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The “Sign” 

Isaiah 7 and 8 

Advent: God Making Good on His Promises 
 

Theme:  God, through a SIGN, assures His people that He is faithful to destroy His enemies and deliver 
His people. 
 

Structure: 
 

I. The Context (vv. 1, 2) 
 

A. The Historical Context 
 

1. The Kings (2 Kings 15ff; 2 Chron. 26ff) 
 

2. The Threat (Isa. 7:1) 
 

3. The Response – fear and faithlessness (v. 2) 
 

B. The Biblical Context [Theological] 
 

1. The Law as Vassal Treaty (Conditional; Exod. 19ff) 
2. The Seed Promise as Royal Gift Covenant (Unconditional; Gen. 3:15; 12:1-5) 

 

C. The Literary Context [Chaps. 7 and 8] 
 

II. The Communication [Literary Context; Structure] 
 

A. The Promise (vv. 3-25) 
 

1. YHWH speaks to Isaiah (vv. 3-9) 
2. YHWH speaks to Ahaz (vv. 10-25) 

 

a. A gracious invitation (v. 10, 11) 
b. An arrogant refusal (v. 12) 
c. An undeniable sign (vv. 13-25) 

  

1a. Therefore (vv. 14-17) THE SIGN and THE PROMISE (vv. 16, 17). 
2b. Their refusal to trust YHWH will result in the collapse of their homeland. 

 

In that day | swarms of enemy troops (vv. 18, 19) 
In that day | shamed through shaving (v. 20) 
In that day | the devastation of the population is sustainable through meager means (vv. 21, 22) 
In that day | an unkept land (vv. 23-25)  
 

B. The Fulfillment (8:1-22) 
 

1. The Son (vv. 3, 4) 

2. The Refusal (vv. 5-10) 

3. The Sign (vv. 11-22) 
 

The “sign” calls the Nation to respond in two ways.  



 

 

a. First, trust YHWH God. 

b. Second, trust His word and do not seek the experience. 
 

Isaiah 7:14 is perhaps one of the more popular “prophecies” concerning Jesus based on Matthew 1:22 

and 23. How do we get from Isaiah 7:14 and the prophetess to Matthew 1:22, 23, a virgin birth and JESUS?  
 

III. The Christ - JESUS (Isa. 7:14 and Matthew 1:22, 23) 
 

1. Hebrew – almah – a young woman of child-bearing age. 
2. The woman in 7:14 is the prophetess in 8:3. She is not a virgin. Before she has Maher-shalal-hash-baz, she 

had Shear-jashub. 
3. The LXX is the first translation of the Hebrew Bible in a language other than Hebrew.  
4. The Torah was translated in the 3rd century BCE. The “rest” of the Hebrew Bible was translated prior to 

“0”BCE. 
5. The translators of Isaiah 7:14 chose to use the word for “virgin” [Parthenos] long before there is a virgin 

birth and Jesus. This is the same Greek word used in Matthew 1:23. 
6. Although the HEBREW does not demand a virgin, provision is made for it to be a virgin. AND, it is the 

way the translators translated it. Why did the authors of the Septuagint use the word “virgin” in Isaiah 
7:14? 

 The Old (Testament) is in the New (Testament) revealed, the New is in the Old concealed. Saint 
Augustine  

 “The New Testament does not begin a conversation, but ends a conversation that was happening 
centuries before. Matthew isn’t doing something different with the “text” than the Jewish Rabbis were 
doing with their Sacred Scripture (1 Pt. 1:10-12). 

7. Matthew takes Israel’s history and shows how Jesus fulfills Israel’s history. Matthew isn’t saying Jesus 
fulfills just prophecy, but Jesus fulfills also pattern. 

8. Jesus repeats and completes Israel’s Pattern.  
9. Isaiah 7:14 isn’t a prophecy as we know prophecy, but a pattern. It is this pattern of JUDGES, KINGS, 

AND DELIVERERS that Jesus fulfills.  

 Isa 19:20 And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt: for they 
shall cry unto the LORD because of the oppressors, and he shall send them a savior, and a great one, and 
he shall deliver them. 

 Isa 25:9 ¶ And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save 

us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 Isa 33:22 For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us. 

 Isa 35:4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. 

 Isa 37:20 Now therefore, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that thou art the LORD, even thou only. 

 Isa 37:35 For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 

 Isa 38:20 The LORD was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments 
all the days of our life in the house of the LORD. 

10. What is the Pattern that Jesus is fulfilling? God will provide a sign that He is about to destroy His enemies 
and deliver His people. The virgin birth and Jesus are the sign that God is about to make good on this 
long-standing pattern.  

 This is further confirmed by the genealogy in Matthew leaving the nation in captivity (Matt. 1:17) and 
Luke 4:17, 18 where Jesus announces THE YEAR OF JUBILEE when all debt is cancelled and all loss 
returned. The Year of Jubilee is the 50 year cycle [7x7]. 

11. What is the Condition? The condition is the same with King Ahaz as it is for us, Trust Him. 
 

Application: 
This passage, like all passages, calls us to believe in Jesus as the destroyer of His enemies and the deliverer 
of His people. Do you believe this? Do you believe that He will save you from your sin?  


