
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  October 16, 2022 

Title:  The Five Promises of God for Future Hope 

Text:  Isaiah 29:17-24 

Theme: Every bad thing done by sin shall be undone by God 

 

Introduction: 

 

First, WHERE ARE YOU? 

 Are you a part of the believing remnant that is trusting God despite the horrific 
unpredictability of life? 

Or 

 Are you a part of the unbelieving masses whose heart is stone and rebellious and absent 
of God thought? 

 
Second, WHAT IS YOUR ASSYRIA? What right now is pressing in and threatening you? What 
is the weight that is increasing and crushing?  

 Is it your desire to start a family, but can’t or it is delayed? 

 Is it parenting your children and trying to decide as to their schooling? 

 Is it finding time as a parent for “me” time or “us” time? 

 Is it the onslaught of unexpected bills? 

 Is it living from paycheck to paycheck? 

 Is it an unfaithful spouse or one who desires to leave you and your children? 

 Is it uncertainty as to the future? 

 Is it trying to figure out Medicaid? 

 Is it car trouble? Home needs? 

 Is it failing health and what happens if life goes from bad to worse? 

 Is it rebellious children and distant family? 
What is your Assyria? In light of this pressing and threatening enemy, what is your Egypt? 
 
Third, WHAT IS YOUR EGYPT? To what or to whom are you turning? 

 Is it the self-help book on parenting, marriage, finances? 

 Is it a church that meets all of your felt needs?  

 Is it a pulpit that tells you what you want to hear and not what you need to hear? 

 Is it the most recent Christian or secular seminar or Christian Music Concert? 

 Is it the “try harder to do better” mentality? 
What is your Egypt? To what or to whom are you turning? 
 
Fourth, And WHO IS YOUR LORD? 

 Is your LORD one who is made in your image? 

 Is your LORD a loving despot who rules over you and must be appeased? 

 Is your LORD a divine slot machine or candy dispenser? Who is here to give you your 
best life now? 

Or 
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 Is your LORD the LORD of glory who commands heaven’s hosts and plans the end 
from the beginning? 

 Is your LORD one who does what is for His glory and your good and who in His 
infinite wisdom and power has ordered your life? 

And  

 Are you willing and able to rest in His answer even when your immediate does not 
appear to be what you want? 

 
In our extended section, here is the problem. 
And in our extended section, here is the solution. 
 
Emphasis: 

“The key issue in chapters 28-35 is whether Judah, and in particular its leaders, will 

rely on Egypt or on the Lord in the face of the growing threat posed by the every- 

increasing power of Assyria.”1 

 

Literary Context: 

 

“This section falls into two parts: (1) Chapters 28–33 concerning the proclamation of six ‘woes;’ 

and (2) Chapters 34–35 that re‐emphasize God’s judgment on the nations and the return of God’s 

redeemed people to Zion. Chapters 28–33 are structured around six ‘woes’ (28:1; 29:1, 15; 30:1; 

31:1; 33:1) that decry the unfaithfulness of God’s people and the world.  

 

Chapters 28‐33 are marked by a six fold exclamation of alarm (28:1; 29:1, 15; 30:1; 31:1; 33:1; cf. 
5:8‐30). ‘Ah’ represents Hebrew hoy, an interjection signaling alarm or grief (LXX translates it 
as ouai, ‘woe’).  
 
1. (28:1) WOE#1: The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim 

a) God will bring judgments against northern Israel. 
b) They will be trodden under foot. 

2. (29:1) WOE#2: Ariel, Ariel, the city where David encamped 
a) God will also bring judgments against Jerusalem and Judah. 
b) They will be besieged and Jerusalem will fall. 

3. (29:15) WOE#3: You who hide deep from the Lord your counsel... 
a) God will judge the people of Judah for their arrogance. 
b) They shall be cut off and come to nothing. 
c) But the redeemed shall be saved. 

4. (30:1) WOE#4: Stubborn children 
a) God will judge the rulers of Judah for making an alliance with Egypt. 
b) Egypt will be no help as the walls of Jerusalem become breached. 

5. (31:1) WOE#5: Those who go down to Egypt 
a) God will bring judgment on Judah for relying on the Egyptian military.  
b) Both Egypt and Judah will falter together. 
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6. (33:1) WOE#6: You destroyer, who yourself have not been destroyed 

a) God will bring judgment against the hostile nations, including Assyria. 
b) When the nations are through destroying and deceiving, they too will be destroyed 
and deceived.”2 

 

And within the six woes, we have these four questions. 

1. WHO ARE YOU? 

2. WHO OR WHAT IS YOUR ASSYRIA? 

3. WHO OR WHAT IS YOUR EGYPT? And 

4. WHO OR WHAT IS YOUR LORD? 

 

Although I do not believe I or we are any different than the nation or nations, it is impossible 

for me to accept the utter depravity of the human heart in their rebellion against God. And yet, 

in all of this “WOE,” God brings forth promise. Regardless of what Israel and the nations do, 

this is what God does. 

 

Here are the five promises of God of future hope.  

 

Outline: 
 

“The Hebrew text phrases this as a rhetorical question, ‘Is it not yet a little, a short [time]?’”3 
 

“Is it not yet a very little while: God’s restoration will come, and all things considered, it is in a 
very little while. It may not seem so to us when we are in the midst of a trial, but it is true.”4 
 

When God works, the entire created cosmos shall shake. Here is God’s response / answer to 
your ASSYRIA. 
 

I. Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field (v. 17).  
 
Remember, they live in a world of famine, drought, want, and loss. Here, we read of a “fruitful 
field.” 
 

Earlier in Isaiah, Lebanon was cut down and abased. 
 

 Isa 2:11-13 
11 The proud look of man will be abased and the loftiness of man will be humbled, And 
the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. 12 For the LORD of hosts will have a day of 
reckoning Against everyone who is proud and lofty and against everyone who is lifted 
up, That he may be abased. 13 And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and 
lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, 

 Isa 10:34  
And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a 
mighty one.  
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Here, Lebanon turns into a fruitful field. It also speaks to the invasive and inclusive reach of 
God fertilizing the earth with lush gardens. Let us not forget the copious language of Isaiah 25:6. 
 
The promise of returning to the Garden in Eden repeats throughout the Book of Isaiah. The idea 
of Isaiah 11:9 reveals itself often. 
 

 9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 

 
This same idea occurs in Isaiah 2:4. 
 

 4 And He will judge between the nations, and will render decisions for many peoples; 
And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will they learn war. 

 
And again, in Isaiah 35:5-10. 
 

 5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6 

Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy. For 
waters will break forth in the wilderness and streams in the Arabah. 7 The scorched land 
will become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; In the haunt of jackals, its 
resting place, Grass becomes reeds and rushes. 8 A highway will be there, a roadway, and 
it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it, but it will be 
for him who walks that way, and fools will not wander on it. 9 No lion will be there, nor 
will any vicious beast go up on it; These will not be found there. But the redeemed will 
walk there, 10 And the ransomed of the LORD will return and come with joyful shouting 
to Zion, With everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and joy, and 
sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

 
Elsewhere, it is the imagery of a fruitful field. This word occurs twice in Leviticus and once in 2 
Kings. Jeremiah uses the word three times, Isaiah five times. 
 

 Judgment - Isa 10:18 And shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, 
both soul and body: and they shall be as when a standardbearer fainteth.  

 Judgment - Isa 16:10 And gladness is taken away, and joy out of the plentiful field; and 
in the vineyards there shall be no singing, neither shall there be shouting: the treaders 
shall tread out no wine in their presses; I have made their vintage shouting to cease. 
 

 Hope - Isa 29:17 Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a 
fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest? 

 Hope - Isa 32:15 Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be 
a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest. 
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 Hope - Isa 32:16 Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness 
remain in the fruitful field. 

 
This same language occurs in Isaiah 27:6. 
 

 6 In the days to come Jacob will take root, Israel will blossom and sprout, and they will 
fill the whole world with fruit. 

 
Remember, Eden is God’s answer to Assyria and Egypt. 
 

II. The deaf shall hear the words of a book (v. 18). 
 
This stands in contrast to Isa. 28:9-13 and Isa. 29:11, 12.  
 
Isaiah 28:9-13 shows the resistant heart of the people to reject the Word from God, the Torah, 
[Pentateuch]. If they would not hear the LORD, perhaps they would hear foreigners, but alas, 
they will hear no one. Their obstinate heart and deaf hear refuses to hear the voice of God. 
 
They hear it like the sound of foreign speech, nothing but gibberish. The Hebrew reads,  
 

 “10 Indeed, they will hear meaningless gibberish, senseless babbling, a syllable here, a 
syllable there.” 

 
The idea that this is teaching a method of the Bible is absurd. Rather than teach us a method of 
study, this passage teaches, “When divine warnings and appeals become gibberish to the 
spiritually insensitive, they have no guidance and are doomed to destruction.”5 
 
Isaiah 9:10, 11 speaks to their unwillingness to hear the Word of the LORD. 
 
When John the Baptizer found himself in prison, he had but one question, “Are you the expected 
One?” Jesus replied with the following response. 
 

 Mt 11:5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

 
Remember, when the knowledge of God covers the earth as the waters cover the sea, everyone 
ear shall hear that Jesus is Lord and every stammering tongue shall confess Jesus is King. This 
is God’s answer to Assyria and Egypt. 
 

III. The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD (v. 19). 
 
Isaiah uses the same Hebrew word for meek in Isaiah 61:1. 
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 Isa 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 

 
Jesus quotes this verse in the inauguration of His ministry in Luke 4 to announce a Year of 
Jubilee. 
 

 Luke 4:16-21 
16 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He 
entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17 And the book of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where 
it was written, 18 "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED 
ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM 
RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET 
FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF 
THE LORD." 20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and 
the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, 
"Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 

 
Jesus speaks to this same day in the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:5). 
 

 Mt 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
 
Isaiah uses the word only two other times. 

 Isa 11:4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the 
meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. {reprove: or, argue} 

 Isa 32:7 As for the scoundrel—his devices are evil; he plans wicked schemes to ruin the 
poor with lying words, even when the plea of the needy is right. 

 
Remember, the reversal of fortune is God’s answer to Assyria and Egypt. 
 

IV. The ruthless shall come to nothing (29:20-21) 
 
We have seen this word, “ruthless” in our study of Isaiah 25. It is the word TYRANT. 
 

 Isa 13:11 And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and 
I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the 
terrible. 

 Isa 25:3 Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee, the city of the terrible nations shall 
fear thee. 

 Isa 25:4 For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, 
a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as 
a storm against the wall. 



 

 

7 

 Isa 25:5 Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers, as the heat in a dry place; even the 
heat with the shadow of a cloud: the branch of the terrible ones shall be brought low. 

 Isa 29:5 Moreover the multitude of thy strangers shall be like small dust, and the 
multitude of the terrible ones shall be as chaff that passeth away: yea, it shall be at an 
instant suddenly. 

 Isa 29:20 For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all 
that watch for iniquity are cut off: 

 Isa 49:25 But thus saith the LORD, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, 
and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth 
with thee, and I will save thy children.  

 
The word ‘nothing’ occurs twice in Isaiah. 
 

 Isa 16:4 Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a covert to them from the face 
of the spoiler: for the extortioner is at an end, the spoiler ceaseth, the oppressors are 
consumed out of the land.  

 Isa 29:20 For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all 
that watch for iniquity are cut off: 

 
Remember, in the day of YHWH, the tyrant shall be destroyed. All the enemies of God shall be 
destroyed. They shall not prevail. All of their injustice against the vulnerable shall be eradicated. 
This is God’s answer to Assyria and Egypt. 
 
Verses 22 through 24 provide our last thought. 
 

V. Jacob shall no more be ashamed (29:22-24) 
 
Why will Jacob not be ashamed? Two reasons are given. 
 

A. First (v. 23), because they will see a multitude that no one can number made up of 
every tongue, tribe, people, and nation.  

 
They will see that God has been faithful to His promise to give them a seed that cannot be 
numbered and are as numerous as the sand on the sea shore and the stars of heaven! 
 
23 For when Jacob sees his offspring / descendants, 
    the work of YHWH’s hands [notice the contrasting statement in v. 16], in his midst, 
    then Jacob will set apart YHWH’S name; 
they will set apart | honor |hold up the Holy One of Jacob 
    and will stand in awe of the God of Israel. 
 

B. The second reason (v. 24), because their hardened hearts, blind eyes, and deaf ears 
shall finally come to understanding and finally accept instruction. 
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24 And those who go astray in spirit will come to understanding, 
    and those who murmur will accept instruction.” 
 
Remember, God fulfilling His purpose for creating is His answer to Assyria and Egypt. 
 
Now What [Where do we go from here]?  

 

Up to this point in our study, it is impossible not to remember Isaiah 2:1-5; 4:2-6; 7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-
16; 12; 19:18-25; 25-27; 28:5, 6; and 29:17-24. 
 
All of these promises look to a future day. This day begins when the child is born and the son is 
given upon whose shoulders rests the reign of God and whose name is wonderful counselor 
(Isa. 9:6). 
 
In that Day, He shall usher us into the restored Garden. 

 In that day, the LORD alone shall be exalted (Isa. 2:11, 17). 

 In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the 
earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel (Isa. 4:2). 

 In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the 
midst of the land (Isa. 19:24). 

 In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation 
will God appoint for walls and bulwarks (Isa 26:1). 

 In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, 
unto the residue of his people (Isa. 28:5). 

 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall 
see out of obscurity, and out of darkness (Isa. 29:18). 

 

Let us close with the following four questions. 

1. WHO ARE YOU? 

2. WHO OR WHAT IS YOUR ASSYRIA? 

3. WHO OR WHAT IS YOUR EGYPT? And 

4. WHO OR WHAT IS YOUR LORD? 

 

Let us Pray? 

1 http://www.pas.rochester.edu/~tim/study/Isaiah%2028-35%20Questions.pdf  
2 http://charlotteawake.com/talkingnotes/isaiah/chapter_notes/Chapters%2028-35_Woes_2012.pdf 
3 https://netbible.org/bible/Isaiah+29  
4 http://jesusisgod316.blogspot.com/2016/12/isaiah-2917-24-gods-promise-of.html  
5 https://netbible.org/bible/Isaiah+28  

                                                           


