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Title: “Egypt my people, Assyria my work, Israel my 

inheritance” (Isa. 19:16-25) 

Theme: Those who are now enemies of King Jesus in the future will turn to Him as Savior, defender, 

and deliverer. 

I. Introduction (Formation of NATO) 
1Conflict between the Western nations (including the United States, Great Britain, France and other 

countries) and the Communist Eastern bloc (led by the Union of Soviet Socialists Republics or USSR) began almost 

as soon as the guns fell silent at the end of World War II in 1945. The USSR oversaw the installation of pro-Soviet 

governments in many of the areas it had taken from the Nazis during the war. In response, the U.S. and its Western 

allies sought ways to prevent further expansion of Communist influence on the European continent. In 1947, U.S. 

leaders introduced the Marshall Plan, a diplomatic initiative that provided aid to friendly nations to help them 

rebuild their war-damaged infrastructures and economies. 

Discussions continued between the Western nations, and on April 4, 1949, foreign ministers of 12 countries 

in North America and Western Europe gathered in Washington, D.C., to sign the North Atlantic Treaty. It was 

primarily a security pact, with Article 5 stating that a military attack against any of the signatories would be 

considered an attack against them all. The only time Article 5 has ever been invoked was in response to the 

terrorist attacks of September 11th. 

The original membership of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) consisted of Belgium, Britain, 

Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and the United States. 

Fresh off a victory over the Axis powers, the war-torn nations of Europe found it necessary to align with the U.S. 

to provide protection from the Soviets while in the vulnerable state of rebuilding. 

As we turn our attention to Israel, we find a nation in a similar state to those in Europe. The nation has now 

been divided for 200 years into the Northern and Southern kingdoms, with a growing corruption of each kingdom 

as the people rebel against the ways of God. Isaiah preaches to a nation that has drifted away from God and has 

allowed itself to become polluted and dull in understanding. Yet sprinkled throughout Isaiah’s message is a 

message of hope – for the nation of Israel and (as we’ll see in Chapter 19) for the nations at large. 

 

II. Body – Recap of Isaiah 1-12, shift focus to Ch. 19 

  In chapters 1-12 the primary focus of Isaiah is the nation of Israel and the impending judgment that awaits 

as they continue to pervert themselves with the teachings and worship of the nations around them. As we look at 

Isaiah it’s important to recall what God has done for the nation in the earlier writings of Scripture. In the book of 

Joshua, we find the nation on the precipice of entering the land God had first promised to Abraham and his 

descendants. After God had given them victory over their enemies, we find the tribes of Israel gather at Shechem 

where Joshua gives them the following charge from the Lord in Joshua 24:14-22:  

“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your 

fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve 

the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond 

the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve 

the Lord.” 



16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods, 17 for 

it is the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and 

among all the peoples through whom we passed. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the 

Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore, we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 

19 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous 

God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, 

then he will turn and do you harm and consume you, after having done you good.” 21 And the people said 

to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the Lord.” 22 Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against 

yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 

 As a result of the violation of the Vassal Treaty, God uses the nations to judge the Israelites. Yet these 

nations will not boast in this, but rather tremble as they find themselves presented with their own impending 

doom. As we look at chapters 13-23 one must consider how dark this section is. With such a focus on judgment it 

can be difficult for us to track the flow of thought of this section or to desire to study this section at all and instead 

focus on the more appealing areas of Isaiah, such as Ch. 53 with the suffering servant. Yet it is in these chapters 

that we see the Lord of Hosts exalted, the victorious king over the powers of sin and darkness. 

Remember last week as we considered the prevalence of the words “Earth” and “World” in this section.  

The judgment proclaimed upon the nations described in this section is reflective of a global judgement upon all 

who oppose the Lord and reject His ways. Our area of study today will focus on the oracle/burden/bad news 

concerning Egypt in chapter 19. Of the nations listed in this section, Egypt is of particular significance given its 

relationship to the nation of Israel throughout history. The intertwining of these two nations begins in Genesis 46 

as Jacob brings his family to Egypt after God uses Joseph to save the people from famine: 

So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the God 

of his father Isaac. 2 And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, 

“Here I am.” 3 Then he said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for 

there I will make you into a great nation. 4 I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring 

you up again, and Joseph's hand shall close your eyes.” 

Jacob looked to the land of Egypt to provide for his family, foreshadowing the bonds that Israel would 

make with the Egyptians. Jacob leads his family into Egypt where he is reunited with Joseph. After the death of 

Jacob, the family of Israel becomes the nation of Israel where they experience abundant growth: 

All the descendants of Jacob were seventy persons; Joseph was already in Egypt. 6 Then Joseph died, and 

all his brothers and all that generation. 7 But the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they 

multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them. 

Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 And he said to his people, “Behold, 

the people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest 

they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” 

(Exodus 1: 5-10) 

It is commonly understood that the Israelites dwelt 430 years with the Egyptians. The nation grew large 

and became a threat to the state. When God called Moses to lead His people out of Egypt the people rejoiced that 

God had answered their cry for deliverance. Yet it would not be long before the people would grumble and long 

to go back to slavery in Egypt rather than to trust the promise of God: 



“And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 

3 and the people of Israel said to them, ‘Would that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of 

Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this 

wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’” (Exodus 16:2-3) 

By time Isaiah has come on the scene 700 years had passed, yet the people once again sought the strength 

of Egypt to deliver them from their enemies. 2“While they kept up an alliance with Egypt, and it was a powerful 

ally, they stood not in awe of the judgments of God; for against them they depended upon Egypt to protect them. 

Nor did they depend upon the power of God when at any time they were in distress; but Egypt was their 

confidence. To prevent all this, Egypt must be judged, and in many ways God here tells them what He will do to 

judge them.” God in His judgments is jealous for His people: Who was it who rained down bread from heaven to 

feed you, and who was it who caused water to flow from the rocks to quench your thirst? The Lord of Hosts! In 

many ways the burden against Egypt is not simply a judgment for their wicked ways, but for the nation of Israel 

to strip any sense of security they held in the Egyptians and to give their allegiance to YHWH, the Lord of Hosts. 

With this background we now enter Isaiah 19. The first half of ch. 19 is a judgment upon Egypt: 

 Behold, the Lord is riding on a swift cloud and comes to Egypt; 

and the idols of Egypt will tremble at his presence, 

    and the heart of the Egyptians will melt within them. 

2 And I will stir up Egyptians against Egyptians, and they will fight, each against another 

    and each against his neighbor city against city, kingdom against kingdom; 

3 and the spirit of the Egyptians within them will be emptied out, and I will confound[a] their counsel; 

and they will inquire of the idols and the sorcerers, and the mediums and the necromancers; 

4 and I will give over the Egyptians into the hand of a hard master, 

and a fierce king will rule over them, declares the Lord God of hosts. 

 

 God speaks first and foremost to the false gods of the Egyptians. Consider the contrasting images between 

how the idols “tremble” before the Lord, who comes swift on a cloud to show His power and might. The Egyptians 

did not honor the Lord nor consider His ways, and now the Lord of Hosts will come to show the futility in 

worshipping idols made from the hands of men. They will seek answers from their teachers and find none, for 

they do not know the Lord of heaven’s armies. They will find no deliverance apart from the Lord. 

And the waters of the sea will be dried up, and the river will be dry and parched, 

6 and its canals will become foul, and the branches of Egypt's Nile will diminish and dry up, reeds and 

rushes will rot away. 

7 There will be bare places by the Nile, on the brink of the Nile, 

and all that is sown by the Nile will be parched, will be driven away, and will be no more. 

8 The fishermen will mourn and lament, all who cast a hook in the Nile; 

and they will languish who spread nets on the water. 

9 The workers in combed flax will be in despair, and the weavers of white cotton. 

10 Those who are the pillars of the land will be crushed, and all who work for pay will be grieved. 

Attention now shifts to the land of Egypt that will be stricken by the Lord’s hand. Just as the Lord judged the 

Egyptians through the plagues in Exodus, so He now turns again to the land as the recipient of his wrath. Just as 

the Lord cleared the Red Sea for His people to cross, so now He will dry up the Nile. The land that had brought 

prosperity and resources to the nation will be stripped bare, and the people will weep. The security the people of 

Egypt had in their abundance of riches and resources will be no more. 

”In that day the Egyptians will be like women, and tremble with fear before the hand that the Lord of hosts 

shakes over them. 17 And the land of Judah will become a terror to the Egyptians. Everyone to whom it is 

mentioned will fear because of the purpose that the Lord of hosts has purposed against them.” 



Again, the Lord is desiring to be worshipped above all. Aligning with Egypt was an attempt to secure Israel from 

her enemies. To consider Egypt as a security blanket revealed a nation that have forgotten its maker. A nation 

that rejected the words of Isaiah and as a result would eventually be led into exile. 

This section of Isaiah is rather bleak. We can grow weary of the constant words of judgment and wrath that 

are presented. Such was the fitting result for an Egyptian people who rejected the Lord of Hosts. Egypt is reflected 

of a world that has rejected the Lord of Hosts. This unbelief would lead ultimately to judgment. Yet as we reach 

verse 18 a noticeable shift happens in the tone of the letter. Each section in verse 18-25 contains the phrase “In 

that day”. Though the nation will be judged for their unbelief, yet in the future they will join hands with a believing 

remnant – not to give allegiance to a world power, but instead place their trust in the living God, the Lord who 

beckons all who are willing to come. “Still God has mercy in store for Egypt, and he will show it, not so much by 

reviving their trade and replenishing their river again as by bringing the true religion among them, calling them to, 

and accepting them in, the worship of the one only living and true God; and these blessings of grace were much 

more valuable than all the blessings of nature by which Egypt was enriched.3 

In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord at its 

border. 20 It will be a sign and a witness to the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt. When they cry to the 

Lord because of oppressors, he will send them a savior and defender, and deliver them. 

Though nation would rise against nation and seek other rulers who could provide protection from their 

enemies, the call here is for the unbelieving (Jew and the Egyptian) to find shelter and strength in the Lord. To 

give Him the glory He is rightly due. Unlike the idols of wood and metal that they turned to in the past, this people 

will cry out to the Lord of Heaven’s armies and find deliverance. They will no longer look to the dead for rescue, 

but to the living God who is strong to save those who seek Him. 

And the Lord will make himself known to the Egyptians, and the Egyptians will know the Lord in that day 

and worship with sacrifice and offering, and they will make vows to the Lord and perform them. 22 And 

the Lord will strike Egypt, striking and healing, and they will return to the Lord, and he will listen to their 

pleas for mercy and heal them. 

In former days the people of Egypt look to the sorcerers among them for wisdom, as the knowledge of 

the Lord was set apart for the Jewish people. But in that day, there will be a believing remnant who seek the Lord 

and rightly understand Him for who He is – the Lord of Hosts, the Lord of Heaven and Earth. Verse 22 indicates 

future distress for the Egyptian people (plague as in former days), yet this distress is not meant to harden them 

against the Lord, but be the cause for repentance and turning in faith to Him. Like Israel, Egypt will be judged for 

their unbelief, yet there is promise for deliverance to the one who calls to the Lord – and they will find it. 

Verses 23-25 is a wonderful conclusion to God’s work amongst rival nations: 

“In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and Assyria will come into Egypt, and Egypt 

into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians. 24 In that day Israel will be the third with 

Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the earth, 25 whom the Lord of hosts has blessed, saying, 

“Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel my inheritance.” 

Consider these words and how they would have been interpreted in the time of Isaiah. Isaiah 36 gives a 

fitting description of the current tension these nations had with one another: 

(Isa 36) In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah’s reign, Sennacherib king of Assyria attacked all the 

fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 2 Then the king of Assyria sent his field commander with a 

large army from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. When the commander stopped at the aqueduct 

of the Upper Pool, on the road to the Launderer’s Field, 3 Eliakim son of Hilkiah the palace administrator, 

Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of Asaph the recorder went out to him. 

4 The field commander said to them, “Tell Hezekiah: 



“‘This is what the great king, the king of Assyria, says: On what are you basing this confidence of yours? 5 

You say you have counsel and might for war—but you speak only empty words. On whom are you 

depending, that you rebel against me? 6 Look, I know you are depending on Egypt, that splintered reed 

of a staff, which pierces the hand of anyone who leans on it! Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who 

depend on him. 7 But if you say to me, “We are depending on the Lord our God”—isn’t he the one whose 

high places and altars Hezekiah removed, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, “You must worship before this 

altar”? 

8 “‘Come now, make a bargain with my master, the king of Assyria: I will give you two thousand horses—

if you can put riders on them! 9 How then can you repulse one officer of the least of my master’s officials, 

even though you are depending on Egypt for chariots and horsemen[a]? 10 Furthermore, have I come to 

attack and destroy this land without the Lord? The Lord himself told me to march against this country and 

destroy it.’” 

The relationship of these nations to this point has been one of war and disdain for one another. As far as 

the Egyptians were concerned the best type of Assyrian was a dead one. “It was powerful to say this of Egypt; it 

was almost unbelievable to say it about Assyria, the nation Jonah hated so much. “In Isaiah’s day, Assyria was the 

one power feared by every little nation in the Fertile Crescent. The calculated brutality of the Assyrians probably 

made them more of an object of general hatred than any other nation of antiquity. The Egyptians, Babylonians, 

and Persians were all capable of inhuman acts, but the Assyrian record for callous cruelty is difficult to parallel.” 

(Grogan)  

This makes Isaiah’s words at the end of this chapter that much more remarkable. Currently you see each 

other as enemies, but in that day you will join together in true worship of the Lord of Hosts. These words 

foreshadow a day when God would not be a God for the Jews, but in future days He would gather a people from 

all corners of the Earth who would give Him glory and honor. These people will trade their allegiance to nation for 

adoption as children. They will no longer lift hands to make war against one another, but rather lift them in 

worship to their King. 

 

III. The Gospel 
They did not know the name of their deliverer at that time, but now we can call upon Jesus as our Savior 

and defender against the powers of darkness. He has won a decisive victory, and all who call upon Him will be 

saved. His people are no longer limited to a geographical location or a specific people group, but a global church 

now worships Him and longs for the day when He will straighten all that is crooked in our world. It is through the 

power of God that people who otherwise would have no dealings with one another can come together in love and 

harmony – this is the power of God, to turn former enemies into fellow worshippers. God’s salvation is available 

to the world, and there are across the world at this moment a remnant that has decided to bow the knee to King 

Jesus. In Jesus we lay our weapons down against nation and look to Him who is the Lord of heaven’s armies. He is 

our King, and He will execute judgment on those who reject Him. Take heart that He holds the victory, and that 

those who trust in Him can join with brothers and sisters around the world and call to Him as our Abba Father.  

 

IV. Application – King Jesus (Queen Elizabeth) We serve a monarchy 
 

Queen Elizabeth II was Queen of the United Kingdom and other Commonwealth realms from February 

6th 1952 until her death on September 8th 2022. She was queen regnant of 32 sovereign states during her lifetime 

and 15 at the time of her death. [a] Her reign of 70 years and 214 days was the longest of any British monarch and 

the longest verified reign of any female sovereign in history.4 Because the government of the United States is a 

democratic republic, we are used to changes in leadership, with the popular vote as the measure for who will 



represent the people. But make no mistake: we serve a monarch, and His name is Jesus. In Israel’s time the 

promise of God was to bring together a people from all corners of the Earth. The enemies of the nation of Israel 

would one day join hands with a believing remnant. In today’s world we can easily think of nations/political 

parties/organizations we consider as “foes”. Yet God is bringing together a church not constrained by national or 

political identity. It is His work that turns enemies into brothers and sisters in Christ. 

In Jesus we find our Savior, defender, and deliverer from the powers of darkness. “It is finished” is the 

victory cry of a King who has defeated death and sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. Those who 

do not bow the knee in worship to this monarch will ultimately be defeated. Those who cry out to King Jesus will 

find salvation, security, and rest. It is they who can confidently proclaim the words of the psalmist:  

“My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” – Ps. 91:2b 

Let us pray. 

 

1https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/formation-of-nato-and-warsaw-pact  

2https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Isa/Isa_019.cfm  
3https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/guzik_david/study-guide/isaiah/isaiah-19.cfm?a=698022 
4https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_II 

 

 


