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“Eat or Be Eaten” – The Gracious Invitation from God 

Isaiah 1:1-31 

The Book of Isaiah 

 

Theme:  In the midst of a horrific and scathing rebuke, God continues to invite the people to 

come to Him for their salvation. 

 

Introduction: 

 The Northern Tribes are under assault by the Assyrian Empire. The Empire now presses 

forward into the Southern Tribes of Judah and Benjamin. 

 As a consequence of rejecting God’s Word and despising His Law, King Uzziah lives with 

leprosy and the Nation will be carried off into Exile. 

 The world surrounding Isaiah is a populated and inhabited world. 

 Isaiah’s message is singular and tied tightly into a singular idea. 

 The Nation has failed to keep the conditions of the LAW [i.e. VASSAL TREATY], but God 

extends to them HOPE as He fulfills the SEED PROMISE / ROYAL GIFT COVENANT. 

 The Nation is called to trust in the Lord. 

 In fulfilling the ROYAL GIFT, JESUS will keep all of the conditions of the VASSAL 

TREATY and thus become the beneficiary of all of its blessings. 

 

Outline: 

 

Before we follow the structure of this passage, we need to put the gravity of their rejection in its 

proper context. Thus, we begin with . . . 

 

I. The Covenant Name of God (vv. 2, 4, 9, 10, 11, 18, 20, 24, 28) 

 

The God in Isaiah is a relational God who keeps His word. 
 

A. His name is YHWH 

 

B. He is the LORD of HOSTS (vv. 9, 24) 

 

C. He is the HOLY ONE of Israel (v. 4) 

 

D. He is the MIGHTY ONE of Israel (v. 24)  

 

E. He is the One who speaks (v. 10). 

 



 

II. The Scathing Rebuke against Judah (vv. 1-15) 

 

A. Their Description (vv. 2-9) 

 
B. Their Deception (vv. 10-15) 

 
III. The Gracious Invitation from God (vv. 16-20) 

 
IV. The Final Word of Hope (vv. 21-31) 

 
Those who repent and believe YHWH shall be brought into His presence. This is the word of 
hope given to a Nation that is irrevocably lost. 
 

Now What?  

 

1. Thankfully, Jesus as the fulfillment of the SEED PROMISE keeps the conditions of the 

LAW and thus receives the blessings in our behalf. 

2. Although this is true, our hearts are just as wicked as were the hearts of the Nation. 

And unless God does for us what we cannot do, all hope would be lost. 

3. Finally, you will either believe in Jesus and “eat the good of the land,” or you will reject 

Jesus and be “eaten by the sword.” The choice is yours. 
 

 19 If you are willing and obedient, 

    you shall eat the good of the land; 
20 but if you refuse and rebel, 

    you shall be eaten by the sword; 

    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 


