
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  September 25, 2022 

Title: Wail, for the day of the LORD is near! (Isa. 13:6) 

Text: Isaiah 13:6-18 

Theme: In the great and terrible day of the LORD, the enemies of God shall be destroyed and 

the people of God shall be delivered. 

 

Introduction: 

“A death notification is the delivery of the news of a death to another person. It describes the 

moment a person receives the news of someone's death. There are many roles that contribute to 

the death notification process. The notifier is the person who delivers the death notice. Notifiers 

can be volunteers, medical personnel or law enforcement. The receiver is the designated person 

receiving the information about the deceased. Typically, the receiver is a family member or 

friend of the one who has died. Death education is provided for multiple types of jobs to deliver 

the news efficiently for each situation. A proper death notification allows the receiver to begin 

the grieving process.”1 

 

In many ways, Isaiah the Prophet is a DEATH NOTIFIER. His message to the Nations is heavy 

and ominous. 

 

On a much lighter note, “The slogans "Sour Then Sweet" and "Sour. Sweet. Gone." refers to the 

candy's sour-to-sweet taste.”2 Sour Patch Kids are a tasty soft gummy candy with a coating of 

sour sugar, so the taste of the candy changes from sour to sweet. One of the driving forces behind 

Sour Patch Kids growth was its success in cinemas, and it became a staple for moviegoers in the 

U.S.3 

 

The message of Isaiah to the nation and Nations is a “sour patch kid” message. First it is sour 

and then it is sweet. 

 

Literary Context: 

 Chapters 1-6 deal with Judah and Jerusalem (2:1; 3:1, 8; 5:3) 

 Chapters 7-12 deal with Ephraim [Israel] and Samaria [preponderance of occurrence] 

 Chapters 13-27 deal with the surrounding NATIONS. 

 

There are two dominant national threats. 

 

1. Babylon in Isaiah (13:1, 19; 14:4, 22; 21:9; 39:1, 3, 6, 7; 43:14; 47:1; 48:14, 20). Babylon 

references speak of their destruction. Revelation 14:8; 18:2 quotes Isaiah 21:9, “Babylon is 

fallen, is fallen.” 

2. Assyria [‘Ashshuwr] 41 verses (40 times in 1-38; 1 time in 52:4) 

o Assyria in chapters 13-27 (14:25; 19:23, 24, 25; 20:1, 4, 6; 23:13; 27:13) 

 Assyrian references speak of their enemy becoming their ally.  
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As we will quickly see, this section addresses the surrounding nations over which God rules 

and controls. There are five thematic accents elevated by the repeating and concentration of 

certain words. 

 

OUTLINE: 

 

I. In Isaiah’s structure chapters 13-27 have a preponderance of the word “burden.” Only 

three times does the word occur elsewhere in Isaiah (13:1; 14:28; 15:1; 17:1; 19:1; 21:1, 11, 

13; 22:1, 25; 23:1). 

 

“The term ַמָּׂשא (massaʾ, ‘pronouncement, a lifting up [of the voice]’) is a technical term 

introducing a message from the Lord (cf. Nah 1:1; Hab 1:1; Zech 9:1; Mal 1:1). Derived from the 

root ָנָׂשא (nasaʾ, ‘to lift’), it is probably connected to the phrase ‘to raise one’s voice’ (HALOT 639 

s.v. II ַמָּׂשא) and is usually translated as ‘oracle’ or ‘utterance.’ Because the root can also mean ‘to 

carry (a burden)’ it has also been suggested that its nuance is of a burdensome message (KJV). 

Here it is the message which the prophet saw, suggesting that it is the report of a prophetic 

vision. In Nahum 1:1, the oracle is called ‘the book of vision.’”4 

 

“Bearing bad news was the key meaning of this word. It was so central to the meaning that 

translators have not distinguished it from a very different English word: ORACLE. For the 

Hebrew people an oracle was a burden of bad news, and a very heavy one to carry.”5 

 

“Whether the news came from a telegraph deliverer, or a cleric, or a family member, I do not 

know, but it strikes me that the person delivering the tragic news also carried a heavy burden. 

To announce death may be the greatest of all burdens a human has to carry. That was the Biblical 

concept of a burden… it was carrying a heavy load, physically, emotionally and spiritually. It 

was bearing Bad News.”6 

 
Although Isaiah’s message of destruction was upon the enemies of Israel, this judgment would 

also destroy the world he knew. Thus, on one hand it was good to hear of his enemy’s 

destruction, but on the other hand, it also meant the destruction of the world he knew. 

 

Listen to the repetition of the word and see if you cannot sense the weight of the message? 

 

 The oracle concerning Babylon: Isaiah 13:1 

 The oracle concerning Philistia: Isaiah 14:28, 29  

 The oracle concerning Moab: Isaiah 15:1 

 The oracle concerning Damascus: Isaiah 17:1 

 The oracle concerning the land of whirring wings [Cush]: Isaiah 18:1 

 The oracle concerning Egypt: Isaiah 19:1 
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 The oracle concerning the wilderness of the Sea: Isaiah 21:1 

 The oracle concerning Edom: Isaiah 21:11 

 The oracle concerning Arabia: Isaiah 21:13 

 The oracle concerning the Valley of Vision: Isaiah 22:1 

 The oracle concerning Tyre and Sidon: Isaiah 23:1 
 

Thus, this section is primarily Isaiah the death notifier telling the surrounding nations of their 

future destruction, but ultimate redemption. 

 

II. A second notable theme inside of this section is the occurrence of the phrase, “In that 

Day” (17:4, 9; 19:16, 18, 19, 21, 23, 24; 20:6; 22:8, 12, 20, 25; 23:15; 24:21; 25:9; 26:1). 

 

Of the 105 times the phrase, “In that Day,” occur in the Old Testament, Isaiah uses it 43 times. 

The other interesting occurrence is in Zechariah. Zechariah uses it 20 times with 16 of those 

occurrences found in chapters 12, 13, and 14 [evenly distributed]. Thus, pound for pound, 

Zechariah really tips the scale as to its usage. However, Isaiah equally emphasizes, “In that 

Day.” 

 

“In that Day” is a working synonym for “the Day of the LORD.” The DOL is a protracted period 

of time including everything from the initial periods of exile beginning in 722BC and ending at 

the second coming of Jesus. Thus, it runs from the captivity to the coming. That day includes 

the punishing of Israel (17:4, 9), the destruction of her enemies (13-27), and the redemption of 

the believing (19:18).   

 

We read of this dark day in Isaiah 13:6-18. 

 

“The Old Testament portrays the day of the Lord as punishment through overlapping images 

of cataclysm, war, and sacrifice; it highlights the day as renewal by emphasizing how God’s 

presence will rest on his people in the midst of a messianic Davidic reign. The New Testament 

then identifies Christ Jesus as the one who fulfills the ultimate day of the Lord, inaugurating it 

in his death and resurrection and consummating it at his second coming.”7 

 

“In that Day” is always future. It can be an imminent future or a delayed future, but it is always 

future. 

 

There should be no doubt that the second coming of Jesus is the culmination of this great and 

terrible day. Listen to just a few occurrences of this idea. 

 

 1Th 1:10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 

which delivered us from the wrath to come. 
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 1Th 2:16 Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their 

sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost. 

 1Th 5:9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 

 2 Thess. 1:5 -10 
5 This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you will be considered 

worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 6 For after all it is only 

just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who 

are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His 

mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God 

and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty 

of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 

power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at 

among all who have believed--for our testimony to you was believed. 

 Re 6:16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him 

that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 

 Re 6:17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 

 

For the unbelieving, the DOL is a day of destruction. For the believing, the DOL is a day of 

deliverance. 

 

III. A third theme accented in this section is the title assigned to the Lord, “The LORD of 

Hosts” (13:4, 13; 14:22, 23, 24, 27; 17:3; 18:7; 19:4, 12, 16, 17, 18, 20, 25; 21:10; 22:25; 23:9; 

24:23; 25:6). 
  

We have noted this idea in our initial study to Isaiah. Why is this significant? The one who brings 

judgment on the Nations is the LORD of heaven’s hosts. The one who commands heaven’s 

armies and welds the sword of the LORD shall destroy the armies of humanity and crush all 

those who rebel against the throne of God. The armies of this world shall prove no match for the 

LORD of heaven’s hosts. No one and nothing shall stop Him from doing all He desires. He will 

have His way. 
 

Throughout Isaiah we have competing pictures of contrasts. On one hand sits God upon a throne 

and on the other hand stands rebellious humanity against Him. God always wins. 
 

This ties us to the thought of “glory” in this section. 
 

IV. A fourth theme is the use of glory (14:18; 16:14; 17:3, 4; 21:16; 22:18; 22:23, 24; 24:23). 
 

What is of interest in the usage of glory in this section is its destruction. All of the occurrences 

in this section refer to the glory of nations being abased. It isn’t until we leave this section that 

reference goes to the glory of God. 
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 Isa 13:19 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, 

shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.  

 Isa 14:18 All the kings of the nations, even all of them, lie in glory, every one in his own 

house. 

 Isa 23:9 The LORD of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring 

into contempt all the honorable of the earth.  

 

The picture is of “Tiglath Pileser, King of Assyria, from his palace at his ancient capital, Nimrud. 

The tablet was discovered at the site of ancient Nimrud during the reign of Tiglath-Pileser III 

(747-727 BC). He is wearing his crown and carrying his staff of kingship in his right hand. He is 

putting his foot upon the neck of his enemy.”8 

 

Like Tiglath Pileser III, God shall make His enemies His footstool. Listen to Psalm 110:1. 

 

 Ps 110:1 <<A Psalm of David.>> The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, 

until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 

 
“Out of all the verses in the Hebrew Bible, the most frequently quoted in the New Testament is 

Psalm 110:1.”9 

 
Again, reflecting on Isaiah 13:6-11, we hear this same theme occur. “In that day” the proud and 

rebellious shall be abased and subdued. 

 

When God unleashes His fury against the Nations, all shall bow before Him. No one shall boast. 

 

V. The final theme is the occurrence of the words “earth” and “world.” 

 

 Earth (13:3; 14:7, 9, 16, 26; 18:3, 6; 23:8, 9, 17; 24:1, 4, 5, 6, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21; 25:8; 26:9, 15, 

18, 19, 21). 

 World (13:3; 14:7, 9, 16, 26; 18:3, 6; 23:8, 9, 17; 24:1, 4, 5, 6, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21; 25:8; 26:9, 

15, 18, 19, 21). 

 

The only other section having any significant occurrence of “earth” is 40-50. In Isaiah, earth and 

world are synonyms and often can refer to her inhabitants. It is clear in Isaiah that this section 

in particular moves us from Jerusalem and Judah in chapters 1-6, to Israel and Samaria in 

chapters 7-12, and finally culminating with the world ([nations] 13-27). 

 

There is a high concentration of the words in chapter 24. Listen to how compelling the language 

is. 
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 Isa. 24:5 The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, violated 

statutes, broke the everlasting covenant. 6 Therefore, a curse devours the earth, and those 

who live in it are held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few 

men are left. 

 

Notice four thoughts about the earth in this section. 

 

The DOL shakes the earth (Isa. 13:13) 

 Isa 13:13 Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, 

in the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger. 

 

This vocabulary occurring here can also be heard in Matthew 24 and in the book of Revelation. 

 

Isaiah 24 will graphically speak of this “shaking.” 

 Isa 24:1 Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth 

it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.  

 Isa 24:4 The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world languisheth and fadeth away, 

the haughty people of the earth do languish.  

 Isa 24:5 The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have 

transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. 

 Isa 24:6 Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are 

desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left. 

 Isa 24:18 And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall 

into the pit; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare: 

for the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth do shake. 

 Isa 24:19 The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is 

moved exceedingly. 

 Isa 24:20 The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a 

cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise 

again. 

 

Also in this section, world and earth act as a synonym for NATIONS (Isaiah 14:26) 

 Isa 14:16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is 

this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; 

 Isa 14:26 This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand 

that is stretched out upon all the nations. 

 

It is only after this violent “shaking” that the whole earth will be at rest (Isa. 14:7) 

 Isa 14:7 The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into singing. 
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 Isa 25:8 He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears 

from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: 

for the LORD hath spoken it. 

 Isa 26:9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will 

I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world 

will learn.  

 

For the nation of Israel and Nations of the world, there shall be a purging of the earth. It is only 

after this reset, that there will be peace. All of this is controlled by God and culminates in Christ. 

 

NOW WHAT? 

 

As then, so also now. We shall go through a tribulation, an exile, a judgment BEFORE we are at 

rest. God shall destroy what is, before He establishes what will be. 

Remember our last study in Isaiah 11? From the clear cut forest of Isa. 10:33, 34 shall come a 

shoot and a branch.  

 This coming BRANCH shall be a righteous ruler (Isa. 11:1-5).  

 This coming BRANCH shall reverse the curse and restore the garden (Isa. 11:6-9).  

 And this coming BRANCH shall rule the nations (Isa. 11:10-16). 

 

What is the word we are left with in this section? 

 Isaiah 26:20-21 
20 Come, my people, enter into your rooms and close your doors behind you; Hide for a 

little while Until indignation runs its course. 21 For behold, the LORD is about to come 

out from His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; And the earth 

will reveal her bloodshed and will no longer cover her slain. 

 

When Jesus comes, it will be a horrible day of reckoning for the unbelieving and rebellious. 

But when Jesus comes, it will be a day of great celebration and joy FOR HIS PEOPLE. 

 

Like Israel, so also now, the question is “are you ready for the great and terrible day of the 

LORD?”  

 

Listen to how Isaiah states this in Isaiah 25:6-9. 

 

 6 The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain; A 

banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, And refined, aged wine. 7 And on this 

mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, Even the veil which 

is stretched over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord GOD 

will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from 

all the earth; For the LORD has spoken. 9 And it will be said in that day, "Behold, this is 
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our God for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is the LORD for whom 

we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation." 

 

Friends, are you ready? For just a moment, hear the Spirit’s voice and listen to the simplicity of 

the invitation. Stop the white noise. Set aside all of your earthly concerns and distractions and 

listen to what the Spirit says. Come. Come to Jesus. Acknowledge that you cannot save yourself. 

That you are a rebel against God. Come and say yes to God. 

 

Right now there might be someone who you love who does not believe. Right now ask God to 

touch their hearts and minds so that they would see their wickedness and His righteousness and 

believe in Him. Pray for them right now. 

 

LET US PRAY 

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_notification  
2 https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-
d&q=first+their+soar+and+then+they%27re+sweet#imgrc=GpEmKPlLDyTL1M  
3 https://www.mondelezinternational.com/Our-Brands/Sour-Patch-Kids  
4 https://netbible.org/bible/Isaiah+13  
5 https://hebrewwordlessons.com/2019/11/10/massa-the-burden-of-bad-news/  
6 https://hebrewwordlessons.com/2019/11/10/massa-the-burden-of-bad-news/  
7 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-day-of-the-lord/  
8 https://www.ancientreplicas.com/trodden-under-foot.html  
9 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/psalm-110/  
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