses the cross as an 

example of this selfless digression. 
 

Rupertus Meldenius. The phrase occurs in a tract on Christian unity written (circa 1627) during 

the Thirty Years War (1618–1648), a bloody time in European history in which religious tensions 

played a significant role. 
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In Essentials Unity, In Non-Essentials Liberty, In All Things Charity 

 

6 Closing Thoughts - Application: 

 

“1) God’s People Are Called to Live in True Community. 
This is intrinsic to new birth. “Born-Again” Christians aren’t orphans – we are a part of a trans-
temporal and multinational community. [Gathering isn’t optional; gathering is essential] 
 
2) True Community is Good & Pleasant. 
[There is something extremely special about the Sunday Gathering that is uniquely hers. This is different 
than anything else a church or ministry might offer independent of the gathered family.]  
 
3) True Community Mediates God’s Presence & Creates a Transformed Life 
[As Christians, we are stronger together than apart. There is no Christianity where there is no church] 
 
4) True Community is the Cornerstone of God’s Eternal Plan 
Our Triune God, perfect community in himself, is drawing us (not as individuals, but as brothers 
and sisters) into his family for an eternity of joy.”9  
[To be human has certain intrinsic qualifiers and to be Christian also has certain absolute qualifiers] 
 
5) From this Psalm and its use in the life of the Nation, singing and reciting theologically rich 

songs, creeds and confessions as mnemonic devices are ways to remember the Story all of us 

exist in. That is why in that recipe there is necessity. Do this. You cannot have chocolate cookies 

without the chocolate chips! 

 

6. For us to see this unity in real time requires us to selflessly put the needs of others above our 

own. 

 

Drawing near to God is rather simple.  It begins by accepting the living Christ and then gathering 

for Church. Such simple things. As we willfully and actively draw near to God, let us do so as a 

community in the spirit of unity.  

1 https://s3.amazonaws.com/ihopkc.org-prod-site/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/05111041/Psalm133_BreakingAccusationwiththeOilofIntercession.pdf  
2 https://www.ndtv.com/offbeat/worlds-largest-star-sapphire-cluster-found-in-sri-lanka-2496890  
3 https://www.sots.ac.uk/wiki/psalms/  
4 https://www.biblicaljesus.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Audio.details/ID/461/Psalm-133.htm  
5 https://netbible.org/bible/Psalms+133  
6 https://netbible.org/bible/Psalms+133  
7 https://www.neverthirsty.org/bible-qa/qa-archives/question/what-is-the-latter-and-former-rain/  
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_133  
9 https://cruciformtheologyblog.com/2014/09/07/four-lessons-from-psalm-133/ Some primary points were 
taken from this resource with much editing and modification.  My personal comments are in italics.  

                                                           


