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“A Feast of Rich Food” 

Isaiah 25 

The Book of Isaiah 
 

 

Theme: A day is coming when the knowledge of God shall cover the earth as the waters cover 

the sea. The judgment of God brings about a new, just world order.    

 

Introduction: 

 First, notice how structurally we are reading Hebrew Poetry. Parallelism is at play. Thus, 

Isaiah will say the same thing from different angles. He will be using synonyms, figures 

of speech, and parallelism. 

 Second, the song is sung as a consequence of the judgment upon the nations and the 

world. When God’s righteous and wise judgment on unbelief and injustice takes place, 

His people shall praise His name. They shall celebrate. 

 Third, the song is sung in faith. The enemies of Israel still constitute a present threat. The 

ten northern tribes are about to be carried off and Assyria presses into Judah and 

Benjamin. Yet, even as this happens, God prepares a table for them in the presence of 

their enemies. And if you’re tracking, you are hearing the familiar language of Psalm 23.  

 

Outline: 

 

I. He begins with a Prayer of Present Praise [vv. 1-5] 

 
A. First, the chapter begins with a communal hymn of thanksgiving for God’s deliverance 

from tyrants.  
 

B. Second, the prophet claims that God’s plans, not those of political humans, will come to 
fruition. 

 
C. Third, notice the tenses of the words. The prophet’s present joy in future hope is based 

on past victories. 
 

D. Fourth, the term “tyrant” is repeated three times in three verses (3, 4, 5). In Isaiah 13:11 
and 49:25, Babylon was the tyrant. Here the lack of specific referents conveys the cycle of 
threat and deliverance recurring frequently in history, though the players may change.  

 
E. Finally, we must not overlook the profound theological teaching that if the Gentiles are 

to worship God, their own united power must first be destroyed. 
 
  



 

Our second paragraph gives us two further thoughts concerning the great and terrible day of the Lord.  

 
II. He ends with a Prophecy of Future Provision [vv. 6-12] 

 
A. The Prophecy of Future Provision for His People (vv. 6-9). God shall prepare a table 

for His people in the presence of His enemies. 
 

1. First, in sharp contrast with the deprivation and the destruction that marked the 
daily lives of the prophet’s audience, the banquet celebrating God’s victory is 
characterized by exuberant joy.  

 
2. Second, it is significant to see how God’s liberation extends to all people, as evident 

in the five-fold repetition of the word “all” in verses 6-8.  
 

3. Third, the newly restored age cannot be fully established until every threatening 
force is removed.  

 

 First, the removal of the death shroud (v. 7). 

 Second, the swallowing up of the enemy (v. 8). 
 

B. The Prophecy of Future Punishment of His Enemies [vv. 10-12]. God shall punish His 

enemies in the presence of His people. 

 

NOW WHAT? 

 
1. When things fall apart, when darkness is all around, amidst the hostility, fear, and 

cynicism that these days seem to be everywhere — at work, on the television, at home — 
it is good to remind one another that we believe in a God who is present in the chaos, a 
God who is fighting to deliver God’s children from whatever threatens their wellbeing.  
 

2. Moreover, the image of a banquet denoting a joyful celebration even when Israel found 
itself at the height of the conflict is a powerful reminder of what is important.  

 
3. Finally, the inclusive nature of this vision reminds us, especially when things are most 

distressing, how very important it is to look beyond ourselves and beyond our immediate 
circumstances to find ways to include others at the table (even those Moabites). 


