
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In 

an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the 

congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be 

found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: September 18, 2022 
Title: In That Day 
Text: Isaiah 11 
Theme:  In that day, God will destroy His enemies, install His king, restore His people, and 

reclaim His land. 
 
Introduction: 
 
“It’s just beyond the bend in the road.” Recently, I just walked around Lake Geneva. The Lake 
Geneva Shoreline is a popular walking path. It is approximately 20 miles around the Lake. One 
of the difficult parts of the lake is the tilt and the up and down. In addition, it is made up of bays. 
Seldom can you see where you are because of the various bays. What you see isn’t necessarily 
where you are going. Where you are going is just beyond the next bend. Well, Isaiah’s words to 
the nation and nations is much like the shoreline of Lake Geneva. What you see isn’t necessarily 
where you are going. Where you are going is just beyond the next bend. 
 
As we travel in this life, we often cannot see where we are going. In fact, the way is often obscure, 
dark, and uneven. We see a shoreline, but it isn’t the end. Let me tell you about the end. 
 
Over the last several weeks we have studied Isaiah 7, 9 and now 11. We know the historical 

context was bad. We also know those without the hope of God live in a dark, deep, and anxious 

existence. We also know that hope in God brings light. We know we hope in God as the one 

who will destroy the enemy and deliver the people. This passage in Isaiah 11 feeds this hope. 

Thus, let us look at this passage and leave hoping in JESUS. 

 

The reality of the immediate outweighs and eclipses whatever the future hope paints. And yet, 

“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). Thus, 

by faith we believe the picture of promise painted by God for His people even as their world 

crumbles and melts around them. 

 

Let us begin. 

 

Isaiah uses the phrase “in that day” forty-three times. It occurs nine times in the BOOK OF 

IMMANUEL (7:18, 21, 23; 10:20, 27; 11:10, 11; 12:1, 4). 

 

READ CHAP. 7 

 Isa 7:18 In that day the LORD will whistle for the fly that is in the remotest part of the 

rivers of Egypt and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 

 Isa 7:20 In that day the Lord will shave with a razor, hired from regions beyond the 

Euphrates (that is, with the king of Assyria), the head and the hair of the legs; and it will 

also remove the beard. 

 Isa 7:21 Now in that day a man may keep alive a heifer and a pair of sheep; 
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 Isa 7:23 And it will come about in that day, that every place where there used to be a 

thousand vines, valued at a thousand shekels of silver, will become briars and thorns. 

 Isa 10:20, 27; 11:10; 12:4 

 

One of the questions confronting us is, “Is that day spoken by the prophet, this day?” 

 

Isaiah continues to paint a picture of future hope. Again, he speaks to a pressed and distressed 

people and yet in the midst of this cauldron of chaos, he speaks words of hope, healing, and 

wholeness. What does he say? 

 

THE STRUCTURE: 

  

To understand our passage [chap. 11], we must read the previous passage [chap. 10]. 

 

God will cut down all the tall [proud] trees 

 
15 Shall the axe boast over him who hews with it, 
    or the saw magnify itself against him who wields it? 
As if a rod should wield him who lifts it, 
    or as if a staff should lift him who is not wood! 
16 Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts 
    will send wasting sickness among his stout warriors, 
and under his glory a burning will be kindled, 
    like the burning of fire. 
17 The light of Israel will become a fire, 
    and his Holy One a flame, 
and it will burn and devour 
    his thorns and briers in one day. 
18 The glory of his forest and of his fruitful land 
    the LORD will destroy, both soul and body, 
    and it will be as when a sick man wastes away. 
19 The remnant of the trees of his forest will be so few 
    that a child can write them down. 
 
33 Behold, the Lord GOD of hosts 
    will lop the boughs with terrifying power; 
the great in height will be hewn down, 
    and the lofty will be brought low. 
34 He will cut down the thickets of the forest with an axe, 
    and Lebanon will fall by the Majestic One. 
 

From out of Judah’s disobedience, rebellion, and exile will come the fulfillment of the Seed 

Promise. In the midst of the clear-cut forest, a shoot springs and a branch will bear fruit. Notice 
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three descriptions of this branch. This three-fold description follows the three-fold promise to 

Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3. 

 

I. The Branch from the Root shall be a Righteousness Ruler (vv. 1-5 [the Seed; The Majestic 

One, 10:34]) 

 

 1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear 

fruit.  

 

“We have been carefully observing the progression of the messianic hope in Isaiah 2:1-4; 4:1-6; 

7:14; 8:24; 9:1-6, and now it comes to full bloom in chapter eleven. In verse one, a descendent of 

David will reign in righteousness. He will fulfill all these promises and many more in His 

character and mission.”1 

 

A. The Branch’s Lineage (v. 1) 

 

This word for stem occurs only twice in Isaiah (11:1; 40:24). The word “branch” occurs three 

times (11:1; 14:19; 60:21). The line of Jesus is easily traceable either from the Old Testament or 

from the New. 

 

This shoot comes from Jesse’s line. 

 Isa 11:10 Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand as a 

signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 

 

JESSE 

 Ru 4:17 The neighbor women gave him a name, saying, "A son has been born to Naomi!" 

So they named him Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

 Ru 4:22 and to Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, David. 

 1Sa 16:10 Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, 

"The LORD has not chosen these." 

 1Sa 16:11 And Samuel said to Jesse, "Are these all the children?" And he said, "There 

remains yet the youngest, and behold, he is tending the sheep." Then Samuel said to Jesse, 

"Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." 

 Mt 1:6 Jesse was the father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by 

Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah. 

 

This “shoot” is the “branch.” 

 

THE BRANCH 

 Isa. 4:2 In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit 

of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel. 
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 Isaiah 53:1-3 
1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; 

He has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that 

we should be attracted to Him. 3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows 

and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, 

and we did not esteem Him. 

 

 Jere. 23:5-8 
5 "Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and 

righteousness in the land. 6 "In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell 

securely; And this is His name by which He will be called, 'The LORD our righteousness.' 
7 "Therefore behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "when they will no longer 

say, 'As the LORD lives, who brought up the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt,' 8 but, 

'As the LORD lives, who brought up and led back the descendants of the household of 

Israel from the north land and from all the countries where I had driven them.' Then they 

will live on their own soil." 

 

 Zechariah 3: 8-10 
8 'Now listen, Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who are sitting in front of you-

-indeed they are men who are a symbol, for behold, I am going to bring in My servant 

the Branch. 9 'For behold, the stone that I have set before Joshua; on one stone are seven 

eyes. Behold, I will engrave an inscription on it,' declares the LORD of hosts, 'and I will 

remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 10 'In that day,' declares the LORD of hosts, 

'every one of you will invite his neighbor to sit under his vine and under his fig tree.'" 

 

Let us notice further descriptions of this branch. 

 

B. The Branch’s Anointing (vv. 2-5) 

  

 2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The 

spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And 

He will delight in the fear of the LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor 

make a decision by what His ears hear; 4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, 

And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with 

the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 Also 

righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His waist. 
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1. He will have Yahweh’s Spirit (v.2) 

 

This same action occurs at the baptism of Jesus and the descending of the Holy Spirit in the form 

of a dove (Matt. 3:16; John 1:32, 33). 

 

2. He will delight in Yahweh (v.3a; see also Heb. 10:7, 9) 

 

3. He will bring Yahweh’s justice (vv. 3b-5; cf. John 7:24, 1 Kings 3:9) 

 

 John 5:22, 26, 27 
22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 26 

"For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in 

Himself; 27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of 

Man. 

 John 7:24 "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment." 

 

There will be no mistake made in the Day of Judgment. The outcome of that judgment shall be 

blameless and perfect.  

 

Notice the second powerful descriptive in our passage. 

 

II. The Branch from the Root shall Renew Creation (vv. 6-9 [the Land; The Restored 

Garden]) 

 

 6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young 

goat, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead 

them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, Their young will lie down together, And the 

lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And 

the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy in 

all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the 

waters cover the sea. 

 

This is perhaps one of the most known and beautiful depictions of “heaven” in the Bible. Notice 

how verses 1-9 are indented. The indentation suggests it isn’t prose, but poetry. As poetry, it 

uses symbolism. As symbolism, it does not necessitate it being literal. The literalness of the 

passage isn’t its point. The point of this passage is two-fold. 

 

A. He shall Reverse the Curse (vv. 6-8) 

 

The consequences of the fall shall be reversed. The predator nature of animals will be gone. The 

predator instinct is a consequence of the fall. If there were no sin, there would be no predators. 
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This image tells us the Garden in Eden shall be restored. 

 

B. He shall Restore the Garden (v. 9) 

 

God’s purpose for creating will come to pass. The curse shall be reversed and the Garden shall 

be restored. 

 

III. The Branch from the Root shall Rule the Nations (The Blessing; vv. 10-16) 

 

 10 Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal 

for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 11 Then it will happen on that day 

that the Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand The remnant of His 

people, who will remain, From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, 

And from the islands of the sea. 12 And He will lift up a standard for the nations And 

assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will gather the dispersed of Judah From the 

four corners of the earth.  

 

A. The Nations Seek after Him (v. 10) 

 

Jesus is the insignia. He is a signal inviting people and the banner under whom His people 

gather. 

 

The word “seek” or “resort” occurs 13 times in Isaiah, four of those occurrences are in chapters 

1-12 [1:17; 8:19; 9:13; 11:10). 

 

The idea is similar where Jesus says, 32 "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 

to Myself." 33 But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die” (John 

12:32, 33) 

 

Jesus, in His death, burial, resurrection, and ascension, invites humanity to come to Him. 

 

B. The Remnant Returns to Him (vv. 11-12) 

 

God’s faithfulness to the Jew first becomes evident in the number of Jews from the 12 Tribes 

who have been saved since the life and death of Jesus their MESSIAH. We have seen the pattern 

repeated up to Jesus and we see it repeating itself in fulfillment since Jesus. 

 

C. The Enemy Defeated by Him (vv. 13-15) 

 

 13 Then the jealousy of Ephraim will depart, And those who harass Judah will be cut off; 

Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, And Judah will not harass Ephraim. 14 They will 

swoop down on the slopes of the Philistines on the west; Together they will plunder the 



 

7 

sons of the east; They will possess Edom and Moab, And the sons of Ammon will be 

subject to them. 15 And the LORD will utterly destroy The tongue of the Sea of Egypt; 

And He will wave His hand over the River With His scorching wind; And He will strike 

it into seven streams And make men walk over dry-shod.  

 

It is important to remember the conflict present in chapter 7 where Syria and Ephraim are 

pressing Judah to join their coalition against Assyria and Judah’s alliance with Assyria. 

 

The day is coming when the divided monarchy shall be reunited and there will be only one 

people of God. 

 

D. The Pathway Cleared toward Him (v. 16) 

 

 16 And there will be a highway from Assyria For the remnant of His people who will be 

left, Just as there was for Israel In the day that they came up out of the land of Egypt. 

 

Wow, what an incredible promise. Just as God did with the Exodus from Egypt, so shall there 

be another Exodus from Assyria! 
 

 Isa 11:16 And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left, 

from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt. 

 Isa 19:23 In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian 

shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with 

the Assyrians. 

 Isa 40:3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 Isa 49:11 And I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways shall be exalted. 

 Isa 62:10 ¶ Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, 

cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the people. 
 

Luke cites Isaiah 40 as fulfilled in John the Baptist. 
 

 Luke 3:4 as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, "THE VOICE OF 

ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, 

MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. 5 'EVERY RAVINE WILL BE FILLED, AND EVERY 

MOUNTAIN AND HILL WILL BE BROUGHT LOW; THE CROOKED WILL BECOME 

STRAIGHT, AND THE ROUGH ROADS SMOOTH; 6 AND ALL FLESH WILL SEE THE 

SALVATION OF GOD.'" 
 

The Highway for His people to return to Him is prepared by John the Baptist. 
 

The structure of this passage speaks to the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT given to ABRAHAM in 

Genesis 12:1-3. We read of a SEED, LAND, and a BLESSING. All of this is reiterated here. 
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NOW WHAT? 

 

As we read this passage, can we from the structure of this section (7-12), point to Jesus? Friends, 

there is nothing here BUT Jesus! Is this fanciful thinking or is it true? 

 

Who is this BRANCH from the ROOT of JESSE? 

 

The NEW TESTAMENT references this passage.  

 

 Rom. 15:12 Again Isaiah says, "THERE SHALL COME THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND HE 

WHO ARISES TO RULE OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM SHALL THE GENTILES 

HOPE." 

 Rev. 5:5 and one of the elders *said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven 

seals." 

 Rev. 22:16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I 

am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star." 

 

Romans 15 The Hebrew Scripture [NASB] 

 5 Now may the God who gives perseverance 
and encouragement grant you to be of the 
same mind with one another according to 
Christ Jesus, 

 

 6 so that with one accord you may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

 

 7 Therefore, accept one another, just as 
Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 

 

 8 For I say that Christ has become a servant 
to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of 
God to confirm the promises given to the 
fathers, 

 

 9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His 
mercy; as it is written, "THEREFORE I WILL 
GIVE PRAISE TO YOU AMONG THE 
GENTILES, AND I WILL SING TO YOUR 
NAME." 

Psalm 18:48-50 
48 He delivers me from my enemies; Surely 
You lift me above those who rise up against 
me; You rescue me from the violent man.  49 
Therefore I will give thanks to You among 
the nations, O LORD, And I will sing praises 
to Your name. 50 He gives great deliverance 
to His king, And shows lovingkindness to His 
anointed, To David and his descendants 
forever. 
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 10 Again he says, "REJOICE, O GENTILES, 
WITH HIS PEOPLE." 

Deut. 32:43 "Rejoice, O nations, with His 
people; For He will avenge the blood of His 
servants, And will render vengeance on His 
adversaries, And will atone for His land and 
His people." 

 11 And again, "PRAISE THE LORD ALL 
YOU GENTILES, AND LET ALL THE 
PEOPLES PRAISE HIM." 

Psalm 117:1 Praise the LORD, all nations; 
Laud Him, all peoples! 2 For His 
lovingkindness is great toward us, And the 
truth of the LORD is everlasting. Praise the 
LORD! 

 12 Again Isaiah says, "THERE SHALL COME 
THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND HE WHO 
ARISES TO RULE OVER THE GENTILES, 
IN HIM SHALL THE GENTILES HOPE." 

Isaiah 1:1 Then a shoot will spring from the 
stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will 
bear fruit. 10 Then in that day The nations will 
resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a 
signal for the peoples; And His resting place 
will be glorious. 

 13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, so that you will 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 

 

The Apostle Paul quotes multiple “Old” Testament passages. Each speaks of defeating the 

enemy and delivering the people. Notice verses 6, 7 and 13. There is HOPE because of the ROOT.  

Jesus is the Root who conquers His enemies and captures His people.  

 

This truth isn’t “Pie in the sky in the sweet by and by.” This is our truth. It is our reality. It is 

happening now in faith shadow, but will become our sight substance in the very near future. 

“Our Lord taught us to pray this way, “Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). 

 

The nation of Israel is promised something they cannot imagine as true. They must simply 

believe the promise. 

 

APPLICATION (US/NOW):  

 

We are not living in denial of the tragedy and brokenness and corruption of our circumstances, 

but rather co-existing in all of this brokenness, we believe God is ruling over and running all of 

it. The passage isn’t asking us to believe something that isn’t true, but to actually believe what 

is true. The righteous ruler is renewing His creation and ruling over the nations. He is gathering 

people from every tribe, tongue, people, and nations right now.   

 

This branch/king has come and will return in the future.  And when He does come a second 

time, every aspect of the promise will find its ultimate fulfillment and completion. Just like 
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those in Isaiah’s time, we are awaiting in eager expectation for THE king who will rule and reign 

with justice and mercy.  That king is reigning now and will return to right all wrongs and make 

all things new. 

 

THUS, what do we say to those who are experiencing loss and absence right now? Do not grieve 

as those who have no hope for if we believe in Jesus . . .  

 

Right now, God is working, He is with you, and He will bring you home. This is the true reality 

and message of this incarnation. 

 

LET US PRAY. 

 

1 http://www.abideinchrist.com/messages/isa11v1.html  

                                                           


