
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  September 11, 2022 

Title:  “When the LORD whistles” 

Text:  Isaiah 9:8-10:34 

Theme: God’s anger against sin shall have an end. 

 

Introduction: 

As a child, I learned to whistle. Not just whistle but also whistle songs and to use the whistle to 

call out to people [example], to grab their attention.  

 

Twice in the Book of Isaiah, the LORD whistles [sharaq]. And both are calling pagan nations to 

come and carry out His anger on the people of God. 

 

 Isa 5:26 And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will whistle unto them 

from the end of the earth: and, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly: 

 Isa 7:18 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall whistle for the fly 

that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of 

Assyria. 

 

The word occurs 12 times in the Old Testament. Mostly with people “hissing” over a scene of 

tragedy. The sound occurs when we suck our breath in over our teeth at a horrific sight.  

 

The only other time the word occurs as a signal or whistle is Zechariah 10:8 when He calls His 

people back from captivity. 

 

 5 “They will be as mighty men, treading down the enemy in the mire of the streets in 

battle; And they will fight, for the LORD will be with them; And the riders on horses will 

be put to shame. 6 I will strengthen the house of Judah, And I will save the house of 

Joseph, And I will bring them back, Because I have had compassion on them; And they 

will be as though I had not rejected them, For I am the LORD their God and I will answer 

them. 7 Ephraim will be like a mighty man, and their heart will be glad as if from wine; 

Indeed, their children will see it and be glad, Their heart will rejoice in the LORD. 8 I will 

whistle for them to gather them together, For I have redeemed them; And they will be 

as numerous as they were before. 9 When I scatter them among the peoples, they will 

remember Me in far countries, and they with their children will live and come back. 10 I 

will bring them back from the land of Egypt and gather them from Assyria; And I will 

bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon Until no room can be found for them. 11 

And He will pass through the sea of distress and strike the waves in the sea, So that all 

the depths of the Nile will dry up; And the pride of Assyria will be brought down And 

the scepter of Egypt will depart. 12 And I will strengthen them in the LORD, And in His 

name they will walk,” declares the LORD. 
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In Isaiah, He whistles or calls in “the rod of His anger.” In Zechariah, He whistles to regather 

the scattered people of God. 

 

In Isaiah 9:8-10:34 a new section opens up, but still retains the previous section’s thoughts and 

feeds the next section (11:1-12:6). 

 

Let us initially note the audience addressed.  

 

Literary Context: 

• Chapters 1-6 deal with Judah and Jerusalem (2:1; 3:1, 8; 5:3) 

• Chapters 7-12 deal with Ephraim [Israel] and Samaria [preponderance of occurrence] 

• Chapters 13-27 deal with the surrounding NATIONS. 

 

Observations 
1. Structurally, we can see the same kind of geographical spread as Acts 1:8. 
2. The end of 8 contrasts with the beginning of 9. 
3. There is a logical and intentional progression from 7:14 to 8:18 to 9:6. 
4. There is a concentration of Ephraim is Samaria in this section (Samaria 7:9; 8:4; 9:9; 10:9, 

10, 11 [36:19] Ephraim 7:2, 5, 8, 9, 128:1, 37; 9:9, 21; 11:13). Their occurrence happens once 
or twice after this. 

5. The end of 10 contrasts with the beginning of 11. 

6. 9:8 and 9 pick up the judgment on Ephraim and Samaria 
7. This “section” [1-6 and 7-12] ends with a Song of Celebration. 
8. There is an emphasis on God’s anger.  
9. The anger of God shall be spent. It will finish its course (10:12, 23).  
10. 5:8-30 [vv. 8-25; 26-30] are repeated in 9:8-10:4 and 10:5-19; judgment on the Nation and 

the instrument of this judgment is Assyria. 
 

There is a primary and dominate “flavor” to this section that really draws out its emphasis and 

intent. 

 

Recently, I gave up drinking coffee on a daily basis. Because I am a creature of habit, I replaced 

it with a roasted grain beverage made up of barley, chicory and rye. I know what you are 

thinking and you are absolutely right! However, I also mix it with almond milk, collagen 

powder, cocoa powder, turmeric, ginger, Himalayan sea salt, coconut oil, butter, cinnamon and 

to sweeten the swallow, stevia. I pour hot water into it, blend it and drink it. I’m not sure what 

to tell you other than it tastes like sweeten “mud.” That concoction has no dominate flavor. It is 

just a hodge-podge of crazy. You pick up ‘tones’ of flavors, but no one ‘flavor’ dominates.  

 

That brings us to our passage. The prophet doesn’t bring anything we do not know to the text. 

But what he does do is elevate a primary idea through a repeating pattern. 
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“This section (Isaiah 9:8-10:4) is in four parts, each part concluding with "For all this His anger 

is not turned away, but His hand (of judgment) is stretched out still." Some have called this 

section, "The Speech of the Outstretched Hand."”1 

 

Now, based on this repeating pattern, let us unpack and consider our passage. God’s anger is 

aroused and His wrath is displayed, why? Because the LAW has been broken. 

 

Thus, we begin with the LAW. 

 

Outline: 

 

I. First, the LAW has been violated and the LORD has been rejected (5:24).  

 

All of chapters 1-5 speak to the Nation’s collective rebellion. We read of their rebellion in the 

multiplicity of the word “woe” [3:9, 11; 5:8, 11, 18, 20, 21, 22; 10:1]. 

 

 The conditions of the VASSAL TREATY have been unmet. As a consequence, the people 

of God shall go into Exile.  

 Isaiah 1:2 and Deuteronomy 32:1 are in parallel. Isaiah invokes the curses of 

Deuteronomy 32 on the Nation. 

 One of our ongoing problems with the LAW is understanding its role to the NATION OF 

ISRAEL, to JESUS, and finally, to us as New Testament Christians. 

 

A. First, to Israel.  
 

 You could keep the LAW and not believe in God.  

 But you could not believe in God and NOT KEEP THE LAW. 

 Thus, you could keep the LAW and still go to HELL. 

 But you cannot believe in God and go to HELL. 

a. Thus, the overwhelming bulk of the OLD TESTAMENT IMPERATIVES in the 

LAW are matters of the horizontal. They are all relational commands. For example, 

1:16, 17 or 5:8-23, the six woes. If an Israelite kept all of it and did not believe in 

GOD [which was possible, although imperfect], they would still go to hell.  

b. The LAW imperatives are not the gospel. Doing the right thing toward others is 

not the gospel. The “good” is the fruit of the gospel. But it is NOT the gospel. 

 There is only ONE IMPERATIVE that would get them into “heaven” and that was to 

TRUST IN THE LORD. That ONE IMPERATIVE sounds like. 

a. “Come now, ‘let us reason together’ (1:18) 

b. “Be careful, be quiet, do not fear” (7:4) 

c. “If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all” (7:9) 

d. “Behold, God is my salvation: I will trust, and will not be afraid” (12:2) 

i. This idea carries throughout the Book of Isaiah. 
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B. Second, to JESUS 

 

 Jesus operates on multiple levels and areas.  

 One of the areas is His relationship to the LAW. Jesus came to fulfill all of the LAW (Matt. 

5:17, 18). 

 JESUS did what the NATION could not do. He kept the LAW perfectly. Just as Adam 

represented humanity, so also JESUS represented the Nation. He did for them what they 

could not do for themselves.  

 As a consequence of His obedience in the Nation’s behalf, they would enjoy its blessings 

and avoid all of its curses (Rom. 8:1-4). 

 He did this as the fulfillment of the SEED PROMISE; the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT of 

Gen. 3:15 and 12:1-3. 

 

C. Finally, to New Testament Christians 

 

 As those who have been grafted into the one people of God, the believing remnant (Rom. 

9), what is said for the Nation is equally and also said for us. 

 JESUS does for us what we could not do for ourselves. 

 He has kept the LAW PERFECTLY, thus enabling all who are IN HIM to enjoy forever 

the blessings of an unbroken LAW. 

 As NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIANS, we do not look to the LAW for the measurement 

of obedience nor are we to conform to that LAW. The Holy Spirit given to us, works in 

us and through us the very righteousness the LAW demanded. HALLELUJAH! 

 It is ridiculous and tragic to preach moral imperatives as the gospel. Moral imperatives 

are the fruit of the gospel, but not the gospel. 

 

As a consequence of this broken LAW, the justice of God is violated, the anger of God is aroused 

and the wrath of God is displayed. 

 

II. Second, the ANGER of the LORD has been AROUSED (5:25; 9:12, 17, 21; 10:4) 
 

Each section speaks to some form of His anger toward the nation of Israel. 
 

The LORD’S wrath or anger is a response to sin. It is not an intrinsic attribute of God. It isn’t 

necessary to His being. He is not a hot smoldering mess of anger. His anger doesn’t simmer 

under the surface just waiting to explode. It is sin that excites the wrath of God. Without sin, 

there is no wrath. 
 

“God’s wrath is a reaction of His holiness when confronted with sin. At any point in time, God 

is in full control of his emotions. His wrath is ultimately averted by Jesus dying for the sins of 

the world on the cross at Golgotha.” 
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When God begins to display His righteous and blameless anger against sin through wrath, it 

will carry forward until it is satisfied.  

 

Once the sin of man activates the anger of God showing itself through wrath, it cannot be 

stopped until the offense has been satisfied, or placated, or propitiated. The Passover at the 

Exodus speaks to this same idea. The death angel passes over when he sees the blood. The blood 

propitiates the justice of God and stops the wrath of God. The blood answers the justice of God, 

even if imperfectly in the Old Testament.  

 

Notice Romans 3:21-26. I do not desire to get too far ahead of ourselves, but JESUS meets the 

demands of the offense and placates the anger of God and stops the wrath of God. 

HALLELUJAH! 

 

 Romans 3:21-26 
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although 
the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness 
at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus.  

 

Ultimately, Jesus satisfies the justice of God, thus changing the anger of God and stopping the 

wrath of God.  

 

This walks us into the third part of our study. 

 

III. Third, the LORD uses PAGAN NATIONS to carry out His purposes (10:5-19). 

 

Assyria is identified as “the rod of my anger.” Assyria as a rod is spoken of in Isaiah 14:29. 

 

God shall use Assyria to punish the Ten Northern Tribes, but will also punish Assyria. This idea 

reoccurs in Isaiah. Notice Isaiah 13:1-5, 17-19. God brings in nations to punish nations. 

 
“Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger: In the previous section (Isaiah 7:1 through 10:4), the 
LORD revealed that He would use Assyria as an instrument of judgment against Syria, Israel, 
and Judah. But what about Assyria? Weren’t they even more wicked than Syria, Israel, or Judah? 
Yes, the Assyrians were wicked; yet the LORD could use them as the rod of My anger. At the 
same time, none of this excused Assyria, so the LORD says, “woe to Assyria.”2 
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“A similar shift in the object of divine judgment occurred in the case of the Babylonians. God 
raised up the Babylonian armies between 605 and 686 B.C. to punish Judah (Habakkuk 1:6-11), 
and then He announced judgment on Babylon (Habakkuk 2:6-17; Isaiah 14:5).” (Wolf) 
 
Isaiah is clear. God may do what He wants with what is His and when He does it, He is always 
right. 
 

Listen to how graphically the LORD speaks of surrounding Nations in Isaiah 40:12-17. 

 

 Isaiah 40:12-17 
12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, and marked off the heavens 

by the span, and calculated the dust of the earth by the measure, and weighed the 

mountains in a balance and the hills in a pair of scales? 13 Who has directed the Spirit of 

the LORD, Or as His counselor has informed Him? 14 With whom did He consult and 

who gave Him understanding? And who taught Him in the path of justice and taught 

Him knowledge and informed Him of the way of understanding? 15 Behold, the nations 

are like a drop from a bucket, and are regarded as a speck of dust on the scales; Behold, 

He lifts up the islands like fine dust. 16 Even Lebanon is not enough to burn, Nor its 

beasts enough for a burnt offering. 17 All the nations are as nothing before Him, they 

are regarded by Him as less than nothing and meaningless. 

 

Remember what He said of Syria and Ephraim to King Ahaz in Isaiah 7:4? 

 

 4 and say to him, 'Take care and be calm, have no fear and do not be fainthearted because 

of these two stubs of smoldering firebrands, on account of the fierce anger of Rezin and 

Aram and the son of Remaliah. 

 

God moves nations as a chess master moves their pieces. In fact, God gave Judah into the hands 

of Syria and Israel. Notice 2 Chronicles 28:8-11. 

 

 8 The sons of Israel carried away captive of their brethren 200,000 women, sons and 

daughters; and they took also a great deal of spoil from them, and brought the spoil to 

Samaria. 9 But a prophet of the LORD was there, whose name was Oded; and he went out 

to meet the army which came to Samaria and said to them, "Behold, because the LORD, 

the God of your fathers, was angry with Judah, He has delivered them into your hand, 

and you have slain them in a rage which has even reached heaven.  10 Now you are 

proposing to subjugate for yourselves the people of Judah and Jerusalem for male and 

female slaves. Surely, do you not have transgressions of your own against the LORD your 

God?  11 Now therefore, listen to me and return the captives whom you captured from 

your brothers, for the burning anger of the LORD is against you." 
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God demanded the Israelites return the captured Judeans or God would punish them! God is 

the one who controls the movement of nations. Nations rise up against nations because God 

orders it. And yet, God still holds those in charge responsible. 

 

Remember when King Nebuchadnezzar was sent out into the fields as a consequence of his 

arrogant assault against God. Remember his conclusion? 
 

 Daniel 4:35 "All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does 

according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And 

no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What have You done?' 
 

Do we not remember Romans 9:20 and 21 concerning the choosing of some over others? 
 

 Romans 9:20, 21 
20 On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The thing molded 

will not say to the molder, "Why did you make me like this," will it? 21 Or does not the 

potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable 

use and another for common use? 
 

We might not like the supposed consequences of God’s wise and loving acts, but who are we to 

charge God with wrong? What makes you think your reason overrides His? This can seem 

offensive to us, but God may do what He wants with what is His and when He does it, He is 

always right. 
 

Ultimately, God shall use pagan nations to punish His Son who bears the full wrath of God 

against sin in our behalf! This makes no earthly sense! 
 

God used pagan nations to accomplish His purpose with His people. Thankfully, our study is 

not without hope.  

 

IV. Fourth, there is an END to this TERRIFYING work of the LORD (10:12, 23). 
 

 12 When the Lord has finished all his work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, he will 

punish the speech of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the boastful look in his 

eyes. 

 23 For the Lord GOD of hosts will make a full end, as decreed, in the midst of all the earth. 
 

Notice how there appears to be a contrasting statement with the previous four stanzas. A day is 

coming when the wrath of God against the sinner shall be spent and the people of God shall be 

rescued and the enemies of God shall be destroyed (10:23-34). 

 

 25 For in a very little while my fury will come to an end, and my anger will be directed to 

their destruction. 
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The judgment of God on the Ten Northern Tribes shall have an end. 

 

Seven times the word “terrify” occurs in Isaiah. It occurs five times in our section (2:19, 21; 8:12, 

13; 10:33). The anger of God expressed through the wrath of God is terrifying. What that looks 

like is far-reaching and utter devastation. We saw this repeatedly in our study of Revelation.  

 

In their historical setting, God shall use Assyria and Babylon to punish His people. They [those 

nations], in turn shall be punished, and the true Israel of God shall one day return to their land 

(10:23-34). But that story still has a final chapter.  

 

The historical story of Israel, her exile, and future return, picture and foreshadow the fuller story 

finding its completion in JESUS. 

 

NOW WHAT? [Shepherding God’s Sheep] 

 

 First, unlike the Old Testament Nation, Jesus can and does DO, what they never could 

nor did DO. He kept the LAW perfectly. As Israel’s representative, He keeps for the 

Nation the demands of the LAW. In His life and death, all the provisions for blessing 

reception are now in place. 

 Second, unlike the Old Testament sacrificial system, Jesus permanently and completely 

satisfies the justice of God thus placating the anger of God and stopping the wrath of 

God. HALLELUJAH! God the Father is satisfied and pleased only and alone in the life 

and death of His Son. Nothing else and no one else can do what He has done for His 

people in the vertical. No amount of obedience or good behavior or selfless living can do 

for you what can only be done by Jesus. 

 Third, for those who accept the Son’s work in their behalf, the terrifying work of God 

against them is finished. But for those who reject the Son, this wrath is still future and 

awaits fulfillment at the Second Coming of Jesus. 
 

“Friends, I give you the world's final and greatest King, the King to end all kings, whose 
kingdom and peace will never stop expanding. I give you the Rescuer that we all need. I give 
you the Leader that we all long for. I give you the answer to the heart's great questions. I give 
you Jesus!”3 
 

What will you do with JESUS? 
 

LET US PRAY 
 

1 https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-10/  
2 https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-10/  
3 https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/sermon-christmas-character-savior-isaiah-9  

                                                           


