
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: December 24, 2021 
Title: “Is that Day, this Day?” 
Text: Isaiah 11 
Theme:  In that day, God will destroy His enemies, install His king, restore His people, and 

reclaim His land. 
 
Introduction: 
 
ILLUSTRATION: The power of advertisement. 
 
“Based on thousands of research studies in our archives, we believe in the power of 
advertising. Advertising has the power to create awareness, the power to set the agenda, the 
power to suggest and influence, the power to convey new information, and the power to 
persuade. Advertising has short-term power (conveying new information, building awareness, 
enhancing credibility, etc.) and long-term power (conveying brand image, attaching emotional 
values to the brand, building positive reputation, etc.). The companies that master the research 
processes to consistently develop and deploy great advertising will own the future.”1 
 
Listen to how Karl Marx viewed religion: 
“Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the feeling of a heartless world, and the soul of 
soulless circumstances. It is the opium of the people… Because Marx was committed to 
criticizing the prevailing organization of society during his time, he took a particularly 
aggressive stance towards religion. Taken in context, Marx is arguing that religion was 
constructed by people to calm uncertainty over our role in the universe and in society.”2 
 
IS THIS ALL WE ARE DOING? Is this truly, “A Pie in the Sky in the Sweet by and by?” Are we 
trying to “sell” you something? Are we working to calm uncertainty and settle an encroaching 
darkness? Let’s look at our passage.  
 
Christmas | Advent is a season of anticipation, reconciliation, redemption, and celebration. 

We are looking for new beginnings. We hope and pray things will be different. 

It is a time when we gather together as families and as a church to remember the birth of Jesus.  

According to the New Testament witness, this child is a sign, a righteous ruler, who destroys 
His enemies and delivers His people into a restored and renewed Garden.  
 

Over the last several weeks we have studied Isaiah 7, 9 and now 11. We know the historical 

context was bad. We also know those without the hope of God live in a dark, deep, and anxious 

existence. We also know that hope in God brings light. We know we hope in God as the one 

who will destroy the enemy and deliver the people. This passage in Isaiah 11 feeds this hope. 

Thus, let us look at this passage and leave hoping in JESUS. 

 

Isaiah uses the phrase “in that day” forty-three times. It occurs nine times in the BOOK OF 

IMMANUEL (7:18, 21, 23; 10:20, 27; 11:10, 11; 12:1, 4). 
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 Isa 7:18 In that day the LORD will whistle for the fly that is in the remotest part of the 

rivers of Egypt and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 

 Isa 7:20 In that day the Lord will shave with a razor, hired from regions beyond the 

Euphrates (that is, with the king of Assyria), the head and the hair of the legs; and it will 

also remove the beard. 

 Isa 7:21 Now in that day a man may keep alive a heifer and a pair of sheep; 

 Isa 7:23 And it will come about in that day, that every place where there used to be a 

thousand vines, valued at a thousand shekels of silver, will become briars and thorns. 

 Isa 10:20 Now in that day the remnant of Israel, and those of the house of Jacob who have 

escaped, will never again rely on the one who struck them, but will truly rely on the 

LORD, the Holy One of Israel. 

 Isa 10:27 So it will be in that day, that his burden will be removed from your shoulders 

and his yoke from your neck, and the yoke will be broken because of fatness. 

 Isa 11:10 Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a 

signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 

 Isa 12:4 And in that day you will say, "Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make 

known His deeds among the peoples; Make them remember that His name is exalted." 

(NAS95) 

 

The question confronting us is, “Is this DAY described in Isaiah 11, that DAY?” We will work to 

see. 

 

“The message of messianic hope and comfort runs throughout the book of Isaiah. The Hebrew 

prophet Isaiah reminds his readers in numerous ways that the Lord God reigns! He is sovereign 

and He is in charge of the affairs of the nations of the world.  

 In chapter eleven Isaiah presents a dynamic contrast to the events in chapter ten. The 

nation of Assyria (chapter 10), which God used to punish the Northern Kingdom of Israel, 

will suddenly collapse. Assyria is only a tool in God's hands to accomplish His sovereign 

purpose with Israel.  

 In contrast to the death of the nation of Assyria, God will raise up a king who will sit on 

the throne of David throughout eternity. At the time Isaiah is writing (eighth century 

B.C.) there were only stumps of dead trees that have been mowed down by the invaders 

from Assyria. The ax of divine judgment had chopped among the trees, and nothing but 

stumps was left standing. By the time the Messiah will arrive, seven hundred years later, 

the house of David will be nothing but an insignificant stump in Israel. It will have fallen 

upon evil days.”3 
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THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 

 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 

 

Isaiah’s prophetic career takes place during the time period of 742BC—701BC.  He was alive 

during the reigns of king Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Manasseh and he specifically 

interacts with kings Ahaz and Hezekiah in the prophetic work.  Isaiah saw Assyria take over 

the northern kingdom (722 B.C) and saw the looming threat of Assyria coming into the southern 

Kingdom. 

 

“The text imagines a new beginning for Judah’s monarchy. In this hopeful future Yhwh’s spirit 
will alight upon the ruler, resulting in justice for the poor and lowly of the land (verse 4) and a 
fundamental reordering of creation’s priorities (verses 6-9). Life emerges from death. This is the 
way of Israel’s God. The concrete expression of this new future is a ruler on whom the spirit 

will rest (verse 2). Promise comes to Israel in the form of a person — a human king who 
embodies the best of Israel’s traditions: He is wise and understanding (verse 2), powerful and 
effective in war (verses 2, 4), able to judge for the benefit of the poor (verse 3-4), and obedient to 
God (verse 2, 5). This king rules the world in such a way that the poor are treated righteously, 
the meek are given a fair hearing, and the wicked are killed. So glorious is this reign that he is 
literally clothed in righteousness and faithfulness (verse 5).”4 
 

The question that demands consideration as we move to the text itself is whether the shoot that 
shall come out from the stump of Jesse (v. 1) refers to an earthly king in the Davidic line, the 
messiah, or both. Paul clearly interprets it as related to the messiah when he quotes this verse in 
Romans 15:12.  Also, the book of Revelation quotes Jesus as saying, “I, Jesus, have sent my angel 
to testify these things to you for the assemblies. I am the root and the offspring of David; the 
Bright and Morning Star” (Revelation 22:16). However, “The context calls for a near fulfillment 
of these promises.  The Assyrian threats in 734-32, 728, and 724-21 B.C.E. had finally destroyed 
Samaria and northern Israel.  Ahaz is on the throne.  This section assures the continuation of the 
Davidic dynasty beyond the Assyrian crisis.  This was later fulfilled:  Hezekiah, Manasseh, 
Josiah, and others were yet to occupy the throne” (Watts, 212).5 
 

 Biblical Context 

 

The son of the handmaid in Isaiah 7 takes on a divine quality in Isaiah 9 and then in 11.  

 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 

 

“The book of Isaiah begins, ‘The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah’ 
(Isaiah 1:1). So the prophecies of Isaiah are mainly concerning the southern kingdom of Judah 
from about 740 to 700 BC. Looming on the horizon is the massive empire to the east, Assyria 
huffing and puffing with threats against Jerusalem.  
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Isaiah hears Assyria in 10:13 boasting, “By the strength of my hand I have done it. . . . Like a 
bull I bring down those who sit on thrones.” But God has already made clear in 10:5 that this 
huffing and puffing Assyria is a mere tool in his hand: “Ah, Assyria, the rod of my anger.” So 
when Assyria boasts that they have cut down the great, God says in 10:15, “Shall the axe boast 
over him who hews with it?” And when God has done his work with this tool, Isaiah says in 
10:12, ‘he will punish the speech of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the boastful 
look in his eyes.’ 
Then the word of judgment on Assyria comes to climax in 10:33–34: 
Behold, the Lord GOD of hosts will lop the boughs with terrifying power; the great in height 
will be hewn down, and the lofty will be brought low. He will cut down the thickets of the 
forest with an axe, and Lebanon will fall by the Majestic One. 
So with a picture in front of us of a vast forest of nothing but jagged stumps that God has 
made by hewing down the power of Assyria, Isaiah prophesies the coming of the Messiah as a 
shoot from the stump of Jesse (11:1). ‘There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.’ Jesse was the father of king David. So we know 
that Isaiah is prophesying the fulfillment of 2 Samuel 7, that a son of David — a new shoot of 
Jesse — will come and rule the people of Israel and rule the world. All of chapter 11 is a 
description of that Son of David — that shoot, that branch — and the kingdom he will rule.”6 
 

THE STRUCTURE: 

  

10:33, 34 God will cut down all the tall [proud] trees 

 

I. A Righteousness Ruler (vv. 1-5 [The Majestic One, 10:34]) 

 

“We have been carefully observing the progression of the messianic hope in Isaiah 2:1-4; 4:1-6; 

7:14; 8:24; 9:1-6, and now it comes to full bloom in chapter eleven. In verse one, a descendent of 

David will reign in righteousness. He will fulfill all these promises and many more in His 

character and mission.”7 

 

A. The Branch’s Lineage (v. 1) 

 

This word for stem occurs only twice in Isaiah (11:1; 40:24). The word “branch” occurs three 

times (11:1; 14:19; 60:21). 

 

B. The Branch’s Anointing (vv. 2-5) 

 

1. He will have Yahweh’s Spirit (v.2) 

 

2. He will delight in Yahweh (v.3a) 

 

3. He will bring Yahweh’s justice (vv. 3b-5; cf. John 7:24, 1 Kings 3:9) 
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“The hallmark of the reign of God's Messiah is captured in three primary words in this passage: 

righteousness, equity, and faithfulness. Each of those words is about conforming to a standard, 

about aligning to a criterion. And it's plain from this passage that the benchmark by which God's 

final King will rule is not derived from the people over whom He will reign. He is not elected to 

this office by a vote; there will be no vote. He reigns by the authority of God and rules by the 

standards of the will of God.”8 

 

II. A Renewed Creation (vv. 6-9 [The Restored Garden]) 

 

One of the reasons as to why unbelieving Jews reject Jesus as MESSIAH lies in this passage. 

They believe the MESSIAH brings these conditions. These conditions did not exist with Him, 

thus, He is not MESSIAH. 

 

I would argue that just as the soul transformation in redemption is unseen, so also the condition 

described in our passage is initially unseen. Both are real and inaugurated and both will be 

consummated fully at His second coming. 

 

A. The Curse shall be Reversed (vv. 6-8) 

 

“The ‘dog eat dog’ world of ‘nature red in tooth and claw’ will no longer prevail, even though 

for now that, too, is part of God's created order (Psalm 104:21). The vision of a world in which 

wolves and lambs, calves and lions all lie down together clearly moves beyond the possibilities 

of the present age. The description seems to partake of elements common to fables and fairy 

tales, but something else is at stake here. By bringing together in peace the child and the snake, 

the text reminds us of the enmity brought through human sin in Eden (Genesis 3:14-15). God 

will overcome the curse of sin and establish a world in which all creatures thrive.”9  

 

“This vision of a reordered creation is remarkable: Predators dwell in harmony with their prey, 

carnivorous instincts are transformed, and the most vulnerable humans in society (children) are 

free to play with venomous snakes. Interspecies violence effectively comes to an end and 

harmony ensues.”10 

 

B. The Garden shall be Restored (v. 9) 

 

God’s purpose for creating will come to pass. The curse shall be reversed and the Garden shall 

be restored. 

 

III. A Ruler of Nations (vv. 10-16) 

 

A. The Nations Inquire (v. 10) 

 

Jesus is the insignia. He is a signal calling people and the banner under whom His people gather. 
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B. The Remnant Returns (v. 11-12) 

 

God’s faithfulness to the Jews first becomes evident in the number of Jews from the 12 Tribes 

who have been saved since the life and death of Jesus their MESSIAH. We have seen the pattern 

repeated up to Jesus and we see it repeating itself in fulfillment since Jesus. 

 

C. The Enemy Defeated (vv. 13-15) 

 

D. The Pathway Cleared (v. 16) 

 

 

 

 

As we read this passage, can we from the structure of this section (7-12), point to Jesus? Friends, 

there is nothing here BUT Jesus! Is this fanciful thinking or is it true? 

 

Who is this RIGHTEOUS RULER?  

 

“There is an ancient Hebrew text, called the Targum Jonathan, in which Rabbis sought to 

interpret passages of the Old Testament scriptures. The Targum Jonathan shows that at least 

some of the ancient Rabbis believed that the message contained in Isaiah 11:1-10 was a reference 

to a Messiah. Here is an excerpt from the Targum Jonathan: "And there shall go forth a King 

from the Sons of Jesse, and the Messiah shall be anointed from his children's children." Jesse was 

the father of King David. But the Messiah would be a descendant of Jesse, specifically through 

his son David.”11 

 

 Land – Garden 

 

The descriptions of the king point to Israel being restored and dwelling in the land.  The 

emphasis is also on a kingdom where evil empires are wiped off the face of the earth and peace 

and justice are prevalent.  Garden imagery is present and brought out in verses 6-9.  

One day, the earth will be cleansed of sin and reconstituted as a Garden where God will meet 

with His people for their joy. 

 

 Seed – JESUS 

 

Jesus is the majestic one (10:34), the shoot (v. 1), the branch (v. 2), and the signal (vv. 10, 12). He 

is the judge who will judge righteously, restore peace to the land, and restore His people for 

their joy. 

 

Gospel 
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The paragraph is describing the promised king/seed.  It describes this king’s lineage, character, 

and rule which is all fulfilled in who Jesus is and what he did and will do in the future.  

 

 Blessing – Global 

 

The descriptions of the king also point to Israel being restored and the nations taking notice 

(11:10,12).  The tagline of “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 

the sea” (11:9) is also mentioned, which is the vision of God. 

In that day, worshippers from every tongue, tribe, nation, and people will gather in peace for 

the adoration and praise of God. 

 

No more fighting among the people of God. 

 

APPLICATION (US/NOW):  

 

The question that confronts the reader is simple, “Is that day, this day?” My answer is YES and 

NO. Jesus begins this picture and promise. Right now, this is fulfilled and being fulfilled and 

will be fulfilled. Much like how we describe our SALVATION. It is a singular event with three 

parts or acts. There is a beginning we call justification. A middle that is our sanctification and a 

finalized expression called our glorification. Thus, there is a past, a present, and a future. You 

cannot pull them apart without walking into false teaching. 

 

The same is true here in our passage. Jesus in His person and work won the victory over His 

enemies and renders certain the deliverance of His people. At His crucifixion, resurrection, and 

ascension, Jesus received THE DEED TO THE LAND from the ANCIENT OF DAYS and is the 

only one worthy to break the seal and begin to reclaim what is rightfully His as Creator and 

Redeemer. 

 

Thus, right now the picture we see in Isaiah 11 is happening. He is renewing creation and He is 

ruling over the nations. This entire process will culminate at His Second Coming, but let us not 

fear as to its actuality and certainty.  

 

We are not living in denial at the tragedy and brokenness and corruption of our circumstances, 

but co-existing in this is God ruling and running all of it. The passage isn’t asking us to believe 

something that isn’t true, but to actually believe what is true. The righteous ruler is renewing 

His creation and ruling over the nations. He is gathering people from every tribe, tongue, 

people, and nations right now.   

 

Hope for Jesus.  This branch/king has come and will return in the future.  Just like those in 

Isaiah’s time, we are awaiting in eager expectation for THE king who will rule and reign with 

justice and mercy.  That king is reigning now and will return to rewrite all wrongs and make all 

things new. 
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THUS, what do we say to those who are experiencing loss and absence right now? Do not grieve 

as those who have no hope for if we believe in Jesus . . .  

 

Right now God is working, He is with you, and He will bring you home. 

 

LET US PRAY: 
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