
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 

asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 

 

Date:  January 5, 2014 

Sermon Title: We believe . . Ten Tenets of Biblical Orthodoxy 

Series Title: We Believe 

Text:  Miscellaneous 

Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2014 

 



1 

 

Date:  January 5, 2014 
Title:  We believe . . Ten Tenets of Biblical Orthodoxy.  
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: The Bible defines, defends and declares biblical orthodoxy.  
 
Introduction:  
Every January our world thinks of new beginnings.  “Let bygones be bygones” and let us start 
fresh and plot new courses and become something different or better than what we were.  I have 
little thought of New Year’s resolutions.  I do not believe the old nature is “cleanable” or the 
new nature “improvable.”  I do, however, believe we can grow in grace.  I would like to quote 
Pastor Tullian Tchividjian from his newest work, One Way Love, as it relates to defining Christian 
growth. 
 
“So Christian growth does not involve becoming stronger and stronger, more and more 
competent every day.  It involves becoming more and more aware of how weak and 
incompetent we are and how strong and competent Jesus was and continues to be for us.”1 
 
In light of this, I think people should take time to reflect on and remember the gospel and the 
month of January is as good a time as any.   
 
What prompted this?  The Lord has seen fit to bring us many good people who desire to join us 
through membership.  While teaching the membership class I thought to myself “do you really 
know who we are?”  I want those who align with us to know who we are.  The idea of reflection 
and declaration has pushed me to gather our thoughts into one attempt at succinct statements. 
 
Friends, I have said there is but one church and that one church is geographically defined 
throughout the world.  Yet within this church there are many “siblings” and each “sibling” has 
a unique personality.  Each individual within this family has a distinct personality.  WBC has a 
distinct personality.  It is this personality that has perhaps brought you here and you are 
desirous of others hearing this life giving and life liberating gospel. 
 
For the next four weeks I would like to celebrate what we are as part of this one family and what 
we are as an individual personality within this one family.  The following WE BELIEVE studies 
will help us understand our theological DNA more precisely.  Today and for the month of 
January, I desire to lay down what I believe to be our theological DNA culminating with our 
ANNUAL MEETING. 
 
I enjoy the thought of “We believe.”  It comes out of the word “creed.”“[Creeds] are carefully 
considered and usually thoughtfully worded responses to various issues, heresies and historical 
situations that have troubled the Church and the world over the centuries. Creeds are statements 
of faith that are true and authoritative insofar as they accurately reflect what Scripture teaches.”2

 
“What is a Creed?  The word 'Creed' is derived from the Latin word credo, meaning 'I believe'. 
The Creeds therefore, are summaries of belief. Particularly in the first few hundred years after 
the death of Christ, the church faced the problem of differing views over such subjects as 
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whether he was truly God and also whether he had both a human or divine nature. Out of these 
disputes the church formulated statements of belief, which to this day form an important part 
of how Christians express their faith.”3 
 
Here is how we will approach our study.  We will work from the largest ideas that place us 
inside the family of God, to our unique personality within the family of God.  There are others 
like us, but we have no identical twins, yet we do find we have some fraternal twins. 
 
Throughout this short study I will sprinkle statements from our own doctrinal statement as 
clarification in our understanding. 
 
Constitutions are necessary in the governing of people.  Such constitutions enable nations to function in an orderly 

fashion.  Constitutions establish laws whereby good is promoted and evil is punished (Rom. 13:1ff).  Churches have 

constitutions.  Churches, however, are not nations.  The Church is not governed by Law, but by Grace.  The church 

is a body and a family.  As such, the constitution of a church is neither immutable nor infallible.  There are several 

documents the leadership and the congregation of this local assembly look to for direction. 

 

• First, the Bible establishes for the family its core beliefs.  When the Bible addresses function and administration 

to that degree so will this family endeavor to comply.  There is a biblical core that must be maintained for gospel 

purity to exist.  This core is what will be held by this assembled family. 

 

• Second, the constitution is an enablement for functional order.  Simply put “the constitution is not the Bible.”  

It is not unchanging or without flaw.  The constitution is a fluid document that the congregation by established 

quorum can alter/momentarily suspend for ministry purpose without having to change or alter permanently.  

There is protocol for changing the constitution permanently, but through congregational vote guidelines 

offered in the constitution can be momentarily suspended for the purpose of enabling growth. 

 

• Third, articles of ministry policy that answer frequently asked questions has greater fluidity than the 

constitution and is alterable and suspended without congregational approval, but handled by leadership in 

addressing immediate circumstances. 

    

THE THE THE THE PURPOSE OF A DOCTRINAL STATEMENTPURPOSE OF A DOCTRINAL STATEMENTPURPOSE OF A DOCTRINAL STATEMENTPURPOSE OF A DOCTRINAL STATEMENT    

 

The purpose of a Doctrinal Statement is to put in writing the basic elements of Biblical truth.  Since the times of the 

New Testament, those who believe its special revelation have intentionally articulated the ideas of Scripture in 

precise words.  The intent is never to add to Scripture, but to be exact and precise.  It is also to make available to 

the inquirer what a voluntarily assembled group of like-minded people believe in common.   

 
The ten tenets we will note in this study are essentials of orthodoxy, of evangelicalism as a 
whole.  Under each tenant we will consider one primary passage that speaks to the singular 
voice of the entire biblical narrative. Each tenant will have two supporting sub-points.  Although 
more could be said, this much must be said. 
 
And just as a side note, because we have been an “independent” church we are not a 
confessional or creedal church.  It does not mean we can’t be “confessional.”  It simply means 
we have not been.  By this is meant, “A ‘confessional church’ is one that holds to a historical 
creed and confession of the Christian faith.”   It is, “An allegiance to certain historic documents 
called confessions.” 
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Because we have not been a confessional church, we “basically” come up with a consensus of 
what other evangelical churches hold to or what we hold to.  The following ten tenets are what 
most evangelical churches would be in agreement on, but it is wrapped inside of Story language. 
 
I liken this study to a box of popsicles.  Inside of the box there are various flavors.  They are all 
popsicles or they would not be in the box.  But depending on what flavor you enjoy will 
determine the one you take.  Sometimes you might enjoy another flavor, but when asked “what 
is your favorite,” you reply, “grape.”  As long at the Popsicle is in the box, it’s okay.  I did not 
create these ten tenets defining biblical orthodoxy.  I did however give you my favorite flavor, 
which is one Story, with Jesus at the center. 
 
Think of it as a tootsie pop.  They come in various flavors and you might have your favorite, but 
every one of them has a chewy chocolate center.  Some people patiently lick their way to the 
center and others crunch to the middle.  But the middle is always the same. 
 
Theologies have various flavors.  Some people would perhaps like more salt or pepper or certain 
types of seasoning.  Yet when we remove the seasoning there must be a meal.  Tootsie pops are 
tootsie pops because they have a tootsie roll in the middle. Biblical orthodoxy is a tootsie roll 
and at the center of biblical orthodoxy must be the delicious “chewy chocolate center”, Jesus.  If 
a theology does not have Jesus at the center, it is not biblical.  Let us begin.   
 
Outline: 
 
I. We believe the Bible is the inspired, inerrant and infallible Word from God and tells a 
single Story with Jesus at the center [BIBLIOLOGY]. 

 
The Holy Scriptures  We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the  verbally inspired Word of 

God,1 without error in the original writings,2 infallible when properly handled,3 and the final authority for faith and life.4       (1) 

John 16:12-13  •  (2) Matt. 5:18  •  (3) 2 Pet. 1:20-21  •  (4) 2 Tim. 3:15-17  

PRIMARY TEXT - 2 Tim. 3:14-17 
14 “You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing 
from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred 
writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped 
for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:14-17). 
 

A. We make no apology for believing this Book unlike any other book is given 
by God. 

 
B. We make no apology for believing this Book unlike any other book is 

without any single error in the original text and when properly read will 
not lead the reader astray. 
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This brings us to our second tenant. 
 
II. We believe there is only one God eternally, immutably, self-existing in three persons; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit who wrote the Story [THEOLOGY PROPER]. 
 

The Godhead  We believe in one Triune God, eternally existing in three persons  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  co-eternal 

in being, co-identical in nature, co-equal in power and glory, and having the same attributes and perfections.    (Deut. 6:4; 2 Cor. 

13:14) 

PRIMARY TEXT – Deuteronomy 6:4  
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!” (Deut. 6:4). 
 

A. We make no apology for believing the God described and declared in the 
Biblical Story is the only God and all other “gods” are false. 
 

B. We make no apology for believing He is the only unchanging absolute and 
against Him all things and everyone are judged. 

 
This brings us to our third tenant. 
 
III. We believe this God in Trinity created everything outside Himself for His glory and their 

joy [COSMOLOGY]. 
 
PRIMARY TEXT – Gen. 1:1; Ps. 19:1; Rom. 1:19-20 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). 
 

“The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His 
hands” (Ps. 19:1). 
 

19 “because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to 
them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are 
without excuse” (Rom. 1:19, 20). 
 

A. We make no apology for believing this God in Trinity has purpose behind 
everything that exists in matter and event. 

 
B. We make no apology for believing everything will one day stand before this 

God in Trinity for judgment and/or joy. 
 

This brings us to our fourth tenant. 
 

IV. We believe mankind in particular is the direct creation of God and designed by God so 
that they might know and experience the joy He has within Himself as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit [ANTHROPOLOGY]. 
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PRIMARY TEXT – Genesis 1:26-28 
26 “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them 
rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ 27 God created man in His own 
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed 
them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on 
the earth’” (Gen. 1:26-28). 
 

A. We make no apology for believing humanity is the pinnacle of the created 
order setting him above all other created things. 

 
B. We make no apology for believing humanity’s highest joy can only be 

found in knowing and experiencing God in Trinity. 
 
This brings us to our fifth tenant. 
 
V. We believe humanity rejected God’s invitation for joy and sought their own path 

whereby separating themselves from Him forever [HAMARTIOLOGY]. 
 
The Total Depravity of Man  We believe man was created in the image and likeness of God,1 but that in Adam's sin humanity fell, inherited a sinful nature, 

and became alienated from God;2 and, that man is totally depraved, and of himself, utterly unable to remedy his lost condition.3     (1)  Gen. 1:26-27  •  (2) 

Rom. 5:12;  Eph. 2:11-18  •  (3) Rom. 3:10-18; Eph. 2:1-3 

We believe that Satan is a person, the first to fall; that he is the open and declared enemy of God and man; that he was defeated at Christ's death and 

resurrection and, that he shall be eternally punished in the Lake of Fire. (Job 1:6-7; Isa. 14:12-17; Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:14; Rev. 20:10) 

 
PRIMARY TEXT – Genesis 2:16, 17 
16 “The LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘From any tree of the garden you may eat 
freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat from it you will surely die’” (Gen. 2:16, 17). 
 

A. We make no apology for believing everyone, everywhere and at all times 
has rejected God’s invitation for joy resulting in his or her eternal demise. 

 
B. We make no apology for believing that no one is able to save himself or 

herself from his or her eternal demise apart from divine intervention and 
provision. 

 
This brings us to our sixth tenant. 
 
VI. We believe Jesus is the Second member of the Trinity and is the centerpiece of the Biblical 

Story through whom the provision for sin has been fully and finally addressed for the 
glory of God and the joy of His people [CHRISTOLOGY]. 

 
We believe the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man, without ceasing to be God,1 having been conceived by 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary,2 in order that He might reveal God and redeem sinful men.3    (1) John 1:1-2, 14  •  (2) 

Luke 1:34-35  •  (3) Matt. 1:21;  Gal. 4:4-5  
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We believe the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through His death on the cross as a representative and 

substitutionary sacrifice;1 and that our justification2 is made sure by His literal, physical resurrection from the dead.3    (1) Matt. 

1:21; Gal. 4:4-5   •  (2) Rom. 3:24-25  •  (3) 1 Pet. 1:3-5 

We believe the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to heaven,1 and is now exalted at the right hand of God,2 where, as our High Priest, 

He fulfills the ministry of Representative, Intercessor, and Advocate.3   (1) Acts 1:9-10  • (2) Col. 3:1 •  (3) Heb. 2:17-18; 4:14-16; 7:25; Rom. 

8:34; 1 John 2:1-2 

 
PRIMARY TEXT – Colossians 1:12-20 
12 “giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in 
Light. 13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of 
His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of 
the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the 
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, 
and in Him all things hold together. 18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in 
everything. 19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and 
through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His 
cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven” (Col. 1:12-20). 
 

A. We make no apology for believing Jesus as the fulfillment of the Seed 
Promise is the sole blood sacrifice and mediator between God and 
humanity. 

 
B. We make no apology for believing the only means whereby anyone, 

anywhere at any time can be delivered from his or her eternal demise is in 
the person and work of Jesus the Christ. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit. We believe in His virgin birth, 

sinless life, miracles and teachings. We believe in His substitutionary atoning death, bodily resurrection, ascension 

into heaven, perpetual intercession for His people, and personal visible return to earth.4 
 
This brings us to our seventh tenant. 
 
VII. We believe humanity’s rebellion against God is only addressed in the person and work 

of Jesus Christ through which their debt is paid, their transgression is forgiven, their 
animosity is reconciled and His justice is appeased [SOTERIOLOGY]. 

 
We believe salvation (justification, sanctification, and glorification) is the gift of God brought to man by grace and received by personal 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose precious blood was shed on Calvary for the forgiveness of our sins.   (Eph. 2:8-10; John 1:12; Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 

1:18-19) 

We believe all the redeemed, once saved, are eternally secure, kept by God’s power and are thus secure in Christ forever.   (John 6:37-40, 

10:27-30; Rom. 8:1, 38-39; 1 Cor. 1:7-8; 1 Pet. 1:4-5) 

The Two Natures of the Believer  We believe every saved person possesses two natures, with provision made for victory 

of the new nature over the old nature through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit; and all claims to the eradication of the 

old nature leading to sinless perfection in this life are unscriptural.1 The believer is to place no confidence in their flesh for 

the outworking of their sanctification.2    (1) Rom. 6:13, 8:12-13; Gal. 5:16-25; Eph. 4:22-24; Col. 3:10; 1 Pet. 1:14-16; 1 John 3:5-9   •  (2) Rom. 7:18; 

Gal. 3:3 
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PRIMARY TEXT – Galatians 4:4, 5 
4 “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under 
the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4, 5). 
 

A. We make no apology for believing apart from Jesus there is no hope. 
 

B. We make no apology for believing that only in Jesus there is hope. 
 
This brings us to our eighth tenant. 
 
VIII. We believe the realization that this Story is true and the application of this Story to our 

story and standing before the Father to the individual is only possible by the power of 
the Holy Spirit [PNEUMATOLOGY].    

 
We believe the Holy Spirit is a person who convicts the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment;1 and He is the 

Supernatural Agent in regeneration,2 baptizing all New Testament believers into the body of Christ,3 indwelling,4 filling,5 

sealing,6 and illuminating7 them unto the day of  redemption.    (1) John 16:8-11 • (2) Titus 3:5   •  (3) 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27  

•  (4) 1 Cor. 3:16  •  (5) Eph. 5:18  •  (6) Eph. 1:13  •  (7) 1 John 2:27 

We believe He fully and continuously abides within all true believers beginning at the time of salvation.  (Eph. 1:13-14) 

We believe the Triune God is faithful to sustain His people and complete in them His will.    (Phil. 1:6; 1 Thess. 5:23-24) 

 
PRIMARY TEXT – John 16:7-11 
7 “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 8 And He, when He comes, will 
convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; 9 concerning sin, because 
they do not believe in Me; 10 and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you 
no longer see Me; 11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged” 
(John 16:7-11). 
 

A. We make no apology for believing no one can come of their own effort. 
 

B. We make no apology for believing the Holy Spirit enlightens and enables 
belief and is the initial power without which none would come to faith in 
God’s Story. 

 
This brings us to our ninth tenant. 
 
IX. We believe God saves individuals for community formation through which His Mission 

is carried out in fulfilling His Vision for Creation [ECCLESIOLOGY]. 
 

We believe the Church, which is the body and the espoused bride of Christ, is a spiritual organism made up of all born-again 

persons of this present age.     (1 Cor. 12:12-14;   2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 1:22-23, 5:25-27) 

We believe Christ gave the church two ordinances for the believer, the practice of believer’s baptism and the regular 

celebration of the Lord’s Table, neither of which has any merit for salvation.  
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We believe Christian Baptism is the immersion in water of a believer: in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; 

to show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem our faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Savior, with its effect in our death 

to sin and resurrection to new life in Christ.    (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 8:38; Rom. 6:1-7) 

We believe the Lord’s Supper is the commemoration of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ.        We should continue to 

remember Him in this way until He comes.    ( 1 Cor. 11:23-26) 

We believe all the saved should live in such a manner individually and corporately so as not to bring reproach upon their 

Savior and Lord.    (Rom. 12:1-2; Gal. 5:16-26; Eph. 4:1;          1 John 2:15-17) 

We believe the Scriptures interpreted in their natural, literal sense reveal a divinely determined distinction between Old 

Testament Israel1 and the New Testament Church.2  We believe God has an end time purpose for the nation of Israel wherein 

He will fulfill His promises to the nation.3     (1) Rom. 11:26    •  (2) 1 Cor. 12:13  •  (3) Zech. 14 

 
PRIMARY TEXT – Acts 20:28 
“Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). 
 

A. We make no apology for believing local churches are geographically 
defined assemblies with overseeing Elders and serving deacons. 

 
B. We make no apology for believing these kinds of local churches are 
necessary and essential for Christian formation and are to multiply 
through the making and maturing of disciples. 

 
This brings us to our final tenant. 
 
X. We believe life will culminate with the finishing of God’s original design for creation 

whereby He will dwell with His people for His glory and their joy [ESCHATOLOGY]. 
 
The Second Advent of Christ  We believe in the "Blessed Hope," the personal, imminent, pre-tribulation, pre-millennial, 

coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for the New Testament Church; and in His subsequent return to earth, with His saints, to 

establish His Millennial Kingdom.  (Zech. 14:4-11; 1 Thess. 1:10; 4:13-18; 5:9; Rev. 3:10; 19:11-16; 20:1-6) 

The Eternal State  

We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life and the unsaved to judgment and everlasting 

punishment.  (Matt. 25:46; John 5:28-29, 11:25-26; Rev. 20:5-6, 12-13) 

We believe the souls of the redeemed are, at death, absent from the body and present with the Lord, where in conscious 

bliss they await the first resurrection, when spirit, soul, and body are reunited to be glorified forever with the Lord.    (2 Cor. 

5:8; 1 Thess. 4:16-17; Rev. 20:4-6) 

We believe the souls of unbelievers remain, after death, in conscious misery until the second resurrection, when with soul 

and body reunited they shall appear at the Great White Throne Judgment, and shall be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be 

annihilated, but to suffer everlasting conscious punishment.    (Matt. 25:41-46; Mark 9:43-48; Luke 16:19-31; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Jude 6-7; Rev. 

20:11-15) 

 
PRIMARY TEXT – 1 John 3:1-3 
1 “See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; 
and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 

Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know 
that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone 
who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:1-3). 
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A. We make no apology for believing God’s Story is fulfilled in Jesus and 
continuing to unfold in time even as His people wait for its fullest and final 
disclosure. 

 
B. We make no apology for believing in the imminent return of Jesus whereby 

He will gather His people for their joy and judge the wicked for his or her 
eternal demise. 

 
We believe in the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth and the establishment of His 

kingdom. We believe in the resurrection of the body, the final judgment, the eternal felicity of the righteous, and 

the endless suffering of the wicked.5 
 

The Resurrection. 
The bodies of men after death return to dust, but their spirits return immediately to God -- the righteous to rest 

with Him; the wicked to be reserved under darkness to the judgment. At the last day, the bodies of all the dead, 

both just and unjust, will be raised.  

The Judgment. 
God hath appointed a day, wherein he will judge the world by Jesus Christ, when every one shall receive 

according to his deeds; the wicked shall go into everlasting punishment; the righteous, into everlasting life.6  

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. It is always possible to drill down deeper into any one of these subjects, but we stand 
together in confessing these biblical affirmations.   

2. On these points we are asking you to openly confess with us as we seek to “be of the 
same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, so that with one accord [we] 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 15:5, 6). 

 
Today’s study is a folded tea towel.  Our next study we will unfold one of its folds.  There are 
four folds in our tea towel.  Some people only keep their tea towel folded and never unfold the 
tea towel all the way.  It isn’t a matter of right or wrong, only what is best versus what is good.  
Friends, theology only matters as it relates to and unfolds JESUS. 
 

1 Tullian Tchividjian, One Way Love: Inexhaustible Grace for an Exhausted World (David Cook, 2013), 223. 
2 http://www.creeds.net/creed.htm  
3 http://christianityinview.com/creeds.html  
4 http://www.convergegreatlakes.org/about/values/affirmation-faith  
5 http://www.convergegreatlakes.org/about/values/affirmation-faith 
6 http://www.founders.org/abstract.html  

                                                           


