
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:       July 15, 2018 
Title:  The Gospel Tsunami 
Text:  Titus 2:11-15 
Theme: The Gospel intrinsically transforms its recipients. The JESUS SEED causes His people 

to leave sin, live righteously, and look for His soon return. 
 
Introduction:  
Where is the surprise in this text? You should expect the text to surprise you. Jesus has done all 

the heavy lifting. My “good work” is not done by me. I am not the means to that end. It does not 

rest on me. God has secured His end. I am living a self-controlled life, a righteous life, a godly 

life because Jesus voluntarily and in my place offered Himself up to redeem me and purify me 

for this end. This is the shocker, Jesus has done everything necessary for me to be what He wants 

and desires. 

 
Let us imagine a 5 gallon bucket of paint and then let us imagine that you take that 5 gallon 
bucket of paint and plunge your hand into it. What do you think would be the outcome to 
plunging your hand into the 5 gallon bucket of paint? 
 
Let us imagine you are sitting on the edge of a long deck that reaches into the cold waters of a 
crystal clear lake and then let us imagine that you decide to launch yourself off the pier and into 
the crystal clear lake. What do you think would be the outcome of launching yourself off the 
pier and into the crystal clear lake?  
 
This passage openly identifies the intrinsic consequence of the JESUS SEED. If you do this, then 
this is/these are the consequences.  
 
If you have the JESUS SEED, then you have been redeemed from every lawless deed and are 
leaving/renouncing worldly passions.  
If you have the JESUS SEED, then you have been purified for every good deed and are living a 
righteous life. 
If you have the JESUS SEED, then you are looking to Jesus and for His imminent return. 
 
Denying that your arm will be covered in paint will not stop your arm from being covered in 
paint if you plunge it into a 5 gallon bucket of paint. 
Denying that you will be fully wet if you launch yourself off a pier and into a crystal clear body 
of water will not keep you from being thoroughly wet. Your denying does not change anything. 
 
It is like telling a child not to eat any of the freshly baked cookies, only to come back and find 
him covered in crumbs and when confronted denies any wrong doing!  
It is like the Cheetos commercial where everyone denies eating the Cheetos until the black light 
exposes all the orange dust on the guilty parties. 
 
When God pulls out His “black light”, it shows us as a redeemed and purified people who are 
His. It might not look like this at every moment of a day, but you and I cannot change what is 
true. 
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Those who know Jesus and have appropriated His provision for their sin debt are redeemed 
and purified. You cannot stop this outcome. Unfortunately, we have created an understanding 
of the Christian life that would somehow suggest you can plunge your arm in the bucket of 
paint and not be covered in paint or launch yourself off the pier and not be thoroughly wet. This 
is theological nonsense. 
 
Let us explore this text and see why the work of God is so transforming and radical. 
 
Outline: 
 
What is the author’s structure of this passage? Please a) show sections with verse references, b) 
state the author’s emphasis, and c) explain what strategies you used to see this structure. 
 
Like verse 1, verse 11 provides the lead into the paragraph / thought.  
 

 11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 

 
The “for” is explanatory. The motive or basis for the appeal in 2:1-10 is the gospel, the grace of 
God.  The language of Scripture is inclusive. Who Jesus is and what He did is capable of saving 
all of humanity. The application of that provision is, however, narrow. Something or someone 
defines who will or will not partake of this enormous and gracious provision. 
 
What is compelling in our text is the energy and power grace brings, the efficacious nature of 
this grace. Grace, like love, is a verb. Grace acts. Grace does something. Here it says that grace 
trains or teaches. 
 
Training is the word used for the parenting of a child. It is the same word Paul uses in 1 Timothy 
1:20 and 2 Timothy 2:25. 
 
If we remember that 2:1ff and 3:1ff are in parallel. This grace is going to be further explained as 
the kindness and love of God (3:4). It is important to remember the structure of Titus. 1:1 speaks 
of the knowledge of the truth. Here in our text, this knowledge of truth is grace appearing. 
Finally, in 3:4 it is spoken of as kindness and love. All of this is wrapped up in the person and 
work of Jesus. From His incarnation, to His crucifixion, through His resurrection and ascension, 
and finally taking us all the way to His return to thoroughly set things right. There is this all-
inclusive expression of who Jesus is and what Jesus does. Our salvation from sin and death 
hangs on who He is and what He did and will do.  
 
At the front end of our text we read of the appearance of grace (v. 11). At the back end of our 
text we read of the appearance of glory (v. 14). Both are consequences of Jesus. At the front end 
His people are waiting and looking. At the back end His people are waiting and looking. One 
looks for grace and the other for glory. Both are tied directly to Jesus. 
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Just as you cannot have the JESUS SEED without GOSPEL FRUIT, so also you cannot LEAVE 
ungodliness without LIVING RIGHTEOUSLY. Those two ideas are part and parcel of one 
consequence. 
 

I. Grace teaches us to LEAVE ([renounce] v. 12a) 
 
Ungodliness and worldly passions are in parallel, which stand in contrast to what the gospel 
does. The JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT. Why? Because grace teaches us. It 
trains us to do the following. 
 

A. Denying ungodliness 
 

B. Denying worldly passions / lusts 
 
“Such desires, affections, and appetites, as men are governed by who have their portion in this 
life, and live without God in the world.  Gluttony, drunkenness, lasciviousness, anger, malice, 
and revenge; together with the immoderate love of riches, power, and fame.”1 
 
Part of this thought is explained in Romans 6. If you have died with Christ to sin, then how can 
you live in it? The question is rhetorical. You cannot! Denying ungodliness is a GOSPEL FRUIT 
of the JESUS SEED. This is what walking in newness of life looks like. 
 
Just as this text tell us what we will LEAVE, it also tells us how we will LIVE. It is imperative 
that we read this paragraph in the flow of what we have read. Those who profess to know God 
but by their works deny him (1:16) are those who do not renounce ungodliness and are not living 
self-controlled lives. Those whom we appoint as Elders are renouncing worldly passions and 
are living righteously in this present age. What Paul refers to as instructing in sound doctrine is 
this.  
 

II. Grace teaches us to LIVE (v. 12b) 
 
The three adverbs set off the opposite (soberly sôphronôs, righteously dikaiôs, godly eusebôs). 
Each might provide a slightly different shade of meaning, but they are all saying the same thing. 
They are working as synonyms in our text.  
 

 and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 

 
A. We should live soberly [self-controlled] in the present age 

 
The adverb [self-controlled] occurs only one time in the New Testament. The noun occurs four 
times and only in the pastorals. 
 

 “A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to 
hospitality, apt to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2). 
 

 “But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate” (Titus 1:8). 
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 “That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience” (Titus 2:2). 
 

 “To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be 
not blasphemed” (Titus 2:5). 

 

A consequence of the JESUS SEED is order. The JESUS SEED produces a contained or controlled 
existence. When we describe someone as “out of control,” it is not a good thing.  
 

B. We should live righteously in the present age 
 
This word is part of the family of words that speak to our justification.  
 

C. We should live godly in the present age 
 
The only other occurrence of this word in the New Testament is 2 Tim. 3:12. 
 

 “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). 

 
What is of interest to me is the occurrence of eusebeia in the New Testament. It occurs once in 
Acts (3:12) where the KJV translates it as “holiness.” 
 

“And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why 
look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk?” (Acts 
3:12). 

 
Peter will use it four more times in 2 Pet. (1:3, 6, 7; 3:11). 
 
Paul will reference it in Titus 1:1 for “godliness.” And then he will use it eight times in 1 Timothy 
(2:2; 3:16; 4:7, 8; 6:3, 5, 6, 11) and once in 2 Tim. (3:5).  
 
What is this “godliness?” This godliness is the GOSPEL FRUIT of the JESUS SEED. If you are a 
Christian, you are godly. What we often do is made godliness something other than what we 
are. If you are ungodly, you are not saved. If you are saved, you are godly. Our problem has 
been and continues to be our desire to define or measure this godliness. Paul gives us this 
descriptive in Titus. A continued problem we have is putting Christianity on a grading system. 
We categorize people as being saints or godly. If you are a Christian you are a saint and if you 
are a Christian you are godly. If you are not a Christian, you are not a saint nor are you godly. 
Being a saint or being godly is not based on your ability, but on your identity. Christ makes you 
saintly or godly. As a consequence of His work this is what you look and act like. Why?  Because 
the JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT. 
 
The only way you can become godly is through the gospel. You cannot be godly apart from the 
gospel and you cannot be godless with the gospel. 
 
Not only does the JESUS SEED produce in us this leaving and living, but also a looking. 
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III. Grace teaches us to LOOK (vv. 13, 14) 
 
“Present middle participle of prosdechomai, old verb, the one used of Simeon (Lu 2:25) and 
others (Lu 2:38) who were looking for the Messiah.”2 
 
The word “waiting” has the idea of welcoming, of inviting, of receiving. There is an expectancy, 
an anticipating. The element of certainty is present. We do not look or wait wondering if He will 
come. It is not “if,” but “when.” 
 

A. Looking for the blessed hope 
 
Notice how His coming, His arrival is described. It is a blessed hope. For us who are Christians, 
His return is blessed. For those who are unsaved, His return comes as a thief in the night. This 
descriptive and distinction is crucial. Some within the Christian church threaten the believer 
with the idea of readiness and His coming as a thief. That descriptive is only for the unbelieving. 
For us who are saved, His return is a blessing. 
 
“The word epiphaneia (used by the Greeks of the appearance of the gods, from epiphanês, 
epiphainô) occurs in 2Ti 1:10 of the Incarnation of Christ, the first Epiphany (like the verb 
epephanê, Tit 2:11), but here of the second Epiphany of Christ or the second coming as in 1Ti 
6:14; 2Ti 4:1, 8. In 2Th 2:8 both epiphaneia and parousia (the usual word) occur together of the 
second coming.”3 
 

B. Looking for the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ 
 
When Jesus returns, it will be the appearance of glory. When the shepherds were in the field, 
they saw glory. When we see God, we see glory. It is His greatness that emanates glory. When 
you see God, you will see glory. This text answers for us as to why God is great. Why is He so 
glorious? Why does His appearance bring hope? Why is His appearance blessed?  
 
BECAUSE HE GAVE HIMSELF FOR US. Stop and let this soak into your brain. Theologically, 
we call this the voluntary [He did this of His own “free” will – He could have done otherwise; 
“Not my will, but your will be done”], substitutionary [He did it for us; not for Himself. There 
was nothing He needed to answer for], and efficacious death of Christ in behalf of His people. 
 

 He gave Himself - Voluntary - He did not have to do what He did. 

 For us – Substitutionary - He did for us what we could never do for ourselves. 

 To redeem / to purify – Efficacious - He accomplished what He set out to do. 
 
Consider the following passages and the additional thought added to our current thought. Not 
only did He do this for us, but He did it because He loved us. This idea is added in Titus 3:4, 
“But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared.” 
 

 “who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will 
of our God and Father, [God has not failed to do what He said He would]” (Gal. 1:4). 
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 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Gal. 
2:20). 

 

 “and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 
God as a fragrant aroma” (Eph. 5:2). 

 

 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her” (Eph. 5:25). 
 

 “who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time” (1 Tim. 2:6). 

 
This is why God is great.  This is why His person and work is glorious. This is why His coming 
is blessed and hope filled. This coming is not simply something that is future. His coming 
impacts us right now.  
 

 The call to leave ungodliness is built in the gospel. He redeems us from bad work [to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and]  

 The call to live godly is built in the gospel. He purifies us for good work [to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.] 

 
They are the two sides of one coin. 
 
This same idea is present in Ephesians 2:8-10. What we often fail to understand is how saying 
you are a Christian has intrinsic implications. If you are a Christian, you cannot escape or run 
from these implications. If someone professes to know God, then x, y, and z follows.  
 
This is clear from 1:1 and 1:16. You cannot have the JESUS SEED without the accompanying 
GOSPEL FRUIT. Why?  Because the death Jesus died redeemed us from every lawless deed and 
purified us for every good deed. This isn’t a second step or next step. This is the first and only 
step. 
 
Notice something else about the powerful work of the cross. The work of the gospel “tags” you. 
It marks you as His. Wow, the gospel says, “This one’s mine.” Why are we His?  Because He 
paid for it. He purchased the outcome. It [we] are His. He has taken us out of the spiritual 
hellhole in which we existed, covered in brokenness and stench, fixed our brokenness, and 
thoroughly removed all of this filth and set us on the straight and narrow path that ends with 
Him. 
 
The statement, “own possession,” is translated in the KJV as “peculiar.” It literally means, 
“Being beyond usual.” As we live in “Babylon,” we are different. We are not like our 
unbelieving counterpart. Sure, we might sometimes look like them or act like them, but we are 
not them. I look at the world around me and I know I am in this world, but I also know I am not 
of this world. There are three things that make us “beyond usual.”  
 
First, we are turning our backs to the value system of this present age. Although we still have 
within us Adam’s seed, we fight against it and say no. That “fruit” is not our identity. 
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Second, we are living godly in a godless age. We stand in opposition to the culture of our day. 
We are the true counter-cultural people. Just as the serpent has his seed, so also God has His 
seed. We are of the woman’s seed. 
 
Third, we are turning our faces to our approaching God and Savior Jesus Christ. Since we are in 
this world, but not of this world, we are seeking a city whose builder and maker is God. 
 
I can assure you with the fullest confidence, that the unbelieving age in which we live is not 
doing this. 
 
Paul’s final word in this section is, “15 Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. 
Let no one disregard you.” 
 
This text tells us to PREACH THE WORD. What he calls us to is exactly what Elders are 
supposed to do (1:9). The reason why Paul tells Titus to do this is because, “The JESUS SEED 
always produces GOSPEL FRUIT.” As elders, we must keep the main thing, the main thing. This 
text is our message. We are not going to veer off into the shoulder of the road or end up in a 
ditch of despair and speculation. This is our message. 
 
Jesus has done everything in His person and work to secure for Himself a redeemed and purified 
people who are zealous of good works. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
In light of your gospel connection, what argument (one short sentence) will you make to your 

audience? What applications from this argument will you make for the believer?  The 
unbeliever? 
 
To the believing:  
If you are a Christian, then you are different than the world around you. 
The gospel, Jesus changes everything. Who He is and what He does radically transforms His 
people. It sets them apart from the unbelieving. 
 
To the unbelieving: The only hope you have in this life and in the life to come is found in Jesus. 

1 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Titus 2:12. 
2 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Titus 2:13. 
3 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Titus 2:13. 

                                                 


