
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Advent: God Making Good on His Promises 
 
Date:  December 5, 2021 
Title:  Isaiah: The Fifth Gospel | An Introduction 
Text:  Isaiah 6 and 12 [Misc.] 
Theme:  In the Book of Isaiah, the reader sees the hope of God in the midst of a collapsed 

world. Ultimately, God brings hope to the Nations through the given Son. 
 
Introduction: 
 

Is there a single story with Jesus at the center? Or do Christians fabricate a link between the two 
stories that is unprovable and unsustainable? During this ADVENT season we will study five 
statements in the Prophet Isaiah that find fulfillment in Jesus. 
 

[Tear a book in half and have each side with only the other make sense of the singular story and 
the author’s intent.] 
 
“After the Psalms, Isaiah is the most quoted book in the New Testament and underlies many 
of its key themes. The occurrence of quotations from Isaiah at key points in Luke-Acts has 
persuaded many that Isaiah’s vision of new exodus/new creation inspired the early Christians 
to take the gospel to the ends of the earth. With good reason, the book of Isaiah has been called 
the ‘Fifth Gospel.’” [Emphasis added]1 
 
“Isaiah might be called the prophet for the New Testament. Isaiah is quoted more than twice 
as much as any other major prophet and more than all of the Minor Prophets combined.” 
[Emphasis added]2 
 
“The prophecy of Isaiah is strikingly similar to the entire Bible, which can be seen in the 

following comparison: Also, there are some 66 direct quotations from Isaiah in the New 

Testament. Some people have found 85 quotations and allusions to Isaiah in the New Testament. 

20 of the 27 books of the New Testament refer to Isaiah; 12 books of the New Testament have 

direct quotations.”3 

 
Because of the nature of our short study, we will not take time to understand the prophet 
thoroughly. We will, however, offer some initial thought. 
 
A Short Biographical Note Concerning the Prophet Isaiah 
 

1. The name Isaiah means “Salvation of YHWH.” 
2. His wife was called “the prophetess” (8:3), either because she was endowed with the 

prophetic gift, like Deborah (Judges 4:4) and Huldah (2 Kings 22:14-20), or simply because 
she was the wife of “the prophet” (Isaiah 38:1).  

3. Isaiah was married and had at least two sons, Shear-Jashub (7:3) and Maher-Shalal-Hash-
Baz (8:3). 



 

4. He exercised the functions of his office during the reigns of Uzziah (or Azariah), Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah (1:1). Uzziah reigned fifty-two years (810-759BC), and Isaiah must have 
begun his career a few years before Uzziah’s death.   

5. “He was a contemporary of Amos, Hosea and Micah, beginning his ministry in 740BC, the 
year King Uzziah died. He probably spent most of his life in Jerusalem, enjoying his greatest 
influence under King Hezekiah (see 37:1–2). Isaiah is also credited with writing a history of 
the reign of King Uzziah (2 Chron. 26:22).”4  

6. He lived till the fourteenth year of Hezekiah, and in all likelihood outlived that monarch 
(who died 698BC), and may have been contemporary for some years with Manasseh. Thus 
Isaiah may have prophesied for the long period.  Many would suggest that he ministered for 
approximately 60 years. 

7. In early youth Isaiah must have been moved by the invasion of Israel by the Assyrian 
monarch Pul, 2 Kings 15:19; and again, twenty years later, when he had already entered on 
his office, by the invasion of Tiglath-pileser and his career of conquest.  

8. According to an unsubstantiated Jewish tradition (The Ascension of Isaiah), he was sawed in 
half during the reign of Manasseh (cf. Heb. 11:37). 

 

This account reflects a common thought concerning his death without any rooting in reality. 

 
“According to the tradition, Isaiah was tied inside a sack, placed within the hollow of a tree 

trunk, and then sawed in two. This story traces back to a first-century, non-canonical book called 

the Ascension of Isaiah, which claims to tell the story of Isaiah’s death.”5  

 
The weight of what the prophet says is notable when viewed in his historical context. Let us 
therefore begin by considering the historical context for the book of Isaiah.  
 
Historical Context 
 

 Author and Date 
 
“Isaiah was called to his prophetic ministry ‘in the year that King Uzziah died’ (6:1), around 740 
b.c. He lived long enough to record the death of Sennacherib (37:38), in 681. However, most of 
the book can be dated only in very general terms because few specific dates are given.”6 
 
Almost 200 years earlier the nation of Israel was torn in two with ten tribes under Jeroboam 
heading to the North and two tribes [Judah and Benjamin] staying in the South under King 
Rehoboam. 
 

 Four different Kings 
 

1. Uzziah (good Isa. 6:1ff) 
2. Jotham (good “wedged” between chapters 6 and 7) 



 

3. Ahaz (bad Isa. 7:1ff) 
4. Hezekiah (good Isa. 36:1 - 39:8) 
5. Manesseh [bad] 
 

 Civil War  
 Social Unrest and Uneasiness 
 Cultural and Moral Decay 
 Leaky National Borders and Insecurity 
 Religious Syncretism 
 Out of Control National Debt 
 Economic Disparity between “Classes” 
 Inept Leadership Destroying the Nation 
 Military Incompetence and Softness 
 Inter-Nation Disrespect 

 
THE QUESTION ISAIAH ASKS 
To what or to whom are you Trusting in? 
Isaiah 6, 12 
 
TRUST – 12:2; 26:3, 4; 31:1; 36:4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 15; 37:10; 42:17 [NEGATIVE]; 50:10 
FEAR NOT – Isaiah 44:8 
 

 OXFORD, Mich. – On Wednesday, Oakland County Sheriff Michael Bouchard released 
new details about the Oxford High School shooting that left four dead and seven injured. 

o Ethan Crumbley, 15, has been charged as an adult in the case. He was a sophomore 
student at Oxford High School. 

 WAUKESHA, WI — The man accused of driving a SUV through Waukesha's Christmas 
Parade on Nov. 21 said he is "being dehumanized and demonized," according to an 
interview with Fox News at the jail where he is being held.  

o Darrell Brooks Jr., 39, is charged with six counts of first-degree intentional 
homicide and his bail is set at $5 million cash. 

o Jackson Sparks, 8, was the youngest victim of the violence. Five others — Virginia 
Sorenson, 79, LeAnna Owen, 71, Tamara Durand, 52, Jane Kulich, 52, and Wilhelm 
Hospel, 81 — were also killed. More than 60 people were injured, including 
children. 

 WAUKESHA, WI— The Waukesha Fire Department ordered the evacuation of a 
condominium and surrounding properties Thursday evening, citing an "imminent threat 
of collapse due to compromised conditions of existing structural columns," according to 
a city news release.  

o Horizon West Condominium located at 315 N. West Avenue was ordered to 
evacuate because of deteriorating structural conditions at the building, the release 
said.  



 

o "The moment we became aware of these issues this evening, we put an evacuation 
plan into action," the release said.  

o The building has 48 units, and all families are currently being evacuated by police 
and fire personnel who are going door to door, the release said. 

o Salvation Army of Waukesha is assisting families with immediate housing needs. 
 

 The Near East at the Time of Isaiah [c. 740 b.c.] 
 
The prophecies of Isaiah took place during the rise of the Assyrian Empire. Assyria posed a great 
threat to Israel and Judah as well as the entire Near East. 
 
The Assyrians were ruthless in their conquest of lands. Impaling, pyramid building with human 
heads, and skinning alive were all part of their means of instilling fear. 
 
“In 586 BC, 140 years after the northern kingdom’s exile, King Nebuchadnezzar and the 
Babylonians attacked and captured Jerusalem. The last true king of Judah, Jehoiachin, and 
many of the people of Judah and Benjamin were dragged off to Babylon in chains. Jerusalem 
was burned, walls pulled down, and the Temple (the one King Solomon built) destroyed. [the 
question begging to be answered was simple] Is this the end of God’s rescue plan? No 
descendant of David was on the throne of Israel. There was no throne in Israel. There was no 
Israel. In the midst of all this judgment, God used one of His prophets to deliver an important 
message. The amazing message from Isaiah was about a coming Messiah, or anointed one. 
Anointing was a sign of someone becoming a king of God’s people. Isaiah said there was another 
anointed one (messiah) coming, another king from the line of David… a king that will rule 
forever.”7 
 
Biblical Context 
 
What Is the Purpose of The Book? The book operates on a national level for the nation. its 
function is different for us because we are not a nation being addressed. Its application to us is 
the same, but different and we will explore that as we work through these studies. 
 

“The Prophet Isaiah was primarily called to prophesy to the Kingdom of Judah. Judah was going 

through times of revival and times of rebellion. Judah was threatened with destruction by 

Assyria and Egypt, but was spared because of God’s mercy. Isaiah proclaimed a message of 

repentance from sin and hopeful expectation of God’s deliverance in the future.”8   

 

“The book of Isaiah serves as a warning to the kingdom of Judah to not arrogantly trust in their 

own strength in the midst of crisis, but to trust in the Holy One of Israel who will bring about 

deliverance from Assyria, from the Babylonian exile, and ultimately from their sins.”9  

 

  



 

The Literary Context 
 

 As to structure 

 

The Eiffel Tower 

1. When the French government was organizing the International Exposition of 1889 to 

celebrate the centenary of the French Revolution, a competition was held for designs for 

a suitable monument. More than 100 plans were submitted, and the Centennial 

Committee accepted that of the noted bridge engineer Gustave Eiffel. 

2. Eiffel’s concept of a 300-metre (984-foot) tower built almost entirely of open-lattice 

wrought iron 

3. The tower was built by Gustave Eiffel’s civil engineering firm in two years, two months, 

and five days, using 7,500 tons of iron and 2.5 million rivets. 

4. There’s a secret apartment at the top.  
5. The Eiffel Tower was supposed to be torn down after 20 years.  
6. Hitler ordered the Eiffel Tower to be destroyed.  
7. There’s a post office in the Eiffel Tower.  
8. The Eiffel Tower moves.  
9. The massive iron structure is wind resistant and will sway during a storm. If the weather 

is bad enough, it can even move. Wind isn’t the only thing that can make the enormous 
Tower move, though—the heat of the sun also affects the Tower, causing the iron to 
expand and contract up to 7 inches. 

10. It takes a lot of work to keep the Eiffel Tower looking good.  
11. Every seven years, around 60 tons of paint are applied to the tower. It not only keeps the 

so-called Iron Lady (La dame de fer) looking good, but it also helps keep the iron from 
rusting. 

12. There’s a military bunker underneath the Eiffel Tower.  
13. There’s a Champagne bar at the top.10  

 

There are several reasons as to why we believe that Isaiah is the author of the book that bears 

his name.  

 

o The Unity of The Book Itself 
 

1. The phrase "The Holy One of Israel" occurs twelve times in chapters 1-39 
and fourteen times in chapters 40-66.  It is only used outside of Isaiah 5 
times. 

2. John's quotation in John 12:38-41 of Isaiah 53:1 and 6:10 appear to provide 
a seamless statement made by the same individual.  

3. When the LXX translation was made (about B.C. 250) the entire contents of 
the book were ascribed to Isaiah, the son of Amos.  

4. “In fact, the oldest copy of Isaiah that we have, discovered among the 



 

Qumran scrolls, and coming from before the time of Christ, has chapter 40 
beginning in the same column in which chapter 39 ends. Thus by that time 
the unity of the book was seen as firmly established. The book was seen as 
one.”11 

     

o The Structure of Isaiah 
 
The First Section is a Message of Judgment (Chapters 1-35) 

 

The primary imagery is that of "A Throne" (6:6).  Emphasis is placed heavily on the idea of God's 

Government.  The first section is made up of seven volumes and should be seen as a seven-

volume set. 

 

1. Vol. One  1-6 : Judgment concerning Judah & Israel. 

2. Vol. Two  7-12 : The book of Immanuel / Deliverance. 

  3. Vol. Three 13-23 : Judgment concerning the Nations. 

  4. Vol. Four 24-27 : Future triumph for Israel. 

  5. Vol. Five 28-33 : The volume of Woes. 

  6. Vol. Six 34-35 : Future judgment & blessing. 

 

[vol. seven] The Second Section is a Historical Interlude (Chapters 36-39). 

 

1. Hezekiah's trouble (36) 

2. Hezekiah's prayer (37) 

3. Hezekiah's sickness (38) 

4. Hezekiah's folly (39) 

 

The Third Section is A Message of Hope (Chapters 40-66) 

 

The primary imagery is that of "A Lamb" (53:7).  Emphasis is placed heavily on the idea of God's 

Grace.  The second section is made up of three volumes made up of nine equal chapters.  The 

middle chapters appear to form the climax of each section. 

 

1. The Greatness of God (Chapters 40-48). 

 The key chapter is 44:8. 
  

 2. The Salvation of the Servant – Messiah (Chapters 49-57). 

 The key chapter is 53:5-7. 
 

3. The Program of God for peace (Chapters 58-66). 

 The key chapter is 62:11, 12 (cf. 65:17). 



 

 
Now, as it relates to the passages we will consider, it is necessary as to how the New 
Testament author uses the Book of Isaiah. 
 

 As to prophecy 
 
“Prophecy, a prediction concerning the future. Matthew, however, takes Israel’s history and 
shows how Jesus fulfills Israel’s history. Matthew isn’t saying Jesus fulfills prophecy, but Jesus 
fulfills the pattern.”12 
 
“The New Testament does not begin a conversation, but ends a conversation that was happening 
centuries before. What Matthew does with the Hebrew Scripture, is what the Hebrew Rabbi did 
with their Hebrew Scripture. Matthew isn’t doing something different with the “text” than the 
Jewish Rabbis were doing with their Sacred Scripture (1 Pt. 1:10). 
Although not fulfilled in Israel are fulfilled in the head of the Nation, Jesus [I.e. Matthew 2:13-
15; John 19:32-37 {Exod. 12:46; Isa. 52:12 ‘go out’ Exod. 12:11 and Deut. 16:3}]. John jumped into 
a conversation that was already happening.”13 
Jesus repeats and completes Israel’s Patterns. 
 

“Jesus is Israel’s divine representative, and the history that Israel went through comes to its 
head in Jesus.”14 

 
Prophecy is “literal” in its historical context. It becomes “spiritual” in Jesus. The pattern, as 
exhibited in Israel, is fulfilled in Jesus. Any prophecy that is Israel-centric, is fulfilled in Jesus 
who is the new Israel. This principle isn’t subjective in the New Testament. The New Testament 
writer does not compromise on this principle. Thus, when we read our Old Testament and read 
of “prophecies” concerning the Nation of Israel and their future we must read them as fulfilled 
in Jesus. Their fulfillment in Jesus is the fulfillment to the Nation.  
 
LITERAL “VS” SPIRITUAL 
 

In many of the prophecies or patterns found in the Old Testament and in Isaiah you have a near 
and then a far fulfillment. The pictures Isaiah provides were to fill his immediate audience with 
HOPE. HOPE in God of His future provision for rescue and restoration. 
 

Conclusion: 
 

Is the protestant bible a singular story or are we to ripe our story in half? What would become 
of our understanding of this Word from God if either Testament understood its message without 
the other half?  
 

Our intent in our ADVENT study shows how the Bible, as a whole and Isaiah in particular, is 
singular and its intent is to show us Jesus. Thus, our intent is to show the singularity of the 
biblical story and how Jesus sits squarely in the middle. 



 

 
God has made a promise and He will fulfill the promise through Israel for the Nations. 
What you and I see in the horizontal is not the full story. 
God is not reacting or responding to our choices. We are reacting or responding to His choices. 
 

 Civil War  
 Social Unrest and Uneasiness 
 Cultural and Moral Decay 
 Leaky National Borders and Insecurity 
 Religious Syncretism 
 Out of Control National Debt 
 Economic Disparity between “Classes” 
 Inept Leadership Destroying the Nation 
 Military Incompetence and Softness 

 Inter-Nation Disrespect 
 
THE QUESTION ISAIAH ASKS 
To what or to whom are you Trusting in? Isaiah 6 
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