
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings reflects the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an 

attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the 

congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: November 13, 2022 

Title: “Incline your ear, O LORD, and Hear” 

Text: Isaiah 37:14-20 [READ] 

Theme: God calls His people to trust Him when confronted by the threats and brokenness of 

this life. Praying to the God of Promise is a privilege His People have and should 

exercise. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Before we dissect this passage, I would like to speak a personal word on prayer and praying 

simply because praying is personal and relational. Prayer and praying isn’t something we 

should dissect, but rather do. There are some simple ground rules to prayer and praying, but 

for the most part, the best prayers are the ones prayed. Our look at prayer in this study is to 

consider prayer and praying as to what it looks like in its biblical context and story. This 

necessitates we consider the historical and literary context for our study. 

 

But the intent of this study is to call us to prayer and praying. Therefore, let us pray. 

 

Historical Context: 

 

 
 “These historical chapters are the bridge between the two great sections of the prophecy, 
binding thus into one the entire volume.” [Moorehead, Outline Studies in the Old Testament, p. 
224-225]1 
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“In these four chapters the political situation that has been developing throughout Isaiah’s 
ministry comes to an immense climax, reinforced by two searching tests of the king’s faith and 
integrity, which are to have far-reaching consequences.2 
 
 
Literary Context: 

 

“We now come to a historical interlude in which two events are described. They both involve 
Isaiah the prophet and Hezekiah, king of Judah.  The first event reveals a climax to the first 
section of the entire book (The Assyrian Period), while the second event includes a prophecy 
pertaining to the setting of the second section (The Babylonian Period). 
 

 
Biblical Context: 

 

1. The highest occurrence of TRUST [batach] in Isaiah is chapter 36:4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 15. And it 

comes from the pagan lips of the Rabashakeh from Assyria. 

 

God calls His people to trust Him when confronted by the threats and brokenness of this life. 
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Outline: 

 

“The Assyrian King, Sennacherib—speaking through his vizier (advisor), the Rabshakeh—is a 
classic, arrogant bad-guy. He lays down the trash talk, only to get cleaned up in the end.”3 
 
“Isaiah 36-38 characterize King Hezekiah as a contrast to the earlier depiction of King Ahaz in 
chapter 7. In his predicament King Ahaz did not want to look to Yahweh, the God of Israel. He 
did not want to rely on the word of Yahweh spoken through Isaiah. In contrast King Hezekiah 
did precisely that in his own twofold predicament of the Assyrian threat against Jerusalem and 
his own illness.”4 
 
Our passage is historical narrative. Narrative isn’t meant to be normative. Historical narrative 

tells us what happened. However, in the narrative there can be timeless principles that show 

themselves throughout the Bible. Those principles are what we will focus on in our passage. 

 

Our study for this section focuses on Hezekiah praying. 

 

I. THE SETTING ([A Day of Distress] 37:1-5, 17-19) 

 

One of our initial considerations when we pray is Hezekiah’s first response to included others 

in his grieve and distress simply because others were also impacted by the circumstances. There 

are occasions when we pray alone and we will see this in a moment when Hezekiah goes to the 

house of the LORD. But prayer isn’t something we do only and always by ourselves. Prayer is 

something we do in community.  

 

The occasion for prayer is often provoked by hardship and shock. Here, the Assyrians have 

invaded and besieged Jerusalem. In chapter 38, Hezekiah is sick unto death. The moment 

provokes deep and passionate prayer.  

 

The occasions for such passionate praying are many, 

 A loved one with cancer. 

 A broken arm. 

 A miscarried child. 

 The passing of a loved one. 

 A child that will not listen. 

 Children living overseas. 

 Unbridled stress and anxiety. 

 A consuming addiction. 

 The aging process. 

 An uncontrollable fear. 

 Failing health and an uncertain future. 

 Etc. 
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“In [Isaiah 37:3], threats from the King of Assyria came to the people of Judah and they were in 
such distress that it says the women were at the point of birth but had no strength to actually 
deliver their babies. The king’s threats literally scared the women to death!  Can you imagine?”5 
 

Such occasions provoke prayer and for many; it is a day of distress. It is in those moments when 

God responds with, DO NOT FEAR. 

 

II. THE INITIAL RESPONSE ([Do Not Fear] 37:6)  

 

Isaiah immediately sends back to the King, DO NOT FEAR. God always calls us NOT TO FEAR. 

 
And it is in the moments of greatest fear we hear the words of greatest assurance. 
 

 Isa 37:6 Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall say to your master, 'Thus says the LORD, 

"Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the servants of 

the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 

 

Listen to the words in the Book of Isaiah. 

 

 Isa 10:24 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD of hosts, "O My people who dwell in Zion, 

do not fear the Assyrian who strikes you with the rod and lifts up his staff against you, 

the way Egypt did. 

 Isa 44:8 'Do not tremble and do not be afraid; Have I not long since announced it to you 

and declared it? And you are My witnesses. Is there any God besides Me, Or is there any 

other Rock? I know of none.'" 

 Isa 40:9 Get yourself up on a high mountain, O Zion, bearer of good news, Lift up your 

voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; Lift it up, do not fear. Say to the cities 

of Judah, "Here is your God!" 

 Isa 41:10 'Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My 

righteous right hand.' 

 Isa 41:13 "For I am the LORD your God, who upholds your right hand, Who says to you, 

'Do not fear, I will help you.' 

 Isa 41:14 "Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel; I will help you," declares the 

LORD, "and your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel. 

 Isa 43:1 But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, 

O Israel, "Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine! 

 Isa 43:5 "Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, And 

gather you from the west. 

 Isa 44:2 Thus says the LORD who made you And formed you from the womb, who will 

help you, 'Do not fear, O Jacob My servant; And you Jeshurun whom I have chosen. 
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 Isa 51:7 "Listen to Me, you who know righteousness, A people in whose heart is My law; 

Do not fear the reproach of man, Nor be dismayed at their reviling’s. 

 
It has been noted multiple times by many students, the most repeated command throughout the 
Bible is, “DO NOT FEAR.” 
 
Every problem we face must pass through the lens of YHWH’S sovereign oversight. Nothing 
comes to us that does not pass through Him. Whether it is stage four cancer or an unbelieving 
spouse, a deviant child or a consuming addiction or uncontrollable fear. God’s assurance in 
every heartache and crippling threat is, ‘DO NOT FEAR.’  
 
In those initial moments, Hezekiah was assured that God will take care of him. Although 
Hezekiah hears reassuring words, there is still a threat. The Rabshakeh, like the serpent, seeks 
to cast doubt in his mind and heart. The serpent wants us to believe God is not different than all 
the other gods and that He will not take care of us. That He cannot be trusted. Notice what 
Hezekiah does next. 
 

III. THE PLACE OF PRAYER ([the House of the LORD] 37:14) 
 
Hezekiah went to the place where God was and poured himself out before the Lord (37:14). 
 

 14 Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it, and he went 
up to the house of the LORD and spread it out before the LORD. 

 
The word “house” occurs often in Isaiah. It can refer to a household, or a dynasty and family, 

and it can refer to the house of one’s god. Here, in our passage, it refers to the Temple in 

Jerusalem. The dwelling place of YHWH. 

 

Two things are true about prayer. First, God knows what we need before we ask and second, 

we can pray anywhere at any time. God’s omniscience and His omnipresence, however, are not 

“excuses” for not formalizing prayer or identifying this location as a place of prayer. 

 

The local gathering as a part of temple legacy is to be marked as a place of prayer where we go 

to encounter the living God and bring to Him our collective need and declare to Him our 

dependency. 

 

Knowing God is here and does hear empowers me to pour myself out in His presence at church. 

 

The fourth idea in our passage is the opening confession by Isaiah concerning God’s character 

and position. 
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IV. THE CHARACTER OF GOD [[O LORD of Hosts] (37:16, 17).  

 

 16 "O LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, who is enthroned above the cherubim, You are the 

God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. 

 

The reason why God calls us NOT TO FEAR is because of who He is.  

 

Although the statement in verse 16 is tightly packed,  

 Hezekiah speaks of God’s preeminence in heaven [LORD of hosts],  

 His covenant relationship to Israel [the God of Israel],  

 He is a God who keeps promise],  

 His transcendence [above the cherubim],  

 His singularity [you alone] and royal preeminence (of all the kingdoms of the earth), and  

 His creatorship (you made heaven and earth). 

 

The statement is theologically dense. The Rabshakeh’s problem was thinking Israel’s God was 

like all of the other gods in the surrounding nations. 

 
When Hezekiah begins to pray, he says. . . 
 

 17 "Incline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, and see; and listen to 

all the words of Sennacherib, who sent them to reproach the living God.  

 18 "Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have devastated all the countries and their lands, 

 19 and have cast their gods into the fire, for they were not gods but the work of men's 

hands, wood and stone. So they have destroyed them. 
 

The petition works from the premise that God does hear and see. Isaiah speaks of God being 
alive. Although we do not see Him nor hear him audibly, this does not mean He doesn’t see us 
or hear us. He contrasts the dead gods of the nations with the living God of Israel.  
 

This is the God we approach and petition when we pray. His petition is really simple. 

 

V. PRAYING FOR NEEDS ([Deliver us] 37:20) 
 

Hezekiah’s prayer was for deliverance from his immediate threat (v. 20a). 

 

 20 "Now, O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand that all the kingdoms of the earth 

may know that You alone, LORD, are God." 

 

“deliver us from this evil” (Matt. 6:13) 

“let this cup pass before me” (Matt. 26:39) 

“remove this thorn in my flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7) 
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God invites us to ask of Him what we want and/or need. There is nothing wrong with 

petitioning God. The difference between the Old Testament and the New Testament is the 

conditionality of the petition. They are in a conditional contract between the subject and the 

master. We are not in contract. We are in Christ. Therefore, our praying is markedly different 

than Old Covenant praying. I will not this in a moment. 

 

Finally, notice how his prayer ends.  

 

VI. SOLI DEO GLORIA ([that all kingdoms may know] 37:20)  

 

Ultimately, Hezekiah’s prayer was for the exaltation and glory of God (v. 20b) 

 

 Isa 2:11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be 

bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. 

 Isa 2:17 And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall 

be made low: and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. 

 Isa 5:16 But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall 

be sanctified in righteousness.  

 Isa 12:4 And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon his name, declare his 

doings among the people, make mention that his name is exalted.  

 Isa 33:5 The LORD is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he hath filled Zion with judgment 

and righteousness. 

 Isa 33:10 Now will I rise, saith the LORD; now will I be exalted; now will I lift up 

myself. 

 

The end of our prayer and praying is not us, but God. Our praying is theocentric. This does not 

negate human need. We will see this in chapter 38, but the ultimate end of all praying is for the 

world to know there is a God who is alive and is transcendent and preeminent.  

 

The New Testament repeats this same refrain over and over. Notice just three. 

 

 Joh 11:4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory 

of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. 

 1Co 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 

God. 

 Php 2:11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. 

 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism states it in this way. 

Q. What is the chief end of man? A. Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. 
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“It is so easy to get caught up in just giving God an itemized list of our prayer requests but we 
see that Hezekiah didn’t just make a plea for help.  His ultimate goal was that everyone would 
see the hand of God at work and that God would be glorified.  This needs to be the heart behind 
all of our prayers as well.”6 
 
At the end of our days, the Lord’s Model Prayer, speaks to this same truth, “Your Kingdom 
Come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
 
In Conclusion: 

 
God did answer Hezekiah’s request, but the answer isn’t always what you want to hear.  

 Joseph 

 Jesus 

 Paul 

 Every New Testament martyrs 

 The Apostle John 
 
We love stories of answered prayer, but not every prayer prayed gives us what we want. But 
every prayer prayed gives us what we need. 
 
How should we pray for healing under the New Covenant? 

 
The conditional prayer of Hezekiah finds basis in the condition of the VASSAL TREATY. He 
was pointing out his “A” (38:3) so that God would do His “B” (38:5). We are not under the 
conditions of the VASSAL TREATY or Old Covenant. Rather, we are under the conditions of the 
NEW COVENANT, thus there is no condition for us in prayer.  Our “In Christ” condition 
guarantees we have an unconditional and ever-present advocate who intercedes in our behalf 
NO MATTER WHAT. 
 

The Gospel – NOW WHAT? 

One of the questions we are confronted with is this, “Is New Testament praying dependent on 

my character and conduct? Or Is New Testament praying dependent on Jesus’ character and 

conduct?” The answer, thankfully is, “New Testament praying is dependent on Jesus’ character 

and conduct. 

 

Praying in the New Covenant has one condition, “Are you IN CHRIST?” If so, then five ideas 
are also true. 

1. You have an advocate before the Father (John 14:16; 16:26; 17:9, 15, 20; 1 John 2:1, 2),  
in whose merit you are received. 

2. You have the Spirit who intercedes for you (Rom. 8:26-28). 
3. You can draw near with confidence (Heb. 4:16). 
4. You can draw near with boldness (Heb. 10:19). 
5. You can draw near without fear (1 John 4:18). 
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Because the Son and Spirit are interceding in your behalf, you can rest knowing His answer will 
be gracious, righteous, and wise. 

The answer to your praying does not depend on you, but on Jesus. 

The problem with much prayer is praying untruth or not at all, but God shall always hear you. 

God’s most common answers are WAIT and NO.  Why no, because your ways are not His ways. 
 

God does answer your prayers as they align with His will. 
 

People who always claim to get “yeses” from God are “snake handlers” and “charlatan.” They 
are manipulating their audience. 
 

The pattern for our praying is Jesus in Matthew 6 and in the Garden of Gethsemane. Our pattern 
for prayer is the apostle Paul as he prays for deliverance from his thorn in the flesh. We pray 
with assurance that God hears us in Jesus and the Spirit brings our prayers in an acceptable 
manner before the Father. 

 
Now What? 

God calls His people to trust Him when confronted by the threats and brokenness of this life. 

Praying to the God of Promise is a privilege His People have and should exercise. 

You and I, in Christ, have an advocate and intercessor before the Father. Let us pray. 

 

 

 

1 https://gracebfcreading.org/study-notes-on-isaiah-36-39/  
2 https://gracebfcreading.org/study-notes-on-isaiah-36-39/  
3 https://www.shmoop.com/study-guides/bible/isaiah/sennacherib-rabshakeh  
4 https://jbtsonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/JBTS-4.1-Article-5.pdf  
5 https://womenlivingwell.org/2020/02/7-lessons-from-the-prayer-life-of-hezekiah/ 
6 https://womenlivingwell.org/2020/02/7-lessons-from-the-prayer-life-of-hezekiah/  

                                                           


