
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  October 23, 2022 

Title:  “Behold, a King Will Reign in Righteousness” 

Text:  Isaiah 31:4-32:8 

Theme: A king is coming who will set all things right. 

 

Introduction: 

As a child, or even as an adult, I’ve done some pretty non-thinking events or actions that could 

have ended poorly. In those moments, a common refrain said by either my mother or the more 

mature thinking people surrounding me was, “What were you thinking!?” well, the answer is 

obvious, “I wasn’t!” 

 

Israel’s alignment with Egypt is one such moment. We ask the rhetorical question, “What were 

they thinking?” Their choice is idiotic and unthinkable. And yet, how many of us today seek 

satisfaction and happiness in empty pursuits that are nothing but dead idols. Every idol we 

pursue says, “God is not enough, He is insufficient, He is inadequate.” We would never make 

such concluding declarations, but such is the case.  

 

Isaiah is a big book and we’ve covered a lot of ground. Let us back up and consider the 

movement from Isaiah 1 up to our section. 

 

EIGHT THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW. 

 

FIRST, Literary Context: 

• Chapters 1-6 deal with Judah and Jerusalem (2:1; 3:1, 8; 5:3) King Uzziah (6:1) 

• Chapters 7-12 deal with Ephraim [Israel] and Samaria [preponderance of occurrence] 

King Ahaz (14:23) 

• Chapters 13-27 deal with the surrounding NATIONS. 

• Chapters 28-37 deal with Judah and Assyria and Judah’s initial failure to trust YHWH by 

turning to Egypt. 

• Chapters 38 and 39 deal with King Hezekiah showing representatives from Babylon the 

riches of his kingdom. 

 

SECOND, although Isaiah is the author, he did not write all sixty-six chapters in one sitting or 

in a tight sequential chronology. The book of Isaiah is a compilation of various smaller works 

written by Isaiah that are woven together to make some coherent sense. There is a wobbly 

movement from King Uzziah to that of King Hezekiah covering a period of 40-50 years. The 

book links empires from Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, and Persia. Isaiah moves freely from kings to 

empires. 

 

THIRD, Isaiah writes much of his material using HEBREW POETRY, thus, using various forms 

of parallelism and symbolic vocabulary. This graphic depiction can be noted in Isaiah 31:4 and 

5 and Isaiah 9 and 11. Using symbolic language, Isaiah reveals God as Israel’s hero. What is also 
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of interest is how Isaiah speaks of apocalyptic events [end time, in that day, events], but uses 

HEBREW POETRY and not the literary genre of APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE. In describing 

END TIMES through the language of HEBREW POETRY, He speaks to them according to their 

experience and surroundings. The vocabulary is agricultural and the surroundings is the Middle 

East. It is the world they know.  The question is, “Are we to carry the symbolism forward and 

read it into our current culture and experience? What does he mean?” The idea is literal, but not 

necessarily the language.  

 

FOURTH, in every one of these sections, there is judgment and woe concluding in hope and 

blessing. Each section ends with a song of praise. This pattern is predictable, but asymmetric or 

imbalanced. You don’t know when the word of hope and blessing will occur, but it WILL 

OCCUR.  

 

FIFTH, the judgment and woe STATEMENTS face Israel on a NATIONAL LEVEL and all who 

reject YHWH. The hope and blessing STATEMENTS are for those who believe. They are 

described as ‘THE REMNANT.’ The Exile is nationally inevitable. Individual redemption is 

always available even as the NATION goes into EXILE. 

 

Throughout Isaiah, the prophet speaks of future blessing on Israel and Jerusalem and Judah. If 

we think this is speaking of all physical descendants of Abraham, we are failing to 

understanding the one people of God. 

 

When we speak of future blessing upon the people of Israel, we are not referring to all of 

Abraham’s natural descendants. The Scripture does not speak of future blessing in the abstract. 

Those from Israel who believe in the Seed Promise, the prophesized Messiah, will be the 

recipients of future blessing. And in addition, all believing Gentiles shall be grafted into the 

believing Jewish remnant and together they will make up the “true Israel of God” and the “one 

people of God.” This is clear from Romans 9 and the one true tree. 

 

SIXTH, coming out of Isaiah 28-35, we have King Hezekiah and his response to the Assyrian 
threat. The threat is real. Assyria just destroyed the ten northern tribes and now press into Judah 
and Benjamin and sit outside the walls of Jerusalem. This is what we read of in Isaiah 36 and 37. 
The ASSYRIAN THREAT was a multi-year event. This isn’t a moment in time like some news 
cycle that is here today and gone tomorrow. This threat exists for decades. It is a chronic and 
terminal illness. Earlier in Isaiah 7, King Ahaz made an alliance with ASSYRIA. Here, King 
Hezekiah makes an alliance with EGYPT against ASSYRIA and none of it pleases God. 
 

Our passage is embedded in the Assyrian threat and King Hezekiah’s response to it. This section 

(30-33) contains the six woes against Judah and King Hezekiah. 

 
“In chapters 30-31 we find the desire to create alliances with Egypt denounced.  Chapter 32 
describes the coming of a new regime in which a king will reign in righteousness and his 
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princes in justice.  Chapter 33 depicts how the plunderer (Assyria) will be defeated while the 

plundered (Judah) looks to the Lord for deliverance and salvation.”1 
 

SEVENTH, the prophet continues to refer to a day that is future. If we took all of Isaiah’s 

writings and grouped them together according to theme, we would discover three notable 

features about this day. 

 First, it is a day begun by the arrival of a child born and a son given (Isa. 9:6). This child 

shall wear multiple titles and have graphic descriptions. This child shall destroy the 

enemies of God and deliver the people of God.  

o This is the tension when Jesus comes as Messiah. His audience thought if He is the 

Messiah, then their oppressors [in this case ROME] would be destroyed and the 

nation of Israel would be elevated. But this isn’t what happened. Why, shall be 

noted in a moment. 

 Second, it is a day of catastrophic judgment on the unbelieving (Isa. 30:27-33).  

This day is a day of contrasts. We read of this in Isaiah 30:25 and 26. 

 Third, it is a day where the Garden in Eden is reestablished (Isa. 32:15, 16). 

 

The prophet saw all of this as a singular event. In Jesus, we see this as two events. The first, His 

incarnation is the fulfillment of the “child born and a son given.” The second and third shall be 

fulfilled at His Second Coming. It is at His Second Coming, we shall see the culmination of all 

of Isaiah’s prophetic statements. 

 

In Isaiah, there is no 1,000 year “millennial kingdom” after His return. For Isaiah, there is only 

the Garden reconstituted at the point of His coming whereby His enemies are wiped out and 

His people are brought in. 

 

EIGHTH, throughout Isaiah, he uses the most intimate and graphic and relational and longing 

language possible to describe the believing heart’s longing for the coming MESSIAH or KING. 

Listen to the beautiful words of the prophet embedded in the context of “woe.” 

 Isa. 30:20, 21 
20 Although the Lord has given you bread of privation and water of oppression, He, your 

Teacher will no longer hide Himself, but your eyes will behold your Teacher. 21 Your 

ears will hear a word behind you, "This is the way, walk in it," whenever you turn to the 

right or to the left. 

 Isa. 32:1, 2 
1 Behold, a king will reign righteously and princes will rule justly. 2 Each will be like a 

refuge from the wind and a shelter from the storm, Like streams of water in a dry 

country, Like the shade of a huge rock in a parched land.  

 Isa. 33:2  

O LORD, be gracious to us; we have waited for You. Be their strength every morning, 

Our salvation also in the time of distress. 
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 Isa. 33:5, 6 
5 The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high; He has filled Zion with justice and 

righteousness. 6 And He will be the stability of your times, A wealth of salvation, wisdom 

and knowledge; The fear of the LORD is his treasure. 

o In Isaiah 30:6, Judah carries her treasures to Egypt to pay for their Egyptian 

mercenaries. In Isaiah 39:2, 4, Hezekiah shows the Ambassadors of Babylon all of 

his treasures. The word occurs one last time in Isaiah 45:3, where God offers to 

King Cyrus of Persia hidden treasures even though he does not know Him. 

o The one treasure that no one can take nor can ever diminish is the fear of the 

LORD. The Apostle Paul will refer to the gospel as this treasure (2 Cor. 4:7).  

 Isa. 33:16, 17 
16 He will dwell on the heights, His refuge will be the impregnable rock; His bread will 

be given him, His water will be sure. 17 Your eyes will see the King in His beauty; They 

will behold a far-distant land. 

 Isa. 33:22  

For the LORD is our judge, The LORD is our lawgiver, The LORD is our king; He will 

save us [our savior]— 

 

It is with all of this preliminary information we come to our tagline or topic for study, “Behold, 

a king will reign in righteousness!” 

 

“At the center of the passage, the hinge of the text, is the righteous king and his princes. The 
king is the midpoint in the transition from reliance on flesh to reliance on Spirit. King and Spirit 
- that is the solution to Judah’s condition of disarray that is the means for renewing the land.”2 
 

Now, AS WE CONSIDER our immediate passage, let us note FIVE MORE IDEAS and I’ll work 

to keep this moving. 

 

FIRST, the king’s arrival is the end of His enemies (31:3-5) 

 

 31:8, 9 
8 And the Assyrian will fall by a sword not of man, and a sword not of man will devour 

him. So he will not escape the sword, And his young men will become forced laborers.  
9 ‘His rock will pass away because of panic, and his princes will be terrified at the 

standard,’ Declares the LORD, whose fire is in Zion and whose furnace is in Jerusalem. 

 

This speaks to the destruction of the Assyrian army by God in Isaiah 37:37, 38. Assyria, Egypt, 

Babylon, and every empire that raises its hand against God shall fall. It does not matter if this 

empire is ENGLAND, AMERICA, CANADA, RUSSIA, CHINA, or DUBAI. Every nation that 

raises its hand against God shall fall. 
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SECOND, the king’s arrival is dramatic (32:1).  

 

Notice two words. First, behold, and then, righteousness. The passage begins with an attention 

getter. It’s like the clapping of hands or the blowing of a horn. It introduces something 

significant. Then after capturing our attention, the passage announces a king shall reign in 

righteousness and his princes or seconds shall rule in justice. Seriously, when has a government 

ever been accused of being righteous or just? The only reason we look back and say, “The good 

ole days,” is because we forget! Governments have always been corrupted and unjust. As critical 

and pessimistic as that might sound, the kings of Judah were good and bad, but never THAT 

good. Every empire and emperor is unrighteous and unjust, BUT THIS KING and His seconds 

shall be righteous and just. Wow! 

 

THIS IS A REASON  why the nation of Israel did not receive Jesus. The descriptions provided 

in Isaiah did not happen at the first coming of Jesus, but will at His second coming. 

 

THIRD, when the king reigns in righteousness there will be an end to their apostasy and the 

beginning of renewal (31:6, 7).  

 

 31:6 Return to Him from whom you have deeply defected, O sons of Israel. 

 

In light of what God shall do to His enemies, this He does for His people. There would be a time 

of gathering in. The inauguration of this moment begun on the day of Pentecost when 3,000 

were added to the church. 

 

There renewal is also marked by an end to their idolatry.  

 

 31:7 For in that day every man will cast away his silver idols and his gold idols, which 

your sinful hands have made for you as a sin. 

 

All of our idols are nothing but turnings toward “Egypt.” Remember, from last week, Egypt is 

anything other than God. 

 

Listen to the repeating of this promise in Isa. 30:18-22. 

 

 18 Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have 

compassion on you. For the LORD is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long 

for Him. 19 O people in Zion, inhabitant in Jerusalem, you will weep no longer. He will 

surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears it, He will answer you. 
20 Although the Lord has given you bread of privation and water of oppression, He, your 

Teacher will no longer hide Himself, but your eyes will behold your Teacher. 21 Your ears 

will hear a word behind you, "This is the way, walk in it," whenever you turn to the right 

or to the left. 22 And you will defile your graven images overlaid with silver, and your 
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molten images plated with gold. You will scatter them as an impure thing, and say to 

them, "Be gone!" 

 

Idols are substitutions for God. Idols take the place of God. Idolatry is redirected affections. 

Idolatry speaks to the supposed inadequacy of God. Idolatry makes up deficiency in one’s 

religious affections. And yet, throughout Isaiah, the prophet speaks of YHWH’s altogether 

otherness. Listen to the graphic contrast between God and idols. Notice the overall dominance 

of God in these descriptions. 

 

 Isa. 40:18-26 
18 To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare with Him? 19 As 

for the idol, a craftsman casts it, A goldsmith plates it with gold, And a silversmith 

fashions chains of silver. 20 He who is too impoverished for such an offering Selects a tree 

that does not rot; He seeks out for himself a skillful craftsman to prepare an idol that will 

not totter. 21 Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been declared to you from 

the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 It is He 

who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, who 

stretches out the heavens like a curtain and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. 23 He 

it is who reduces rulers to nothing, who makes the judges of the earth meaningless. 24 

Scarcely have they been planted, scarcely have they been sown, scarcely has their stock 

taken root in the earth, But He merely blows on them, and they wither, And the storm 

carries them away like stubble. 25 "To whom then will you liken Me That I would be his 

equal?" says the Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these 

stars, The One who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all by name; Because 

of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power, Not one of them is missing. 

 

It is for this reason God declares,  

 

 Isa. 42:5-8 
5 Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread 

out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it And spirit to those 

who walk in it, 6 "I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you 

by the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As 

a light to the nations, 7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And 

those who dwell in darkness from the prison. 8 "I am the LORD, that is My name; I will 

not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images. 

 

It is in the moment of the fullest reveal that Israel and all of God’s chosen people shall see Him 

in His majestic fullness and finally put away all idolatry, all lesser affections and appetites. 

 

Oh, how I long for that day. 
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FOURTH, when the king reigns in righteousness He shall refresh the subjects of His kingdom 

(vv. 1, 2) 

 

 32:1, 2 
1 Behold, a king will reign righteously and princes will rule justly. 2 Each will be like a 

refuge from the wind and a shelter from the storm, Like streams of water in a dry country, 

Like the shade of a huge rock in a parched land. 

 

Did you catch that symbolic language employed by HEBREW POETRY and how graphic the 

imagery is? Does not our hearts ache for this? 

 

In that day, His people shall “lie down in green pastures; and He will lead them beside quiet 

waters” (Psalm 23:2). In that day, His people shall be like “a tree firmly planted by streams of 

water, which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, 

he prospers” (Psalm 1:3). 

 

Jesus will say it this way,  

 

 Matt. 11:28-30 
28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My 

yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL 

FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

 

Like the woman at the well, we join her and countless others in saying, “Sir, give me this water.” 

 

 John 4:13-15 
13 Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; 14 

but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that 

I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." 15 The 

woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the way 

here to draw." 

 

Does not your heart ache . . .  

 To behold your teacher (Isa. 30:20) 

 To have shelter from the storm (Isa. 32:1) 

 To have strength every morning (Isa. 32:2) 

 To treasure Him above all else (Isa. 33:5) 

 To find His refuge as an impregnable rock (Isa. 33:16) 

 To see your king in His beauty and to behold a far-distant land (Isa. 33:17) 

 To openly proclaim that YHWH is your judge, your lawgiver, your king, and your savior 

(Isa. 33:22). 
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The only one who can quench that thirst, that need, that desire is THE KING WHO SHALL 

REIGN IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

 

As a consequence of this, His people shall be restored (32:3, 4). This is part of the construction 

of the passage using HEBREW POETRY. 

 

 3 Then the eyes of those who see will not be blinded, And the ears of those who hear will 

listen. 4 The mind of the hasty will discern the truth, And the tongue of the stammerers 

will hasten to speak clearly. 

 

God is saving people right now, but when the King comes, the gathering shall be unprecedented.  

 

FIFTH, when the king reigns in righteousness He shall reverse injustice against the subjects of 

His kingdom (vv. 5-8). 

 

 5 No longer will the fool be called noble, Or the rogue be spoken of as generous. 6 For a 

fool speaks nonsense, and his heart inclines toward wickedness: To practice ungodliness 

and to speak error against the LORD, to keep the hungry person unsatisfied and to 

withhold drink from the thirsty. 7 As for a rogue, his weapons are evil; He devises wicked 

schemes to destroy the afflicted with slander, even though the needy one speaks what is 

right. 8 But the noble man devises noble plans; And by noble plans he stands. 

 

The righteous king shall reign righteously or justly and all injustice and unrighteousness shall 

be abolished. O my, what a day that will be. 

 

God is the one who shall destroy His enemies and reclaim His kingdom. All of our futile 

attempts at “saving the day,” are empty and wasted expenditures of energy. Only God can save 

us. This does not mean we do not prepare the horse for the day of battle. We use means, but at 

the end of the day, God and God alone will bring the victory. 

 

Where is the GOOD NEWS | GOSPEL? 

 

Who is this king? The Old Testament tells us this king would come from David’s line. No doubt 

each king from Judah was considered a potential candidate to fulfill the promise, but alas each 

one ended in failure. Thus, who is this King? Listen to what the New Testament says. 

 

 Luke 1:26, 27 
26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of 

David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  
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 Luke 1:31-33 
31 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him 

Jesus. 32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord 

God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house 

of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end." 

 

 Heb. 1:8, 9 
8 But of the Son He says, "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE 

RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM. 9 "YOU HAVE LOVED 

RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED LAWLESSNESS; THEREFORE GOD, YOUR GOD, 

HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR 

COMPANIONS." 

 

You do not have to receive the record of the New Testament, but you cannot deny this is what 

the New Testament speaks of. You can tell me you do not believe this, but you cannot tell me it 

doesn’t say this. 

 

Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the Seed Promise and the Completion of the Blood Picture. He 

shall do for us what we cannot do for ourselves. 

 

“The King who will rule in Righteousness has come. Jesus is our King, who fights for us, who 

delivers us from sin and death and who will one day return and make all things new.”3  

 

“If you look at the world, you'll be distressed. If you look within, you'll be depressed. If you 

look at God you'll be at rest.” – Corrie Ten Boom4 

 

NOW WHAT? 

 

1. If you do not know Jesus, repent of your apostasy and put off your idolatry knowing God 

shall destroy all of His enemies. 

2. Know Jesus is the king who shall reign in righteousness. You do not have to believe it, 

but it will not make it any less true. My prayer for you and your loved ones is to know 

Jesus. I am deeply troubled by the rank unbelief and rebellion in the hearts of people. It 

makes no sense to me, but a day is coming when you will either be the headrest or the 

footstool, but you will bow before Him. 

3. As the believing people of God, when Jesus returns, you shall be refreshed, you shall be 

restored, and all injustice shall be reversed. Hallelujah and Amen. 

 

 

1 https://www.ccel.org/contrib/exec_outlines/isa/isa_07.htm 
2 https://theopolisinstitute.com/leithart_post/structure-in-isaiah-9/  
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3 Angela Ketterhagen notes on Isaiah 28-33. 
4 Ten Boom, Corrie, The Hiding Place, 1971, A Bantom Book, Fleming H. Revell Company 


