
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  November 6, 2022 

Title:  The Nightmare and the Dream 

Text:  Isaiah 34 and 35 

Theme: No matter where we are in the story, it will always end the same. 

 

Introduction: 

 
“As Americans we are proud of the fact that we get to choose our government leaders. [In fact, 
in just a few short days, we will elect either a republican or democrat or even a libertarian to a 
position of power]. We may not always like the choices presented to us on the ballot, but we get 
to vote. Additionally, as American consumers in a free market economy, we’ve come to expect 
a lot of choices when it comes to products and services. 
For example, which TV service do I use and then once it's hooked up, which channel will I 
watch? Do I want a regular coffee or a coffee drink? What should I wear to work? Which route 
do I take to get to work? Do I ‘like’ a friend's post on Facebook? [blah, blah, blah, blah] So one 
might wonder, just how many decisions do we make in a day?  
We make thousands of choices every day. Researchers at Cornell University estimate we make 

226.7 decisions each day on food alone. And as your level of responsibility increases, so does the 

multitude of choices you have to make. It’s estimated that the average adult makes about 35,000 

remotely conscious decisions each day. Each decision, of course, carries certain consequences 

with it that are both good and bad.”1 

 
Of the tens of thousands of choices, you make in an hour, day, week, month, and year, there is 
only once decision that overrides all decisions and that is whether you will choose God or choose 
self. 
 

 The choice began in the Garden with Adam and Eve. 

 Continued with Cain and Abel. 

 The daughters of men and the sons of God. 

 Those in the Ark and those outside the Ark. 

 You will either side with Moses who chose to suffer for what he held by faith or embrace 
the riches of Egypt. 

 You will either align with the Jews and leave Egypt with them or you will remain behind 
and perish. 

 Those who sided with Joshua and chose God or those who chose self. 

 Every Judge made a choice. 

 You will either choose with Ruth to follow Naomi or remain in Moab with Orpah. 

 Every king and every citizen made a choice. 

 When Jesus came, His audience made a choice. They would either accept Him as the 
fulfillment of the Seed Promise and the completion of the Blood Picture or they would 
fabricate a faith of their own doing. 

 With Peter, you will either obey God or obey the government, but you cannot obey both 
equally.  

 With Luke, you will either follow Paul or like Demas love this present world instead. 
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You see, the Bible only gives us two choices when it comes to this world. You will either choose 
Jesus and receive life or you will choose not to believe and receive death. The choice is yours. 
 

Our passage continues to summarize this all-pervasive theme found from Genesis to Revelation. 
 
LAST SUNDAY: 
One of our big takeaways from the Reformation is the refocusing of Worship. We learned this 
gathering is for the worship of God and not our felt needs or those of the unbelieving. Thus, our 
Sunday Study works to be objective rather than subjective. The question we ask is simple, “What 
does this passage tell us about God? Objectively, God will punish all unbelievers, thus they 
should fear. This passage also tells us God will rescue His people, thus they should rest. 
 
Emphasis (them/then): 

“One day (chapter 34), God will carry out His vengeance on the unbelieving nations and people. 

And, one day (chapter 35), Zion [the Garden] will be restored and the people of God will rejoice 

because God redeemed and ransomed them.”2   

 
Historical Context: 
 
Assyria has crushed the Ten Northern Tribes (@722BC) and presses into the two Southern Tribes 
[Judah and Benjamin]. King Hezekiah, initially, turns toward Egypt for assistance. Isaiah 
rebukes the king and retells the end of every story: the unbelieving shall be destroyed and the 
believing shall be with God. 
 
Literary Context [Six Literary Thoughts]: 

1. Final chapters in the 28-35 volume  

2. This volume, like the others, ends on a positive note/song. 

3. Chapters 34 and 35 are a picture of contrasts 

 
4.  “Chapter 34 and 35 serve as a summary of the first half of the book of Isaiah. These 

chapters sum up the previous chapters before the historical narrative of chapters 36, 37, 

38, and 39 begin.”3 

 
5. “Following Delitzsch, I take 34-35 as an integrated summary of 28-33 (or indeed of all of 

13-33), just as 24-27 summarize and integrate 13-23. Ch. 34 anticipates God's judgment on 
the nations, and 35 his restoration of the creation. The same pattern characterized ch. 24-
27, where 24 was judgment and 25-27 deliverance (and there, as here, the notion of 
singing is prominent).”4 

 
6. “These two chapters with their strong apocalyptic character introduce us to two great 

paths. The intensity of destruction characterizes the first in chapter 34. The beauty of 
God’s gracious redeeming work radiates in chapter 35. They both are almost wholly 
lifted from history and time and portray the great scenario of the future. The historical 
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names are more symbolic whether it be Edom representing the enemies of God’s people 
or the usage of the wilderness to paint the despairing scene around His godly ones. Only 
two paths. Not one and not three. The New Testament, whether in Matthew 25 or in 
Revelation 20-22, also portray the two final destinies of mankind. Though we would 
like to make more categories, or even tamper with them, we cannot. We dare not deceive 
ourselves.”5 

 
Biblical Context: 
 

 Chapter 34 [Revelation] 
“God’s word to all who oppose him: everlasting wrath is coming.”6 
  
v. 4  “roll up as a scroll” Rev. 6:14 
v. 10  “smoke go up for ever and ever” Re 14:11; 18:18; 19:3 
v. 11  “the raven shall dwell in it” Rev. 18:2 
 

 Chapter 35 [Gospels] 
vv. 1, 2 see Isa. 4:2; 27:6; 51:3; 55:12-13 for similar language 
v. 3  “feeble knees” Heb. 12:12 
v. 4  see Isa. 34:8 for contrast; vengeance on the nations vs. salvation for the redeemed 
v. 5  “blind eyes” Mt 9:27; 11:5; 12:22; 20:30; 21:14; Mr 7:32; Joh 9:6-7 
v. 6 “lame leap” Mt 9:32-33; 11:5; 12:22; 15:30; 21:14; Joh 5:8-9; 7:38-39; Ac 3:2; 8:7; 14:8; 

Matt. 11:3-5 Jesus is identified as the one who will open eyes, unstop deaf, etc.  

See also Isa. 29:18 for similar language 

v. 8  “the unclean shall not pass over it” Re 21:27 
v. 9  c.f. Isa. 34:11-15 

v. 10  See Isa. 25:8; Rev. 21:4 = more in mind here than just Zion 

 

It is of no coincidence chapter 34 quotes from Revelation and chapter 35 quotes from the 

Gospels. Chapter 34 is the nightmare and chapter 35 is the dream. 

 

Structural Context [Preaching Outline]: 
 

I. The Nightmare | The Wilderness | Judgment (34) 

 
“This section is marked by the fourfold repetition (in Hebrew) of ‘for ... the Lord has X.’ His four 

fearsome possessions are indignation (v. 2), a sword (vv. 5-6a,), a sacrifice (6b), and a day of 

vengeance (8). The first and last focus on his motive, and are universal in scope; the second and 

third focus on the means, and are described in terms of Edom. The imagery of this section is 

incredibly gruesome. The Lord is depicted as raging with uncontrolled anger, spreading dead 

bodies on the ground with abandon, flooding the earth with their gore, and thirsty for their 

blood. This is a picture of God that we would, in the flesh, rather not contemplate. But it is the 
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picture that God moved Isaiah to record, and that the Spirit has preserved, to remind us of how 

great God's wrath is against our sin.”7  

 

“Some of the language of chapter 34 may be offensive to the reader, but the point is that sin is 
as offensive to God.”8 
 

“We should draw two lessons from it. 

• The first is thanks to God for the salvation he has given us in Christ, as we realize the awful 

wrath to which we were subject. 

• The second is zeal in reaching out to the lost, once we appreciate the fate that awaits them.”9 

 
The Nightmare - Judgment on the Nations | The Book of Revelation 

 

Introduction: The Calling of the Nations (v. 1) 

 

“Isaiah chapter 34 opens with a summons to the nations, indeed to the whole earth and its 
inhabitants, to draw near and listen, apparently, to the decree of judgment announced therein.  
It is, in fact, against those very nations that the decree is issued.  The Lord's judgment on the 
nations is described as a slaughter (Π1Ό) and its victims as one given over to the ban.  [this 
idea is prevalent in the land conquest of Joshua, but only occurs three times in Isaiah]. 
 

 Isa 11:15 And the LORD will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt, and will wave 
his hand over the River with his scorching breath, and strike it into seven channels, and 
he will lead people across in sandals. 

 Isa 34:2 For the LORD is enraged against all the nations, and furious against all their host; 
he has devoted them to destruction, has given them over for slaughter. 

 Isa 37:11 Behold, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, 
devoting them to destruction. And shall you be delivered? 

 
The magnitude of the slaughter is cosmic: the mountains will flow with blood and the 
heavens decay like leaves falling from a tree.  In v. 5, however, the divine judgment is no longer 
directed against all the nations of the earth but focuses specifically on the land of Edom.    Here 
its depiction as a slaughter is expanded to that of a sacrifice (Π2*), the fat and blood of which 
sate the sword of the Lord and soak the soil of the land. While the reasons for the divine anger 
are never given, 34:8 offers some justification in its description of these events as YHWH's day 
of vengeance.”10 
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Outline: 

 

Four “the LORD” statements 

 

1. The LORD is enraged against all the Nations (vv. 2-4) 

 
The “why” of His indignation occurs in chapters 1-33! 

 
The movement is from “the host of heaven” (v. 4) to Edom. Once His sword drinks the blood of 
heaven’s host, He turns toward Edom. 
 
“In v. 4 the “host of the heaven” refers to the heavenly luminaries (stars and planets, see, among 
others, Deut 4:19; 17:3; 2 Kgs 17:16; 21:3, 5; 23:4-5; 2 Chr 33:3, 5) that populate the 
divine/heavenly assembly in mythological and prescientific Israelite thought (see Job 38:7; Isa 
14:13). As in 24:21, they are viewed here as opposing God and being defeated in battle.”11 
 

God wages war against Satan and the fallen angels. Once He defeats them, He turns His 

attention to earth’s inhabitants. 

 

2. The LORD has a sword; it is sated with blood (vv. 5-6a) 

 

The LORD’S Sword is sated [gorged] with Blood [From Nations to Edom] (vv. 5-7) Blood 

dominates. Sounds like Armageddon where blood splashes up to the bridle of the horse. 

 

“Edom is mentioned here as epitomizing the hostile nations that oppose God.”12 
 

3. The LORD has a sacrifice; a great slaughter (vv. 6b-7) 

 

“Now we move from the people (vv. 1-7) to the land (vv. 8-17). The judgment is depicted in two 

ways, each followed by a refrain emphasizing its eternal nature.”13 

 

Just a point of curiosity. The word “wild oxen” in the NASB is consistently translated “unicorn” 

in the KJV. Apparently, it is an obscure word used only once by Isaiah. It is much like describing 

the “beasts” inhabiting the land in verses 11-15 and in Isaiah 13:21.  

 

It is the same type of language found in Revelation 18:2. 

 

 2 And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She 

has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a 

prison of every unclean and hateful bird. 
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4. The LORD has a day of vengeance (vv. 8-15) 

 

The ‘land’ shall be devastated and uninhabited by humans. There is a day of vengeance when 

God’s promises shall come to pass and His character vindicated. 

 

Emphasis is placed on “everlasting.” 

 

 An everlasting burning (vv. 9, 10) 

 An eternal wilderness (vv. 11-17) 

 
This passage, and those like it, stress the eternal nature of this damnation with a ‘forever’ 
burning and desolation. 
 
The land is desolate and non-productive. It is occupied by “demons.” 
 
Conclusion: The Certainty of the Judgment (vv. 16-17) 

 
What God has ordered shall come to pass. One of the perplexing questions asked of the 
audience, “Is the wrath of God against the sinner just? Is it proportionate to the ‘crime?’” Fallen 
humanity looks at the scene and concludes it to be over the top or a little much, but is it? 
 
If we think the judgment is disproportionate to the sin, then we must also think the blessing is 
disproportionate to grace. 
 
We then read of the contrasting picture. These two pictures or outcomes happen simultaneously.  

 

II. The Dream | The Garden | Hope (35) 
 

Often when my wife and I hang out with our son’s youngest child, he’ll hear us talking and then 

say, “Hold it, wait, what did you just say?” When we read Isaiah 34 and then read 35:1, we 

should rightfully say, “Hold it, wait, what did you just say?” 
 

This chapter is the reversal of chapter 34. 
 

“Chapter  35  opens  in  an  apparent  reversal  of  the  situation  with  the  jubilant  declaration:  

"the  wilderness  and  the  dry  land  shall  exult,  the  desert shall rejoice and blossom."14 
 

Another resource noted the parallel thought found in Isaiah 35.15 
 

There is a complete reversal of the picture painted in chapter 34. 

 Notice the land (Cf. 34:9 w/ 35:1, 6b) 

 Notice the occupants (Cf. 34:13-15 w/ 35:7) 

 Notice the everlasting (Cf. 34:10, 17 w/ 35:6) 

 Notice the vengeance (Cf. 34:8 w/ 35:4) 
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When we compare Luke 4:18, 19 with Isaiah 61:1, 2, we see Jesus stops short and does not speak 
of His first coming as the “day of vengeance.” Why, because Jesus Himself makes a distinction 
between His first and second coming. 
 

Let us note three thoughts emphasized in contrast to chapter 34. 
 

A. The Restoring of the Land (vv. 1, 2, 6b, 7) 

 

 1 The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose.  2 It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and 
singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, 
they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God.  

 6b for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 7 And the 
parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the 
habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.  

 

The prophet speaks of the day when the earth is covered with the knowledge of his glory as the 

waters cover the sea. 

 

“God’s people once made their exodus through a desert (Exod. 15:22; Deut. 1:19), but their final 

homecoming is through glorious abundance exploding with joy.”16 

 

Isaiah employs fantastical language throughout his writings. Here, [v. 7] we read of “dragons.” 

The Hebrew word has certain elasticity, but it is still quite interesting.  It refers to something like 

“a marine or land monster, i.e. sea-serpent or jackal:--dragon, sea-monster, serpent, whale.” 

Whatever it is, it isn’t tame. 

 

 Isa 13:22 And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons 

in their pleasant palaces: and her time is near to come, and her days shall not be 

prolonged.  

 Isa 27:1 ¶ In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish 

leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the 

dragon that is in the sea.  

 Isa 34:13 And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses 

thereof: and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court for owls.  

 Isa 35:7 And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of 

water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.  

 Isa 43:20 The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons and the owls: because I give 

waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen.  
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 Isa 51:9 ¶ Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in the ancient 

days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the 

dragon? 

 

The biblical world is a very broad and curious world. A world beyond our imagination and 

creativity. Not all the Scripture speaks of is knowable, but all is true. 

 

Throughout Isaiah, the hope of God’s people is a return to the Garden. 

 

B. The Removal of the Enemy (vv. 3, 4, 8, 9a) 

 

 3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 4 Say to them that are of a 
fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God 
with a recompence; he will come and save you.  

 8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though 
fools, shall not err therein.  9 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up 
thereon, it shall not be found there;  

 

Whatever it is that causes fear is removed. Whatever it is that prohibits and blocks is removed. 

Whatever it is that threatens and intimidates is removed. The New Testament clearly speaks of 

the final enemies of sin, death, and the grave being conquered by Jesus. 

 

Be encouraged even as the battle rages all around you. God will come and clear the way before 

you. Listen to how King David sang this truth in Psalm 23:4, 5. 

 

 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are 

with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in 

the presence of my enemies; 

 

You and I need not fear and we can be strong because our God is coming and will recompence 

His enemies and save you. 

 

C. The Redemption of the People (vv. 5, 6, 9b, 10) 

 

 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then 
shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.  

 9b but the redeemed shall walk there: 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

John the Baptist is the one who prepares and points us to Jesus. 
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“This path portrays the most beautiful places in the world and brings their presence to barren 
lands. Salvation is like the great changes water can make in a desert land. Death becomes life. 
Barrenness becomes fertility. Despair becomes hope. Whereas judgment looms over the wicked, 
the righteous have a different kind of life and hope. They see a different world. One might say 
they live in a different world. The ones under judgment see an oppressive world, but the godly 
picture another world though they live in the same world for the moment as the wicked. The 
judged only see condemnation. The righteous know all wickedness must be destroyed 
altogether, but they know it is only a temporary stage as far as they are concerned. The 
knowledge of what they need to do is more deeply instilled in them now that the darkness 
surrounds them; the new day will soon dawn when all the barrenness of the darkness will 
become the beauty of the new age.”17 
 

“The prophet points to the promised future, inaugurated in the first coming of Jesus Christ (Luke 

4:16-21; 7:18-23) and fully consummated at his second coming (Rev. 21:4; 22:1-5).”18 

 

Gospel:  

 

“Although this passage would offer the original hearers a great deal of hope as they went into 

exile that is just a shadow of what was yet to come.  Garden imagery is present throughout, first 

by describing the result of the curse and then describing the restoration of all Creation.  This is 

the essence of the Seed Promise, a reversal of the curse, promised in the coming Messiah.  Verses 

35:5 and 6b point to “that day” when Jesus, the Seed Promised, ushers in this new era whereby 

creation is restored and the people of God are ransomed and redeemed (vv. 9, 10).   A result of 

that will be unpresented joy (v. 2, 6, and 10).”19 

 

Just as Jesus faithfully inaugurates the Lord’s Favor at His First Coming, so also shall Jesus 

faithfully culminate the Day of Vengeance at His Second Coming. 

 

NOW WHAT? [Where do we go from here?] 

 

“For the unbeliever, God has devoted them to destruction (chapter 34) and He is to be feared.  

Therefore, turn to God and become a believer.”20 

 

“For the believer, hope in God.  In the days leading up to exile, the Israelites are described as 

having weak hands, feeble knees, anxious hearts, blind eyes, deaf ears, lame limbs, and a mute 

tongue.   They had lost all hope.  There are times in life when we feel these same defeated 

emotions.  When we look at the world around us and the pressures of life are causing us to fear, 

trust God.   God assures us that there is a day for his people when all will again be made right 

and we will find everlasting joy and gladness (even if we are fools v. 8).  God does all that is 

necessary through Christ (v. 5, 6a) who redeems (v. 9) and ransoms (v. 10) His people.  It is this 

God we place our hope in.  And it is this God who causes us to sing for joy.”21  
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The Bible confronts us with choice. Did you ever wonder how Lot ended up in Sodom? 

Listen carefully to Genesis 13:5-13. 

 

 Genesis 13:5-13 
5 Now Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. 6 And the land 

could not sustain them while dwelling together, for their possessions were so great that 

they were not able to remain together. 7 And there was strife between the herdsmen of 

Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock. Now the Canaanite and the 

Perizzite were dwelling then in the land. 8 So Abram said to Lot, "Please let there be no 

strife between you and me, nor between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are 

brothers. 9 "Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me; if to the left, then 

I will go to the right; or if to the right, then I will go to the left." 10 Lot lifted up his eyes 

and saw all the valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere--this was before 

the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah--like the garden of the LORD, like the land 

of Egypt as you go to Zoar. 11 So Lot chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan, and Lot 

journeyed eastward. Thus they separated from each other. 12 Abram settled in the land of 

Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of the valley, and moved his tents as far as Sodom. 
13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and sinners against the LORD.  

 

Lot had a choice and he chose poorly. You have a choice and how will you choose? Perhaps, one 

of the most popular passages in the Bible is Joshua 24:15. 

 

 Joshua 24:14, 15 
14 Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the 

gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 

"If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom 

you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, 

or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, 

we will serve the LORD." 

 

Today, what will it be? Will you choose Jesus and be saved or continue in your rebellion against 

Him and choose self? 

 

Let us Pray. 
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