
 

 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 

asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  February 16, 2014 
Title:  Why identification with a local church and a network of churches is necessary in 

carrying out the Mission of God for fulfilling the Vision of God. 
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: We believe . . . belonging to a local church is part of God’s design in saving us 

from our sin and the gathered church [His Body] is His means of fulfilling His 
vision for creating and creation. 

 

Introduction:  
“What’s so important about your local church? At a time when there’s more Bible teaching than 
you could ever consume available through radio, television, and the Internet, why should it 
matter where and how you’re taking in God’s truth? What’s wrong with virtual, web-based 
congregations for the digital-age church? Why can’t your iPod be your worship leader, your 
tablet be your pastor, and your friends your fellowship and accountability?  The answer is 
simple: that’s not the way God designed it.”1 
 
“First Timothy 3:15 clearly establishes the local assembly as the centerpiece of God’s work in 
this [time period]. We know that Paul is referring to the local assembly because of how this verse 
relates to its surrounding context. What Paul has written in chapters two and three deals with 
matters of how the local church functions—the place of prayer, the role of women, and the 
qualifications for the offices of overseer and deacon. Verse 15 then states his purpose for writing 
these things: ‘so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.’ The local assembly is 
the place where God has assigned responsibility for upholding His truth. This truth has 
implications both regarding the relationship of the local church to other ministries and the place 
of the local church in the life of individual believers.”2 
 

15 “I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. 16 By common confession, great is the 
mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, 
Proclaimed among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory” (1 Tim. 3:15, 16). 

 
In our study of our theological DNA and of the local church, we are seeking to make clear what 
we believe about these two necessary elements in the Story of God. 
 
Although I work tenaciously to be biblical and then clear, the journey is always one that begins 
afresh every week.  Two weeks ago, we considered how the local church carries the DNA of 
the Garden of Eden.  Like the Garden, the local church is the place where we see the glory of 
God and His glory expands through the making and maturing of disciples.  The local church is 
God’s plan for fulfilling His Vision.  Last week we noted how local churches are . . . 
geographically defined assemblies with the Biblical Structure of Elders who have oversight 
and Deacons who enable through service.  Such churches have a biblical message verbalized 
in the gospel, visualized in acts of kindness, symbolized in the ordinances and carried out in 
mission communities.  They also have and a biblical mission where the making and enabling 
of disciples happens in the context of the believing community through baptism and instruction 
resulting in new churches formed. 



2 

 

 

 
Apart from gathering, there is no church.  No building or individual is a church, unless that 
individual is the only one in any given geographical location.  Yet why do we emphasize the 
gathering and gospel alliances and not simply the individual?  Often when I speak to this idea, 
someone will raise a handful of notable challenges. 
 
First, I find everything I need in my small group [band of fellow believers] so I do not attend a 
local church. 
Second, I have gone this far without the local church and see no need for a local church. 
Third, I do not like Pastors/Elders telling me how I am supposed to live or what I am supposed 
to believe. 
Fourth, many of the great faith stalwarts were apart from local churches. 
Finally, many godly people are a part of para-church ministries and not vitally connected to any 
one local church. 
 
Although it is a large concept, I believe the New Testament speaks to the idea that Christian 

maturity happens in and through local church involvement.  One might grow apart from a 
family, but one’s growth by means of a family is far more substantial then growth apart from a 
family. 
 
“Why Belong to a Local Church and an Alliance of Churches?”  What does it mean to Belong?  
“To belong, to be a part of, to participate in, to be identified with, to assist and be assisted” 
 
So what “argument” might I offer that would show the need for you as an individual to be an 
active participant in and identified with a local church, and why this local church should be a 
part of an intentional alliance for gospel proclamation? 
 
On the other hand, to state it another way, “Why is a church and the network of churches 
important to God’s Vision?”  Just as there is one Garden of Eden, one Tabernacle, one Temple 
and one Jesus who is the head of one body, so also is the Church one. 
 
If the conclusion we have come to is not simply a picture but the actual place fulfilling God’s 
Vision, then His glory fills the local church, ever expanding and joy filled. 
 
If the local church carries the DNA of the Garden and if the local church is the inaugurated end 
time Temple pictured in Revelation 21 and 22, then it is only logical and reasonable to think 
every believer needs to be a part of a local church.  Moreover, local churches need to actively 
participate in the glory, ever expanding and joy filled celebration of other local churches.   If 
God’s glory rests in the church, then spreading His glory is in the multiplying of local churches 
and not just individual Christians. 
 
This is why as a believing community we focus on church planting and not simply ministries 
that have as their focus only evangelism or only discipleship apart from local church 
communities.  We believe both activities [evangelism and discipleship] come from, through 
and are for the local church. 
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Now, are we making much ado about nothing?  Does it really matter if I align with a local 
church?  Why cannot we simply love Jesus, share the gospel, see people get saved, see some 
discipled and if they attend church great, but if not, it’s no big deal. 
 
There are several reasons as to why aligning with a community of believers and as a church 
aligning with churches is biblically correct. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The New Testament picture of the local church uses imagery speaking of corporate, not 
individual. 

 
“The New Testament contains a number of images of the people of God, each of which tells us 
some significant things about what the church is meant to be. Most of these have their origin in 
the Old Testament.”3  
 

A. The Bride of Jesus (Eph. 5:32 [the collective group makes the bride) 
B. The Vine/Vineyard (John 15:1-8 [individual branches make up a vineyard) 
C. The Flock (John 10:11; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 5:4 [individual sheep make up the flock]) 
D. The Kingdom (Col. 1:13 [individual citizens make up the kingdom]) 
E. The Household or Family (1 Tim. 3:15 [individual members make up a household]) 
F. The Building or Temple (Eph. 2:19-22 [individual bricks make up a building]) 
G. The Body of Christ (Eph. 4:4 [individual organs make up a body]) 

 
One Body; One Temple (1 Cor. 6:12-20; 1 Cor. 12:12-26). 
 
No single brick is a building and no single organ is a body, but without the collective organs no 
body can exist, and without multiple bricks there is no building. No one person is the whole; 
the whole is made up of all the people. 
 
If there is anything common to these images of the church it is relationships. In each image the 
stress is either on God's gracious initiative as Husband, King, Father, Builder, etc., or on his 
people as a community, both in relation to him as his bride, flock, family, body, etc., and in 
relation to each other as branches in the same vine, sheep in the same flock, children in the 
same family, members of the same body. In every instance there is only one church. From God's 
perspective, all who have received the Spirit are members of it, whether they acknowledge it 
or not. It is "the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven" (Heb. 12:23).  
 
II. Every believer should be a part of and actively participate in a local church. 

 
The first natural question asked is “why?” 
 

A. Everywhere Paul went Local Churches resulted 
 



4 

 

 

“The gathering is important for a number of reasons. One is that it’s where we Christians “go 
public” to declare our highest allegiance. It’s the outpost or embassy, giving a public face to our 
future nation. And it’s where we bow before our king, only we call it worship. The Pharaohs of 
the world may oppose us, but God draws his people out of the nations to worship him. He will 
form his mighty congregation.”4 
 
“The New Testament repeatedly emphasizes the importance of local assemblies. In fact, it was 
the pattern of Paul’s ministry to establish local congregations in the cities where he preached the 
gospel. Hebrews 10:24-25 commands every believer to be a part of such a local body and reveals 
why this is necessary.”5 
 
Is the pattern we see in the Book of Acts normative?  First, yes.  Second, if the local church is 
the body of Christ and if Jesus is the Temple, then the local church is the temple.  And if the 
provision of Jesus makes the glory return to the Temple, then the local church is glorious and 
ever expanding. 
 
To say the local church is non-essential is the same as saying marriage can be defined as 
something other than one man and one woman for one lifetime.  We can choose to define it in 
a manner not described by the Bible, but the Bible defines it as one man and one woman for one 
lifetime.  Just as, so also does the Bible show us a consistent pattern of local churches established 
as the gospel is proclaimed. 
 
This is why we believe we need to be busy about the business of planting churches locally, 
nationally and globally. 
 

B. Because of the place the Local Church has in the Mission and Vision of God. 
 
If the local church is part of the biblical storyline of God’s glory covering the earth as the waters 
cover the sea for the joy of His people, then it is the means God has written into His Story to 
accomplish His end. 
 
The responsibility does not rest on you the individual, but on “you all” the assembly. 
 
The Bible does not refer to the picturing of the local church in the singular.  It is always in the 
plural.  No one individual is the Bride of Christ, the Kingdom, the Household, the Temple and 
the Body.  Together, not apart, do we make up these relationships. 
 

C. It appears to be the proper context for the expression of “one another” descriptive. 
 

“And let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the 
day drawing near” (Heb. 10:24-25). 
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“It is only in the local body to which one is committed that there can be the level of intimacy 
that is required for carefully stimulating fellow believers “to love and good deeds.” And it is 
only in this setting that we can encourage one another faithfully and biblically.”6 
 
“The New Testament has a lot more to say about the kind of community the church ought to be 
before the world than it has to say about its mission to the world. However, Jesus made it 
abundantly plain that the reason he wanted his people to develop true community was "so that 
the world may believe" (John 17:21). This is his ultimate goal. There is no doubt that it is when 
the church most clearly lives out the gospel in the relationship of its members, it becomes the 
most powerful force for attracting non-members. It was so in the early church in Jerusalem. 
Take, for example, the following passages in Acts:  
‘They all joined together constantly in prayer...’ (1:14).  
‘...they were all together in one place’ (2:1).  
‘Every day they continued to meet together...They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people’ (2:46, 47). 
‘...they raised their voices together in prayer to God’ (4:24).  
‘All the believers were one in heart and mind’ (4:32).  
‘And all the believers used to meet together...’ (5:12). 
It is no wonder that ‘the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved’ (Acts 
2:47).  
Dr. Kyung Chik Han, a South Korean Pastor, speaking at the Asia-South Pacific Congress on 
Evangelism in 1968, said of this early church: ‘Their hearts were filled with joy, for they were at 
peace with God and men. They were happy, for they loved God and one another. Such a joyful 
community attracts people, just as a beautiful flower garden attracts butterflies and bees. Such 
a church grows daily, naturally and without much conscious effort.’”7  
 

D. The New Testament has Elders over congregants to whom congregants are 
accountable. 

 
“The New Testament also teaches that every believer is to be under the protection and nurture 
of the leadership of the local church. These godly men can shepherd the believer by encouraging, 
admonishing, and teaching. Hebrews 13:7 and 17 help us to understand that God has graciously 
granted accountability to us through godly leadership.”8 
 

“Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their 
conduct, imitate their faith” (Heb. 13:7). 
 
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you” (Heb. 13:17). 

 
E. The New Testament pictures individuals in community expressions 

 
“Furthermore, when Paul gave Timothy special instructions about the public meetings, he said, 
“Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching” (1 
Timothy 4:13). Part of the emphasis in public worship includes these three things: hearing the 
Word, being called to obedience and action through exhortation, and teaching. It is only in the 
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context of the local assembly that these things can most effectively take place.  Acts 2:42 shows 
us what the early church did when they met together: “They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” 
They learned God’s Word and the implications of it in their lives, they joined to carry out acts 
of love and service to one another, they commemorated the Lord’s death and resurrection 
through the breaking of bread, and they prayed. Of course, we can do these things individually, 
but God has called us into His Body—the church is the local representation of that worldwide 
Body—and we should gladly minister and be ministered to among God’s people.”9 
 
It is in the forming of local churches that the glory of God ever expands until the earth is filled 
with His presence for the joy of all people. 
 
III. Every church should be a part of and actively participate in a network of churches. 

 
“Firstly, the Trinity longs to see it. Secondly, the world needs to see it. Thirdly, the enemy hates 
to see it. Disunity grieves the Trinity, confuses the world and gladdens the enemy.  
[Consider the following thought] by Dr A. W. Tozer in which he expressed the spiritual 
maturity of those who grow in grace as they grow old with God:  
There is a glorious catholicity of the saints, a mystic brotherhood of the farsighted, who have long been 
straining their eyes to catch a glimpse of the King in His beauty in the land that is very far off. With 
great joy and deep humility I claim membership in that brotherhood. This is the oldest and largest 
church in the world; it is the church of the Cross-smitten, of the God-enamored. 
So as the years go on, I am coming to care less and less about any man's denominational ties. Let a man 
have a faraway look in his eyes, let him bow his head and whisper the ever-blessed name of Jesus, and he 
is my brother, whatever his name may be. And whether he will admit it or not. If by some bit of 
unfortunate education he may believe his church to be the only one, and consign me to perdition because 
I am not in it, I will still own him a member of the family of God if I find in his life the marks of the 
Cross and in his eyes the long look that reveals the man of faith.”10 
 
The first natural question asked is “why?”  I will answer this question along a two-fold path.  

First, I will seek to answer the question along the line of “what’s in it for me?”  Often when I 

speak of us joining a movement like CONVERGE GREAT LAKES, one of the first questions I 

hear is, “What’s in it for me, what personal benefit is there for me in us becoming a part of a 

larger movement?”  This same question is asked when the idea of membership is taught.  How 

many times have we taught that sometimes the benefit is not yours directly, but your presence 

enhances the whole and your presence can prove to be a blessing to someone else?   

 

At its root, such a question is selfish.  How often have we perhaps felt like not attending church 

because we do not get anything out of it only to be rebuked by the blessing we receive in 

participating in the activity of the whole? 

Why Local Church Alliances?  Just as the New Testament knows nothing of individuals apart 
from a Local Church, so also the NT knows nothing of an individual Church apart from Local 
Churches. 
 



7 

 

 

Gospel alliances are biblical.  We are stronger together than apart.  The vision of God for 
creation is larger than any one person or one church.  I am not interested in a "name only" 
alliance.  Our desire is to pursue aggressively an interdependence that celebrates the assets and 
resources each unique individual church brings to the churches collectively.  
 
If we could but leverage "the church" how great would the impact be locally, nationally and 
globally?  O, how we desire to see and hear the name of Jesus preserved from defilement.  To 
see Him passed on to the next generation and proclaimed until every knee bows and every 
tongue confesses that He is Lord to the glory of the Father. 
 
The second means of answering the question is from the biblical record itself.  There are several 

presuppositions undergirding and guiding our Church alliances.  First, the New Testament 

always pictures individuals as part of a believing community.  Simply put, believers need to be 

a part of a local church.  Second, there is only one Church and thus every local church should 

actively seek to participate with other local churches in carrying out the Mission of God in 

fulfilling the Vision of God.   

Because these two initial presuppositions undergird and guide our thinking, we magnify the 

ministry of the local church and celebrate gospel-based alliances for strengthening existing 

churches and establishing new churches.  A formal alliance with other gospel-centered and 

gospel-celebrating local churches serves several purposes. 

• First, it takes seriously our Lord’s Prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane that His Church 

would be one (John 17:11, 21, 22). 

• Second, it celebrates the biblical idea that there is only one Church (Eph. 4:3-6). 

• Third, it enables mutual accountability for the purpose of gospel preservation, gospel 

perpetuation and gospel proclamation (Acts 15). 

• Finally, there is strength in numbers.  If we could but leverage the various personnel 

and resources collective, how great would our impact be locally, nationally and globally 

(1 Cor. 12)? 

 

Pastor Pat along with the Elders believe we should actively seek alliances with other gospel-

grounded, gospel-saturated and gospel-celebrating local churches.  These alliances are both 

formal and informal.   

Pastor Pat along with the Elders believe regional local churches should know one another and 

work together for gospel preservation, gospel perpetuation and gospel proclamation.  It is 

believed and hoped this interaction might work on a pastoral level, elder level and 

congregational level.  The means to this end could be the promotion of annual seminars, 

workshops, community projects and pastoral pulpit fill for familiarity and corporate 

enrichment. 

What does this look like? 
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Pastor Chuck Marshall of Waukesha City Church is sent out by Woodridge Community Church 
of New Berlin under Pastor Luke Dufek. We align with Woodridge Community Church in 
supporting their Church Plant.   
 
CONVERGE GREAT LAKES provides resources that enable Woodridge to plant the church.  
But CONVERGE does not plant the Church neither do they have any church authority over the 
church plant. 
 
Churches plant churches; agencies are resources that can enable church planting, but they do 
not plant churches.  It is in the forming of local churches that the glory of God ever expands 
until the earth is filled with His presence for the joy of all people. 
 
The Mission is the Means God has established for the fulfilling of His Vision. 
Many of us gathered have differing thoughts as to what I just said, but we all agree the one non-
negotiable is the celebration of Jesus and the collective desire to see Him proclaimed locally, 
nationally and globally. 
 
Yet, we believe the best and biblical means of seeing this happen is in and through the 
strengthening of existing churches and the establishing of new churches. 
 
Therefore, we need you and you need us in the carrying out of God’s Mission in fulfilling His 
Vision; and together, with other local churches, we see the glory of God ever expanding for the 
joy of all nations. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
Consider this . . . 
Relationships are messy, but we still attempt to have them. 
Marriage is messy, but we still believe marriage is good. 
Church membership is messy, but worth the risk. 
Church alliances are messy, but worth the risk. 
Every relationship has risk and benefit, but we believe the benefit far outweighs the risk. 
 
Thus, we should actively align with a local church and other local churches for gospel 
preservation, gospel perpetuation and gospel proclamation. 
 

Why must we align with a local church and why should we as a local church align with other 

local churches?  We do this in fulfillment of God’s Vision for creating.  We do this so that the 

knowledge of His glory might cover the earth even as the waters cover the seas and this will be 

for the joy of all nations.  May God continue to encourage us to pray for the raising up and the 

sending forth of workers into our Lord’s Harvest so that the knowledge of His glory might 

continue to spread until every tongue, tribe, people and nation become satiated with His joy 

through their worship (Matt. 9:37, 38; Isa. 11:9; Rev. 5:9). 
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