
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 26, 2021 

Title:  “Let the one who is Thirsty Come” 

Text:  Isaiah 12 

 

Emphasis: Jesus is the only one who can quench your thirsty soul and lift your weary load. 
He invites you to come to Him today. 

 

As we close off our Advent study, the theology of Advent is forever moving forward. Advent is 

a season of anticipation, reconciliation, redemption, and celebration. We are looking for new 

beginnings. We hope and pray things will be different. 

 

Consider with me an extended Story found within the word of God where His people confess 

faith in YHWH even when and while everything around them is collapsing. 

 

 Joseph 

 

o When Joseph revealed himself to his brothers. 

 

Gen. 45:4-8 
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come closer to me." And they came closer. And he 

said, "I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 "Now do not be grieved or angry 

with yourselves, because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For 

the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are still five years in which there 

will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a 

remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. 8 Now, therefore, it was 

not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all 

his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt.” 

 

o 17 years pass between chapters 45 and 50 (Gen. 47:28) 

 

Gen. 50:15-21 
15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if Joseph bears a 

grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong which we did to him!" 16 So they 

sent a message to Joseph, saying, "Your father charged before he died, saying, 17 'Thus you shall 

say to Joseph, "Please forgive, I beg you, the transgression of your brothers and their sin, for 

they did you wrong."' And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of 

your father." And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also came and fell 

down before him and said, "Behold, we are your servants." 19 But Joseph said to them, "Do not 

be afraid, for am I in God's place? 20 "As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 

it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 21 "So 

therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones." So he comforted them 

and spoke kindly to them. 
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 Job (vv. 1:18-22) 

 
18 While he was still speaking, another also came and said, "Your sons and your daughters were 

eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house, 19 and behold, a great wind came 

from across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the young 

people and they died, and I alone have escaped to tell you." 20 Then Job arose and tore his robe 

and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and worshiped. 21 He said, "Naked I came from 

my mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken 

away. Blessed be the name of the LORD." 22 Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame 

God. 

 

 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego (Dan. 3:16-18) 

 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need 

to give you an answer concerning this matter. 17 "If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to 

deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 
18 "But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your 

gods or worship the golden image that you have set up." 

 

 Daniel (vv. 6:20-23) 

 
20 When he had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice. The king spoke 

and said to Daniel, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you constantly serve, 

been able to deliver you from the lions?" 21 Then Daniel spoke to the king, "O king, live forever! 
22 "My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths and they have not harmed me, inasmuch 

as I was found innocent before Him; and also toward you, O king, I have committed no 

crime." 23 Then the king was very pleased and gave orders for Daniel to be taken up out of the 

den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den and no injury whatever was found on him, because 

he had trusted in his God. 

 

 Peter and John before the Church after being jailed for Christ (Acts 4:23-31) 

 
23 When they had been released, they went to their own companions and reported all that the 

chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard this, they lifted their voices 

to God with one accord and said, "O Lord, it is You who MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE 

EARTH AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM, 25 who by the Holy Spirit, through the 

mouth of our father David Your servant, said, 'WHY DID THE GENTILES RAGE, AND THE 

PEOPLES DEVISE FUTILE THINGS? 26 'THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TOOK THEIR STAND, 

AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST 

HIS CHRIST.' 27 "For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant 

Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the 
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peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur. 29 "And 

now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word 

with all confidence, 30 while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place 

through the name of Your holy servant Jesus." 31 And when they had prayed, the place where 

they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak the word of God with boldness. 

 

 In the city of Philippi, Paul and Silas (Acts 16:23-25) 

 
23 When they had struck them with many blows, they threw them into prison, commanding the 

jailer to guard them securely; 24 and he, having received such a command, threw them into the 

inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were 

praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them; 

 

 John (Rev. 1:9) 

 
9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance 

which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the 

testimony of Jesus. 

 

 Jesus (Matt. 26:38-44) 

 
38 Then He said to them, "My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep 

watch with Me." 39 And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, 

"My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will." 40 

And He *came to the disciples and *found them sleeping, and *said to Peter, "So, you men could 

not keep watch with Me for one hour? 41 "Keep watching and praying that you may not enter 

into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak." 42 He went away again a second time 

and prayed, saying, "My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done." 43 

Again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 And He left them again, 

and went away and prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more. 

 

 By faith (Heb. 11:32-40) 

 
32 And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 

of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of 

righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, 

escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put 

foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were 

tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others 

experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, 
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they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went 

about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of whom the world 

was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground. 39 

And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
40 because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be 

made perfect. 

 

“By faith” occurs in 21 verses in Hebrews. Of those 21 occurrences, only twice does it occur 

outside of Hebrews 11 (4:2; 10:38). 

 

The chapter we are about to read celebrates a path followed by faith, not by sight. Everything 

around them and us says, “God is not winning and they are going to go into slavery and die 

apart from the promises of God being fulfilled.” It is in the midst of our struggle and difficulty 

that we carry forward the psalm of praise. It isn’t because of what God is doing in our line of 

sight, but of what God will do as people of faith. Thus, in faith, we sing songs of praise to 

YHWH. 

 

Introduction: 
 

Isaiah is intentional in placing this Psalm at the end of this section.  

 

“Chapter 12, a psalm | hymn of praise and thanksgiving, is the capstone of this section, telling 

of the great rejoicing that will take place when the faithful remnant returns to Jerusalem.”1 

 

Context: 
 

It seems incongruous to sing and praise and confess even as the world around you collapses. 

And yet, this is what the Scripture invites us to do. 
 

There are two competing ideas in our study of Isaiah 7-12. The first is the historical context 

marked by darkness and despair. The second is the promise context marked by hope and light 

where the enemy is destroyed and the people are delivered. 
 

As noted in our previous study of Isaiah 11, Isaiah uses the phrase “in that day” forty times 

[NASB]. It occurs nine times in the BOOK OF IMMANUEL (7:18, 21, 23; 10:20, 27; 11:10, 11; 12:1, 

4).  Both of our sections in this Psalm begin with “in that day” (vv. 1, 4). 

 

Cite the References (7:18, 20, 21, 23; 10:20, 27; 11:10; 12:1, 4) 

 

The question confronting us is, “Is this DAY, that DAY?” Our answer is, “YES.” Like are 

forefathers, in faith we are to sing this song of praise and confession of what God has done, what 

God is doing, and what He will do. 
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Structure: 
 

“Isaiah 12 is a short psalm divided in two parts of three verses, each beginning with a call for 

praise.”2 Structurally, this Psalm has two parallel sections.  

 

“Two distinct voices can be heard in Isaiah 12, possibly reflecting the linkage of two hymns for 

the purposes of communal worship. The chapter begins with an individual’s song of thanks for 

God’s anger being turned away (verse 1), and of praise for God’s salvation (verse 2). In this 

verse an almost exact echo of the song of Moses following the deliverance of the people of 

Israel from Pharaoh’s army is heard: “The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has 

become my salvation” (Exodus 15:4).”3 

 

“The first song in this passage (verses 1-2) is sung by an individual (the “you” addressed in 

verse 1 is singular, as are the pronouns in verses 1-2), offering thanksgiving for deliverance by 

the God who is “my salvation” (verse 2).”4 

 

There are three qualities or outcomes of THAT DAY noted in our psalm of praise. These three 

qualities are stanzas in this hymn of praise and confession. 

 

I. First Stanza – It is a SONG of Deliverance (vv. 1, 2) 

 

 1 And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD, I will praise thee; though thou wast angry 
with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me. 

 
“The day of which Isaiah 12 sings is the day when the peace of God will finally be established 
upon the earth, and the nations of the world will wage war no more.”5 
 
It is a song of faith. It believes what the prophet speaks of. There is a day of restoration from 
captivity and exile. 
 

 2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the Yah Yahweh is my 
strength and my song; he also is become my salvation. 

 
The refrain [or similar language] is common in Hebrew Scripture. 

 THE EXODUS - Ex 15:2 "The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my 
salvation; this is my God, and I will praise Him; my father's God, and I will extol Him. 

 LAST OF THE ASCENT PSALMS [PILGRIM FEASTS] - Ps 118:14 The LORD is my 
strength and song, And He has become my salvation. 

 
II. Second Stanza - It is a SONG of Delight and Dancing (v. 3) 

 

 3 Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.  
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“Water is here a metaphor for renewed life; the springs symbolize the restoration of God’s 
favor.”6 We will come back to this. 
 
It is sung in defiance. Despite my circumstances, loss, and absence, I will draw with joy from 
the wells of salvation.  
 
“Isaiah’s language in 12:2-6 of the wells of God’s salvation speaks both to those who suffer 

water’s absence and those who feel drowned in the waters of destruction. God’s salvation 

flows and overflows, fulfilling the deepest need of parched souls with the very presence of God 

in their midst.”7 

 
The word “joy” occurs six times in Isaiah. It is coupled with “gladness.”  
 

 Isa 22:13 And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, and 
drinking wine: let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we shall die. [this passage says what 
the people did rather than repent and return – it is a rebuke to the nation] 

 Isa 35:10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. [this chapter addresses the same subject matter] 

 Isa 51:3 For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will 
make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and 
gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody. 

 Isa 51:11 Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with singing unto 
Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; 
and sorrow and mourning shall flee away. 

 
Listen to Isaiah 61:3 and the contrasting pairing represented in this day of delight. 
 

 Isa 61:3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they 
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be 
glorified. 

 
This is the passage Jesus quotes in Luke 4 in proclaiming the YEAR OF JUBILEE. 
 

 Luke 4:15 And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all. 16 And He 
came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered 
the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17 And the book of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it was 
written, 18 "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME 
TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM 
RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET 
FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF 
THE LORD." 20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and 
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the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, 
"Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 

 
It is this message, we are to proclaim to the Nations. Here is our next stanza. 
 

III. Third Stanza - It is a SONG of Declaration (vv. 4-6; Isaiah 11:9 is being fulfilled; “All 
the Nations”) 

 

 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

 
Here it is a song of triumph. I look around and there is nothing but a clear cut forest and yet I 
can declare God’s mighty works to all the nations. 
 
ALTHOUGH vv. 4-6 repeat the above, it makes what is personal, public. It expands the idea 
from the individual to the global. It takes something that is very private and splashes it among 
the people, in all the earth, and to the inhabitants of Zion. 
 
“This is a communal song (“you” is plural, as are the verbs in this section), as if a whole choir 
has joined voices with the soloist who sang in the first two verses. No longer is there a lone 
voice singing out against fear, as though whistling in the dark, but rather a chorus of voices 
offering praise for all that the Lord has done.”8 
 
We take what we know and share it. We push it out. The Book of Acts shows how this is being 
fulfilled. 
 

 4 And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon his name, declare his doings 
among the people, make mention that his name is exalted. 

 
“However, the context emphasizes his mighty acts of deliverance (cf. NCV), not some general 

or vague character quality.”9 

 

 5 Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth. 
 

 6 Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the 
midst of thee. 

 

The Nation of Israel is invited to praise God in the midst of their fear. Why? Because YHWH 

saves. Let us shift for just a moment and see Jesus in this Psalm. 

 

Gospel: 
 

This language of “wells of salvation” permeates the biblical story. Listen to the Prophet 

Jeremiah. Jeremiah lived about 100 years before Isaiah.,  
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 Jeremiah 2:9-13 
9 “Therefore I will yet contend with you,” declares the LORD, “And with your sons' sons 

I will contend. 10 For cross to the coastlands of Kittim and see, and send to Kedar and 

observe closely And see if there has been such a thing as this! 11 Has a nation changed 

gods When they were not gods? But My people have changed their glory for that which 

does not profit. 12 Be appalled, O heavens, at this, and shudder, be very desolate,” declares 

the LORD. 13 “For My people have committed two evils: [first evil] They have forsaken 

Me, the fountain of living waters, [second evil] To hew for themselves cisterns, Broken 

cisterns That can hold no water.” 

 

 Jeremiah 17:12-14 
12 A glorious throne on high from the beginning Is the place of our sanctuary. 13 O LORD, 

the hope of Israel, all who forsake You will be put to shame. Those who turn away on 

earth will be written down, [why?] because they have forsaken the fountain of living 

water, even the LORD. 14 Heal me, O LORD, and I will be healed; Save me and I will be 

saved, For You are my praise. 

 

The contrast is between “living waters” and “broken, stagnant cisterns.” Those are our choices. 

Listen to John. Who is this well of water from which we draw our joy? The Gospel of John points 

us to JESUS. 

 

 Notice the following thought from John. 

 

John 4 and the Samaritan Woman at the Well 

 

 Joh 4:7 There *came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus *said to her, "Give Me a 

drink." 

 Joh 4:10 Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who 

says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given 

you living water." 

 Joh 4:11 She *said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep; where 

then do You get that living water? 

 Joh 4:13 Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst 

again; 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the 

water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." 

15 The woman *said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all 

the way here to draw." 

 

John 7 and the HOLY SPIRIT and the great day of the feast 
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 Joh 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, 

"If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 "He who believes in Me, as the 

Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'" 

 

“According to the Mishnah (Sukkah), water ceremonies were an important part of this 
celebration. A priest would draw water from the pool of Siloam with a golden pitcher, then carry 
it back to the temple and pour it into a silver bowl next to the altar, accompanied by musicians 
and choirs. As the priest poured out the water he would pray to the Lord to send rain. In some 
rabbinic traditions, the water-drawing of Tabernacles [Booths: ONE OF THREE PILGRIM 
FEASTS] is interpreted as the drawing of the Holy Spirit. It is significant that on the last day of 
this festival, in which water is an important symbol, Jesus declares: “Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me and drink; and the one who believes in me — just as the scripture says — from that 
one’s innermost being will flow rivers of living water” (7:37-38).”10 
 
“When the Temple in Jerusalem stood, a unique service was performed every morning 
throughout the Sukkot holiday: the Nisukh HaMayim (lit. "Pouring of the water") or Water 
Libation Ceremony. According to the Talmud, Sukkot is the time of year in which God judges 
the world for rainfall; therefore this ceremony, like the taking of the Four Species, invokes God's 
blessing for rain in its proper time. According to the Mishnah (Tractate Sukkot 4:9 [1] and 4:10 
[2]) the water for the libation ceremony was drawn from the Pool of Siloam (Hebrew:  ְַּבֵרַכת ַהִּׁשילֹוח 
Breikhat HaShiloah) in the City of David and carried up the Jerusalem pilgrim road to the Temple. 
The joy that accompanied this procedure was palpable.[3]  Afterwards, every night in the outer 
Temple courtyard, tens of thousands of spectators would gather to watch the Simchat Beit 
HaShoeivah (Rejoicing at the Place of the Water-Drawing), as the most pious members of the 
community danced and sang songs of praise to God. The dancers would carry lit torches, and 
were accompanied by the harps, lyres, cymbals and trumpets of the Levites. According to the 
Mishnah, (Tractate Sukkah 5:1 [4]), "He who has not seen the rejoicing at the Place of the Water-
Drawing has never seen rejoicing in his life."11 
 

You are asking God for life giving water and Jesus says, “I am the living water, let the one who 

is thirsty come and take of this water without cost.” 

 

LISTEN TO what John says in the Book of the REVELATION. 

 

 Re 7:17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide 

them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes." 

 Re 21:6 Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 

and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life 

without cost. 

 Re 22:1 Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb, 
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 Re 22:17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." 

And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life 

without cost. 

(NAS95) 

 

The entire Godhead invites those who are thirsty to come and drink from His well. The entire 

Godhead invites those who are weary to come and take up His yoke. 

 

Jesus is the thirst quenching power of God. Jesus is the burden bearing power of God. 

 

Remember, this psalm of praise is one of faith. It is not one of sight.  

 

Application: 

 

1. In that day, the plan of God noted in Isaiah 11:9 to encompass the earth with the 

knowledge of His glory as the waters cover the sea shall be fully realized. 

 

2. In that day, the prayer of God noted in Matthew 6 for the complete emerging of heaven 

and earth shall be fully realized.  

 

3. In that day, the purpose of God in saving His people from sin and death shall be fully 

completed. 

 

4. In that day, your joy and gladness will be full! 

 

5. In that day, is this day. God is right now making all things new. There is still a full and 

final installment of God’s promises, but let us not grow weary in doing well for in do 

season we shall reap, since we faint not. 

 

God desires for us to know how the Day spoken of by the prophet, is this day, right now in 

Jesus. 

 

Do you know this Jesus? 

 

Let us Pray. 
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