
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In 

an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the 

congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be 

found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: August 14, 2022 

Title: “Eat or Be Eaten” – The Gracious Invitation from God 

Text: Isaiah 1:1-31 

Theme: In the midst of a horrific and scathing rebuke, God continues to invite the people to 

come to Him for their salvation. 

 

Introduction: 
 

 The Northern Tribes are under assault by the Assyrian Empire. The Empire now presses 

forward into the Southern Tribes of Judah and Benjamin. 

 As a consequence of rejecting God’s Word and despising His Law, King Uzziah lives with 

leprosy and the Nation will be carried off into Exile. King Uzziah and the Nation of Judah 

are reflections of each other. 

 The world surrounding Isaiah is a populated and inhabited world. 

 Isaiah’s message is singular and tied tightly into a singular idea. 

 The Nation has failed to keep the conditions of the LAW [i.e. VASSAL TREATY], but God 

extends to them HOPE as He fulfills the SEED PROMISE / ROYAL GIFT COVENANT. 

 The Nation is called to trust in the Lord. 

 In fulfilling the ROYAL GIFT, JESUS will keep all of the conditions of the VASSAL 

TREATY and thus become the beneficiary of all of its blessings. 

 

Chapters 1-6 form a unit. Chapter 6 sets the historical context for the first five chapters. 

 

“These first six chapters of Isaiah serve as an introduction to this book of collected prophecies. 

The first five chapters include nearly all the themes found in the book as a whole. They pose the 

central problem: The Israelites are God's people, pledged to serve him. But instead of being true, 

they are arrogant, sinful, and rebellious. They will be God's light to the nations. But how?”1 

 

The opening chapter of Isaiah sets the tone for the entire writing. The nation of Israel has 

violated the covenant with YHWH (repeatedly), so he uses various nations to judge 

Israel. Knowing the nation is completely incapable of living up to the covenant, YHWH 

restores and redeems on the basis of his nature/character (Royal Gift) providing hope for 

this rebellious nation. 

 

Immediately following the opening reality check, God gives the nation a promise of hope 

in the “latter days” for both themselves and all nations (2:1-5). However, a day of 

judgement will precede the time of restoration, and it’s going to get dark before it gets 

better (2:6-4:1). This section concludes with God overturning the darkness into a beautiful 

and glorious restoration through his “branch” (4:2-6).2 
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“In the first chapter, the prophet acts out the role of a prosecuting attorney, calling all the 
inhabitants of the universe to listen to his indictment of the citizens of Judah:”3  

 
Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! For the Lord has spoken: “I reared children 
and brought them up, but they have rebelled against Me…. Ah, sinful nation, 
a people loaded with guilt…. They have forsaken the Lord; they have spurned 
the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs on Him” (1:2,4).  

 

“Themes from Isaiah 1 appear repeatedly in later chapters of Isaiah. Many scholars think that 

Isaiah 1 was put together to introduce the book as whole, with v. 1 functioning as a kind of title. 

The chapter is the beginning of a conversation, not necessarily the last word.”4 

 

“This chapter provides an introduction to the issues of sin, judgement, and hoped-for restoration 

which form the overarching structure of the whole book.5 It concludes (verse 31) with 'a 

reference to the burning of those who trust in their own strength', in a fire which cannot be 

'quenched' (Heb. root: k-b-h), a relatively rare word which is also used in the last verse of the 

book (verse 66:24: 'their fire shall not be quenched'), thereby linking together beginning and 

ending of this whole book.6 

 

 1:31 The strong man will become tinder, His work also a spark. Thus they shall both burn 

together And there will be none to quench them. 

 

 66:24 Then they will go forth and look on the corpses of the men Who have transgressed 

against Me. For their worm will not die and their fire will not be quenched; And they 

will be an abhorrence to all mankind. 

 

Like the Bible, Isaiah tells a single, unified story with Jesus at the center. 

 

Outline: 

 

When reading Isaiah, the reader begins in chapter 1. Chapter 1 starts like a cold shower. It is 

startling and breathtaking, and if you can handle it, ultimately refreshing. 

 

Before we follow the structure of this passage, we need to put the gravity of their rejection in its 

proper context. Thus, we begin with . . . 

 

I. The Covenant Name of God (vv. 2, 4, 9, 10, 11, 18, 20, 24, 28) 

 

The God in Isaiah is a relational God who keeps His word. 
 

A. His name is YHWH 
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We know from Exodus (3; 6:2, 3) that this name is HIS NAME. It is the name by which He is 

known in covenant. It is His relational name. It is the name of PROMISE. It is like our surname, 

in that it identifies. We carry that name and are to honor that name. Isaiah uses this name so 

extensively, it has to be measured. In chapter one alone, it occurs twelve times.  

 

It is inside of this covenant, this relationship, that the Nation of Judah is charged. We will tease 

this out shortly, but why do they stand accused, because they were to hear and give ear to 

YHWH (v. 10). And rather than obey, . . .  

 They have rebelled against Him (v. 2). 

 They have forsaken Him (vv. 4a, 28). 

 They have provoked Him (v. 4b). 

 

Yet despite this rebellion, YHWH appeals to His people to receive His mercy and grace (v. 18). 

 

B. He is the LORD of HOSTS (vv. 9, 24) 

 

Not only is it a relational name inside of covenant, but it is often coupled with His title and 

position over the HOSTS of Heaven.  

 

“The name Lord of Hosts, or some variant of it, appears 284 times in the Old Testament. The 

term in Hebrew is Jehovah Sabaoth. This idea of hosts positions God in a light that I don’t know 

if we often think of him in, which is in a military light. God is the leader of heaven’s armies.”7 

 

In the context of warring nations and a besieged city, the title is fitting. 

 

The occurrence of this title happens in the first section (1-39). In chapters 40-66, its occurrence is 

negligible. Everything and everyone created is under His command and obey His rule. He 

speaks (v. 2) and His words are to be obeyed (v. 20). There is an absolutism and authority to His 

word. He is not a god who is to be trifled with.  

 

As the LORD of Hosts He saves His people (v. 9) and destroys His enemies (v. 24). He is the 

Hero who rides the white horse and brings victory to His people and defeat to His enemies.  

 

The third title in our passage is . . .  

 

C. He is the HOLY ONE of Israel (v. 4) 

 

The God who cut covenant with this Nation is intrinsically above them. YHWH is the all 

together apart one. There is no one and nothing like Him. This becomes celebrated in chapters 

40 and following. This God who is qualitatively different, condescended, He stooped in order 

to bring you into His presence.  
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The phrase “The Holy One of Israel” occurs twelve times in chapters 1-39 and fourteen times in 
chapters 40-66.  It is only used outside of Isaiah five times. 
 

“The prophet first views the ‘Holy One’ as that surpassingly awesome being whose greatness 
and moral goodness is beyond our human comprehension. Yet this Holy One of Israel, whose 
greatness and perfection are beyond our understanding, is knowable and near. Isaiah presents 
Him as reaching down to us, making Himself known to us, telling us what He expects from us, 
and relating with us when we humbly trust Him.”8 
 
This is what makes their sin so egregious. But our chapter does not end there. One more title 

occurs.  

 

D. He is the MIGHTY ONE of Israel (v. 24)  

 

 Isa 1:24 Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will 

ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies: 

 Isa 49:26 And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and they shall be 

drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall know that I the 

LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.  

 Isa 60:16 Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings: 

and thou shalt know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One 

of Jacob. 

 

Finally, concerning this God, unlike all other gods, He speaks. 

 

E. He is the One who speaks (v. 10). 

 

This God speaks and His speech is to be heard and obeyed (v. 10). 

 

 10 Hear the word of the LORD, You rulers of Sodom; Give ear to the instruction of our 

God, You people of Gomorrah. 

 

The word “instruction” is TORAH and occurs ten times in Isaiah.  

 

 Isaiah 5:24 Therefore, as a tongue of fire consumes stubble and dry grass collapses into 

the flame, So their root will become like rot and their blossom blow away as dust; For 

they have rejected the law [TORAH] of the LORD of hosts And despised the word of the 

Holy One of Israel. 
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 Isaiah 8:16-20 
16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law [TORAH] among my disciples. 17 And I will wait 

for the LORD who is hiding His face from the house of Jacob; I will even look eagerly for 

Him. 18 Behold, I and the children whom the LORD has given me are for signs and 

wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. 19 When they say 

to you, "Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and mutter," should not a 

people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? 20 To the 

law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they 

have no dawn. 

 

It is inside of this covenant, this relationship that the Nation of Judah is charged. Why?  Because 

they were to hear and give ear to YHWH (v. 10). Rather than obey, . . .  

 They have rebelled | transgressed against Him (vv. 2, 28). 

 They have forsaken Him (vv. 4a, 28). 

 They have despised | provoked Him [na’ats 4x in Isaiah] 

 Isa 1:4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children 

that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy 

One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward.  

 Isa 5:24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the 

chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: 

because they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word 

of the Holy One of Israel.  

 Isa 52:5 Now therefore, what have I here, saith the LORD, that my people is taken 

away for nought? they that rule over them make them to howl, saith the LORD; 

and my name continually every day is blasphemed. 

 Isa 60:14 The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; 

and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; 

and they shall call thee, The city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

 They have turned away from Him [utterly estranged]. 

 

It is this God that has cut a covenant with the Nation of Israel. He has condescended and 

welcomed sinners into His presence. It is in this context, Isaiah brings a scathing rebuke against 

Judah. 

 

The depth of their rejection of Him shocks the reader. Their response stands in stark contrast to 

Who God is. Who would do such a thing? We would do such a thing! 

 

II. The Scathing Rebuke against Judah (vv. 1-15) 

 

There are two thoughts in this section. 
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A. Their Description (vv. 2-9) 

 
Isaiah's opening words recall those of Moses in Deuteronomy 32:1:  

"Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak; 

And hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.  

It forms Isaiah's introduction in the style of the Song of Moses.  
 
“The personified heavens and earth are summoned to God’s courtroom as witnesses against 
God’s covenant people. Long before this Moses warned the people that the heavens and earth 
would be watching their actions (see Deut. 4:26; 30:19; 31:28; 32:1).”9 
 
There is legality, accusation, challenge, and evidence offered as to the conclusions drawn. 
 
The Nation is described as . . .  
 
V2-9 – Diagnosis: Insurgence 

 The nation of Israel is described as being the children of God, however, they are rebellious 
and do not know YHWH (v2-3). 

 Their rebellion is amplified in the following verse – sinful nation, laden with iniquity, 
offspring of evildoers, children who deal corruptly, having forsaken YHWH, despised 
the Holy One of Israel, and utterly estranged (v4). 

 Their rebellion is like an untreated illness. Even though the symptoms and the root cause 
can both be treated, these rebels refuse and appear to enjoy the abuse (v5-6). 

 The consequences of the rebellion continue to impact the entire nation. Foreign nations 
ravage, pillage, and plunder the country. Cities are burned, the land lies desolate. The 
only silver lining is that YHWH has allowed a remnant to survive (v7-9).10 

 
1. A rebellious child (vv. 2, 3) 

 
“’Father’ and ‘son’ occur as common terms in ancient Near Eastern treaties and covenants, 
delineating the suzerain and vassal as participants in the covenant relationship. The prophet 
uses these terms, the reference to heavens and earth as witnesses, and allusions to deuteronomic 
covenant curses (1:7-9, 19-20) to set his prophecy firmly against the backdrop of Israel’s 
covenantal relationship with Yahweh.”11 
 
“Against the backdrop of Yahweh’s care for his chosen people, Israel’s rebellion represents 
abhorrent treachery. The conjunction prefixed to a nonverbal element highlights the sad contrast 
between Yahweh’s compassionate care for His people and Israel’s thankless rebellion.”12 
 
Chapter 5 brings out this same imagery where God is a careful and attentive vinedresser and 
the vineyard continues to reject Him. 
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2. A sinful nation (v. 4) 
 
“The prophet contrasts four terms of privilege—nation, people, offspring, children—with four 
terms that depict Israel’s sinful condition in Isaiah’s day—sinful, evil, wrong, wicked (see J. A. 
Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah, 43).”13   
 

3. A diseased | leprous body (vv. 5, 6) 
 
“This verse describes wounds like those one would receive in battle. These wounds are 
comprehensive and without remedy.”14 
 

4. An Occupied Land (vv. 7, 8) 
 
Nothing good is said of them.  
 
“Heb “like a city besieged.” Unlike the preceding two comparisons, which are purely 

metaphorical, this third one identifies the reality of Israel’s condition. In this case the 

comparative preposition, as in v. 7b, has the force, “in every way like,” indicating that all the 

earmarks of a siege are visible because that is indeed what is taking place. The verb form in MT 

is Qal passive participle of ָנַצר (natsar, “guard”), but since this verb is not often used of a siege 

(see BDB 666 s.v. I ָנַצר), some prefer to repoint the form as a Niphal participle from II צּור (tsur, 

“besiege”). However, the latter is not attested elsewhere in the Niphal (see BDB 848 s.v. II צּור).”15 

 

Traditionally, “the Lord of hosts.” The title pictures God as the sovereign king who has at his 

disposal a multitude of attendants, messengers, and warriors to do his bidding. In some 

contexts, like this one, the military dimension of his rulership is highlighted. In this case, the 

title pictures him as one who leads armies into battle against his enemies. 

 
When we read this opening charge, we see a reflection of our own Nation. But I would caution 
us in drawing this parallel. Yes, like Israel, and like all Nations, we are rebellious, sinful, 
diseased, and defeated.  
 
Yes, and like Israel, and like all Nations, we are under the intrinsic judgment of God on all sinful 
and rebellious actions that reject Him and reject His ownership of them and us. 
 
And like Israel and like all Nations, there is a gracious invitation to believe and be saved from 
our own sinful rebellion against Him. 
 
But unlike Israel, we are not a theocracy nor under this VASSAL TREATY. As we will see, Jesus 
does and becomes for them and us what neither they nor us could do or become. 
 
Let us continue. 
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B. Their Deception (vv. 10-15) 
 
The language of verse 10 is pungent. He identifies the people of God as “the rulers of Sodom 
and the people of Gomorrah.” 
 
“Building on the simile of v. 9, the prophet sarcastically addresses the leaders and people of 
Jerusalem as if they were leaders and residents of ancient Sodom and Gomorrah. The sarcasm 
is appropriate, for if the judgment is comparable to Sodom’s, that must mean that the sin which 
prompted the judgment is comparable as well.”16 
 
Later on, he will speak of the Nation as a whorish spouse (vv. 21-23). 
 
“Throughout Isaiah 1:11–15, God emphatically rejects the people’s worship. According to v. 11, 
God has “had enough” of their animal sacrifices; the verb might better be translated “gorged 
out.” Similarly, the phrase translated “my soul hates” in v. 14 could be an idiom for nausea.2 
God even threatens not to look at worshipers in v. 15. This bombastic language may surprise 
readers who expect the Bible to conform to popular standards of decorum, but it is typical of 
prophetic literature.”17 
 
According to the Torah, burnt offerings formed a part of the required sacrifice on all great 
occasions, as at the Passover (Numbers 28:19), at the Feast of Weeks (Numbers 28:27), at the 
Feast of Tabernacles (Numbers 29:13, 17, 20, 23, 26, 29, 32, 36), at the Feast of Trumpets (Numbers 
29:2), and on the great Day of Atonement (Numbers 29:8), as well as being commanded as the 
sole sacrifice for a trespass offering (Leviticus 5:16, 18). And yet, all of their religious posturing 

was nothing but empty acts of a whorish spouse.  
 
It would not matter how many coats of paint you applied to the wood, it was rotten in its core 
and would ultimately fail. No matter how much perfume you put on a pig, it is still a pig. The 
nation could do nothing to change itself. 
 

If we were under this LAW, our own rottenness would show itself. We are rotten and incapable 

of keeping the LAW and pleasing God. If we do not come to Him, we are equally under the 

judgment and rebuke of God. 

 

Yet despite this rebellion, YHWH appeals to His people to receive His mercy and grace (v. 18). 

If it wasn’t for God’s condescending mercy and grace, all would be lost. But God . . . 

 

III. The Gracious Invitation from God (vv. 16-20) 
 
In the midst of this thrashing, Isaiah provides a word of hope. It begins in v. 9 and continues in 
verses 16-20. 
 

 18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  
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The phrase "reason together" has a tone of "legal argument"; similar wording appears in Isaiah 
43:26.  
 
“Heb ‘though your sins are like red, they will become white like snow; though they are red like 
scarlet, they will be like wool.’ The point is not that the sins will be covered up, though still 
retained. The metaphorical language must be allowed some flexibility and should not be pressed 
into a rigid literalistic mold. The people’s sins will be removed and replaced by ethical purity. 
The sins that are now as obvious as the color red will be washed away and the ones who are 
sinful will be transformed.”18 
 
The word “come” occurs throughout Isaiah, but I like how it occurs in our section. 
 

 Isa 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool. 

 Isa 2:3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 

walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem. 

 Isa 2:5 O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD. 
 
The language and image are reflective of God walking in the Garden to meet with Adam and 
Eve prior to the Fall. 
 
This gracious invitation is also reiterated by our Lord Jesus in Matthew 11:28. 
 

 Matt. 11:25-30 
25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have 
hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. 26 

"Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. 27 All things have been handed 
over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone 
know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 28 

Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL 
FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

 
The same tension and duality of judgment and hope occurs in Matthew as it does in Isaiah. 
 
“The wordplay in the Hebrew draws attention to the options. The people can obey, in which 
case they will “eat” v. 19 (ּתֹאֵכלּו [toʾkhelu], Qal active participle of ָאַכל) God’s blessing, or they 
can disobey, in which case they will be devoured (Heb “eaten,” ְּתֻאְּכלּו, [tʾukklu], Qal passive/Pual 
of ָאַכל) by God’s judgment.”19 
 
Only God can do what this passage says needs to be done.  
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If you read Isaiah 1 without the promise of God, there is nothing but judgment, despair, and 
loss. But God. 
 

IV. The Final Word of Promise (vv. 21-31) 
 
In this section, there is a contrasting picture of what they are and do and of what God is and 
does. 
 
“The chapter ends with a solemn promise underscoring two main themes so far presented: 
Those who persist in rebelling against him will be destroyed. Those who repent and who seek 
to be obedient will be redeemed.”20 
 

 Reviewing the diagnosis (v21-23; cf. v16-17) 

 YHWH will be faithful to the covenant with his children regardless of their response (v24-
31) 

o Relief from all enemies (v24) 
o Removal of all evil (v25) 
o Restoration of righteousness (v26) 
o Redemption by justice for those who repent (v27) 
o Rebellion will be judged (v28-31)21 

 
21 How the faithful city 
    has become a whore, 
    she who was full of justice! 
Righteousness lodged in her, 
    but now murderers. 

26 And I will restore your judges as at the 
first, 
    and your counselors as at the beginning. 
Afterward you shall be called the city of 
righteousness, 
    the faithful city.” 

22 Your silver has become dross, 
    your best wine mixed with water. 

25 I will turn my hand against you 
    and will smelt away your dross as with lye 
    and remove all your alloy. 

23 Your princes are rebels 
    and companions of thieves. 
Everyone loves a bribe 
    and runs after gifts. 
They do not bring justice to the fatherless, 
    and the widow's cause does not come to 
them. 

24 Therefore the Lord declares, 
    the LORD of hosts, 
    the Mighty One of Israel: 
“Ah, I will get relief from my enemies 
    and avenge myself on my foes. 

Summary Statement – A Contrasting Picture 
28 But rebels and sinners shall be broken 
together, 
    and those who forsake the LORD shall be 

consumed. 

27 Zion shall be redeemed by justice, 
    and those in her who repent, by 
righteousness. 
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The Reason As To Why They Will Be Consumed 
29 For they shall be ashamed of the oaks 
    that you desired; 
and you shall blush for the gardens 
    that you have chosen. 
30 For you shall be like an oak 
    whose leaf withers, 
    and like a garden without water. 
31 And the strong shall become tinder, 
    and his work a spark, 
and both of them shall burn together, 
    with none to quench them. 

 
The Promise is this: Those who repent and believe YHWH shall be brought into His presence. 
This is the word of hope given to a Nation that is irrevocably lost. 
 
If we come to Him, we will find His rest. If we do not, we will not. It is that simple. 
 

Now What?  

 

1. Thankfully, Jesus as the fulfillment of the SEED PROMISE keeps the conditions of the 

LAW and thus receives the blessings in our behalf. 

2. Although this is true, our hearts are just as wicked as were the hearts of the Nation. And 

unless God does for us what we cannot do, all hope would be lost. 

3. Finally, you will either believe in Jesus and “eat the good of the land,” or you will reject 

Jesus and be “eaten by the sword.” The choice is yours. 
 

19 If you are willing and obedient, 

    you shall eat the good of the land; 
20 but if you refuse and rebel, 

    you shall be eaten by the sword; 

    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
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