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Date:  July 1, 2018 
Title:  The ABOMINATION (vv. 10, 11) 
Text:  Titus 1:10-16 
Emphasis: Elders are to silence the insubordinate. 
 
Introduction:  
The Abomination ‘The Abomination (Emil Blonsky) is a fictional supervillain appearing in 
American comic books published by Marvel Comics. The character first was created to be the 
rival of the Hulk.”1 
 
“This is the only place where this strong expression is used in the New Testament. It signifies 
that the life and actions of these men, who professed to be His servants, had made them hateful 
in the sight of God.”2 
 
If we saw the error for what it was, we would run from it. But unfortunately, error often appears 
as an angel of light. Thus, the need for persistent vigilance. 
 
Literary Context: 
The conduct of those occupying the office matters. Their “morality” stands in stark contrast to 
those who profess to know God, but by their works deny him (v. 16). The task of eldering is 
brought out in 1:9-2:10. “The text draws a contrast between OVERSEERS in vv. 5-9 and 
DECEIVERS in vv. 10-16.”3  
 

 Instruct in Sound Doctrine (1:9a) 
o Rebuke Unsound Doctrine (1:9b) 
o Rebuking Unsound Doctrine (1:10-16 [silencing the insubordinate – pt. 1]) 

 Instructing in Sound Doctrine (2:1-10 [speaking sound words – pt. 2]) 
 
Historical Context: 
The house church is where the church met. The setting is not normative today. The Cretans lend 
themselves to unhealthy behavior. The separation of one’s sanctification [i.e. orthopraxy] from 
one’s justification [i.e. orthodoxy] is wrong and to be rebuked and corrected. 
 
Melodic Line within Titus 

 [positive] 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of 
those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, 

 [negative] 1:16 They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being 
detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed. 

 
These two verses form bookends for chapter one. They also establish the Melodic Line within 
Titus. Chapter Two will “flip” verse 16 around. It is similar to James 2:17, 18. 
 

 17 “Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 18 But someone may well say, ‘You have faith 
and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works’” 
(James 2:17, 18). 
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OUTLINE: 
 

I. The contrast between 1:5-9 and 1:10-16 
 
There is an intentional contrast between those appointed as Elders and those who are 
contradicting the teaching. The character and conduct of the Elders are antithetical to that of the 
false teachers.  
 
This passage, like many, show us the function of the Elders inside of a local church. 
 

 28 “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 I know that after my departure 
savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves men will 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be on the alert, 
remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears” 
(Acts 20:28-31). 

 
Why is this function so important? What is at stake? Often the façade makes one believe 
everything is okay. But what we do not see is the creeping and pervasive decay of the internal 
soul rot. Heresy is big business. Gullible Christians allow the heretic to make merchandise of 
the people of God. Why is such the case? Why are we so naive? Because we do not believe Jesus 
is enough in this life and in the life to come. Why are we so susceptible? Because we do not 
believe the JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT, and thus we believe we are 
responsible to create our own happiness and victory. We have come to believe we can “do it 
alone,” that somehow the believing community is of no consequence in the bigger scheme of 
God’s redemptive purpose. We have believed the lie that we can have it our way. 
 
This passage shows us the genuine threat.  
 
Author’s Structure:   
If done correctly, the melodic line for the book should help shape the author’s structure and 
emphasis.  There is an extended explanation of the threat to the church’s soul. 
 
Verse ten begins with an explanation as to why those who are Elders must hold firm to the 
teaching and be able to instruct in sound doctrine and refute those who contradict it. 
 
One of the challenges before us is why Paul addresses the text in the manner he does? Why does 
he lead with this extended description of the false teachers and end with a blazing indictment 
against them? 
 

II. An extended description of the false teachers ([for/gar] vv. 10-16) 
 
γάρ shows that this verse serves to explain the preceding words. Notice the emphasis on their 
actions, on their behavior, on their works. 
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Consider the graphic eleven-fold descriptive concerning the False Teachers. 
 

1. 10 For there are many who are insubordinate [Subject to no order],  
2. empty talkers and  
3. deceivers, especially those of the circumcision party. 11They must be silenced, since they 

are upsetting whole families by  
4. teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to teach.  
5. 12 One of the Cretans,i a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, 

lazy gluttons.”j 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may 
be sound in the faith,  

6. 14 not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of people who turn 
away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, 
nothing is pure;  

7. but both their minds and their consciences are defiled. 16 They profess to know God,  
8. but they deny him by their works.  
9. They are detestable,  
10. disobedient,  
11. unfit for any good work. 

 
The word “insubordinate” in verse 10 means “not obeying, not listening.” Their actions say, 
“We do not believe in JESUS.”  There is a consistency in the description. These are people who 
focus on secondary or ancillary elements and miss entirely the main thing. What is perhaps 
stunning are the words “defiled, detestable, disobedient, and unfit.” These people “look” good. 
They “sound” good, but their souls are rotten. They give the appearance of godliness, but reject 
the gospel (2 Tim. 3:5). 
 
Remember the intent. Those in verses 5-9 stand in dramatic contrast to those in verses 10-16. 
When we look at verses 10-16, we read of the disgraceful. Elders are not this. The JESUS SEED 
produces something quite different than this. 
 
How do those who profess to know God end up at this point? We would always argue that the 
slide from professing to denial is gradual and almost imperceptible. Yet, if not checked, leads to 
apostasy. 
 
Because of these unruly or “disordered” individuals, the church is in “disorder.” The answer is 
to have “ordered” individuals teach “ordered” theology. Paul makes reference to the “law” 
several times in this short Letter. Notice the referencing of this connection to the Law in 1:10, 14, 
and 3:9. 
 

 Notice Titus 3:9  
“But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they are 
unprofitable and worthless” (Titus 3:9). 

 
There is little doubt that the failure is an inappropriate application of the Old Covenant to the 
New Covenant Christian. It is suggested that this Judaizing element offered a “next step” or 
“inner circle” or “deeper life” approach to the Christian life. They were agreeing that JESUS 
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WAS NECESSARY, but taught that JESUS WAS NOT ENOUGH. More needed to be done in 
order to climb that ecclesiastical ladder.  
 
If I were to ask you if you are satisfied with your life or your Christian walk, how would you 
respond? Depending on your theological teeth, you would probably say you want more, that 
there is a level of frustration or dissatisfaction with your relationship both vertically and 
horizontally. What if I could give you five things you need to do to make everything better? 
That what I offer would change your life forever? And what if this solution and promise would 
happen for a mere $59.99 sent over four easy installments, and if paid right now would eliminate 
one of the four payments? Would you “bite?” Well this is what they were doing in Crete. 
 

That same misalignment consistently shows itself in today’s evangelical church. Today’s church 
has become so use to this false teaching that what Paul attacked, many embrace. A question we 
might have is rather simple. Is Paul addressing multiple sub-groups of error or is the error 
singular? I am of the opinion that the early church struggled with “works righteousness” 
regularly because of the misappropriation of the Old Testament Law. If they understand its role 
and design, they would have no problem. This, however, was a big problem. 
 

“The content of the false teaching is not fully explained (as in 1 Timothy). There appears to be a 
significant Jewish element to the teaching. The opponents come from “the circumcision party” 
(Titus 1:10). They are interested in “Jewish myths” (1:14) and perhaps ritual purity (1:15). Paul’s 
primary concern, however, is with the practical effect of the false teaching. They taught ritual 
purity, but they lived in a way that proved they did not know God (1:16).”4 
 

Grk “those of the circumcision.” Some translations take this to refer to Jewish converts to 
Christianity (cf. NAB “Jewish Christians”; TEV “converts from Judaism”; CEV “Jewish 
followers”) while others are less clear (cf. NLT “those who insist on circumcision for salvation”).5 
 

Jewish myths were legendary tales characteristic of the false teachers in Ephesus and Crete. See 
parallels in 1 Tim 1:4; 4:7; and 2 Tim 4:4.6 
 

“Here St. Paul points out to Titus where he must look for the origin of this hostility. These 
unhappy men evidently did not belong to the stern and rigid Jewish party who hated with a 
bitter hate all the followers of the Nazarene, but were of the number of those sleepless opponents 
of St. Paul and his school—the Judaising Christians.”7 
 

“The preachers of heresy in Crete were chiefly Jewish Christians, but that they had also found 
followers among the Gentile Christians.”8 
 

“Such as we now find embodied in the Talmud. (See Note on 1Timothy 1:4.) The oral law and 
traditional interpretations and glosses had, to a great measure, obscured the original simple text. 
The Israelite of the time of St. Paul, trained in the stricter Jewish schools, was taught that the 
way to win the approval of the Most High was through the observance of countless ceremonies 
and the practice of an elaborate ritual.”9 
 

Somehow the error in Crete aligned with Jewish thought/emphases. Notice four reasons as to 
why this heresy had to be stopped. 
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III. The reasons why false teachers are to be silenced (vv. 11, 13, 14) 

 
 10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 

circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching for 
shameful gain what they ought not to teach. 12 One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans 
are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that 
they may be sound in the faith, 14 not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of people 
who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing 
is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but they deny 
him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work” (Titus 1:10-16). 

 

Four reasons are offered. 
 

A. They are upsetting the church (v. 11a) 
 

“It was no longer individuals that their poisonous teaching affected, but they were undermining 
the faith of whole families.”10 
 
The word “upsetting” occurs only twice in the New Testament and both are in the Pastoral 
Letters. It means, “To stop the mouth either with bridle or muzzle or gag.” 
 

 “Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith 
of some” (2 Tim. 2:18). 
 

 “Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for 
filthy lucre's sake” (Titus 1:11). 

 
B. They are making merchandise of doctrine (v. 11b) 

 

If this were a problem, then how much more now? Everyone is peddling their wares. Everyone 
claims to know how to fix what ails you. Everyone seeks to “sell” their knowledge. 
 

C. They are needing to be restored (v. 13) 
 

Verse 13 gives a “so that [hina].” The intent of the rebuke is to restore the offending party to 
sound teaching. Sometimes the circumstances warrant a dramatic response. The urgency of the 
hour demands a corresponding response. 
 

D. They are turning people away from the truth (v. 14) 
 
For such people, the Elders have three actions. 
 

IV. The response by the church (vv. 11, 13) 
 

A. They are to be silenced (v. 11) 
 

The idea of silencing is that of putting something over the mouth. It is almost the idea of 
muzzling an unruly, non-compliant animal. 
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B. They are to be rebuked (v. 13) 

 
“As a surgeon’s knife cuts away the diseased and mortifying flesh, so must the words and 
discipline of Titus, the Apostle’s representative in Crete, sharply rebuke, and, if need be, punish 
the sinning members of the congregation.”11 
 
“The metaphor possibly is fetched from surgeons, who cut out dead flesh to the quick.”12 
 

C. They are to be rejected (Titus 3:10) 
 

 10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 
circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching for 
shameful gain what they ought not to teach. 12 One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans 
are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that 
they may be sound in the faith, 14 not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of people 
who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing 
is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but they deny 
him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work” (Titus 1:10-16). 

 

 “Reject a factious man after a first and second warning” (Titus 3:10). 

 
“Present middle imperative of paraiteô, to ask from, to beg off from. See same form in 1Ti 4:7; 
5:11. Possibly an allusion here to Christ's directions in Mt 18:15-17.”13 
 

V. A concluding observation – the “punch” line (vv. 12, 15, 16) 
 
The false teachers are not lawless people. They teach the “Law,” but it is a misappropriation 
of the Law. The Law does not lead to godliness, but rebellion and insubordination. It gives 
the appearance of godliness, but by its very nature denies God. The lawlessness in Crete is 
not the consequence of antinomianism, but legalism. The problem in Crete is not the absence 
of preaching “try harder to do better,” but the very gospel itself. 
 
“The arrogant claim to be God's people and to superior holiness, while all the while they were 
denying God by their evil deeds, and bringing dishonor upon his Name among the Gentiles, 
was a marked feature of the Jews in St. Paul's time (comp. 2 Timothy 3:5).”14 
 
Those who teach such things are unregenerate. They have never come to believe. They do not 
have the JESUS SEED planted into the soil of their soul. Thus, they do not produce GOSPEL 
FRUIT. They are lost and unsaved. 
 

 12 “One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, ‘Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons’” 
(Titus 1:12). 

 

A saying attributed to the poet Epimenides of Crete (6th century b.c.).15 
 
A Secular Quote (v. 12) – The inclusion of the quote is to show how the professing to know God 
people are no different than their secular counterpart. The professing were unchanged by the 
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gospel. This Letter teaches that the gospel changes its recipient. Those who encounter Jesus 
are changed by that encounter. Why, because the JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT. 
 
A Proverbial Statement (v. 15) – the proverb shows how those who act unrighteous are 
unrighteous. They behave like the unbeliever because they are unbelievers. They are similar to 
Peter’s dog and pig in 2 Peter 2:21, 22. 
 

 15 “To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds 
and their consciences are defiled. 16They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are 
detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work” (Titus 1:15, 16). 

 

This part of the paragraph shows the author’s intent/emphasis. “Their works reveal their 
heart.”16 
 
Author’s Emphasis: 
 

 Elders are to silence the insubordinate.  

 “Elders must silence false teachers (1:11).”17 

 Why they are to be rebuked. They have separated the Christian life from Christ. They 
claim to have the JESUS SEED but without GOSPEL FRUIT. This is false 
teaching/behavior.  

 Why the Leadership/Elders need to be what it is (vv. 5-9) 
 
Author’s Strategies: 

 Flow of thought. 
 
2. How does the context inform the meaning of this passage? Answer this question using a) the 
literary context (the passages on either side), b) the historical context (circumstances and culture 
of the audience), and c) the biblical context (connections to other places in the Bible). 
 
Biblical Context: Compare 1 and 2 Timothy with Titus. 
 
“Devote Jesus from Crete were in Jerusalem at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came and Peter 
preached (Acts 2:5-11). Start of the Cretan Church?”18 
 
3. In light of the emphasis of this passage in its context, state the author’s main idea for his 
audience (in one short sentence). 
 

 Elders are to silence the insubordinate. 
 “Silence and rebuke deceivers so that they may be sound in the faith and pure.”19 

 “False teachers are to be removed from positions of authority to guard the gospel and 
church from error creeping in.”20 

 False teachers have infiltrated the church and are to be stopped/silenced. 

 Elders are to call out and stop/silence those who drive a wedge between one’s profession 
and one’s practice. 
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4. What parts of this passage connect to the gospel of Jesus Christ?  What particular facet of the 
gospel is in view? [What are its Christological / Christo-centric contributions?] 
 

 The Jesus Seed always and inevitable produces Gospel Fruit. 

 “The serpent’s seed is always on attack against the woman’s seed.”21 

 You cannot have one without the other and the one always produces the other. The order 
can never be reversed. 

 

5. In light of your gospel connection, what argument (one short sentence) will you make to your 
audience? What applications from this argument will you make for the believer?  The 
unbeliever? 
 

To the believing:  

 Let the gospel shape your life. Let your works testify to your faith (be who you are). 

 Keep the faith and do not turn from the truth. 

 “Be discerning as you listen to teaching and verify with Scripture.”22 
 

To the unbelieving: 
 False teachers are to repent of their unsound doctrine and return to sound doctrine. 

 Unbelievers cannot look to their work’s righteousness to secure for them a right standing 
before God. Your works do not determine your profession. 
 

6. What is your teaching outline?   
 

Your preaching/teaching outline should come from the author’s structure within the paragraph. 
It can be “polished,” but the one should reflect the other. 
 

Thinking through the Letter along PLOT LINE.23 

 Setting – Crete / local churches 

 Tension – false teaching 
 Crisis – confrontation  
 Resolution - instruction 

 Story Advances – church has elders 
 

Big Picture Questions / Macro / Meta-Narrative 
 

1. How does this vision of Christ expand on our understanding of Him in this Book, 
Testament, and Canon? 

 

Jesus brings new life and shapes his people to become citizens of his kingdom, images of his 
presence, and occupants in his garden. 
 

2. Where is the surprise in this text? You should expect the text to surprise you. 
 

How theologically and practically horrific it is to separate one’s justification from one’s 
sanctification or to reverse the order. By living gospel [i.e. unholy, unrighteous, and disobedient] 
less lives, God is denied. 
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3. What is the unique contribution this text, passage, chapter make to the Book as a whole? 
 

The strenuous emphasis on linking one’s profession with one’s work (v. 16). It is possible to live 
life in such a way as to deny God and reject the gospel. 
 

4. Always look to link the pieces to the whole. 
 

a. How is this text informed by the melodic line? 
 

This union / solidarity between one’s justification and one’s sanctification is inseparable and if 
separated or reversed to be rebuked sharply. 
 

b. How does it contribute to the melodic line? 
 

A clear picture of what the problem is/was in Crete. This paragraph highlights the problem that 
needs addressing. 
 

5. Can we trust the A.I.M. of the text to be relevant, applicable, and creative / profitable? 
 

We must guard against putting the “cart before the horse” and/or “separating the cart from the 
horse.” 
 

“People have remained the same through ages; always looking for power and authority, but 
prone to go their own way. Paul reminds us where the true power lies so we can keep our eyes 
on the author and finisher of this life and finish the race well.”24 

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abomination_(comics)  
2 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Titus 1:16. 
3 Josh Hargan on Titus 1:10-16, Simeon Trust.  
4 https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-titus/  
5 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Titus+1:9  
6 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Titus+1:9  
7 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Titus 1:10. 
8 Meyer's NT Commentary on Titus 1:10. 
9 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Titus 1:14. 
10 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Titus 1:11. 
11 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Titus 1:13. 
12 Matthew Poole's Commentary on Titus 1:13. 
13 A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on Titus 3:10. 
14 Pulpit Commentary on Titus 1:16. 
15 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Titus+1:9  
16 Deborah Morey on Titus 1:10-16, Simeon Trust. 
17 Carolyn Elroy on Titus 1:10-16, Simeon Trust.  
18 Deborah Morey on Titus 1:10-16, Simeon Trust.  
19 Deborah Morey on Titus 1:10-16, Simeon Trust. 
20 Carolyn Elroy on Titus 1:10-16, Simeon Trust. 
21 Josh Hargan on Titus 1:10-16, Simeon Trust. 
22 Carolyn Elroy on Titus 1:10-16, Simeon Trust.  
23 Josh Hargan on Titus 1:10-16, Simeon Trust. 
24 Carolyn Elroy on Titus 1:10-16, Simeon Trust. 
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The 
ABOMINATION
Titus 1:10-16

 

[positive] 1:1 

the knowledge 

of the truth 

which is 

according to 

godliness,

[negative] 1:16 

They profess to 

know God, 

but by their 

deeds they deny 

Him, 
 

2 Beloved, I 
pray that all 
may go well 
with you and 
that you may 
be in good 
health, as it 

goes well 
with your 

soul [3 John].
 

NEXT STEP CHRISTIANITY

•The problem - JESUS is 
NECESSARY, but NOT ENOUGH.

 

NEXT STEP CHRISTIANITY

•The solution - JESUS is not only 
NECESSARY, but HE is ENOUGH.

 

 

THE TENSION
•Matt. 7:15 "Beware of the false prophets, who 

come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. 16 "You will know them by 
their fruits. 20 "So then, you will know them by 
their fruits. 21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 
'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
he who does the will of My Father who is in 
heaven will enter. 
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THE TENSION
•22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, 

did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 
name cast out demons, and in Your name 
perform many miracles?' 23 "And then I will 
declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART 
FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'

 

THE TENSION
•Matt. 23:25 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup 
and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery 
and self-indulgence. 26 "You blind Pharisee, first 
clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that 
the outside of it may become clean also. 

 

THE TENSION
•Matt. 23:27 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs 
which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside 
they are full of dead men's bones and all 
uncleanness. 28 "So you, too, outwardly appear 
righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of 
hypocrisy and lawlessness.

 

THE TENSION
•Col. 2:20 If you have died with Christ to the 
elementary principles of the world, why, as if you 
were living in the world, do you submit yourself to 
decrees, such as, 21 "Do not handle, do not taste, 
do not touch!" 22 (which all refer to things 
destined to perish with use) --in accordance with 
the commandments and teachings of men? 

 

THE TENSION
•Col. 2:23 These are matters which have, to be 

sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made 
religion and self-abasement and severe 
treatment of the body, but are of no value 
against fleshly indulgence.

 

THE TENSION
•2 Tim. 3:4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers 
of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to 
a form of godliness, although they have denied its 
power; Avoid such men as these. 6 For among 
them are those who enter into households and 
captivate weak women weighed down with sins, 
led on by various impulses,

 

•Show me your faith without works 
and I will show you my faith by my 
works (James 2:18).

•If someone says, "I love God," and 
hates his brother, he is a liar (1 John 
4:20).

FAITH / WORKS

 

NOT EQUALS

Justification Sanctification
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A Knowledge of the Truth

If this happens, Then that will happen

hypothesis conclusion

that leads to godliness

 

GODLINESS
What God gives to you, He works in 
you and through you, to those around 
you.

 

GODLINESS
The VERTICAL

The HORIZONTAL

 

The VERTICAL

The HORIZONTAL

WORKS righteousness

 

•Are there areas in your life where 
you are not obeying? 

QUESTION

 

•Of course! I assume there are areas 
where you are not obeying.

•But your overriding identity and thus 
activity is RIGHTEOUSNESS.

•When you sin [not if], go back to the 
gospel.

ANSWER

 

I. The contrast (1:5-9 and 1:10-16)

II. An extended description
([for/gar] vv. 10-16)

III. The reasons why (vv. 11, 13, 14)

IV. The response (vv. 11, 13)

OUTLINE

 

1:5-9 1:10-16
7 For an overseer, as God's 

steward, must be above 

reproach. He must not be 

arrogant or quick-tempered or 

a drunkard or violent or greedy 

for gain, 8 but hospitable, a 

lover of good, self-controlled, 

upright, holy, and disciplined. 
9 He must hold firm to the 

trustworthy word as taught.

10 For there are many who are 

insubordinate, empty talkers 

and deceivers, especially those 

of the circumcision party.
12 One of the Cretans, a 

prophet of their own, said, 

“Cretans are always liars, evil 

beasts, lazy gluttons.” They are 

detestable, disobedient, unfit 

for any good work.
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1. They are upsetting the church (v. 11a)

2. They are making merchandise of 
doctrine (v. 11b)

3. They are needing to be restored (v. 13)

4. They are turning people away from the 
truth (v. 14)

REASONS WHY

 

MAKING 
MERCHANDISE

 

1. They are to be silenced (v. 11)

2. They are to be rebuked (v. 13)

3. They are to be rejected (Titus 3:10)

THE RESPONSE

 

THE RESPONSE

VS
 

 

•Elders are to silence the 
insubordinate. 

•They have separated the Christian 
life from Christ. They claim to have 
the JESUS SEED but without GOSPEL 
FRUIT. This is false teaching/behavior. 

NOW WHAT?

 

NOW WHAT?
•Let the gospel shape your life. Let 
your works testify to your faith (be 
who you are).

•Keep the faith and do not turn from 
the truth.

 

NOW WHAT?
•“Be discerning as you listen to 
teaching and verify it with 
Scripture.”

•False teachers are to repent of their 
unsound doctrine and return to 
sound doctrine.
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NOW WHAT?
•Unbelievers cannot look to their 
work’s righteousness to secure for 
them a right standing before God.

•Your works do not determine your 
profession.

 
 

 


