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“Sign of the Times” 

Isaiah 7:1-9:7 

The Book of Isaiah 

EMPHASIS: Wait on God and hope in Him alone – He will come through. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

This volume of Isaiah (Chapters 7-12) is referred to as “The Book of Immanuel.” These chapters 

should be read together as a unit to grasp the continuity of how YHWH will provide salvation 

for His people. The literary style within this volume shifts back-and-forth between historical 

narrative, prophetic proclamation, and poetic song.  

 

The structure is visible through the use of signs. God uses signs regularly throughout the biblical 

narrative, and specifically to point people to trust in Him alone. In our text, these signs paint a 

picture of judgment and hope; they prophesy of real events near and far; they speak of promises 

that God alone can and will fulfill.  

 

I. The Sign of Shear-jashub (7:1-9) 

II. The Sign of Immanuel (7:10-25) 

III. The Sign of Maher-shalal-hash-baz (8:1-10) 

IV. The Sign of Shadow Fulfillment (8:11-9:1) 

V. The Sign of Substance Fulfillment (9:2-7) 

 

Shepherding the Sheep 

It’s easy to forget that the book of Isaiah is written to and about real people just like us. They 

lived in communities made up of family, friends, and neighbors. They worked to make ends 

meet. They had relationships like us, with all the joys and sorrows that accompany them. They 

enjoyed working and resting. They wanted peace and safety. They wanted to watch their 

grandkids grow up and continue the family line. They enjoyed good food, hard work, authentic 

relationships, rest and relaxation, worship in community, and the list continues. 

 

And just like them, we need to be reminded that God can be completely trusted no matter the 

circumstances. We see the text of Scripture and know intellectually that waiting on God and 

hoping in him alone should be our response. However, a real tension exists between our intellect 

and our emotion.  

 

Can the God of the Scriptures be trusted when circumstances push us past our breaking point? 

Will God come through when the pressure is on, when the threat is real, when there appears to 

be no relief in sight? Can we wait on God when the waiting seems indefinite? Can we hope in 

God when all feels hopeless? 



 

 

Today’s text reassures us that God is completely trustworthy. Waiting on God and hoping in 

Him alone is the only response that will see us through. Our circumstances and our feelings may 

not change, but choosing to wait on and hope in God as the object of our faith is the consequence 

of the gospel.  

 


