
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 21, 2022 

Title:  “And the LORD alone will be Exalted in that Day”  

Text:  Isaiah 2:1-5:30 (2:11, 17; 5:16; 12:4; 33:5, 10: 52:13; 57:15) 

 

Theme: A day is coming when God will deal decisively with all rebellion and reign with 

absolute authority over the whole earth from His holy mountain. In that Day He shall wash 

away all the filth of sin and makes His people holy. 

 

Introduction: 

 

“The opening chapter of Isaiah sets the tone for the entire writing. The nation of Israel has 

violated the covenant with YHWH (repeatedly), so he uses various nations to judge Israel. 

Knowing the nation is completely incapable of living up to the covenant, YHWH restores and 

redeems on the basis of his nature/character (Royal Gift) providing hope for this rebellious 

nation.”1 

 

“Immediately following 2:1-4:6, we encounter a song (poetry) about a vineyard and grapes 

illustrating the nation’s rebellion in graphic detail. The nation should resonate with the story 

being sung and recognize that they are the vineyard producing wild grapes, especially since the 

song is quite direct. The song details the darkness of their lifestyle and the impending 

consequences.”2 

 

1. Isaiah’s opening statement (vv. 1-5) contrasts sharply with the reality of where they 

currently are at (vv. 6-4:1). What they will be, is not what they are.  

 
“Isaiah envisions a time when the nations are submissive to the Lord’s active rule from 
Jerusalem.  But verses 6-8 shift to the contrary contemporary scene in which Israel was 
influenced towards idolatry by the other nations rather than the nations being influenced 
towards the Lord by Israel.”3 
 

One day the people of God will influence the world, but now the world has infected His people 

so severely that they are idolatrous adulterers. 

 

2. Isaiah 2:1-5:30 provide two notable and repeating patterns. Each has its own flavoring, 

but both are serving the same meal.  

3. Both lead with graphic depictions of future glory and rest for the people of God (2:1-5; 

4:2-6).  

4. Both denounce the conduct of the arrogant and proud through a series of WOES. 

5. Both speak of a future consequence marked by the reoccurring phrase, “In that Day.” 

6. And both conclude by noting how the arrogant will be abased and God alone will be 

exalted.  
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Fifty-seven times the Hebrew word “nasa” occurs in Isaiah. The context will determine the 

meaning. It isn’t always translated the same way. There are, however, a number of times when 

it speaks of God alone being exalted. 

 

 Isa 2:11 The proud look of man will be abased and the loftiness of man will be humbled, 

And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. 

 Isa 2:17 The pride of man will be humbled And the loftiness of men will be abased; And 

the LORD alone will be exalted in that day, 

 Isa 5:16 But the LORD of hosts will be exalted in judgment, And the holy God will show 

Himself holy in righteousness. 

 Isa 6:1 In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and 

exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 

 Isa 12:4 And in that day you will say, "Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make 

known His deeds among the peoples; Make them remember that His name is exalted." 

 Isa 33:5 The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high; He has filled Zion with justice and 

righteousness. 

 Isa 33:10 "Now I will arise," says the LORD, "Now I will be exalted, now I will be lifted 

up. 

 Isa 52:13 Behold, my servant will prosper, He will be high and lifted up and greatly 

exalted. 

 Isa 57:15 For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is 

Holy, "I dwell on a high and holy place, and also with the contrite and lowly of spirit in 

order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite. 

 

The exaltation of God stands in contrast to the abasement of humanity.  

 

 Isa 2:11 The proud look of man will be abased and the loftiness of man will be 

humbled, And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. 

 Isa 2:12 For the LORD of hosts will have a day of reckoning Against everyone who is 

proud and lofty And against everyone who is lifted up, That he may be abased. 

 Isa 3:16 Moreover, the LORD said, "Because the daughters of Zion are proud and walk 

with heads held high and seductive eyes, and go along with mincing steps and tinkle 

the bangles on their feet, 

 Isa 5:15 So the common man will be humbled and the man of importance abased, the 

eyes of the proud also will be abased. 

 Isa 13:11 Thus I will punish the world for its evil and the wicked for their iniquity; I will 

also put an end to the arrogance of the proud and abase the haughtiness of the ruthless. 

 Isa 28:1 ¶ Woe to the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, and to the fading flower 

of its glorious beauty, which is at the head of the fertile valley of those who are overcome 

with wine! 3 The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim is trodden under foot. 
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Within our first section (1-12) we have these two competing thoughts; the arrogance of humanity 

and the exaltation of God. 

 

Outline: 

 

Chapter 2 

I. When the earth is full of the knowledge of the LORD there will no longer be any war 

(2:1-5 See also 11:9) 

II. Judah’s adultery with surrounding Nations shall be brought low and the LORD alone 

will be exalted in that day (vv. 6-11) 

III. Judah’s arrogance shall be brought low and the LORD alone will be exalted in that 

day (vv. 12-19). 

 Paragraphs 6-11 and 12-19 are in parallel 

IV. Summary statement of preceding thought (vv. 20-22). 

 

“In that Day” [the far] 

1. Speaks of a future day, but isn’t in this historic moment. 

 “In that Day” occurs almost exclusively in the first 39 chapters of Isaiah. 

2. When the LORD alone shall be exalted above all things (vv. 2, 11b, 17b, 19, 21) 

3. When His people will walk in His paths (vv. 2, 3) 

4. When there will be no more war (vv. 4, 5) 

5. When the arrogant and haughty and proud shall be brought low (vv. 11a, 12, 17a) 

6. When the terror of the LORD shall strike the hearts of men and they shall tremble before 

Him and hide their faces (vv. 10, 19, 21). 

 The word “terror” or “fear” occurs only six times in Isaiah. Three of those 

occurrences are in 2:10, 19, and 21). The other occurrences are in 24:17, 18. 

 The phrases are in synonymous parallelism in vv. 10, 19, and 21. 

 This day refers to the great and terrible DAY OF THE LORD. The New Testament 

tells us this day is His second coming. In the Revelation, John repeats this theme 

throughout (6:12-17 [16, 17]; 11:15-19 [7, 18]; 14:14-20 [10]; 16:12-16 [19]; 19:17-21 

[15]; 20:7-10). 

 

There is coming a day when there will be no capitalism, communism, socialism, or anarchy. 

There is coming a day when we will no longer be Republican, Democrat, Independent, or 

Libertarian. There is coming a day when I will no longer have to bear hearing how Ex-President 

Trump is a threat to Democracy or President Biden is but a puppet run by a select elite within a 

deep state. There is coming a day when news will no longer be spun and what is true will be 

fully disclosed and manifested. There is coming a day when every evil thought shall be fully 

and finally destroyed. There is coming a day when nation will no longer rise up against nation. 

Oh, my friends, rejoice with me knowing a day is coming when the LORD alone shall be exalted. 
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Chapter 3 

I. A Description of the Judgment awaiting Jerusalem and Judah (3:1-4:1). All of this will 

be experienced in their Babylonian Captivity. 

 The removal of bread and water (3:1) 

 The removal of leadership (3:2-4, 12) 

 The removal of authority (3:5) 

 The removal of decency (3:16-4:1) 

II. A description of the reason for the judgment 

 They defied his glorious presence (v. 8b) 

 Isa 1:20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for 

the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

 Isa 3:8 For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen: because their tongue and 

their doings are against the LORD, to provoke the eyes of his glory. 

 Isa 50:5 The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither 

turned away back. 

 Isa 63:10 But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore, he was turned 

to be their enemy, and he fought against them. 

This theme occurs repeatedly throughout Isaiah. 

 They flaunt their sin (v. 9) 

 They exploit the poor (v. 15) 

 

“In that Day” [the near] 

1. Chapter 2 speaks of day in the future 

2. Chapter 3 speaks of a day that is looming. It speaks of an impending exile. 

3. As a consequence of breaking the LAW, they shall go into exile. 

4. The sins of Israel must be kept in their theological context. Everything happening to them 

is a consequence of a broken LAW. 

 

“Since the Mosaic covenant represented the operating rules (laws) of God’s relationship with 

Israel, it is natural that the prophets, instruments of the covenant (Deut 18:14-22), should 

articulate God’s position towards Israel at any time in view of the covenant. Since the covenant 

promised blessings or curses corresponding to Israel’s response to its covenantal obligations 

(Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28), it was natural for prophets to confront the nation in those 

terms.”4 

 

Chapter 4 

I. Both 2:1-5 and 4:2-6 speak of the same day. It is a day when the knowledge of the 

LORD shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 

II. In that Day everything they are currently encountering shall be reversed (vv. 2-3) 

III. In that Day the Lord shall wash away | purge their filth (v. 4) 
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IV. The language of 4:5, 6 speak of God’s deliverance of His people from Egyptian 

Bondage. As God has done, He will do. 

 

“In that Day” [the far] 

1. After the exile, this is what awaits the Nation. 

2. Everything they have done, God shall undo. 

 

Chapter 5  

I. 5:1-7 is a “love song” of God’s relationship to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of 

Judah. It is a summary song. It tells them through poetic song His love for them and 

their disregard for Him. 

II. 5:8-30 is a series of six “WOES.” 

 

Again, what His people will be, is not what they now are. 

 

“Verses 8 to 24 contain "the six woes". Anglican theologian Edward Plumptre suggests that the 
form of the woes preached by Jesus in Luke 6:24–26 is based on this passage. After the general 
warning conveyed to Israel by the parable of the vineyard, ‘six sins are particularised as those 
which have especially provoked God to give the warning.’”5   
 
“This word usually appears in funeral or lament contexts related to death; or used by the 
prophets to anticipate coming doom – “How horrible it will be” – the opposite of the word 
“Blessed” that you see in the Beatitudes on the Sermon on the Mount. Judgment is coming; 
judgment is deserved; and judgment will be a devastating work of the Holy One of Israel.”6 
 
The six woes of Isaiah relate to those responsible for:  
 

1. Merger of land (verses 8–10) 
 
“The first woe in Isa 5:8-10 is a picture of ruthless accumulation and greed.”7 
 

2. Drunkenness and revelry (verses 11–17) 
 
“The second woe is levelled at those who not only disobey God’s law, but also numb themselves 
to their sin through revelry and party (Isa 5:11-12).”8 
 

 Therefore (5:13) 
 

 Therefore (5:14) 

 
3. Compound sinfulness, or "sin with a cart rope" (verses 18–19) 

 
“The next woe in Isa 5:18-19 is to those that pursue sin. Sin is sped on by the falsehood that God 
is either incompetent or indifferent.”9 
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4. Use of language to justify evil (verse 20) 

 
“Woe is pronounced also on those who “call evil good and good evil …” (Isa 5:20) and those 
who are “wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight” (Isa 5:21). This is a picture of 
those that justify their own sin, and in doing so, display moral perversion where things are being 
turned around on its head.”10 
 

5. Self-conceit (verse 21) 
 

6. Corruption (verses 22–23) associated with intoxication 
 

“In Isa 5:22, woe is also pronounced on those who appear to glorify sin. This took the form of 

indulging in strong wine and drink, and perpetuating injustice by accepting bribes and not 

standing for the rights of the innocent.”11 

 

• Therefore (5:24) 

 

The cause of this tragic consequence. They have rejected His Law and despised His word. 

 

• Therefore (5:25) 

 

God shall bring in foreign nations to carry out His will in carrying off His people from their 

homeland to a foreign land (vv. 26-29). 

 

The exile is irrevocable and inescapable. No one can rescue them from this national judgment. 

BUT GOD.  

• In That Day (5:30) 

 

In the midst of this horrific and catastrophic picture, we read of another day.  

 

Isaiah leaves his readers breathless. The horror announced is overwhelming. 

 

In this section, we are getting two pictures. We see what life is like and then what life will be 

like. But in the present, it is tribulation.  

 

Now What? 

 

How do we get from where we are to where we want to be? 
 

“Similar things could be said about the second advent of Christ, which we pray for longingly in 

this season. The church’s affirmation that Christ will one day return to change what we know 

by faith into sight is similarly absurd. Like the promises of God to Isaiah, the precious promises 
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of Christ’s second coming — that truth will defeat falsehood (Revelations 19:11-21), that the 

dead will rise (Revelations 20:1-6), that the devil and his forces will be destroyed (Revelations 

20:7-10), and that death itself will die (Revelations 20:14-15) — are hidden behind the tragedies 

of history.”12 
 

“The promises in this text are utterly absurd when examined against Israel’s ancient history. The 

“mountain of the Lord” (i.e., the temple mount, known also as Zion) was never the most 

prominent mountain, even if one only considers nearby peaks (Psalm 125:2). The nations have 

never streamed to Jerusalem to learn divine teaching; Yhwh has yet to play the role of 

international conflict mediator; and the waging of warfare continues to afflict creation to this 

very day. Whatever realities this text speaks of, they exist primarily in the realm of promise and 

hope, not in the realm of reality.”13 
 

There are promises made in 2:1 and 4:2. The question, however, is how do we get there? We 

know that our ability to keep the LAW is fraught with inability. We can’t do this. We cannot 

bring this in. So how? How do we come into the promises of God? 

 

Isaiah 4:2 teases us with reference to “the branch.” What or whom is this “branch?” Isaiah 7 

speaks of a “virgin giving birth.” Isaiah 9 speaks of a “child to be born and a son given on whom 

the government shall rest and his name shall be called wonderful.” Isaiah 11:1-2 says, “Then a 

shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. The Spirit 

of the LORD will rest on Him.” Isaiah 53:1-2 says, “Who has believed our message? And to 

whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, 

And like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty That we should look 

upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. “ 
 

Notice also Isaiah 11:10 “Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who will 

stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious.” 
 

We know from Genesis 3:15 that a woman shall provide a seed that will crush the serpent’s 

head.  This message continues to be teased out from that point to this. Isaiah expands on this 

idea significantly.  
 

The answer is found 700 years later. 
 

We’ve just left our study of Revelation and in Revelation listen to how Jesus is described in 

chapter 5. 
 

 Rev. 5:4, 5 
4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to 

look into it; 5 and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is 

from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its 

seven seals." 
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If we understand the storyline of the Bible correctly, Jesus is the inauguration of these promises 

in His first coming and the culmination of those same promises at His second coming. 

 

In that Day “It will be a day when glory outshines shadow, when joy extinguishes sorrow, when 

peace silences violence, when rebellion cedes to obedience — when faith becomes sight.”14 

 

Before Jesus comes, that Nation would go through tribulation. Before Jesus comes, that Nation 

would be driven into exile AND that nation will be brought back to their land. Their return to 

their land only showed the continued inability to keep the LAW. Before, during, and after their 

exile, they still needed a Savior who would save them from themselves. 

 

Friends, that Savior is Jesus. 

 

Let us Pray. 

1 Pastor Giles Litzner prep work Isaiah 2:1-4:6. 
2 Pastor Giles Litzner prep work Isaiah 2:1-4:6.  
3 https://bible.org/article/isaiah-brief-commentary  
4 https://bible.org/article/isaiah-brief-commentary  
5 https://www.herodictionary.com/wiki/en/Isaiah_5 
6 https://www.bibleoutlines.com/blog/isaiah-58-23-woes-declared-against-6-perversions  
7 https://www.thefellowship.site/archives/the-gospel-according-to-isaiah/six-woes-for-israel  
8 https://www.thefellowship.site/archives/the-gospel-according-to-isaiah/six-woes-for-israel  
9 https://www.thefellowship.site/archives/the-gospel-according-to-isaiah/six-woes-for-israel  
10 https://www.thefellowship.site/archives/the-gospel-according-to-isaiah/six-woes-for-israel  
11 https://www.thefellowship.site/archives/the-gospel-according-to-isaiah/six-woes-for-israel  
12 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-
advent/commentary-on-isaiah-21-5-5 
13 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-
advent/commentary-on-isaiah-21-5-5 
14 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-
advent/commentary-on-isaiah-21-5-5  

                                                           


