
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: October 9, 2022 

Title: “A Feast of Rich Food” 

Text: Isaiah 25 

Theme: A day is coming when the knowledge of God shall cover the earth as the waters 

cover the sea. The judgment of God brings about a new, just world order.    

 

Introduction: 

 

Everyone loves holiday gatherings of friends and family around a well-prepared meal where 

stories are swapped, memories are shared, and updates are given. Sometimes such events 

surround sporting events or birthday parties. Sometimes no reasons are necessary except the 

food served and the people present.  

 

At a wedding ceremony, you attend because you love the bride and/or groom. Your attendance 

is with a number of people you have never met and do not know, but that does not keep you 

from joining in the festivities. After the ceremony, you participate in the wedding supper. 

Almost without exception it is a well-prepared meal and you might sit with some you do not 

know. 

 

But there is a flip side to the wedding ceremony and feast to follow. Not everyone is in 

attendance. Although my imagery fails, there are many not present. Numerous people will not 

be at the ceremony or the following feast. That contrasting picture holds from Isaiah to Jesus 

and, ultimately, through the Book of Revelation.   

 

Our passage records a well-prepared meal surrounded by people you perhaps never met, but 

deeply love. It all collapses on the person and work of Jesus and rather quickly, you meet family 

you never met before and did not know, but in that instant, you know deeply that you are family 

and you are profoundly loved. 

 

Our study today is a real treat. Although we noted the anger and wrath of God in Isaiah 9:8-

10:34 and great and terrible DAY OF THE LORD in chapters 13-27, and we have also noted the 

sweet taste of ALL NATIONS worshipping before God in chapter 19.  

 

“Our passage occurs within Isaiah 24–27, a distinct unit within the book of Isaiah. Because of its 

intense interest in the future and a supposed affinity with apocalyptic writings, this section is 

often called the Little Apocalypse of Isaiah. More recent scholarship downplays the apocalyptic 

nature of these chapters, but there is no denying their interest in God’s future working out of 

God’s purposes.”1 

 

But today, I would like to focus just on Isaiah 25 and the sweet taste and satiating pleasure of 

sitting at a table prepared for His people at the end of days. 
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First, notice how structurally we are reading Hebrew Poetry. Parallelism is at play. As an 

example, notice verse 4. Thus, Isaiah will say the same thing from different angles. He will be 

using synonyms, figures of speech, and parallelism. 

 

Second, the song is sung as a consequence of the judgment upon the Nations and the world. 

When God’s righteous and wise judgment on unbelief and injustice takes place, His people shall 

praise His name. They shall celebrate. 

 

Third, the song is sung in faith. The enemies of Israel still constitute a present threat. The ten 

northern tribes are about to be carried off and Assyria presses into Judah and Benjamin. Yet, 

even as this happens, God prepares a table for them in the presence of their enemies. And if 

you’re tracking, you are hearing the familiar language of Psalm 23.  

 

Initially, we will begin with our passage. 

 

Outline: 

 

I. He begins with a Prayer of Present Praise [vv. 1-5] 

 
This paragraph celebrates two truths. First, He is praised for His faithfulness for things already 
done. Second, He is praised for His protection from the enemy. 
 
There is, again, a picture of contrasts between a city no more (v. 2) versus a shelter from the 
storm (v. 4). 
 
Notice with me five thoughts about this initial paragraph.  
 

A. First, “The chapter begins with a communal hymn of thanksgiving for God’s deliverance 
from tyrants. The hymn gathers themes and language well known from the rest of Isaiah. 
The wording “plans formed of old, faithful and sure” recalls the divine plan, a frequent 
theme in Isaiah (see for instance Isa 5:19; 14:26; 19:17; 28:29; 30:1): 2  

 
“Van Parunak: The song alternates between statements of praise and the reasons for praise. First 
Isaiah himself praises the Lord, giving as reason the Lord's sovereign judgments. Then he states 
that those who were Israel's oppressors will glorify and fear the Lord. This time the reason is the 
Lord's protection of his people.”3 
 

B. Second, (v. 1) the prophet claims that God’s plans, not those of political humans, will 
come to fruition.”4 “Here they describe the absolute reliability of the divine plans.”5 

 
C. Third, notice the tenses of the words. The prophet’s present joy in future hope is based 

on past victories. “you are” v. 1; “have made” v. 2; “will glorify” v. 3. 
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D. Fourth, “The hymn also recalls language of faithful steadfastness that is found especially 
in prophecies surrounding the international crises faced by Ahaz and Hezekiah (see 1:21, 
26, 7:9, 11:5, 28:16). The term “tyrant” [translated ‘ruthless’ in ESV] is repeated three times 
in three verses (3, 4, 5). In Isaiah 13:11 and 49:25, Babylon was the tyrant. Here the lack 
of specific referents conveys the cycle of threat and deliverance recurring frequently 
in history, though the players may change. Hope is expressed here of final, decisive 
deliverance from tyranny.”6 

 
E. Finally, “We must not overlook the profound theological teaching that if the Gentiles are 

to worship God their own united power must first be destroyed (vv. 2, 3). As long as the 
Gentile nations, represented in Isaiah’s day by the Assyrians and Babylonians, sought to 
control the world and to incorporate the theocracy within their own kingdom, there could 
be no hope for their salvation. Babylon and all that it represented must first be 
destroyed.”7 

 
Our second paragraph gives us two further thoughts concerning the great and terrible day of 
the Lord.  
 
II. He ends with a Prophecy of Future Provision [vv. 6-12] 

 

God is praised for His provision for His people. Earlier, we heard a song of praise for His past 

faithfulness. Now, we hear a prophecy of His future faithfulness of what He will do. 

 

There are two primary ideas in this paragraph. 
 

A. The Prophecy of Future Provision for His People (vv. 6-9). God shall prepare a table 
for His people in the presence of His enemies. 

 
Three points stand out from this rich text.  
 

1. First, in sharp contrast with the deprivation and the destruction that marked the 
daily lives of the prophet’s audience, the banquet celebrating God’s victory is 
characterized by exuberant joy.  

 
“The joy that in Isaiah 24:11 was said to have gone into exile, now has returned with a force that 
erupts in jubilant praise songs (Isaiah 25: 1-5, 9; 26:1-6). After all the years in which there was no 
wine to drink and no songs to sing (Isaiah 24:9), people now will participate in a feast of good 
food and wine, rejoicing in God’s salvation.”8 
 
“Beall: Vv 6-8 speak of a victory feast in which God announces His victory over all foes, even 
death. This feast was customary after the coronation of a new king (see 1 Sam 11:15; 1 Kings 
1:9, 19, 25) or after a wedding (Judg 14:10). Here, both may be in view, as the Lord speaks of 
the “marriage supper of the Lamb” in Rev 19:9 to celebrate his victory over God's enemies after 
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Armageddon, and the marriage of God with His people. The celebrants come from all over the 
world to the mountain of God, i.e., Zion (see 2:2-4; 4:5; 11:9; 24:23; 65:25).”9 
 
This idea takes us back to Psalm 23 and all the way forward to the book of Revelation where we 
experience the Great Marriage Supper of the Lamb. There you shall either be the feast where the 
birds gorge themselves on the bodies of the dead or you shall eat the feast as a participant at the 
Great Marriage Supper of the Lamb. That same idea is present here.  
 
God prepares this table for His people in the presence of the enemy. This table is set even as 
the enemy is destroyed. 
 
“Here it is God who plans and serves the menu, described as very rich food and wine: choice 
wines, strained clear; sumptuous meats. Food is rarely described at length in Scripture; in fact, 
in prophetic books, descriptions of foods and banquets often accompany criticism of 
debauchery. In Isaiah 24, the wine had all dried up, along with mirth and joy. But here food, 
drink, and delight return on God’s terms, not as an occasion for social oppression, but in a 
spirit of celebration and harmony hosted by the one who created all foods. Mourning clothes 
are no longer needed, since the people are comforted. As they eat, God “swallows” both the 
shrouds (verse 7) and death itself (verse 8). Victorious over that most persistent foe, God 
wipes tears from all faces.”10 
 
“Food is not just the fuel that we use to propel our bodies through the challenges and joys of 
daily life. Food is also a source of comfort; food is associated with fellowship as people eat 
together, celebrate together, and mourn together (cf. the notion of “funeral food”). It is little 
wonder that when Israel was trapped in the chaos of nations at war, one superpower 
following shortly on the heels of another resulting in food shortages and even famine, and 
they inevitably projected their hopes for salvation to the future, they did so in terms of food. 
Isaiah 25:6-9, part of the Isaianic Apocalypse (Isaiah 24-27) that envisions the final redemption 
of God’s people in terms of a cosmic battle with the forces of chaos, proclaims God’s salvation 
in terms of a glorious banquet held upon Mount Zion. After God has destroyed all that seek to 
oppress the faithful, God is said to host a feast of rich food, the choicest, most luxurious foods 
possible. On the table would be literally “fat” dishes filled with marrow as well as well-aged 
distilled wines, i.e., wines that miraculously will not turn into vinegar if kept longer than a 
season.”11 
 

2. Second, it is significant to see how God’s liberation extends to all people, as evident 
in the five-fold repetition of the word “all” in verses 6-8.  

 
Before we go any further, let us “clear the air” concerning universalism. Five times in our 
paragraph it speaks of all. Why does the all not mean everyone? Two reasons are notable in our 
context. 

 First, the “all” apparently does not include those in chapter 24 or the Moabites in 25:10-
12. Some, not all, are outside of this provision. 

 Second, the first-person plural in verse one of “our” God. Some, not all, sing the song of 
“our” God. 
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This does not diminish the inclusive power of the “all.” For one day, in that Day, the very 
enemies of God shall be our allies in the worship of God (Isa. 19). 
 
“In this eschatological vision, Israel imagined that God’s saving actions on their behalf should 
not only benefit the community of Israel, but also extend to all the peoples of the earth (cf. 
Genesis 12:1-3), offering an intriguing perspective on the question people have struggled with 
throughout the ages, i.e., who is the “all” that have a place at this table. Nevertheless, one 
should not romanticize the notion of radical hospitality evident in this text. Right after all 
the people are invited to the banquet hosted by God, it seems that all people really are not 
all as seen in the harsh words directed to Moab (verses 10-12). This contradiction helps us to 
understand something of the constant struggle of discerning God’s word amidst the 
complexities and the messiness of life made up by real people who are very different from one 
another.”12 
 

3. Third, the newly restored age cannot be fully established until every threatening 
force is removed.  

 
The final enemy is death itself. This final victory is noted in two graphic images. 
 

 First, the removal of the death shroud. 
 
“In verse 8, God is said to swallow up death forever. Typically it is the “earth,” the “deep” or 
the “underworld”/”Sheol” that is said to do the swallowing (cf. e.g. Exodus 15:12; Proverbs 
1:12). But now death and mourning, symbolizing all that threatens life, will be swallowed up 
by God (or one could say eaten). Moreover, we read in verse 7 that God will swallow the 
shrouds that envelop the people, so destroying all evidence of mourning (cf. also verse 8 
when God is said to wipe away the tears from the faces of all). This text strongly asserts that 
God will destroy the last enemy, i.e., death, forever — an idea that is continued in Isaiah 26:19 
when Israel’s dead are said to rise from their deathly sleep and join in the joyful singing. Even 
though these texts probably do not refer to the resurrection per se at this point, one rather could 
say that the metaphor of resurrection is used to image God’s restoration of Israel (cf. also Ezekiel 
37).”13  
 

 Second, the swallowing up of the enemy. 
 
“This “swallowing” recalls the story of the Canaanite god Baal found in the Ras Shamra texts 
at Ugarit. There the underworld god Mot (“death”) either swallows Baal or threatens to 
swallow him (the text is unclear), but is defeated. Their battle recurs year after year in the 
seasonal alternation between drought and fertility. Distinct differences from the Baal story 
appear in this biblical poetry: it is God who swallows death rather than the reverse, and this 
victory is not subject to repetition, but is sustained forever.”14 
 
“The image of the Lord “swallowing” death would be especially powerful, for death was viewed 
in Canaanite mythology and culture as a hungry enemy that swallows its victims.”15 
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In the same moment where God prepares the table, He also punishes His enemies. 
 
Here we note the second point of this paragraph. 
 

B. The Prophecy of Future Punishment of His Enemies [vv. 10-12]. God shall punish 

His enemies in the presence of His people. 

 

““In a powerful anthropomorphic figure, the prophet pictures the Lord’s hand resting in 

blessing on Mount Zion and his feet trampling on Moab in judgment.” (Grogan) So, which 

do we want – the touch of God’s loving hand, or to be under His feet of judgment?”16 

 

You will either be a “headrest,” or you will be a “footstool.”  

 

NOW WHAT? 
 
“Reading a utopian text such as Isaiah 25:6-9 amidst the stark realities of our current context 
with its markedly cataclysmic flavor, given the economic woes, the political strife, and the rising 
unemployment that have consumed our lives, is interesting indeed. It is remarkable to consider 
how believers centuries ago in the midst of the chaos that characterized their lives could 
proclaim that God will intervene and liberate them from all that seek to destroy life in all its 
goodness. 

1. When things fall apart, when darkness is all around, amidst the hostility, fear, and 
cynicism that these days seem to be everywhere — at work, on the television, at home — 
it is good to remind one another that we believe in a God who is present in the chaos, a 
God who is fighting to deliver God’s children from whatever threatens their wellbeing.  

2. Moreover, the image of a banquet denoting a joyful celebration even when Israel 
found itself at the height of the conflict is a powerful reminder of what is important. 
Wherever we gather around a table in these difficult times, we are challenged to still 
savor the goodness of life: the food, the wine, the fellowship with the people around 
our table. Actually the image of the Eucharist where we gather around the communion 
table celebrating and looking forward to the heavenly banquet is a regular reminder of 
the table as sign of fellowship and hope in things to come.  

3. Finally, the inclusive nature of this vision reminds us, especially when things are most 
distressing, how very important it is to look beyond ourselves and beyond our immediate 
circumstances to find ways to include others at the table (even those Moabites!).”17 

 
“The Jews of Isaiah's day probably heard this promise gladly.  They were surely happy to know 
that God would one day wipe away their tears.  However, they did not know what we now 
know; God will not fulfill this promise until He makes the new heaven and earth (Rev 21:14). 
Our hope is not in this life only but in the life yet to come.  We look forward to eternity.  Only 
after God's judgment is fulfilled, when evil is forever separated from good, only then will we 
live in a truly just society. 
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To the believer, God's judgment is therefore the final liberation from evil; it is the time when 
we are forever freed from oppression and rebuke.  To the sinner, however, it is the destruction 
of everything in which they trusted; it is their annihilation.  So, please, make sure you are able 
to meet God's judgment with faith in Christ.  Don't go to God's judgment seat unprepared and 
still in your sin.”18 
 
 

1 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/all-saints-day/commentary-on-isaiah-256-9-3  
2 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-28/commentary-on-isaiah-251-9-5  
3 https://www.bibleoutlines.com/blog/isaiah-251-12-songs-of-praise  
4 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-28/commentary-on-isaiah-251-9-5  
5 https://netbible.org/bible/Isaiah+25  
6 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-28/commentary-on-isaiah-251-9-5  
7 https://www.bibleoutlines.com/blog/isaiah-251-12-songs-of-praise  
8 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/all-saints-day/commentary-on-isaiah-256-9  
9 https://www.bibleoutlines.com/blog/isaiah-251-12-songs-of-praise  
10 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-28/commentary-on-isaiah-251-9-5  
11 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/all-saints-day/commentary-on-isaiah-256-9  
12 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/all-saints-day/commentary-on-isaiah-256-9  
13 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/all-saints-day/commentary-on-isaiah-256-9  
14 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-28/commentary-on-isaiah-251-9-5  
15 https://netbible.org/bible/Isaiah+25  
16 https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-25/  
17 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/all-saints-day/commentary-on-isaiah-256-9  
18 https://www.melissabeaty.com/devotionals/bible-study-isaiah-251-12  

                                                           


