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Date:  January 30, 2022 

Title:  Therefore, Consider the Word and Understand the Vision 

Text:  Daniel 9:1-27 (vv. 24-27) 

Theme: God is faithful to keep His promise and only He can fix what is broken. 

 

Introduction: 

 

This series of studies were prompted by questions coming up in various meetings over the last 

several months. Rather than keep the findings separate from the Sunday Morning Studies, I 

believed we could all profit from the study. 

 

Several months back on October 10, 2021, I brought up my shift theologically as it relates to 

eschatology. This shift took place over years. As a consequence of that shift, I’ve begun to look 

at the various passages I often approached one way and allowed the passage to tell me what it 

said rather than impose my presuppositions onto the passage. As a consequence of this practice, 

I am looking at passages differently and Daniel 9:24-27 is one of those passages that creates a 

domino effect on other passages.  

 

I titled this study, “Therefore, Consider the Word and Understand the Vision.” No one less than 

Gabriel gave these words and his intent was toward clarity. How in the world we could read 

this so poorly is beyond me? That isn’t to say I have all of it figured out, but we appear to have 

made a mess of it. I do not believe the problem lies in what is said. The problem lies in our lack 

of insight and unwillingness to accept what we do not know or cannot understand.  

 

In the Hebrew passage, the words consider and understand are the same. The translators change 

them for variety. The Hebrew word means “to separate mentally.”  

 

The word [biyn] occurs nineteen times in Daniel and of those occurrences only two occur before 

chapter 8 (1:4, 17). The rest occur in chapters 8 (vv. 5, 16, 17, 23, 27), 9 (vv. 2, 22, 23), 10 (vv. 1, 11, 

12, 14), 11 (vv. 30, 33, 37), and 12 (8, 10). The same can be said of the word “vision.” This usage 

fits Daniel’s focus in the book. The first section, chapters 1-6, are historical and the second 

section, chapters 8-12, are prophetical. God through Gabriel desires for us to understand. Again, 

God spoke to be understood. Any confusion concerning a passage lies with us, not God. And 

there are some things, we cannot know at this time. Daniel 9:24-27, however, is not one of them. 

 

What is the “issue” we are addressing in this study?  

 First, all of Scripture is linked together. Studies do not exist in a vacuum.  

 Second, as it relates to Daniel 9:24-27, my first question is, “What did it mean to them 

then?” My second question is, “What does it say about Jesus?” And my final question is, 

“What does it mean to us today?” 
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 Third, as it relates to end time prophecy or eschatology, I do not believe the 70 weeks 

spoken of by Daniel 9:24-27 speak to a suspension of the 70th week followed by the 

rapture, a seven-year tribulation concluding with His second coming.  This common view 

of end times is embraced by Dispensationalists but is not supported by this passage. 
 

I believe the 70 weeks of Daniel were fulfilled in the second century BC and then again in the 

first century AD and I believe this pattern will repeat itself prior to the second coming of Jesus. 

As such, I believe Daniel gives us a repeating pattern based on how Jesus saw Daniel 9:24-27 in 

the Olivet Discourse of Matthew 24 and 25. 
 

There are six reasons as to why I do not separate the first 69 weeks from the 70th Week.   
 

1. Pre-Jesus, Judaism understood the 70 weeks of Daniel fulfilled either the second century 

BCE and then again in the first century AD. Judaism saw Daniel 9 fulfilled in Antiochus 

IV, but also read it as a repeating pattern that always caused it to be applicable in creating 

hope and giving comfort. 
 

“In the early third century C.E., Hippolytus wrote the first known Christian commentary on 

Daniel. For him, Dan 9:24-27 originally pertained to the Antiochene crisis during the second 

century B.C.E., but the symbolic depth of these verses allowed later readers to expect a 

recapitulation of Antiochus IV in a future Antichrist. Antiochus IV was one instance of a 

recurring pattern of insolence and oppression throughout the Bible and redemptive history. 

Hippolytus thus anticipated and combined the Antiochene and Dispensational interpretations 

of Daniel's seventy sevens. He, however, was not the first per-son to apply the seventy sevens 

to more than one context.”1 
 

“They knew that the writer of Daniel was talking about the Antiochene crisis. Nevertheless, they 

read Daniel typologically and saw in their day a repetition of the pattern of unbelief and 

worldliness that the writer of Daniel had applied to Hellenistic Jews during the reign of 

Antiochus IV. In other words, they expected a replay of the Antiochene crisis. Desolation of 

God's temple would occur again at the hands of a Gentile army-this time, Rome. The Seleucids 

and Romans represented historically independent but typologically related administrations of 

di-vine judgment. It is this typology that Jesus and the Gospel writers want the reader of Daniel 

and the Gospels to understand.”2 
 

“Although Daniel 9:24-27 addresses the Antiochene crisis of the second century BCE, many of 
Jesus' followers have read this passage with reference to his first and second comings. Following 
the typological example of the Old Testament and New Testament, this article considers how 
Jesus is another anointed one that replays the 6th and 2nd century worlds of Daniel 9 and 
thereby accomplishes the six objectives of Daniel 9:24.”3 
 

The books of 1 and 2 Maccabees [1 Macc. 1:43-61] record the events of the Antiochene crisis, the 

Maccabean resistance, and the Hasmonean restoration. 
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The Jewish literature written during the silent years, saw themselves as living in the “seventy 

sevens” of Daniel without referencing Daniel. 
 

2. The Septuagint and the Qumran Copy of Daniel. 
 

“The translation of Dan 9:24-27 in the Septuagint may be the earliest known version of the 

prophecy of the seventy sevens.”4  
 

“The Qumran community and the Dead Sea scrolls originated in the middle of the second 

century B.C.E. during the aftermath of the Maccabean victory. The members of the community 

had withdrawn into the desert in order to practice their Torah faithfulness without interference 

from Hellenised Jews. A total of eight manuscripts with the text of Daniel were found in caves 

1, 4, and 6 at Qumran. None of these manuscripts, however, preserves Dan 9:24-27.”5  

 

The writing of the Greek version of Daniel 9 and the events and writing of Maccabees raises the 

question of what came first? 

 

 “The Book of Daniel is preserved in the 12-chapter Masoretic Text and in two longer 

Greek versions, the original Septuagint version, c. 100 BCE, and the later Theodotion 

version from c. 2nd century CE.”6 

 

 “They were written in the second century BC (likely date of 1 Maccabees) or first 

century BC (likely date of 2 Maccabees), probably originally in Hebrew for 1 Maccabees 

and Greek for 2 Maccabees, though the surviving manuscripts are in Greek.”7 

 

3. The message of Gabriel answers the question, “When will we be restored to the Land?” 

It isn’t answering, “When is the Messiah coming?” 
 

“The seventy sevens disclose what God will do in the future in order to answer Daniel's twofold 

prayer for mercy for Israel and glory for God. Stated differently, the seventy sevens announce 

God's promises and state his intention to fulfil those promises.”8 
 

4. No New Testament author directly quotes Daniel 9:24-27 to prove Jesus is the Messiah 

and, in addition, the only time Daniel 9:24-27 occurs is concerning the pattern leading up 

to the end of God’s program with the phrase, “The Abomination of Desolation” (Matt. 

24:15; Mark 13:14). 

5. The ancient apologist Justin Martyr does not use Daniel 9:24-27 as a Messianic Prophecy. 

a. Justin Martyr, a Christian apologist of the 2nd century AD, cites 100’s of prophecies 
seeking to show how Jesus is the Messiah, but never Daniel 9.9  

b. Rabbi Skobac of Jews for Judaism points out that Marvin Rosenthal in his desire 

to prove Jesus as Messiah from the Hebrew Scripture never sites Daniel 9:24-27 as 

proof.10 
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6. It wasn’t until the end of the first century CE that Christians began assigning Jesus 

significance to the Prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27. 

7. And it wasn’t until the end of the 19th Century [@1880ish], that Christians began to 

separate the 70th week of Daniel from the preceding 69. 

8. Jeremiah’s 70 years does not present a gap in time.  Daniel’s 70 weeks were constructed 

on the pattern of Jeremiah; therefore, it does not have a gap in time.  

9. Many authors [and systems of theology] assign a weight to this passage greater than it 

should carry.  
 

One Bible author who is non-dispensational notes. 
 

“One might well argue that Daniel 9:24-27 is both the most complex and the most crucial 

text in either testament bearing on the subject of biblical prophecy.”11 
 

“Daniel 9 is one of the strangest and most symbolically rich passages in all of the Bible. the 

passage commonly known as "The Seventy Sevens" is one of the most symbolically complex 

passages in the Bible and also has a wide range of scholarly interpretations surrounding it.”12  

Another author who is dispensational says. 
 

“This chapter looks at the most significant prophecy in Daniel, and that’s saying 

something. The way I see it as I read the Bible in its plain sense is that the next event on 

the eschatological calendar is the rapture, the emergence of the antichrist, the 

inauguration of the 7-year tribulation or 70 weeks in Daniel, and, at the end, the Battle of 

Armageddon – the Second Coming. The vision of the 70 weeks is the backbone of 

prophecy about Israel, Christ, and the antichrist. Fewer predictions in Scripture have 

been interpreted in as many ways as the 70 weeks of Daniel.13 
 

“My desire for you is to be able to read prophecy passages (Matthew 24, Luke 21, 1 
Thessalonians 4-5, 2 Thessalonians 1-2, the Book of Revelation, and more), and then 
using Daniel’s 70th week, be able to figure out where everything fits.”14 

 

Both of those comments are crushing the actual purpose of that passage. Its complexity is 

because of trying to make it carry a theological weight it was never designed to bear. Its 

importance is because it becomes a lynch pin on which the door of a system swings.  I am 

amazed at how confusing this passage has become. It is like a ball of string that is all knotted 

together and it takes time to unravel it. 
 

Now, with that said, “What does Daniel 9:24-27 mean?” 
 

Simple Structure 

 The six infinitives (v. 24) 

 The word to restore and rebuild Jerusalem (v. 25) 

 The re-destruction of the city and the Sanctuary (v. 26) and the events of the final 70th 

week (v. 27). 
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Seven Observations: 

  

1. Daniel 9:24-27 is part of a larger structure in Daniel 9. It is part of a whole. 

 

A. Daniel’s confusion over the Jeremiah Prophecy (vv. 1, 2) 

B. Daniel’s prayer of confession and for clarity (vv. 3-19) 

C. Gabriel’s mediating message of clarity and encouragement (vv. 20-27) 

a. His arrival and purpose (vv. 20-23) 

b. His clarifying message as to Daniel’s confusion (vv. 24-27) 

 

Whatever Gabriel says clarifies Daniel’s confusion stated in vv. 1, 2 and prayed over in vv. 3-19. 

The message of Gabriel answers the question, “When will we be restored to the Land?” It isn’t 

answering, “When is the Messiah coming?” 

 

2. As it relates to Jeremiah’s prophecies, time or the “when” is an issue (vv. 1, 2). 

 

 Jeremiah 25:11, 12 – Seventy Years of Judgment 

 

Jeremiah 25:15-38 is “The Cup of YHWH’S Wrath.”  

 

 Jeremiah 29:10-14 

 
10 “For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, 

and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will 
seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you, declares 
the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places 
where I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I 
sent you into exile. 
 

 Leviticus 26:18 – Daniel is aware of the “curse” of a broken LAW. 

 
14 “But if you will not listen to me and will not do all these commandments, 15 if you spurn my 
statutes, and if your soul abhors my rules, so that you will not do all my commandments, but 
break my covenant, 16 then I will do this to you: I will visit you with panic, with wasting disease 
and fever that consume the eyes and make the heart ache. And you shall sow your seed in vain, 
for your enemies shall eat it. 17 I will set my face against you, and you shall be struck down 
before your enemies. Those who hate you shall rule over you, and you shall flee when none 
pursues you. 18 And if in spite of this you will not listen to me, then I will discipline you again 

sevenfold for your sins, 19 and I will break the pride of your power, and I will make your 
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heavens like iron and your earth like bronze. 20 And your strength shall be spent in vain, for 
your land shall not yield its increase, and the trees of the land shall not yield their fruit. 
 

Daniel exists between two events. First, he knows that the Nation is in exile because they have 

violated God’s LAW [Vassal Treaty]. This is a LAW based consequence. Second, he knows it is 

70 years in length. This is based on 2 Chronicles 36:17-23 and this prophecy of Jeremiah 25. 

Second Chronicles 36:21 says it is 70 years because the Nation did not keep the Sabbatical Year. 

Jeremiah knows this. Every seventh year, the land was to rest. Thus, for 490 years they lived in 

violation of the LAW. Third, I would suggest the number 490 is somewhat arbitrary. Both 490 

and 70 are symbolic numbers. How do we know this? If we do the math, then . . .  

 

The Babylonian Captivity had three deportations. The first in 606, the second in 597 and the last 

in 586 with the destruction of the Temple. It will end in 536BC. 

If you add 490 to 606BC, then it is the year 1096BC. Some suggest this is when the “Holy Place” 

in Shiloh was destroyed, during the years of the Judges. It is between the giving of the LAW in 

1445, the wilderness wandering, and the entering of Canaan around 1440BC. Joshua was 110 

when he died (Judges 2:8). The Book of Judges is around 1300’s. I highly doubt they were 

keeping the Sabbatical Year in the days of the Judges. So, for almost 600 years they were 

violating the LAW. Thus, 490 years speaks to their “perfect or complete” disobedience. The 490 

isn’t giving an exact number. The 70-year captivity speaks to their “perfect or complete” exile or 

punishment. 

 

How do we know this? In other places, 490 is used symbolically (Matt. 18). 

 

Daniel’s question comes as he hears of Nebuchadnezzar’s defeat at the end of the 70 years and 

before the decree of King Cyrus of Persia. He is beginning to wonder if the curse of Leviticus 

26:18 is being instated. He knew they were in Babylon because of their disobedience to the Law, 

thus he prays passionately for forgiveness in order that they would be restored to the land (Dan. 

9:3-18). This prayer is in keeping with 2 Chronicles 7:12-14 in Solomon’s night vision. 

 

Thus, the idea of trying to figure out an exact 490-year period is somewhat mute. The issue is 

meaning. I’ve read enough to know there isn’t a lot of agreement on the actual starting and 

stopping if you think of it as a literal 490-year period. 

 

“The seventy sevens' structure of ten jubilee cycles anticipates the Jubilee of Jubilees for a 

historical outcome.”15 

 

[My thoughts – 7x70=490. This formula speaks of an undetermined time period. It was not meant 

to be an exact number. It is using hyperbole to make its point. No amount of time passing is 

going to fix Israel’s heart problem. Only the coming of the Messiah and the cutting of a NEW 

COVENANT can do this.] 
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“These two verses reveal that they are structured in the poetic style of synonymous (or perhaps 
synthetic) parallelism in which the 27th verse repeats and elaborates the content of the 26th 
verse. Thus, events that occur “after” the 69th week (v. 26) occur “in” the 70th week (v. 27). The 
death of Messiah and the destruction of Jerusalem are the two principal events portrayed in vv. 
26-27. Note especially the verbal correspondences between v. 26b and v. 27b. The principal 
reason has just been given: vv. 26 and 27 are not relating events that are sequential (i.e., A B C 
D) but rather parallel (i.e., A B A B).”16 
 

3. Counting the Weeks 

 

Is it 7 + 62 + 1 = 70 or is it 7 + 62 +++++1 = 70? 

 

4. Gabriel gives an answer to Daniel’s prayer. 

 

a. The six “infinitives” or objectives [outcomes] are time indicators. 

 

“Whilst it is true that the New Testament never explicitly cites Daniel 9:24, explicit quotations 
are not the only way that the writers of the New Testament interacted with the Old Testament. 
Its categories of thought almost unconsciously shaped their view of the world and especially 
their view of Jesus. This was certainly true of the book of Daniel (cf. Evans 2002:521; Pennington 
2009:286; Wright 1996:598). When Jesus called himself the Son of Man, he did not have to 
mention Daniel by name as the source of the title. Everybody knew what text was in view. The 
same could be said about the six objectives of Daniel 9:24. Sin, atonement, righteousness, 
fulfilment of prophecy, and temple were woven into the fabric of the New Testament world. 
After Jesus' hermeneutics lesson on Easter Sunday (Lk 24:25-27, 44-47), the New Testament 
writers instinctively related these topics to the person and work of Jesus.”17 
 

The Negative 

to finish the transgression,  

to put an end to sin, and  

to atone for iniquity,  

 

“Because the first three objectives concern the problem of sin, they can be grouped together here. 

It is hardly controversial to say that the New Testament considers the death of Jesus the 

definitive solution to sin.”18 

 

 For the Jews, it is the end of the priestly system and the destruction of the Temple 

 For the Christian, it is the death of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Positive 

to bring in everlasting righteousness,  

to seal both vision and prophet, and  

to anoint a most holy place. 
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 For the Jews, I have no idea. 

 For the Christians, Jesus inaugurates all of this through His resurrection and 

ascension. This will be culminated at His Second coming. However, nothing in the 

passage speaks to its culmination. 

 

b. The starting and ending points need to be clarified. 

 

Part of the problem is what “seventy sevens” means. Are these days, weeks, months, or years, 

or are they symbolic? 

 

When does this begin? Many suggestions are offered. 

Either, 

Ezra 1:1-4   538BCE  Cyrus, King of Persia 

Ezra 6:12, 13 520BCE  King Darius [all three made the decree; it was finished with  

Haggai and Zechariah in 520BCE] 

Ezra 7:11-16  458BCE King Artaxerxes I 

Or  

Nehemiah 2:1 446BCE–445BCE In the 20th year of King Artaxerxes 

 

In the many attempts to reconcile a literal day fulfillment, one perspective offers the following 

explanation. 

 

 “After the culmination of the 62 seven-year periods, or after 483rd year, the Messiah would be 

cut off. Both the ancient Hebrews to whom Daniel was writing and the ancient Babylonians to 

whom he was subservient (the Book of Daniel having been written in Babylon during the latter 

half of the 6th century BC) used a 360-day year. So, 483 years x 360 days = 173,880 days. This is 

the equivalent of 476 years and 25 days, using our modern Gregorian calendar’s 365-day year. 

As for our starting point, the Persian emperor Artaxerxes Longimanus (who ruled from 464-424 

BC) issued the edict to rebuild Jerusalem sometime during the Hebrew month of Nisan in the 

20th year of his reign, or c. 445 BC (Nehemiah 2:1-8). From c. 445 BC, 173,880 days brings us to 

c. AD 30. According to this prophecy, the Messiah would show up, present Himself as Messiah 

to the nation and then be “cut off” some time near AD 30.”19 

 

c. The six infinitives are the 70 x 7 ending. 

 

At the end, the anointed one shall be cut off and the city and the sanctuary shall be destroyed. 

Jews believe this happened with Nero in 63AD, with sacrifices ceasing in the slaughter of the 

priests of Qumran in 66AD, and the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 70AD. 

 

The Great Revolt began in the year 66 CE, during the twelfth year of the reign of Nero, 

originating in Roman and Jewish religious tensions.  
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“Exactly what is meant by “seventy sevens”? The phrase by itself is ambiguous, but taken in 

context the meaning is clear. Daniel’s prayer in verses 3-19 of the chapter refers to the fulfillment 

of a specific seventy-year period, the seventy years of the Babylonian captivity (as prophesied 

by Jeremiah). Daniel received the seventy sevens prophecy in response to his prayer. The 

prophecy foretold a period of seven times seventy yet to come, or seventy-seven-year periods. 

Seventy-seven-year periods equals 490 years. The prophecy goes on to say that “from the issuing 

of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven sevens 

(49) and sixty-two sevens (434). . . . Then after the sixty-two sevens the Messiah will be cut off 

and have nothing.” Nebuchadnezzar had Jerusalem dismantled around 587 BC after having to 

put down two rebellions there in less than 10 years. At the time this prophecy was given, 

Jerusalem still lay in ruins. According to the prophecy, from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem 

there would be seven seven-year periods and sixty-two more seven-year periods—or 483 

years—until the Messiah would show up. According to this prophecy, the Messiah would show 

up, present Himself as Messiah to the nation and then be “cut off” some time near AD 30. This 

was fulfilled as Jesus Christ presented Himself to the nation of Israel on Palm Sunday, was 

crucified on Preparation Day (the annual day on which the Passover Lamb was slain), and rose 

from the dead on Sunday. The prophecy then goes on to say that, subsequent to the Messiah’s 

being killed, ‘the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary.’ 

Within one generation of Christ’s crucifixion, Titus razed Jerusalem and destroyed the temple. 

There is some debate about the exact date of the decree that began the 483 years. There is also 

debate as to whether the days should be counted on our modern 365-day calendars or the 360-

day lunar calendar. Regardless, Daniel’s prophecy lays out an amazingly accurate time line. If 

we knew all the exact dates of Daniel’s prophecy and timing, we would find it predicted the 

very day of Christ’s death—over 600 years before it occurred.”20 

 

5. Identifying the anointed one[s]. 

 

Christian translations have mishandled the Hebrew word “anointed.” Up until the ESV, most 

translations failed to represent the text in a “neutral” manner. What is typical is the following 

commentator. 

 

“Daniel 9:24-27 is a key biblical passage. It is the only Old Testament passage which refers to the 

Messiah as ‘Messiah.’ Elsewhere He is called ‘Shiloh’ (Genesis 49:10), the ‘Root of Jesse’ (Isaiah 

11:10), the ‘Righteous Branch’ (Jeremiah 23:5), the ‘Prince of Peace’ (Isaiah 9:6), etc. But the name 

by which He is known best, ‘Messiah,’ appears in only one passage: Daniel 9:24-27.” 

 

The Hebrew word “anointed” occurs 39 times in Hebrew Scripture. It speaks of an anointing for 

leadership; priesthood. Our Christian Bibles translate it “anointed” 37 times. But in Daniel it is 

translated “the Messiah” to fit the narrative.  “The” not in Hebrew; Capital “M” not in Hebrew. 

The KJV and the NASB and the NIV mistranslate the idea, whereas the ESV works to get it right. 
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“First of all, the term “mashiach”, which literally means “anointed one,” is never used in the 
Torah in reference to the Messiah as we think of it today. That word appears 39 times in the 
Torah, and the intention is always for a High Priest, a King, or someone designated by God 
(“anointed”) for some special mission. See for example Leviticus 4:3, I Samuel 12:3, 24:6, 26:11, 
Psalms 20:7, Lamentations 4:20, and Isaiah 45:1. In fact, Rabbi Tovia Singer points out that in 
every other place where the word “mashiach” appears in the Torah, Christian Bibles interpret it 
accurately as “anointed one” and only the two times that it appears here do they translate it as 
“the Messiah” – both with the definite article “the” in front of it (which does not appear in the 
Hebrew), and with the word Messiah capitalized – although Hebrew has no capital letters.”21 
 

The Hebrew saw this as one who is anointed a king, priest, or prophet. The Christian seeks to 

see this as Jesus.  

 

a. Not until the Christian era was the anointed identified as Jesus.  

b. Not until the Christian era was messiah capitalized or preceded by a definite 

article. 

 

6. What does this mean for Daniel? 

 

a. First, there will be a word to restore and build. They are going to go back to the 

land. 

b. Second, the restoration will be during a period of troubling times. We see this in 

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. 

c. Third, at the end of this period two things will happen [the six infinitives] which 

are marked by the cutting off of an anointed one and the destruction once more of 

the city and the sanctuary. What does this tell us? The destruction of the city and 

the sanctuary in 586BC will happen again due to their ongoing sin. They cannot 

keep the LAW. In addition, the first three infinities are either the end of the 

priesthood or the sacrifice of Jesus. Either way the sacrificial system ends.  

d. Fourth, the bringing in of everlasting righteousness is the end goal of Jesus’ death 

and He achieved this. I’m not sure how this is answered by Non-Messianic Jewish 

Rabbis. Although the New Testament never quotes Daniel as fulfilled in Jesus, it 

is “easy” to see how this can culminate in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. At 

no point, however, should we think this 70th week is separated from the first 69 

weeks.   

 

7. If the 70th week of Daniel ended in the first century, what are the implications for our 

patterns of eschatology? 

 

a. Its first and initial fulfillment has ended. It was a word to those Jews at that time. 

It appears clear, there is a repeating pattern picked up by Jesus and projected on 
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to the Temple’s destruction in 70AD and by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:7, 8. John 

also speaks of this when referring to many anti-Christs (1 John 2:18; 4:3).  

b. If you believe the 70th week has been fulfilled, then it changes the way you read 

Matthew 24 and 25 and the Book of Revelation. 

i. Matthew 24 and 25 has been fulfilled in 70AD and will be repeated at our 

Lord’s 2nd Coming. 

ii. The Book of Revelation pictures a repeating pattern in which we currently 

live and will come to an end at His 2nd Coming. At His 2nd Coming, all 

things will be fulfilled. 

 

Now What? Where do we go from here? 

 

“This is a most important prophecy, and has given rise to a variety of opinions relative to the 

proper mode of explanation; but the chief difficulty, if not the only one, is to find out the time 

from which these seventy weeks should be dated. What is here said by the angel is not a direct 

answer to Daniel's prayer. He prays to know when the seventy weeks of the captivity are to end. 

Gabriel shows him that there are seventy weeks determined relative to a redemption from 

another sort of captivity, which shall commence with the going forth of the edict to restore and 

rebuild Jerusalem, and shall terminate with the death of Messiah the Prince, and the total 

abolition of the Jewish sacrifices. In the four following verses he enters into the particulars of 

this most important determination, and leaves them with Daniel for his comfort, who has left 

them to the Church of God for the confirmation of its faith, and a testimony to the truth of Divine 

revelation. They contain the fullest confirmation of Christianity, and a complete refutation of 

the Jewish cavils and blasphemies on this subject.”22 

 

“This article has considered anticipations or echoes of the seventy sevens in the literature of the 
Antiochene crisis and its aftermath. That literature preserves the faith and hope of God's people 
for the Jubilee of Jubilees. Stated differently, God's people still waited for their full inheritance 
in the Promised Land. They knew that the death of Antiochus IV had not eliminated all sin or 
established righteousness throughout the world. Some prophecy still awaited fulfillment, and 
the Most Holy Place in God's house had not yet expanded to encompass and sanctify the 
Promised Land. In fact, God's glory had yet to return to the temple and take up residence there. 
In these trying times, God's people clung to their belief that God would keep his word to Daniel 
and all the prophets. 
Second Temple literature demonstrates how early Judaism read the seventy sevens 
typologically. The Antiochene crisis and Maccabean deliverance were instances of humanity's 
proclivity toward evil and God's preservation of his redemptive plan that includes his people's 
inheritance. As instances, the Antiochene crisis and Maccabean deliverance could represent and 
foreshadow other such moments in history. Josephus, for example, considered Rome's 
destruction of the Jerusalem temple a recapitulation of Antiochus IV's desecration of the temple. 
Moreover, the book of Daniel with its dual interest in Babylon and Greece associates 
Nebuchadnezzar and Antiochus IV as exemplars of pride and oppression. God's Word, 
especially the apocalyptic sections, has typological depth that can address new but similar 
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situations. The Antiochene crisis was not the end of redemptive history. The prophecy of the 
seventy sevens may have the Antiochene crisis as its primary focus, but redemptive history has 
seen other challenges to God's plan. Because the same spirit of rebellion influences the human 
actors in each of these instances of hostility, what God says about evil and its solution on one 
occasion can paradigmatically apply to another. 
Therefore, it may be proposed that Jesus, Matthew, Mark, and Hippolytus were not reading 
Daniel's seventy sevens in an unprecedented way. Rather, they were following the 
typological example of the OT and early Judaism. The prophecy of the seventy sevens assures 
God's people at any time that evildoers have limits and that God's people will inherit the 
earth. God has been establishing and will establish his kingdom on earth.”23 
 

Daniel 9 establishes a repeating pattern. What is this repeating pattern? It is one of God 

reclaiming through tribulation what is rightfully His and He will bring His promises to an end 

in Jesus. This pattern is seen in the New Testament. 

1. First, the New Testament authors saw themselves in the last days. 

2. Second, the New Testament authors saw themselves in tribulation. 

3. Third, the New Testament authors saw Jesus as sitting on a throne ruling and 

reigning. 

4. Fourth, the New Testament authors understood that in Jesus sin has been dealt with 

and righteousness has been inaugurated. 

5. Fifth, the Olivet Discourse of Matthew 24 and 25 find fulfillment in the destruction of 

the Temple in 70AD. 

6. Sixth, as a repeating pattern the Book of Revelation reiterates a word to the suffering 

through clarity and encouragement. 

7. Seventh, in properly understanding biblical prophecy, it stops the church from 

fixating on their circumstances and trying to read their current events through the 

lens of Revelation and simply acknowledge that in this life they will have tribulation.  

8. Eighth, it should cause us to see tribulation as God’s means of reclaiming what is 

rightfully His as creator and redeemer and as such, comfort and encourage His people 

that God is in control and it will all end in glory.  

a. For example, to focus on the man of sin rather than the son of man is not fixing 

your eyes on Jesus. 

b. For example, to see suffering and tribulation as something to be avoided rather 

than accepted and embraced is failing to see the God-driven purpose and 

significance of suffering and tribulation. 

9. Finally, today you and I can be assured that God has kept, is keeping and will keep 

all of His promises to both the believing and the unbelieving. We can rest knowing 

He is coming and when He does all things will be thoroughly straightened.  
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