
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In 

an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the 

congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be 

found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 28, 2022 
Title:  I Have Seen the King - The Seventh Woe 
Text:  Isaiah 6 
 
Summary: While the nation rejects their King and lives in rebellion, one man responds in 

repentance and humility. He is commissioned by the King with a sobering message for the 

nation. 

 

Emphasis: Isaiah responds to YHWH how the nation should respond, yet refuses. A message of 

hardening, judgment, and hope will mark Isaiah’s ministry to the nation.1 

 
Introduction: 
 
Unfortunately, we have read Isaiah 6 as if we are playing “twister” with the text looking for 
“right leg blue” placement. This passage does not speak to our evangelism [apathy] or modern-
day mission volunteerism. This passage was for the prophet and the people to whom he 
ministered. It is for us, but only as it points us to Jesus. 
 
There is an intentional contrast between the response of the Prophet and that of the people. 
Isaiah saw himself for what he was before a holy God. The people fashioned gods in their own 
image and twisted truth to make evil good and good evil. This passage speaks to that end. 
 
The first six chapters set the stage for the entire book. The pictures of the people and of God 
hold all the way through. 
 
Prior to Isaiah 6, Isaiah the prophet was a court prophet. Tradition suggests Isaiah was a cousin 
to King Uzziah. King Uzziah had a prosperous reign, but died a leper. No doubt, Isaiah had a 
conflict of interest in that he was a member of the “court” but would repudiate the actions of his 
cousin. Uzziah’s son, Jotham, like his father was a good king and enabled the people to prosper 
even though there was a spiritual darkness harbored in their hearts. 
 
Context matters. Assyria encroaches on the Ten Northern Tribes. The good King Uzziah dies 
and the Chosen Nation lies in the spiritual ash produced by their obstinate rebellion against 
God. In the midst of this, God gives Isaiah an unprecedented vision. 
 

 Notice the setting (v. 1 “throne”) 

 Notice the sight (v. 2 “seraphim”) 

 Notice the sound (vv. 3, 4 “holy, holy, holy”) 

 Notice his confession (v. 5 “Woe is me”) 

 Notice his cleansing (vv. 6, 7 “guilt taken away”) 

 Notice his commitment (v. 8 “here am I”) 

 Notice his consternation (vv. 9-13) “how long”) 
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In all of this, Isaiah sees God. There are eight statements about God that would sustain him 
during his long and troubling ministry. 
 
Outline: 
 
In the midst of a nation fading from what it was to becoming enslaved and displaced, God drops 
in.  
 
Here are eight revelations of God that transform those who have eyes to see and ears to hear. 
 

I.  God is Alive (v. 1a) 

 

Uzziah is dead, but God lives on. Again, a picture of contrasts. The king is dead, long live the 

king!  

 

 Ps. 90:2 says Before the mountains were born, before You gave birth to the earth and the 

world, from eternity to eternity, You are God.  

 

“God was the living God when this universe exploded into existence. He was the living God 

when Socrates drank his poison. He was the living God when William Bradford governed 

Plymouth Colony. He was the living God in 1966 when Thomas Altizer proclaimed Him dead 

and Time magazine put it on the front cover. And He will be living ten trillion ages from now 

when all the puny potshots against His reality will have sunk into oblivion like BB's at the 

bottom of the Pacific Ocean.”2  

 
“’In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the Lord.’ There is not a single head of state in all the 
world who will be there in [100] years. The turnover in world leadership is 100%. In a brief 110 
years this planet will be populated by ten billion brand new people and all six billion of us alive 
today will have vanished off the earth like Uzziah. But not God. He never had a beginning, 
which means He depends on nothing for His existence. He always has been and always will be 
alive.”3 
 

“Isaiah’s recognition of the Lord of hosts as his King connects the death of his human king to 
the very alive and powerfully reigning King of Kings.  Any despair that Isaiah feels upon the 
death of King Uzziah has been replaced by the recognition of his awesome, glorious and eternal 
King and Lord that sits upon the throne of God.”4 
 

In the midst of a dead people, sits a living God. 
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II.  God is Absolute (v. 1b) 

 

"I saw the Lord sitting on a . . . throne." No vision of heaven has ever caught a glimpse of God 

plowing a field, or cutting grass or filling out reports or loading a truck. Heaven is not coming 

apart at the seams, barely holding out against its attackers. God is not having to catch a second 

job to make ends meet. He is never at wits' end with His heavenly realm. And He sits on a 

throne. All is at peace there; He has absolute control.”5  

 
The throne describes His right to rule the world. We do not give God authority over our lives. 
We do not "make Him Lord." He is the Lord, exercising authority whether we like it or not. 
Isaiah's crisis and mine are not beyond the scope of His Lordship.  
 

The throne of His authority is not one among many. It is high and lifted up. "I saw the Lord 

sitting upon a high and lofty throne." That God's throne is higher than every other throne 

signifies God's superior power to exercise His authority. This is the declaration of Scripture 

regarding Him: My plan will take place and I will do all my will." (Isaiah 46:10) "He does what 

He wants with the army of heaven and the inhabitants of the earth. There is no one who can 

hold back His hand . . . " (Daniel 4:35).  

 
There is a throne in heaven, and the LORD God sits upon it as the sovereign ruler of the universe! 
This is the central fact of heaven; that there is an occupied throne in heaven. God does not sit on a 
chair in heaven. Anyone might sit on a chair. But sovereign kings sit on thrones. Judges sit on 
thrones. Those with proper authority and sovereignty sit on thrones.6 
 
This throne reoccurs in Jere. 17:12; Ezek. 1:26; 10:1; and Dan. 7:9. And finally, we see a throne in 
Revelation 5. 
 
Isaiah was not alone in seeing God’s throne. Almost everyone in the Bible who had a vision of 
heaven, was taken to heaven, or wrote about heaven spoke of God’s throne.7 
 

 The prophet Michaiah saw God’s throne (1 Kings 22:19). 
 David saw God’s throne (Psalm 9:4 and 9:7, 11:4). 
 The Sons of Korah saw God’s throne (Psalm 45:6, 47:8). 
 Ethan the Ezrahite saw God’s throne (Psalm 89:14). 
 Jeremiah saw God’s throne (Lamentations 5:19). 
 Ezekiel saw God’s throne (Ezekiel 1:26, 10:1). 

 Daniel saw God’s throne (Daniel 7:9). 
 The Apostle John saw God’s throne (Revelation 4:1-11). In fact, the book of Revelation 

may be called “the book of God’s throne,” because God’s throne is specifically mentioned 
more than 35 times in that book. 

 
The core belief of atheism or anarchy or materialism is that there is no throne; there is no seat of 
authority or power all the universe must answer to. The core belief of humanism is that there is 
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a throne – but man sits upon it. But the Bible makes it clear that there is a throne in heaven, and 
no fallen man sits on the throne, but the Lord GOD is enthroned in heaven.8 
 
We live in a confused world. A world that believes right is wrong and wrong is right. Where 

everything is fluid and everyone is disposable. Where might, wealth, and popularity is true. 

But all of this fails against the God who is absolute. 

 

III. God is Magnificent (v. 1c) 

 

"I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, and His robe filled the temple." We've seen 

paintings of monarchs with the train of their royal robe following a few feet behind them. We've 

seen pictures of brides with trains that stretch over the steps of the platform. What would the 

meaning be if the train filled the aisles and covered the seats and the choir loft?  

 
God's robe fills the entire heavenly temple! His splendor and glory are peerless and beautiful. 
He is marked with dignity, wonderful to behold, and regal in His majesty. 
 

IV.  God is Revered | Worshipped (v. 2) 

 

"Seraphim were standing above Him; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with 

two he covered his feet, and with two he flew."  

 
He is the LORD of Hosts. Often much ado is made of things we do not know and perhaps should 
not know. Such pursuits take us into areas that remove us from God. One is the idea of a 
heavenly council as if God, Himself, has peers. This “council” is nothing more or less than the 
hosts of heaven gathered around His throne of which God asks rhetorical questions. Nothing 
God does is dependent on the response of the created. He speaks and the world trembles, bows, 
and obeys. 
 
“Since launching in December 2021, the powerful James Webb Space Telescope has already 
captured dramatic images of colorful galaxies, stunning nebulae and other breathtaking celestial 
bodies in the distant universe.”9 
 
And yet God, in His glory, eclipses all of creation’s beauty, mystery, and glory. 
 
From the presence of this heavenly host comes a silencing utterance. 
 

V. God is Holy (v. 3a) 

 

"And one called to another: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts..."  
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The very God ness of God means that He is separate from all that is not God, which means that 
God is one of a kind, in a class by Himself. In that sense He is utterly holy . . . which is just 
another way to say, God is God! 
 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts; His glory fills the whole earth." The glory of God is the 
manifestation of His holiness. "God is glorious" means God's holiness has gone public. His glory 
is the open revelation of who He is. 
 
Here is where we will find the fulfillment of His Vision when the earth is covered in the 
knowledge of His glory as the waters cover the sea (Hab. 2:14). Nothing shall escape the all-
pervading glory of God. 
 
Notice also how His holiness accents Isaiah’s sinfulness (v. 5). It is only when we see the holiness 
and glory of God that we encounter the sinfulness and depravity of humanity. Somehow the 
Nation missed this blatant and public display and proclamation and yet Isaiah saw it and cried 
out, “Woe is me.” He did what the nation failed to do. He saw God. 
 

And yet, it is this God who strikes an unconditional covenant with His people. It is this God 

who condescends to save sinners. This God is a gracious God. 

 

VI. God is Gracious (vv. 6, 7) 

 

 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had 

taken from the altar with tongs.  7 He touched my mouth with it and said, "Behold, this 

has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven." 

 

God is faithful to keep His promises to those who believe. Only God can take away our iniquity 

and forgive our sins. This gracious offer is also made to the Nation. 

 

 Isaiah 1:18-20 
18 "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are as 

scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like 

wool. 19 "If you consent and obey, You will eat the best of the land; 20 "But if you refuse 

and rebel, You will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

 

Have you come to Him for this gracious gift? 

 

VII.  God is Just (vv. 8-13a) 

 

Just as the seventh woe is forgivable, so also the preceding six. This statement exposes the 
irrevocable rebellion of the Nation, but hope for the individual. 
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Like Pharaoh of Egypt, God allows them to continue in their sinful rebellion. He will not act to 
turn their hearts toward Him. Second Chronicles 36 reminds us of God’s condescending grace 
and yet the Nation refused. 
 
This passage teaches there is a hardening effect his message had on his audience. Was Isaiah to 
give up and stop preaching? No, Isaiah preached for forty years even though he knew what the 
end of his ministry would look like. Isaiah did not falter from executing his office as prophet. 
He told the people what they needed, not what they wanted. 
 
This is equally true today. The internet has made the tickling of ears even more pronounced. 
Pastors and churches are bound by the Word. What was true in Isaiah’s day is equally true 
today.  
 
“What is right is not always popular and what is popular is not always right.” ― Albert 

Einstein  

 

Right is right, even if everyone is against it; and wrong is wrong, even if everyone is for it. — 

William Penn 

 
“Isaiah 6:9-10 is quoted once each by the four gospel writers—Matt. 13:14-15; Mark 4:11-12; Luke 
8:10; John 12:40—and once by Paul in Acts 28:26-27. All quotations of Isaiah 6:9-10 in the NT 
occur in the context of national Israel’s unbelief in Jesus as Messiah and the kingdom of God He 
presented as “near” (Matt. 4:17). This passage is applied to Israel as a corporate entity even 
though some individual Jews were believing in Jesus.”10 
 
Judgment is coming because of their violation of the VASSAL TREATY, but within the 
smoldering ashes of a burnt Nation, God will continue to honor His promise to Adam and 
Abraham. 
 

All that God said He would do is being done. Our God is a just God. Those who broke the 

conditions of their covenant with Him, would face its condemnation. 

 

“These verses stand as a stark reminder of how the prophetic preaching was generally received 
— that is, not with enthusiastic repentance, but rather with routine disregard (and often with 
outright hostility). It would be true for Jesus’ preaching as well (see the citation of Isaiah 6:9-10 
in Matthew 13:14-15; Mark 4:12).”11 
 

The last truth we can pull from this chapter is found in the last statement. 

 

 VIII. God is Faithful (v. 13b) 

 

It seems almost impossible within this deep pit of despair there sits a small glimmer of hope. 
Notice how this passage ends, “The holy seed is its stump.” 
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Within the ashes of this burnt nation shall arise the holy seed from the tribe of Judah. God has 
not left His people without hope. We have faithfully traced this “holy seed” from Genesis 
through Revelation.  
 
Although unidentified in Isaiah, it is clear this theme saturates the prophet’s writings. 
Remembering Isaiah is second only to the Psalms in its New Testament presence. 
 
The God who is alive, absolute, magnificent, revered, holy, gracious, just, and faithful shall make 
good on His promise. Jesus is the fulfillment of the SEED PROMISE and the completion of the 
BLOOD PICTURE. 
 
NOW WHAT? 
 

1. This passage gives us a picture of the whole. What Isaiah did, the nation was to do.  
2. No matter what you might think or do, God is alive and sits on a throne governing all He 

creates. 
3. Regardless of what others might say, we must fall on what God has said. 
4. Your iniquity can only be cleansed by God. 
5. No matter what might be happening to Nations, God offers you an invitation to trust 

Him for the salvation of your soul. Have you? 
6. Finally, my heart, my mind, my experiences need to have this unprecedented vision of 

God. I must see JESUS or I will be just like the Nation. Without Him, my life and your life 
is an empty pursuit. Will we come to Jesus for our refreshment? 

 
LET US PRAY. 
 
 

1 Pastor Giles on Isaiah 6. 
2 https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/sermon-god-holiness-power-authority-isaiah-6 
3 https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/sermon-god-holiness-power-authority-isaiah-6 
4 https://biblestudydata.com/moodle/mod/page/view.php?id=262 
5 https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/sermon-god-holiness-power-authority-isaiah-6 
6 https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-6/ 
7 https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-6/ 
8 https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-6/ 
9 https://webbtelescope.org/news/first-images/gallery  
10 https://sharperiron.org/article/significance-of-five-quotations-of-isaiah-69-10-new-testament  
11 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/narrative-lectionary/isaiah-2/commentary-on-isaiah-61-8-
2  

                                                           


