
 

 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 12, 2021 
Title:  The “Sign” 
Text:  Isaiah 7, 8 
Theme: God is faithful to destroy His enemies and deliver His people. 
 
Introduction: 
What is a sign? A sign informs, it educates, it tells us of something yet unseen, but certain. 
  
Caution blind corner ahead – the SIGN tells us of something yet unseen, but certain. If you 
disregard the sign, you will pay the consequence. 
 
Both Ahaz and Hezekiah were given signs. 
AHAZ [Isa 7:11, 14; 8:18] 
HEZEKIAH [Isa. 37:30; 38:7, 22] 

 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Scripture uses signs as reminders of what is true. 

 Gen. 1:14 - Light is a sign days, weeks, and months 

 Gen. 9:12, 13 – The Rainbow is a sign 

 Gen. 17:11 – Circumcision was a sign 

 Exod. 31:13 – Sabbath is a sign. 
A sign of what? That God would deliver the Nation and keep them in the land. 
Ahaz refused to turn to God, but rather turned to Assyria. 
As a result of his unbelief, God would punish the Nation and Assyria. 
 

I. The Context (vv. 1, 2) 
 
There are two elements in the initial verses. 
 

A. The Historical Context 
 

1. The Kings (2 Kings 15; 2 Chron. 26) 
 
a. Uzziah’s failure: NEVERTHELESS (2 Kings 15:5, “And the LORD 

touched the king, so that he was a leper to the day of his death.”) 
b. Jotham’s faith: NEVERTHELESS (2 Kings 15:17, “He did what was right 

in the eyes of the LORD.”) 
c. Ahaz’s depravity: NEVER (2 Kings 16) 

 
2. The Threat (v. 1) 

 

Syria [Heb. - aram] found seven times in Isaiah. Five of those are in chapter seven [vv. 1, 2, 4, 5, 
8]. 
 

The threat was from the Assyrians. Syria and Israel were forming a coalition to fight against 
Tiglath-pileser III. Judah wanted nothing to do with this. 
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“Tiglath-pileser III, (flourished 8th century bc), king of Assyria (745–727 bc) who inaugurated 
the last and greatest phase of Assyrian expansion. He subjected Syria and Palestine to his rule, 
and later (729 or 728) he merged the kingdoms of Assyria and Babylonia.”1 
 

3. The Response – fear and faithlessness (v. 2) 
 
The push from Syria and Israel to invade Judah was unstoppable. 
 

B. The Biblical Context [Theological] 
 

1. The Law as Vassal Treaty (Conditional; Exod. 19ff) 
2. The Seed Promise as Royal Gift Covenant (Unconditional; Gen. 3:15; 

12:1-5) 
 
Isaiah 7:14 is the SEED PROMISE of the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT. 
The Judgment upon the Nation is a consequence of breaking the VASSAL TREATY [Mosaic 
Law]. 
 

C. The Literary Context [Chaps. 7 and 8] 
 

II. The Communication [Literary Context; Structure] 
 

A. The Promise (vv. 3-25) 
 

1. YHWH speaks to Isaiah (vv. 3-9) 
 
The threat you are faced with is real, but immaterial in light of YHWH. [Think David and 
Goliath]. There is always a call to take what you see and compare it against what is actually 
going on. Throughout Scripture, there is always this comparison and contrast between what you 
see in the horizontal and what is actually going on in the vertical. The Book of Revelation is the 
apex picture of these two competing pictures. God is calling you to trust Him. 
 

a. A word of encouragement in the context of the challenge (vv. 3-6) 
 
Perspective is everything. Notice how God describes the threat, as two smoldering stumps of 
firebrands. Elsewhere Isaiah will refer to the Nations as drops in a bucket. Do not forget Isaiah 
6:1, “To what or to whom are you looking?” 
 

b. A word of promise concerning the threat (vv. 7-9) 
 
Whatever it is you are dealing with is temporal. It shall not last. You and I need not fear whatever 
it is that can destroy our bodies, but cannot destroy our souls. We should rather fear Him who 
can destroy body and soul. 
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Notice the formula. “’If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all.’ “The wordplay 
connects unbelief with instability. Unbelief in God destabilizes everything for Ahaz.”2 Fear and 
Faithlessness are inseparable. 
 

2. YHWH speaks to Ahaz (vv. 10-25) 
 

1. A gracious invitation (v. 10, 11) 
 
The God of Promise invites the king to ask of Him a sign that what He has promised shall come 
to pass. 
 

2. An arrogant refusal (v. 12) 
 
Oh boy! This does not appear to be going well. Thus, instead of trusting in YHWH, King Ahaz 
turns to the very threat itself for his deliverance, ASSYRIA. 
 

3. An undeniable sign (vv. 13-25) 
  
The very thing you fear shall be destroyed (vv. 15-17) 
 

1a. Therefore (vv. 14-17) THE SIGN and THE PROMISE (vv. 16, 17). 
 
Remember, there is a parallel idea between King Ahaz (7-8) and King Hezekiah (36-39). “Two 
such signs would be offered to Hezekiah (37:30; 38:7).”3 
 
THE BIRTH OF THIS CHILD shall signal the fulfillment of the previous word to Isaiah (vv. 15-
17) 
 
“Notice that the LORD begins with the focus only on Ahaz, addressing the audience as "thee". 

"Thee" is a singular second-person pronoun, which means only one person is being addressed - 

that is, Ahaz. Isaiah, speaking on behalf of the LORD, then proceeds by addressing not only 

Ahaz but the "house of David". The pronouns used in this latter part are "ye" and "you" - plural 

second-person pronouns - which means multiple people are being addressed. So the grammar 

does not support the theory that Isaiah 7:14 is addressed to Ahaz alone and had its primary 

fulfillment during Ahaz's reign. Isaiah 7:14 says that the Lord himself shall give a sign to "you". 

This "[to] you" is לכם (la kem) in Hebrew, which is a plural second-person pronoun. Hence the 

prophecy of this virgin birth was given not only to Ahaz but to all the descendants of David, 

referred to as the "house of David". In fact, Luke alludes to the Isaiah 7:10-14 prophecy in stating, 

"And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 

Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and 

the virgin's name was Mary." (Luke 1:26-27). Both Joseph and Mary, who saw the fulfillment of 

the prophecy, belonged to the house of David (Matthew 1:6-16, Luke 3:23-31). Thus it is wrong 

to think that Isaiah 7:14 had to be fulfilled during Ahaz's lifetime. The focus comes back to 
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Ahaz's time at verse 17 ("The LORD shall bring upon thee...."), but everything from verse 13 to 

16 looks beyond Ahaz's immediate circumstances.”4 

 

Double fulfillment [vv. 1-13; Ahaz] versus Double reference [vv. 14ff; the Nation]. The one who 

comes assures the Nation they have a future. 

 
The following four sections explain what this looks like for the nations involved. “Isaiah sets 
forth the devastating national consequences of foreign invasion, marked fourfold by the phrase, 
in that day.”5 
 

2b. Their refusal to trust YHWH will result in the collapse of their 
homeland. 

 
“This prophecy had little significance for Ahaz, since he had placed all of his hope in Assyria—
which would soon turn and destroy him (vv. 17-25).”6 
 
In that day | swarms of enemy troops (vv. 18, 19) 
In that day | shamed through shaving (v. 20) 
In that day | the devastation of the population is sustainable through meager means (vv. 21, 22) 
In that day | an unkept land (vv. 23-25)  
 

B. The Fulfillment (8:1-22) 

 

Three sections marked by, “The LORD said to me” (vv. 1, 5, 11). 

 

1. The Son (vv. 3, 4) 
 

What God said would come to pass, will come to pass. 
 

2. The Refusal (vv. 5-10) 
 

Like Ahaz, the nation refused the waters of Shiloah. As a consequence of this refusal, the nation 

would be destroyed. 
 

3. The Sign (vv. 11-22) 
 

Look at the language the Prophet uses to describe the purpose of this sign. Do not fear those 
who can destroy the body, but rather fear Him who can destroy the body and the soul! If you 
believe in God, then He becomes for you a sanctuary, a place of encounter, comfort, and hope. 
King Ahaz refused this and as a consequence of this refusal, he floundered and is damned. 
 

Two things happen here. 

 

a. First, trust YHWH God. 

b. Second, trust His word and do not seek the experience. 
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If these two things are rejected, then there is nothing but darkness. This is what verse 22 does. 

In the absence of YHWH God and His promise to destroy the enemy and deliver His people, 

there is nothing but distress, anguish, and thick darkness, yet . . . there is HOPE (Chap. 9). 

 

Isaiah 7:14 is perhaps one of the more popular “prophecies” concerning Jesus based on Matthew 

1:22 and 23. How do we get from Isaiah 7:14 and the prophetess to Matthew 1:22, 23, a virgin 

birth and JESUS?  

 

III. The Christ - JESUS (Isa. 7:14 and Matthew 1:22, 23) 

 

How do we get from Isaiah 7:14 and the prophetess to Matthew 1:22, 23, a virgin birth and 

JESUS?  

 
1. Hebrew – almah – a young woman of child-bearing age. 
2. The woman in 7:14 is the prophetess in 8:3. She is not a virgin. Before she has Maher-

shalal-hash-baz, she had Shear-jashub. 
3. The LXX is the first translation of the Hebrew Bible in a language other than Hebrew.  
4. The Torah was translated in the 3rd century BCE. The “rest” of the Hebrew Bible was 

translated prior to “0”BCE. 
5. The translators of Isaiah 7:14 chose to use the word for “virgin” [Parthenos] long before 

there is a virgin birth and Jesus. This is the same Greek word used in Matthew 1:23. 
6. Although the HEBREW does not demand a virgin, provision is made for it to be a virgin. 

AND, it is the way the translators translated it. Why did the authors of the Septuagint use 
the word “virgin” in Isaiah 7:14? 

 The Old (Testament) is in the New (Testament) revealed, the New is in the Old concealed. 
Saint Augustine  

 “The New Testament does not begin a conversation, but ends a conversation that was 
happening centuries before. Matthew isn’t doing something different with the “text” than 
the Jewish Rabbis were doing with their Sacred Scripture (1 Pt. 1:10-12). 

7. Matthew takes Israel’s history and shows how Jesus fulfills Israel’s history. Matthew isn’t 
saying Jesus fulfills just prophecy, but Jesus fulfills also pattern. 

8. Jesus repeats and completes Israel’s Pattern.  
9. Isaiah 7:14 isn’t a prophecy as we know prophecy, but a pattern. It is this pattern of 

JUDGES, KINGS, AND DELIVERERS that Jesus fulfills.  

 Isa 19:20 And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the LORD of hosts in the land of 
Egypt: for they shall cry unto the LORD because of the oppressors, and he shall send them 
a savior, and a great one, and he shall deliver them. 

 Isa 25:9 ¶ And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and 
he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation. 

 Isa 33:22 For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he 
will save us. 

 Isa 35:4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. 
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 Isa 37:20 Now therefore, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that thou art the LORD, even thou only. 

 Isa 37:35 For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant 
David's sake. 

 Isa 38:20 The LORD was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed 
instruments all the days of our life in the house of the LORD. 

10. What is the Pattern that Jesus is fulfilling? God will provide a sign that He is about to 
destroy His enemies and deliver His people. The virgin birth and Jesus are the sign that 
God is about to make good on this long-standing pattern.  

 This is further confirmed by the genealogy in Matthew leaving the nation in captivity 
(Matt. 1:17) and Luke 4:17, 18 where Jesus announces THE YEAR OF JUBILEE when all 
debt is cancelled and all loss returned. The Year of Jubilee is the 50 year cycle [7x7]. 

11. What is the Condition? The condition is the same with King Ahaz as it is for us, Trust 
Him. God will destroy the enemy and He will deliver His people. This is what He has 
done in and through Jesus. In Jesus, the last enemy [sin and death] will be destroy and in 
this destruction, He will deliver His people. 

 
READ ISAIAH 12. 
 
1 Then you will say on that day, "I will give thanks to You, O LORD; For although You were 
angry with me, Your anger is turned away, And You comfort me. 
 2 "Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; For the LORD GOD is my strength 
and song, And He has become my salvation." 
 3 Therefore you will joyously draw water from the springs of salvation. 
 4 And in that day you will say, "Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make known His 
deeds among the peoples; Make them remember that His name is exalted." 
 5 Praise the LORD in song, for He has done excellent things; Let this be known throughout the 
earth. 
 6 Cry aloud and shout for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of 
Israel. 
 
Application: 
This passage, like all passages, calls us to believe in Jesus as the destroyer of His enemies and the deliverer 
of His people. Do you believe this? Do you believe that He will save you from your sin?  

 

1 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Tiglath-pileser-III  
2 ESV Study Bible on Isaiah 7:7-9. 
3 ESV Study Bible on Isaiah 7:13. 
4 https://www.kjvtoday.com/home/virgin-or-young-woman-in-isaiah-714 read this article. 
5 ESV Study Bible on Isaiah 7:18-25. 
6 https://themcc.org/scripturestoryline/isaiah-7-12/  

                                                           


